
 
 
 
 
Highlights of the November 10, 2018 Stated Meeting of Presbytery 
 
 
The Presbytery gathered on a chilly yet sunny Saturday morning at Clairmont Presbyterian Church in 
Decatur, “ready for change!” as our Fearless Dialogue partners proclaimed! 
 
We began the meeting with 90 minutes of discussion, reflection and conversation led by Rev. Dr. 
Georgette Ledgister and her colleagues from Fearless Dialogues.  The goal of “Fearless Dialogues” is to 
“create conversations among community members who have never spoken to one another, the goal of 
which are real, implementable, and lasting changes to the life of the community.” (from Amazon.com) 
 
It was a wonderful and challenging time together have real conversation with each other. 
 
Following lunch, the Presbytery held its business portion of the meeting.  Highlights are: 

• We welcomed 10 members into the presbytery…Andrew Esqueda (Trinity Atlanta), Ann Fyffe 
(Alpharetta), James Goodlet (First LaGrange), Jill Joyner (chaplaincy), Ki Man Kim (New 
Presbyterian Church of Georgia), Chanmi Park (associate pastor in Korea), Sarah Perkins 
(chaplaincy), Brian Powers (research Fellow in the United Kingdom), Mark Ramsey 
(Macedonian Ministries) and Leanne Van Dyk (President of Columbia Seminary),  

• We celebrated the retirements of Susan Bennett (Stockbridge), Bill Nisbet (Roswell), and Billy 
Wade (First Covington) 

• We celebrated the faithful ministry of College Park Presbyterian Church and the Church of the 
New Covenant 

• We shared the Lord’s Supper 
• The collected about $2900 for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for hurricane relief 
• Heard a phenomenal sermon on Mark 10:17-22 by guest preacher, Rev. Tavares Stephens 
• We welcomed one new candidate, Amanda Kemery (Shallowford) 
• The presbytery approved the per capita for 2019 at the Presbytery rate of $16.50.  With the Synod 

rate of $1.50, GA rate of 8.95, this brings the total to $26.95 
• We enjoyed music from both the band at Clairmont and the organ 

 
Throughout the day, the many volunteers from Clairmont Presbyterian Church treated us with smiles, 
helpful directions, and wonderful hospitality.  We are so grateful for their hosting us. 
 
Don’t miss the next meeting of Presbytery on February 9, 2019 at Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
Atlanta.  Guest preacher is J. Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk of the denomination will be joining us to give 
us a word and to hear from us on our desires for the denomination moving forward.  Time will be 9:00-
2:00. 
 


