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Church delegation
steps up advocacy
for climate action
at COP24 in Poland
By David Paulsen, Episcopal News Service

LYNNAIA MAIN / ENS

A

n Episcopal delegation in Poland is
past the halfway mark of its advocacy
on behalf of Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry at the United Nations climate conference known as COP24, including meetings
with representatives from member nations to
share details of the church’s positions as set
by General Convention.
COP24, known officially as the 24th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change,
is following a range of “work streams” related to climate change: loss and damage, mitigation, adaptation, finance and ambition.
“Our hope is to not only learn about these
important areas, but to help the church connect with them,” California Bishop Marc Andrus, who is leading the Episcopal delegation,
told Episcopal News Service in a written summary of his team’s activities. He added that
the Episcopal team members will produce reports on those activities afterward that will
be shared with the wider church.
COP24 kicked off Dec. 2 in Katowice, Poland, and runs through Dec. 14, and one of
its top goals is to hammer out a framework
for implementing the Paris Agreement, which
was reached in 2015 at the 21st conference.
The Episcopal Church began attending the
conference that year, making this the fourth
Episcopal delegation. Joining Andrus for
both weeks is Lynnaia Main, the Episcopal
Church’s representative to the United Nations, and Andrus’ wife, Sheila Andrus, an
ecological entomologist representing the Diocese of California.
The rest of the delegation is split between
the conference’s two weeks, with the first
week including the Rev. Lester Mackenzie,
rector of St. Mary’s Church, Laguna Beach,
in the Diocese of Los Angeles; Alan Yarborough, Office of Government Relations communications officer, and the Rev. Melanie
Mullen, Episcopal Church’s director of rec-

Bishop Marc Andrus, center, of the Diocese of California is leading an Episcopal delegation to the United
Nations’ COP24 climate conference in Katowice, Poland. The delegation in the first week also included Alan
Yarborough, left, Office of Government Relations communications officer, and the Rev. Lester Mackenzie
(right of Andrus), rector of St. Mary’s Church, Laguna Beach, in the Diocese of Los Angeles.

onciliation, evangelism and creation care. For
the second week, they have handed off to Andrew Thompson, an environmental ethicist at
Sewanee: University of the South, and Jack
Cobb, the Office of Government Relations’
domestic and environmental policy adviser.
During his week at the conference, Mackenzie was assigned to the work stream on adaptation, which he described as “a conversation on how communities will need to adapt
as the climate shifts.”
Speaking on a video released by the Episcopal Public Policy Network, Mackenzie noted
that climate change disproportionately affects
people in developing countries, but that the
conversation about solutions — changes in
sources of energy — must also take into account those who have for generations worked
in the coal and oil industries. “It is important to remember that behind all of this is
people,” he said. “We are dealing with real
people, their lives and their livelihoods. So we
continue this work together.”
Each member of the Episcopal delegation is
tracking one of the COP24 work streams as
the team promotes keeping global temperature rise within 1.5 degrees Celsius, a more
ambitious target than the Paris Agreement’s

2 degrees Celsius, which scientists predict
would be necessary to prevent a spiraling catastrophe of melting glaciers, rising sea levels
and related weather extremes.
“We delegates carry in our hearts the many
ways that Episcopalians are already suffering
from the early effects of climate change and
feel the responsibility to represent those most
vulnerable of our brothers and sisters,” Andrus said.
In addition to making that case directly to
member nations, the Episcopalians at COP24
are participating in panel discussions, conferring with ecumenical partners and joining
worship and prayer services.
Environmental justice is one of the church’s
three main priorities, along with racial reconciliation and evangelism. Over the years,
General Convention has passed numerous resolutions on the issue, whether supporting federal climate action or pledging to mitigate the
church’s own impact on the environment. ?
— David Paulsen is an Episcopal News
Service reporter and editor. A longer version
of this article is posted on the Episcopal News
Service website. The EPPN video featuring
Lester Mackenzie is at bit.ly/2C6sqTd.
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— SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 —
4 p.m. Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols
Holy Trinity Church
100 N. Third Avenue, Covina 91723
Information: 626.967.3939
4:30 p.m. Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
Church of Our Saviour
535 W. Roses Road, San Gabriel
Information: 626.282.5147
4:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. Living Nativity
St. James’ Church
1325 Monterey Road, South Pasadena 91030
Information: 626.799.9194 / www.sjcsp.org
5 p.m. Christmas Festival of 9 Lessons & Carols
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210
Information: 310.275.0123, ext.112

Blessings for a joyous Christmas
and peace and happiness in the New Year

5 p.m. Christmas Concert
Grace Episcopal Church
555 E. Mountain View Avenue, Glendora
Information: 626.335.3171

Bishop John Harvey Taylor
Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce
Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy

5 p.m. Advent Evening Service
All Saints Church
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101
Information: Debbie Daniels, 626.583.2750

7 p.m. Blue Christmas: Comfort & Light
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church
1014 E. Altadena Drive, Altadena
Information: 626.798.6747
— SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 —
4 p.m. Pageant: “Why the Chimes Rang”
Church of Our Saviour
535 W. Roses Road, San Gabriel
Information: 626.282.5147
For additional events and program details, visit
www.diocesela.org and select Calendar.
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New scholarship fund for women of color named
for ‘Our Sister’s Keeper’ photographer Marie Plakos

B

ishop Diane Jardine Bruce (at right) and
Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy (left)
announced Dec. 9 that a new diocesan
scholarship for women of color attending
seminary to prepare for ordination will be named
“The Marie Plakos ‘Our Sister’s Keeper’
Scholarship” in honor of the photographer
(center), whose photos of women and girls in
developing nations are now on display at the
Cathedral Center of St. Paul. Plakos told about 50
attendees at the exhibit launch reception that her
study of women’s lives around the world shocked
her,. “I found that I couldn’t turn away,” she said.
“I felt that I had to do something, and that’s how this project came about. My heart goes out to those who
suffer. There’s a special connection I feel when I photograph them in their everyday settings. They are our
sisters. I see their strength and their resilience. After a while the conditions of their lives brought me to this
project, ‘My Sister’s Keeper.’” The exhibit will remain on display at the Cathedral Center until March 3. For
more about the Plakos Scholarship fund, contact the Rev. Yein Kim, ykim@ladiocese.org.

JANET KAWAMOTO

6 p.m. Contemplative Christmas Service
Church of the Messiah
614 N. Bush Street, Santa Ana 92701
Information: 714.543.9389

