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California Episcopal 
dioceses form public 
policy network

More than a year ago, the bishops of 
the six dioceses in California began 
discussing the desirability of forming 

a California-focused public policy network. 
This fall, with the support of the Office of So-
cial Justice & Engagement of The Episcopal 
Church, the Episcopal Public Policy Network 
of California or EPPN-CA was launched. 

Bishop John Harvey Taylor appointed the 
Rev. Joanne Leslie, the Rev. Greg Kimura and 
the Rev. Abel Lopez as the Diocese of Los An-
geles’ representatives. They continue to serve 
on EPPN-CA’s formation committee. 

The other five California dioceses are: 
Northern California (Bishop Barry L. Beis-
ner, based in Sacramento); California (Bishop 
Marc Andrus, based in San Francisco); El 
Camino Real (Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves, 
based in Salinas); San Joaquin (Bishop David 
Rice, based in Fresno); and San Diego (Assis-
tant Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori).

Rathen than hire staff to lobby represen-
tatives in the state capital — an approach 
used in some other states — EPPN-CA aims 
to facilitate joint statements from the bish-
ops when they wish to take a formal policy 
position together; to inform Episcopalians 
throughout the state about priority issues 
where Christian engagement might be effec-
tive; and to urge individuals and congrega-
tions to get involved.

Although EPPN-CA is still in the forma-
tion stages, advocacy and witness work has 
begun. In June, the committee helped to draft 
the bishops’ statements against conversion 
therapy (supporting AB 2943) as well as a 
statement against the separation of families 
as part of immigration policy

The bishops and the EPPN-CA forma-
tion committee are learning as they go. For 
the moment, they told The News, they are 
pleased to share the foundational statement 
developed over the summer as a way of intro-
ducing themselves to the broader Episcopal 
community. Questions about EPPN-CA may 
be directed to Leslie at pjoleslie@gmail.com; 
Kimura at gwkimura@gmail.com; or Lopez at 
anglicano@sbcglobal.net. ?

Thanksgiving at the Cathedral Center
Volunteers from St. Athanasius Church, the diocesan staff and congregations around the diocese prepared 
and served the 24th annual Thanksgiving dinner to about 1,000 guests at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in 
Echo Park, Los Angeles, on Nov. 22. The annual dinner is part of the center’s outreach to the community, 
which includes weekly food banks.

The Diocese of Los Angeles 
will hold its annual Martin 
Luther King Jr., Day celebra-

tion at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 20 at 
All Saints Church, Pasadena, fea-
turing a keynote address by Devon 
Carbado, associate vice chancellor 
at UCLA and a professor at the 
university's school of law. 

Carbado’s expertise includes 
constitutional criminal procedure, 
constitutional law, and critical race theory. 
His scholarship appears in law reviews at 
UCLA, Berkeley, Harvard, Michigan, Texas, 
Cornell, and Yale, among other places. Car-
bado has won many teaching awards, includ-
ing being elected professor of the year by the 
UCLA School of Law classes of 2000 and 
2006. 

In 2005 Carbado was named an inaugu-

ral recipient of the Fletcher Foun-
dation Fellowship. Modeled on 
the Guggenheim fellowships, it is 
awarded to scholars whose work 
furthers the goals of Brown v. 
Board of Education. In 2016 he 
was named an Atlantic Philan-
thropies Fellow, and in 2017 he 
was awarded the American Bar 
Foundation’s Neukom Fellows Re-
search Chair in Diversity and Law. 

Carbado has also taught at UC Berke-
ley Law School, University of Virginia Law 
School, and Harvard Law School.  He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in history from UCLA 
and his law degree from Harvard Law School. 

He is connected with UCLA's Critical Race 
Studies Program, which focuses on racial jus-
tice advocacy, racial justice teaching, and ra-
cial justice law. ?

Law professor Devon Carbado to keynote 
diocese's Martin Luther King Jr. celebration

Devon Carbado



Our church year begins with mar-
tial language from the collect 
for the first Sunday in Advent. 

We ask our God in Christ for “grace 
to cast away the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light.” Many 
may well think we have outgrown the 
primitive lure of military metaphor. “Onward 
Christian Soldiers” is not everyone’s favorite 
hymn. Let us be humble pilgrims on the Way 
with our sandals and walking sticks, not sol-
diers with shields and swords, whether or not 
they’re construed as weapons of righteous-
ness.

The paradox actually runs much deeper. 
The collect writer took the language from 
Paul’s letter to the Romans, written when the 
tyrant Nero’s centurions roamed the streets. 
No one enjoyed much in the way of due pro-
cess, the blessings even of an imperfect de-
mocracy, or reliable protection from unjust 
state violence. Imagine telling people living in 
such conditions that some notional armor of 
light could withstand oppression’s cold steel. 
And yet Paul does just that. In the light of his 
experience of the risen Christ, he beseeches us 
to ring ourselves with the light of love, and 
fear nothing. 

Sometimes, it may be all we have. During 
a moment in my professional life (not in the 
church) when I thought people were being 
unjust, I had little recourse other than believ-
ing that at least I was safe in Christ. Thinking 
otherwise, I was prone to be at my worst. I 
taped a photocopy of the 1 Advent collect on 
top of my computer screen for when I was 
feeling sorry for myself or disempowered by 
circumstances. Tempted to write an unkind 
email. Inclined to think the worst of someone 
while justifying my own actions. 

Other times, we may pray that the armor 
of light will envelop those at greatest risk. 
On Thanksgiving weekend, we were jarred 
by photos of parents and their young chil-
dren fleeing clouds of tear gas fired by Border 
Patrol agents in San Ysidro. They had come 
hundreds of miles or more, fleeing violence 
and oppression, seeking a better life, the 
promise of freedom, the welcome of a land of 
milk and money. Now their faces were con-
torted with fear and pain as they stumbled 
over the rocky ground on Jordan’s far side.

No matter what they believed about the 
tension along the border or the debate over 
our nation’s immigration and asylum policies, 
few parents or grandparents saw those im-
ages without wishing they could reach out in 
love and gather those families in with all the 
strength in their arms. We see a child in peril, 
we hear a baby cry, no matter whose it is, 
and we feel ourselves becoming the armor of 
light incarnate. The whole purpose of a well-
discerned life of faith may be to ignite that 
instinct in ourselves indiscriminately and, one 
day, ring all creation with light and love. ?

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S ’  O F F I C E A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 

VOLUME 7, NUMBER 41

— SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 —
5 p.m. Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 —
8 p.m. Cantus Vocal Ensemble: Alone Together 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: www.musicguildonline.org

— SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 —
9:15 - 11:30 a.m. Retreat: A Morning Apart 
St. George’s Episcopal Church 
808 Foothill Blvd., La Cañada 91011 
Information: 818.790.3323 / office@saintglc.org

6 p.m. St. Athanasius Rooftop Art Show 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
Information: ykim@ladiocese.org

— SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 —
1 p.m. Our Lady of Guadalupe Service 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: 626.583.2733 

5:30 p.m. Our Sister’s Keeper Art Exhibit 
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 
Information: diocesela.org/women-of-color

7:30 p.m. Advent Procession of Lessons & Carols 
St. James in-the-City Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3015 or STJLA.org

— TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 —
6 p.m. Homeless Memorial & Reception 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: 626.583.2733 

For information, more listings and program de-
tails, visit www.diocesela.org and select Calendar. 
Please note change in URL.

Walking in the 
light of Advent
By Bishop Diocesan John Harvey Taylor
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Convention Reports
Reports and photographs from the just-

concluded 123rd meeting of 
Diocesan Convention will be posted 

on the Episcopal News website, 
www.episcopalnews.com.


