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I n the summer of 2017, I prom-
ised to undertake a study of the 
institution known as the Bishop 

as Corporation Sole. It comprises 
church and other properties plus 
cash assets. Created before the 
Corporation of the Diocese, which 
has a board of directors, Corpora-
tion Sole is governed by one trust-
ee, namely the diocesan bishop. 

I wanted to learn more about 
how Corp Sole had been used 
since its founding in 1901 and 
then propose ways it could be 
modernized and reformed. 

We began with a review of recent 
spending from the cash accounts. 
We were startled to learn that in 
the five years ending in 2017, the 
bishop had used an average of $2.4 
million a year to support mission 
and ministry in the diocese — all 
on top of the Mission Share Fund, 
which also sometimes got a Corp 
Sole subsidy in the form of a lump 
sum to balance the budget. The 
bishop kept up with cash needs by 
selling under-utilized church and 
other properties and at one point 
by borrowing funds from a private 
foundation so he wouldn’t have to 
tap restricted Corp Sole funds.

Prior bishops’ spending from 
Corp Sole touched virtually every 
aspect of our diocese’s life. They 
used the funds to act quickly and 

to address people’s confidential 
needs. Bishop J. Jon Bruno sup-
ported many urgently needed 
ministries and projects for which 
Mission Share Fund and other re-
sources weren’t available, such as 
the Interfaith Refugee and Immi-
gration Service. To remain open for 
worship, several of our churches 
rely on Corp Sole support. All in 
all, his discerning, Holy Spirit-driv-
en investments served and lifted up 
untold thousands of our siblings in 
Christ and our communities.

The problems with Corp Sole 
and the way we have been us-

ing it are threefold.
First, it puts enormous pressure 

on the bishop to keep the check-
book charged by liquidating ir-
replaceable assets, especially real 
estate. Land is by and large an 
appreciating asset. More impor-
tant, the churches our diocese will 
be tempted to sell in the next five 
to 10 years are not in Pasadena 
or Pacific Palisades but neighbor-
hoods where faith is strong and 
people’s needs are great but fami-
lies’ and individuals’ resources are 
relatively scarce. The last thing 
we should want to do is sell any 
more churches on the front lines 
of the #JesusMovement.

Second, using Corp Sole funds 
(and also those from Corporation 
of the Diocese) to support core 
ministries prevents the people of 
God from understanding what 
it really costs to run the diocese. 
That’s why Bishop Diane Jardine 
Bruce accepted the challenge of 
creating a consolidated budget for 
presentation to this year’s deanery 
assemblies and diocesan conven-
tion. The results of her and her 
team’s long hours of work will 
be revealing indeed. In 2018, our 
budget will be about $9.9 million. 
The Mission Share Fund portion 
is a proposed $4.9 million. Corp 

Sole and the Corporation will add 
nearly $3 million. At this year’s 
convention, delegates will see the 
whole picture for the first time.

Third, we have been expending 
capital that will be hard to replen-
ish. As of Oct. 1, Corp Sole’s cash 
assets were about $7.9 million. 
About $1.6 million was unre-
stricted. The remaining $6.3 mil-
lion is in a restricted fund, with 
proceeds to be used for the “poor 
and needy.” Since the 2019 bud-
get will require $1.9 million in 
Corp Sole grants, we’ll soon have 
to borrow from those restricted 
funds. We estimate that over the 
years, at least $3.7 million has 
already been borrowed from re-
stricted funds, including bequests. 
Beginning in 2019, we will trans-
fer more and more Corp Sole 
obligations to the Mission Share 
Fund budget. But it will be hard 
to staunch the bleeding quickly. 
Eventually, all the restricted funds 
should be paid back.

What is the way forward? As 
in our homes, churches, and 

nation, when money is tight, we 
can choose among ethics of aus-
terity, economy, and abundance. 
Austerity would mean ending vital 
ministries that glorify God. Econ-
omy is where we are today, be-
ing careful about what we spend 
while keeping bishops’ promises 
to institutions and individuals. 

As Resurrection people, our 
sweet spot is abundance. 

The bracing transparency and 
clarity of the consolidated budget, 
including Bishop Bruce’s innova-
tive narrative budget process, will 
come with an invitation to a re-
newed stewardship commitment 
in all dimensions of our common 
life, from individual to parish 
pledges. 

Replenishing our capital ac-
counts and building up our dio-
cese and its churches and institu-
tions for generations to come will 
also require a major capital cam-
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On the cover: John the 
Baptist/Judas Iscariot 
(Katherine Washington) 
baptizes Jesus (Joey 
Ruggiero) in the 
September Bishop’s 
Concert production of 
Godspell. 
See story on page 16. 
Photo: Ruben Cortez
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Bishop John Harvey Taylor will con-
vene the 123rd annual meeting of 
Diocesan Convention Nov. 30 – Dec. 

1 under the theme “Come Home, EDLA” 
(“Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles”).

The meeting will begin with a set of Fri-
day morning workshops that will teach 
skills related to fundraising, times of tran-
sition, Christian formation, spirituality 
and social justice. (See story on page 5.)

Convention will begin by voting on the 
application of St. James’ Church, Newport 
Beach, to be admitted as a mission con-
gregation. Should convention approve, St. 
James’ priest and a delegate will be seated 
with voice and vote at the meeting.

Convention business will include elec-
tions — carried out electronically for the 
first time; an update on Corporation Sole 
and consideration of the 2019 budget sub-
mitted by Diocesan Council (see Taylor’s 
column on page 2); a progress report on 
the diocesan reconciliation process, which 
is being coordinated by the Lombard 
Mennonite Peace Center; and addresses by 
Bishop Taylor and Bishop Suffragan Diane 
Jardine Bruce.

No resolutions were filed by the Sept. 22 
deadline, although resolutions reacting to 

recent events, or in response to the bish-
ops’ addresses, may be submitted to the 
secretary of convention during the meeting 
and debated and voted on by the delegates.

One change to the diocese’s constitution, 
concerning whether clergy under censure 
should be allowed seat, voice and vote at 
convention, was debated and approved at 
the 2017 convention, and must be ratified 
at the 2018 meeting in order to take effect. 

The convention will elect candidates to 
fill roles on a number of diocesan boards 
and organizations. A list of available of-
fices, with nomination forms and instruc-
tions, is on the convention website, www.
diocesanconvention.com: select “Nomina-
tions.” Nominees’ names, photos, brief 
biographies and statements will be posted 
on the convention pages as they become 
available.

‘Come Home, EDLA’
Bishop Taylor has underscored three di-

mensions of home to focus on at the con-
vention:

Diocese is invited to ‘Come 
Home’ to annual convention

paign. I will have more news on that front 
(and many questions to ask about your 
vision for the campaign) in the months to 
come. 

As we set our campaign goals together, 
make no mistake. We will raise all the 
capital on behalf of the Corporation of the 
Diocese, whose directors will be its stew-
ards. Bishops have used Corp Sole well 
to build up the body of Christ. But all its 
assets should be subject to the same over-
sight and controls as our other resources. 
That’s why once the diocese’s finances 
have been stabilized, it is my intention to 
transfer all cash assets of Corp Sole to the 
Corporation of the Diocese. The best way 
to reform Corp Sole as a separate funding 
institution is to lay it lovingly to rest. ?

(continued next page)

FROM THE BISHOP 
(continued from page 2)

Our Sister's Keeper,” an exhibit of photo-
graphs by Marie Plakos honoring the lives 
of girls and women around the world, will 

be held at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul Dec. 
9 – March 3. 

The exhibit will be launched on Sunday, Dec. 9, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. with remarks by the artist, 
followed by an hors d’oeuvres reception. Music will 
be provided by Legacy, an ensemble featuring Viken 
Najarian, Kristapor Allen Najarian and Kathleen 
Bradley-Najarian. 

The event will feature a silent auction and raffle 
of prints of photos from the exhibit to benefit a new 
scholarship fund for women of color who are pursu-
ing ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church.

After Dec. 9, the exhibit will be open for visitors during business hours. The Cathe-
dral Center is located at 840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles. 

The Women of Color Scholarship Fund
Women now make up nearly half the clergy of the Diocese of Los Angeles. But 

women of color are still underrepresented, comprising only a small percentage of cler-
gy in the diocese. Each year, the fund will offer financial assistance to help one or more 
women from under-represented groups pursue ordination, including scholarships to 
one of the Episcopal Church’s seminaries.

For more information, visit the fund’s web page at diocesela.org/women-of-color, or 
contact the Rev. Yein Kim at ykim@ladiocese.org.

Photographer Marie Plakos
Marie Plakos describes herself on her website as “an artist who uses my camera 

to reflect the beauty of the people, their culture, and the landscapes of this Earth.” 
She is the author of several photographic books, including Heart and Soul, about the 
people of Burma (Myanmar) and Threads That Bind Us, about women in Mexico. ?

‘

‘Our Sister’s Keeper’ photo 
exhibit will benefit fund  
for women of color 

“Chamula Girls” is among the 
photos by Marie Plakos that will 
be included in the “Our Sister’s 
Keeper” exhibit.
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u “Reconciliation and unity in our dioc-
esan family amid a renewed sense of com-
mon purpose under Christ and our com-
mitment to financial transparency;
u “Our shared work of envisioning our 
places of worship and ministry as sacra-
mental communities of connection and 
refreshment — base camps for accom-
plishing God’s work of justice and Beloved 
Community-building;
u “Recognizing that, like our Lord, our 
homeless and housing-insecure siblings, as 
well as our scapegoated immigrant worker 
siblings and their families, often have no-
where to lay their heads, which also calls 
us to ministries of welcome, hospitality, 
sustainability, and justice.”

Worship at convention
The convention will conclude with Eu-

charist at the end of the Saturday after-
noon session. Daily worship also will be 
offered, keyed to the Come Home theme 
and highlighting the historically marginal-
ized voices of African-Americans, women 
and immigrants. The offering at the Eu-
charist will benefit the new Women of 
Color Scholarship fund for seminarians 
studying for ordained ministry. (See story 
on page 3)

Exhibit Hall
The exhibit hall at convention will fea-

ture a variety of diocesan ministries and 
resources for church members, clergy and 
congregations. In addition to lunch breaks 
and other scheduled intervals, guests will 
have ample opportunity to explore the ex-
hibit hall during the Friday morning work-
shops and hospitality reception Friday eve-
ning.

Exhibitor reservations include one or 
more 8-foot tables with linens, two chairs 
per table, access to an electrical outlet, ac-
cess to the convention center’s wi-fi, and 
complimentary advertising in the virtual 
booklet and on the big screens on the con-
vention floor. Setup will begin Thursday 
afternoon, Nov. 29.

Registration forms and additional infor-
mation for exhibitors are available on the 
website. Deadline to register is Nov. 19.

Convention dinner planned for Nov. 30
For the first time in several years, an of-

ficial convention dinner will be offered on 

Friday, Nov. 30, featuring musical offer-
ings and a brief address by Bishop Taylor. 
Entertainers will be announced as soon as 
they are confirmed.

An open reception in the exhibit hall will 
precede the dinner.

For reservations, use the form on the 
convention website (select “information”). 
Tickets are $25 each. Delegations should 
make their reservations as a group so that 
they will be seated together. Entree choices 
include chicken, salmon, a vegetarian pasta 
plate, and a vegan selection. Dinner tickets 
may be picked up at the information desk 
on Friday at convention.

A luncheon buffet will be offered on 
both Friday and Saturday for $12 per per-
son. Tickets may be purchased on-site.

The convention center prohibits out-
side food or drinks, though its managers 
have said that exceptions will be made for 
medical or special dietary reasons. Snacks, 
coffee and drinks will be available for sale; 
water will be provided in the meeting hall.

Youth volunteers and delegates
Young people in grades 9 – 12 are invited 

to apply to join the 50-member convention 
youth corps. The youth are essential to the 
smooth running of the annual convention, 
serving in a variety of capacities; security, 
staffing microphones, errands, distributing 
materials, and more. During the event they 
are housed on site, chaperoned and pro-

vided with meals and snacks. Generations 
of young Episcopalians have had their first 
experience of the church outside their own 
congregations by serving at convention, 
where they get a first-hand view of the 
church’s diversity and polity.

In addition, each of the diocese’s 10 dean-
eries is allowed one youth delegate to the 
convention, with seat, voice and vote. In-
terested teens should contact their clergy or 
deanery dean or president for information.

A $125 fee per youth will help cover ho-
tel and meal costs. For information or to 
sign up, visit www.pgym.la/diocon. Registra-
tion deadline is Nov. 4.

High school-age members of Girls 
Friendly Society are invited to apply to 
join the youth corps; GFS will contribute 
$75 toward each member’s participant 
fee. A GFS financial assistance form is on-
line at bit.ly/2CX26gf. 

Child care will be offered during busi-
ness sessions of convention; details will be 
posted on the convention website. As in 
past conventions, a gathering room will 
be provided for spouses and partners of 
clergy, hosted by Canon Kathy O’Connor 
and Canon Steve Bruce, spouses of Bishop 
Taylor and Bishop Bruce. ? 

CONVENTION (continued from page 3)

Deanery 1
Saturday, November 10, 9 a.m 
St. Paul’s Church, Ventura

Deanery 2
Saturday November 17, 10 a.m.
St. Stephen’s Church, Santa Clarita

Deanery 3
Saturday November 10, 10 a.m. 
St. Thomas’ Church, Los Angeles

Deanery 4
Saturday November 3, 10 a.m.
La Magdalena Church, Glendale

Deaneries 5 & 6
Sunday November 18, 3 p.m.
Church of the Ascension, Sierra Madre

Deanery 7
Saturday November 3, 10 a.m.
Trinity Church, Redlands

Deanery 8
Sunday November 11, 2:30  p.m.
Christ Church, Redondo Beach

Deaneries 9 & 10
Saturday November 17, 9 a.m. 
Trinity Church, Orange. ?

Delegates and clergy are expected to attend the pre-convention deanery assemblies, which 
will take place during the first three weekends of November. All other interested church 

members also are invited to attend. Delegates who can’t attend the meeting in their own 
deanery are welcome to select another meeting on the list. One or more members of a team 
including the bishops, canon to the ordinary, chief financial officer and treasurer will attend 
each meeting. Deanery assembly dates are:

Deanery assemblies planned in November

For Diocesan Convention 
information, visit

www.diocesanconvention.com
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Diocesan Convention will begin 
this year with morning Resource 
Roundup Workshops offering 

practical information for clergy, lay lead-
ers and congregations. The workshops will 
be held in two sessions, at 9 a.m. and 10 
a.m. on Friday, Nov. 30, and last about 45 
minutes. After a break for lunch, conven-
tion will convene at 12:30 p.m.

The workshops will look ahead to the 
springtime Ministry Fair, returning to 
Campbell Hall on Saturday, March 16.

The workshop schedule and full descrip-
tions will be listed on the convention web-
site diocesanconvention.com. 

Workshops and presenters are:

Raising Money From  
Small Events 
Presenter: 
The Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija

Have you ever consid-
ered raising money from 

the friends of your congregants? Did you 
know that small events are an excellent way 
to energize potential major gift donors for 
the mission and work of your church? This 
training will teach you how to create small 
dinners that will directly help you fill your 
pipeline with major gifts prospects. These 
small events will help you get your best 
prospects in the room, qualify those pros-
pects and gather information about them. 
They are often very inexpensive to run and 
will help you raise more money. 

Lebrija is chief development officer for 
the Diocese of Los Angeles.

Social Enterprise for  
Sustainable Churches
Presenter: The Rev. Canon 
Jaime Edwards-Acton

Social Enterprise, as de-
fined by Betsy Densmore, 

founder of the Academies for Social En-
trepreneurship, is a venture that advances 
a social mission through entrepreneurial 
earned income strategies (“purpose over 
profit”). Earned income can come from the 
sale of products and/or services, or a stra-
tegic alliance between a for-profit company 
and a for-benefit organization. If the idea 

of creating ministries and churches (of any 
size) that are more impactful and sustain-
able is something that interests you, come 
and explore the possibilities and opportuni-
ties that social enterprise has to offer.

Edwards-Acton is rector of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Hollywood; executive director 
of Hope in Hollywood; and convenor of 
Episcopal Enterprises.

Fresh Start:  
Empowering,  
Enriching, Enlivening
Presenters: The Rev. Canon 
Joanna Satorius, the Ven. 
Charleen Crean and the Rev. 
Tom Quijada-Discavage

Is it your time to be a 
change maker? The ultimate 
goal of FreshStart is centered 
around organic conversa-
tions engaged by leaders lis-
tening for the prompting of 
the Spirit for the rekindling 
of healthy church life. The 
current program has four 
parts: New to Cure, Newly 
Ordained, Deacons, and 
Lay Leaders. Diocesan lead-

ership expects the first three groups to par-
ticipate in FreshStart as part of their desire 
to promote and sustain a healthy system. 
The hope is that FreshStart for Lay Lead-
ers also will become a place of sharing and 
growth for all who feel called to walk the 
journey with all God’s people. 

Presenters are the staff of the diocese’s 
Formation and Transition Ministry office. 
Crean is also archdeacon of the diocese.

Group Spiritual  
Direction 
Presenter: 
The Rev. Elizabeth I. Rechter 

In this introduction to 
group spiritual direction, 

participants — limited to 12 per session — 
will start with a time of silence or a short 
meditation. Each person then in turn will 
be invited to share for five minutes about 
what is on their heart. Following each 
sharing the group will pray silently for the 

individual who presented. The purpose of 
these groups is not counseling or therapy, 
but to help participants become more 
aware of God in their lives today, in the 
companionship of others, and to engage in 
prayer for one another. 

Rechter is an experienced teacher and re-
treat leader. Formerly rector of St. Mary’s 
Church, Laguna Beach, she currently is 
executive director of Stillpoint: the Center 
for Christian Spirituality. 

Keeping the Faith from 
Cradle to Grave
Presenter: 
The Very Rev. Sylvia Sweeney 

In the 1970s Christian 
educator John Westerhoff 

wrote Will Our Children Have Faith? a 
description of the developmental journey 
of coming to faith. That book sought to 
answer the question of what the church 
needed to do to make it possible to pass on 
the Christian faith to the next generation. 

This workshop offers a 21st-century 
adaptation of Westerhoff’s assertions that 
can help us imagine how to create com-
munities that actively nurture our faith 
and that of our children and grandchildren 
from cradle to grave.

Sweeney is dean of Bloy House (Episco-
pal Theological School at Claremont) and 
author of numerous books and articles on 
liturgy, preaching, and Christian education.

Church Finances 101
Presenter: 
The Rev. Michele Racusin

Have you ever wondered 
... how confidential is a 
discretionary fund? Why 

are there separate funds for flowers and 
organs, and can they be used to pay the 
electric bill? What’s up with church payroll 
taxes, housing allowances and SECA?

Let’s face it, church accounting is unique. 
In a 35-year career as a CPA, Racusin has 
seen a lot — the good, the bad, and just 
about everything in between — at every 
level of church finance, from parish to the 
wider church. In two 45-minute workshops 
she will reveal the mysteries of church ac-
counting for treasurers, vestries, clergy, and 
other inquiring minds.

Racusin is chief financial officer of the 
diocese. Read more about her on page 13. ?

Diocesan Convention will begin 
with Resource Roundup Workshops 
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uring a recent visit to the 
Southland, Bishop Rafael Luis 

Morales Maldonado heralded Los Angeles’ and 
Puerto Rico’s partnership of “prayer in the Spirit of 
God” and hinted at possible future collaborations 
between the two dioceses.

Preaching at St. John’s Cathedral on Sept. 26, he 
proclaimed Puerto Rico “a diocese of hope” as the 
U.S. territory continues to recover from one of the 
worst hurricanes on record just one year ago. One 
of his greatest joys as bishop, he said, has been rep-
resenting the diocese “and in the wonderful clergy 
and lay people who did not fear the work and threw 
themselves out into the streets in response.”

“We have been strengthened by seeing the face of 
Christ in people who suffer, and seeing the face of 
Christ in people who have hope,” he said.

In response to the Category 5 hurricane, Episco-
pal churches on the island opened their doors to 
the community. Now, a year later, the diocese has 
launched a long-range recovery strategy.

Through an interpreter, Morales remembered “all 
the people who died in the face of Hurricane Ma-
ria. We know there’s been a lot of controversy about 
the numbers. I am sure that more than 3,000 people 
died and it was a huge catastrophe.

“We didn’t have power,” he told the congregation. 
“We didn’t have communication and we know that 
many people who relied on these things and were 
connected to these things in hospitals, in their beds, 
lost their lives. Our prayers are with the people who 
died and also with the family members who lost 
their loved ones but didn’t have the chance to mourn 
properly because they didn’t have any power.”

Initially, the death toll in the wake of the hurri-
cane was officially estimated at about 64, but later 
reports placed the number closer to 3,000.

Morales said he found peace in the middle of the 
storm when he saw the cross still standing at the di-
ocesan center.

“The message I received was that our good Lord 
will always be with us and will always be with our 
people and that’s the way it has been,” he said.

Los Angeles Bishop Diocesan John Harvey Tay-
lor said he was deeply moved by Morales’s “passion 

for the gospel and the way he manifests the light 
and love of Christ in his interactions with all he 
meets,” when they met at the College for Bishops, 
an Episcopal Church program for newly elected or 
ordained bishops.

After Hurricane Maria struck, Taylor said, he was 
impressed by Morales’ response. “Almost immedi-
ately, he began communicating with the world via 
Facebook and describing his travels among his 52 
churches and other institutions,” Taylor recalled.

“I remember thinking that he’d gone from the 
College of Bishops straight to a post-graduate degree 
in advanced bishoping, and he was getting an A+ 
for the way he pastored and inspired his suffering 
people,” Taylor said.

“In the aftermath of the worst natural disaster in 
the island’s history, our government in Washington 
didn’t make Bishop Morales and those he serves feel 
at home,” he added. “But way out here in Los An-
geles, in Christ, they are our neighbors and siblings 
forever.”

At the next House of Bishops meeting Taylor in-
vited Morales to visit Los Angeles on the first an-
niversary of the disaster “to give our dioceses the 
opportunity to form bonds of friendship and com-
mon purpose amid the controversy over the feder-
al response to Maria. He said he wanted to see as 
much of the breadth and depth of our ministry as 
possible.”

Visiting L.A.‘in the spirit of truth’
During his Sept. 24 – 27 Southland trip, Morales 

visited: St. Margaret’s Episcopal School in San Juan 
Capistrano; Good Samaritan 

Bishop Morales 

explores 

partnering  

with Los 

Angeles 

‘in the spirit  

of God’ 

By Pat McCaughan

(continued next page)

JA
N

ET
 K

AW
A

M
O

TO

Bishop Morales  
visits L.A. from 
Puerto Rico, a  

‘diocese of hope’

“We have been strengthened by  

seeing the face of Christ in people  

who suffer, and seeing the face of 

Christ in people who have hope,”

                    — Bishop Rafael Luis Morales

At top: Bishop Rafael 
Morales preaches in 

Spanish and English at 
a Sept. 26 Eucharist at 

St. John’s Cathedral.  
Francisco Garcia, 

rector of Holy Faith 
Church, Inglewood, 

interprets the portions 
delivered in Spanish.
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Hospital, Los Angeles; Episcopal Com-
munities & Services (a diocesan-affiliated 
organization specializing in housing for 
seniors); Prism Restorative Justice (the 
diocese’s Los Angeles County jail and hos-
pital ministry), and the Rev. Eric Law’s 
Kaleidoscope Institute, which promotes 
innovation and sustainability in churches 
and other organizations. He also met with 
the Program Group on Global Partner-
ship, and enjoyed a tour of the Huntington 
Library and Gardens with docents Sherm 
and Marge Telleen, members of Church of 
Our Saviour, San Gabriel.

The Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija, development 
officer for the Diocese of Los Angeles, 
accompanied Morales during his visit, 
which also included a stop at St. Stephen’s 
Church in Hollywood.

“I love that this wasn’t about a diocese 
from Province 9 coming to ask for mon-
ey,” Lebrija said. “This was about a dif-
ferent way of being in communion. Let’s 
learn from and teach each other.”

Morales called the trip joyful and spirit-
filled.

“I’ve seen people who live the gospel in 
a spirit of truth. “For one, you’re joyful. 
God is good to the people of Los Angeles. 
God is good to the people of the Diocese 
of Puerto Rico,” Morales said of his visits. 

“I’ve seen the face of Christ with all the 
people I’ve had the chance to meet here,” 
he told the St. John’s gathering. “The face of 

people with good news here in Los Angeles. 
This might seem simple, but it’s important. 
We have to believe it. After that we need to 
witness to it.”

The dynamic spirit of mission existing in 
both dioceses means “together we can do 
amazing things,” he added. 

“We have an opportunity to do this 
work together,” he said. “We must not 
lose faith. We must not lose focus. We 
must press forward together.”

Invoking Presiding Bishop Michael Cur-
ry’s “Jesus Movement,” he added that the 
most important thing for the church to do 
is “to spread the good news of the Gospel 
because people are hungry for Jesus.” 

He encouraged the gathering to evange-
lize, adding: “The mystery of God can be 
summed up: Dios es amor, God is love.

“This is the mystery of God. And this 
love forgives absolutely. It is a perfect love, 
in Los Angeles and in Puerto Rico. That’s 
why we in Puerto Rico and Los Angeles 
need to really prepare ourselves and do 
this work to reflect this love out there to 
the other. 

“That’s why we need to pray, pray in 
faith, pray in hope, pray, so that people be-
lieve that God has really sent us.”

Taylor plans reciprocal visit in 2019
Taylor said Morales’s ministry, especial-

ly in the aftermath of Maria, “was among 
the bright spots in what by and large has 

been a dark year for Puerto Rico. For 
months, the U.S. government suppressed 
the truth about the death toll. Recovery 
has been painfully slow. For whatever rea-
son, even though its people are our fellow 
Americans, Puerto Rico just didn’t matter 
to our leaders.

Within hours of Maria’s landfall, he was 
hard at work, sending out regular advi-
sories on Facebook and traveling all over 
the island among his diocese’s 50 churches 
— inspecting, comforting, hugging, smil-
ing, drying tears, lifting up, promising to 
rebuild, and sending people forth into the 
world with his infectious joy and optimism.

Taylor said he and Morales “are plan-
ning my reciprocal visit to Puerto Rico 
sometime in 2019. “He and I both see 
the relationship in terms of mutuality and 
learning. 

“We share a passion for evangelism and 
reconciliation and for lifetime spiritual 
formation among all orders, lay and or-
dained. In Christ, all creation, all people, 
all narratives encounter one another in the 
spirit of egalitarianism and harmony. Each 
has something to give, and sacrifice, to the 
other. So there’s no limit on what we can 
accomplish together.”

A video of the Sept. 26 service at St. 
John’s Cathedral is at bit.ly/2NlxVzQ. To 
learn more about the Diocese of Puerto 
Rico and its ministries, visit its website at 
www.episcopalpr.org. ?
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Above: Sherm and Marge Telleen, members of Church of Our Saviour, San Gabriel, 
give Bishop Morales a tour of the Huntington Library and Gardens, where they serve 
as docents. Above right: Morales pays a visit to Brother Dennis Gibbs at the 
Community of Divine Love, a monastery in San Gabriel that also serves as the 
headquarters of Prism, the diocese’s ministry in Los Angeles County jails and 
hospitals. At right: Jaime Edwards-Actor, rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Hollywood, 
and executive director of Hope in Hollywood, shows Morales St. Stephen’s garden, a 
partnership between the parish and Seeds of Hope, a diocesan food justice ministry.
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Alternative 

worship 

reaches out to 

LGBTQ 

community 

and friends

By Pat McCaughan

‘The Welcome Table’
at St. Paul’s, Tustin:

It’s here for you
t “The Welcome Table” communion begins with 

conversation and a light meal; worship happens 
later.

Several dozen Southland Episcopalians gath-
er for the alternative service Oct. 3 at St. Paul’s 

Church in Tustin, wearing “icebreaker” tags bearing 
their names, favored personal pronouns and favorite 
musical artists.

Michael, 18, a Lady Gaga fan and a Welcome 
Table regular, brought a friend, Jonah, for the first 
time. “I come here because I’m gay,” Michael, a col-
lege student, told the Episcopal News. “For so long, 
it seems as if churches have not been welcoming. 
But to have an entire denomination, the Episcopal 
Church, welcome us, and now, for St. Paul’s to offer 
this, it is empowering and validating.”

Jonah, also 18 and a local college student, agreed. 
“This is very different from my own church,” he 
said. “It seems that, for some churches you cannot 
be religious and be LGBTQ. Some churches are not 
accepting of LGBTQ community. That everyone 
here is so accepting is an amazing thing.”

They represent a community GLEAM-OC was 
hoping to reach when launching The Welcome Table 
in April 2018, according to the Rev. Kay Sylvester, 
St. Paul’s rector.

“We wanted to broaden our ministry to the 
LGBTQ and friends community, and especially 
to support younger folks,” said Sylvester, chair of 
GLEAM-OC, the Orange County chapter of Gath-
ering LGBT Episcopalians in Active Ministry.

The congregation gathers at about 6:30 p.m. for a 
potluck, buffet-style meal. Served up this evening is 
pumpkin bisque, created by the Rev. David Milligan, 
St. Paul’s associate rector, who doubles as  preacher 
and musician for the evening worship.

‘The Lord’s Supper in three courses’
The bell rings at 7 p.m. and the gathering moves 

to adjacent pews for a moment of silent meditation 
before the start of the liturgy, created by Sylvester.

The Welcome Table’s three-fold movement was 
inspired by Holy Spirit, Silver Lake’s offering of 
“the Lord’s Supper in three courses”: food and fel-
lowship; a contemporary Eucharist and then dessert 
and more fellowship. Holy Spirit, a progressive, di-
verse, inclusive community committed to hospitality, 
worship and service, meets Thursday evenings at the 
Chapel of St. Francis in Los Angeles.

At this meeting in Tustin, Milligan tackles the dif-
ficult divorce question put to Jesus by the Pharisees 
in Mark 10:2-16, from the Sunday, Oct. 7 lection-
ary, saying, “Jesus is always about the business of 
restoration.”

But Jesus told them, “It was because of your 
hardness of heart that he wrote this command for 
you. But from the beginning (continued next page)

Above: Welcome is the 
word and the image 

conveyed by an 
open-hearted banner, 

the friendly congrega-
tion, and the rainbow-

themed logo for St. 
Paul’s LGBTQ ministry.
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of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ That’s why ‘a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united with his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ 
So they’re no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore, what God has joined together, 
man must never separate” (New Interna-
tional Version).

Jesus’ reply, Milligan says, “severs the 
jugular” of the religious authorities’ belief 
that men were recipients of God-given au-
thority over women. Jesus accomplished 
this by quoting to them their own Scrip-
tures. In short, he said, “Jesus’ answer 
placed women on equal footing and with 
equal responsibilities as men.”

The passage is about much more than 
sex, Milligan added. “The word translated 
“adultery” speaks to damage done from a 
relationship being broken apart,” he said. 
“It speaks to brokenness, unfaithfulness, 
betrayal. That might include sexual behav-
ior but certainly is not limited to it and we 
are not well-served by this narrow inter-
pretation.”

Jesus’ reply is a “mandate to protect the 
vulnerable ... a call to equality ... an invita-
tion to faithfulness,” he told the gathering. 

“It is a caution against damaging rela-
tionships in a way that leads to permanent 
scars. What this is not is a Scripture about 
who can and cannot be married. It is a 
Scripture that calls us to a more meaning-
ful engagement with our partners.”

After worship and opportunities for 
healing prayer, dessert is served up, along 
with time for reflection.

‘This place is for you’
The Welcome Table is “an incredible 

model of creating loving community,” ac-
cording to the Rev. Christopher Montella, 
who presided over the Eucharist. “It re-
ally is quite simple. Open the doors. Invite 
people in. Go out to them, offer nourish-
ment, spiritual or literal.”

Montella, an associate rector at St. Wil-
frid of York, Huntington Beach, and chair 
of the Bishop’s Commission on LGBT 
Ministries, said: “We need to do all we can 
to create safe spaces for young people, to 
explore what it means when they walk in 
a space like this, for us to say, ‘this place is 
for you.’”

“We need to welcome them to the table, 

where hungry people get fed, particularly 
in a time when life for LGBTQ persons 
seems a battle … when there’s still so much 
hate and judgment out there.” 

The Rev. Carole Horton Howe, associ-
ate rector at St. Matthias, Whittier, said it 
was a joy to serve as deacon at worship, 
“to be involved in a liturgy so beautiful, so 
welcoming. It is very warm, very accepting, 
very filled with love, the love God meant 

for us to have for one another is here.”
Bonnie, an East Coast transplant who 

lives in Costa Mesa, heard about the gath-
ering from a friend. Standing with others 
at high-top, black-clothed tables beside 
the sanctuary, she said she will attend The 
Welcome Table again because “I’m look-
ing for connection, for community.”

To learn more about The Welcome Ta-
ble, email to stpaul@stpauls.org. ?

WELCOME TABLE 
(continued from page 8) United Thank Offering’s annual

Ingathering to begin Nov. 4

Beginning on Sunday, 
Nov. 4, in churches all 
over the Episcopal Dio-

cese of Los Angeles, it will once 
again be “blue box” time. Pa-
rishioners will assemble their 
United Thank Offering mite 
boxes and spend the month 
of November accumulating 
thanksgivings — and spare 
bills and change — as part of 
the UTO Gratitude Challenge.

“This is the time for us to 
focus on the process of daily 
acknowledging our gratitude 
for life’s blessings and thank-
ing God for all that has caused 
us to feel gratitude in our hearts,” says 
Diane Askren, UTO coordinator for the 
diocese, who spoke at an Oct. 6 tea for 
UTO representatives at local congrega-
tions, held at the Pasadena home of Bish-
op John Harvey Taylor and Canon Kathy 
Hannigan O’Connor. She suggested an 
alternative to the traditional method of 
dropping coins into the UTO mite box to 
express gratitude.

“During the Ingathering, take time 
each day to write down on a piece of pa-
per what you feel gratitude for,” she said. 
“At the end of November, reread each of 
those notes and make your offering in re-
sponse to what you have written.”

In its earliest years in the 19th century, 
UTO, organized and run entirely by Epis-
copal women, was at times the largest 
single source of funding for the church’s 
missionary work. Today its grants sup-
port ministry throughout the world. 

Askren told the Oct. 6 gathering that 
$1 million in grant applications went un-

funded last year. This year, UTO wants 
to raise those extra funds and more. 
UTO has provided a November calendar 
to assist in this effort. Each day of the 
week has a consistent theme throughout 
the month (and resources are organized 
by day of the week), but the focus will 
change from week to week. For the calen-
dar and more information and resources 
for the ingathering in PDF format, go to 
bit.ly/2yYpHsv.

UTO blue boxes and other supplies 
can be ordered online from ShimaofNava 
joland.com, or call 928.729.5540. The 
items are free, but shipping charges ap-
ply. For other resources visit the United 
Thank Offering website at www.episco 
palchurch.org/united-thank-offering.

Anyone interested in serving as a par-
ish or mission UTO coordinator should 
speak with clergy and lay leaders, then 
contact Askren at jdaskren55@gmail.com 
or 951.840.0033 Askren also is available 
to speak about UTO and its work at con-
gregations of the diocese. ?

Diane Askren, United Thank Offering coordinator for the 
Diocese of Los Angeles, displays one of UTO’s iconic blue 
boxes during a tea for UTO representatives on Oct. 6.
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Wes Geer 

channels 

music’s  

healing power 

for those 

facing life’s 

challenges

By Pat McCaughan

In Laguna Hills, 
‘Rock to Recovery’ 

turns strangers into 
band mates

es Geer of Rock to Recov-
ery invoked the healing 

power of music to create  
a band in a day on Oct. 6 at  

St. George’s Episcopal Church 
in Laguna Hills.

Within the space of a few hours, with a handful 
of drums, rattles, guitars, tambourines, an electric 
keyboard and guitar, voices and other instruments, 
with prayers and willing participants, the group be-
came the “Transformation” band. And, a segment 
at a time, they created and recorded a song, “Faith.”

Geer’s creative approach is music therapy and 
more. He formed Rock to Recovery on Dec. 12, 
2012, as an outgrowth of his own drug and alco-
hol rehabilitation journey. The Southland native was 
guitarist with the rock band Hed P.E. and the nu 
metal band Korn. Along the way, he realized music 
could be a vehicle to promote healing in the recovery 
community.

Rock to Recovery’s nonprofit entity reaches out to 
Wounded Warriors and is part of the treatment cur-
riculum for some 60 other rehabilitation programs, 
Geer said. Aiming to channel energy into creativity, 
the group also donates its services to state-funded 
agencies and nonprofit organizations, such as St. 
George’s.

More than 20 recovery groups meet weekly on the 
St. George’s campus, and that inspired the church’s 
Caring Ministry to invite Geer, along with Matt 
Bartosch, to lead the workshop, according to St. 
George’s parishioner Ellie Brokaw. 

“The caring ministry is a one-on-one ministry that 
offers support to those facing life’s challenges,” said 
Brokaw, who along with Willie Muñoz leads that 
ministry. 

“But with so much unrest going on in the larger 
community, we wanted to broaden our scope and 
reach out to others,” Brokaw told the intimate gath-
ering of about 20.

She and Muñoz wrote the lyrics and became vo-
calists for the group’s song “Faith,” inspired by the 
feelings and emotions of the day.

During introductions, each participant had shared 
a feeling or emotion he or she needed or wanted to 

release: fear, anxiety, worry, negativity. And they 
shared what they hoped to attract: peacefulness, joy-
fulness, hope, faith.

Those emotions began to form the lyrics for the 
song. 

No musical ability is necessary for Rock to Recov-
ery, Geer said. The day is about fun and learning,  
new realizations and healing. Because many people 
believe they have no musical ability, they often over-
look the power of music to heal them. 

“When I was in recovery groups myself and when 
people are in those dark places, looking for an-
swers, looking for hope, and feeling so isolated or 
alone, I noticed that when I played the guitar with 
people who weren’t musicians, it would bring us all 
together.” 

He added, “We would write songs together, and 
goof off. Walls were torn down. People came to-
gether. I saw the power of playing music with non-
musicians and how much it worked. 

“When people say ‘I’m not musical,’ I ask them 
to think about it as if you were three years old and 
someone put on music. Then what would happen?”

Music exists even in daily casual conversation, he 
said. “When we speak, there is rhythm, cadence. It 
is music, even though most of us haven’t spent a life-
time playing or practicing it. 

“Our whole life is a song, it is music. The idea is, 
that we’re not trying to be Elvis Presley or Pavarotti. 
We’re not trying to be rock stars. We’re just using 
the magic of playing music together as a connective 
force.”

Music’s positive power and healing potential can-
not be overstated, he said.

“When we play music, it helps release endorphins, 
oxytocin, serotonin; it helps repair neural path-
ways. It can stop all those outside thoughts and can 
force us into the present moment. It can change old 
thought patterns that might be negative into new 
ones. It can actually change (continued next page)

R E C O V E R Y  M I N I S T R Y

At Rock to Recovery, 
(from left), Willie 

Munoz, Ellie Brokaw, 
Matt Bartosch  

and Wes Geer sing 
‘Faith’ the song they 

and others created 
together.
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the brain’s and body chemistry,” he said.
He recalled a previous session during 

which someone detoxing from heroin was 
able to participate and feel healed.

Gwendolyn, a Torrance resident, said 
she attended the session after hearing 
about it through a recovery group.

A quick assessment of participants re-
sulted in Geer’s role assignments: Who has 
rhythm? Who wants to write lyrics? Who 
wants to make some noise? What musi-
cal tempo, what type of energy represents 
where we are today? Slow? Medium? Fast?

He passes out rattles, tambourines, in-
vites drummers, keyboarders and voices. 
With electric guitar in hand, Geer leads 
“the band” in a quickly improvised cho-
rus that loosens and exercises the vocal 
chords: ah ah uh uh ah; ah ah uh uh ah.

Band members practice — keyboarders 
jamming, drummers drumming, tambou-
rines and rattles clattering, while Bartosch 
assists Brokaw and Muñoz with lyrics.

Recalling the intentions set earlier, to let 
go of fear and to attract faith, the vocalists 
are ready. Brokaw croons into the micro-
phone,

Help me, I’m afraid.
Of what am I afraid?
The unknown before me.
The feeling starts to fade.
And Munoz breaks in, speaking the 

words as Brokaw continues to sing the  
lyrics:

Fear is disabling;
Fear can be useful, a warning;
Fear hides ability to act;
Fear results from a lack of knowledge;
Fear immobilizes;
Fear is the absence of faith.
Another chorus emerges, and the entire 

band joins in: When we have faith, we can 
let go …

“Which is what we were talking about 
today,” Geer told the gathering, adding: 
“Wait, wait, let’s record the song and I’ll 
put it online.” 

And he did: www.facebook.com/rocktore 
covery and soundcloud.com/rocktorecovery. ?

Above: Wes Geer, CEO and founder of Rock to Recovery, leads an Oct. 6 workshop at St. George’s 
Church, Laguna Hills; the Rev. Bonnie Brandon is on the keyboard. Above right: Wes Geer, Matt 
Bartosch (kneeling), Dave Brokaw, Ellie Brokaw, Willie Munoz and Kathie Killen work together to 
create a song and a band in a day. At right, workshop participants form a percussion section for the 
new band, named “Transformation.”

ROCK TO RECOVERY (continued from page 10)
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Above: Michele 
Racusin smiles as 

Bishop John Harvey 
Taylor introduces her 
to the diocese as its 

new chief financial 
officer during his 2017 

convention address.

From CPA  

to priest to 

CFO, Racusin 

does ministry 

by the numbers 

and by  

the heart

By Pat McCaughan

he Rev. Michele Racusin says she is “still getting my 
feet wet” since she became chief financial officer for 
the Diocese of Los Angeles in December 2017.

Moving to the Southland from Fresno, in the 
Diocese of San Joaquin, where she had served sev-
eral congregations, actually was a homecoming for 
Racusin. 

“I grew up at St. Peter’s, Santa Maria, where I was 
married and confirmed and buried my parents and a 
sister, and I have a long history there,” she told the 
Episcopal News recently.

Included in that history was a powerful call to the 
priesthood at age ten, before women’s ordination 
was possible in the Episcopal Church. “It took a 
while,” Racusin, 60, acknowledged. “I felt that God 
was saying ‘no, not yet. Just wait.’” 

She prepared while she waited, becoming a certi-
fied public accountant and working for a big-four 
accounting firm. 

She continued working as a CPA even after she 
felt the time had come to pursue ordination. By then 
the Episcopal Church was ordaining women but the 
Diocese of San Joaquin wasn’t. “Women could be 
deacons, but not priests,” she said. 

Undaunted, Racusin attended seminary there, 
eventually taking weekend courses at Grace Cathe-
dral in San Francisco. She was the first woman in the 
diocese to complete the process for ordination, and 
was ordained a deacon in 2004.

She adapted the nearly 200-mile drive to San Fran-
cisco into mother-son time. “It was like a great ad-
venture.” She’d start out on the road at 3 a.m. in her 
two-seater sports car. Each of her four sons accom-
panied her at various times, the ride-along allowing 
for heart-to-heart conversations.

She has been married 34 years to Samuel, a re-
tired Los Angeles County probation officer. “When 
we met, I told him that one day I was going to be a 
priest,” she recalled laughingly. “I thought, I might 
as well cut this off after the first date.”

Samuel had actually considered being a rabbi, but 
instead eventually converted to Christianity from Ju-
daism. 

Their sons now range in age from 22 to 28. Jacob, 
28, is part-owner of a San Francisco bar. Eli serves 
as a military intelligence officer in the U.S. Army. 
His twin, Elliott, lives at the couple’s home in Clovis 
while working on a master’s in business administra-
tion degree at Fresno State University. The youngest, 

Jonathan, is studying film at San Francisco State Uni-
versity, she said.

Ordained to the priesthood in 2005, Racusin has 
served as a deputy to General Convention and as 
rector of Holy Family Church, Fresno. She led the 
congregation through a move to St. James Cathe-
dral after the property was returned to the Episcopal 
Church. A breakaway group that had left the de-
nomination had tried to hold onto the property, but 
the courts ruled it was held in trust for the Episcopal 
Church.

Despite the difficulties of those years, Racusin 
views it as a time of rebirth, of opportunity, of recog-
nizing the importance of faith and community.

The continuing Episcopal diocese in San Joaquin 
“was a small group of people, relatively speaking, a 
lot smaller than what the numbers were in the dio-
cese at the time of the schism, but its people were so 
focused and determined on knowing that God loves 
everybody,” she said.

Despite differences, they shared a common bond 
and love for the Episcopal Church. “There were dif-
ferent politics, differences in the way people wor-
shipped, but what held them together was this love 
they had for one another and for God and it was an 
experience that was absolutely amazing.”

And the schism ended years of isolation from the 
larger church. It opened up a wave of support and 
love that was “absolutely incredible.” she added. San 
Joaquin Episcopalians are still grateful for the lead-
ership and guidance of interim Bishops Jerry Lamb 
(retired diocesan, New Mexico) and Chet Talton (re-
tired suffragan, Los Angeles), she said, adding, “The 
schism allowed us to become part of the Episcopal 
Church.”

Now she is happy to be 

D I O C E S A N  S T A F F

Meet the diocesan CFO:
the Rev. Michele Racusin

(continued next page)
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part of the Los Angeles diocese. “I love 
the size and diversity of this diocese,” she 
said. “You can do so much ministry here. 
I thought, wow, what a great marriage, of 
being a person who understand finances 
and has an understanding of the church.”

She wishes more institutions taught 
church finances to seminarians and clergy, 
and serves as a member of the finance fac-
ulty of the Church Pension Group’s CRE-
DO Institute. CREDO offers clergy and la-
ity opportunities to reassess and transform 
their spiritual, vocational, financial, and 
physical/psychological wellbeing.

Racusin also hopes to help make dioc-
esan finances more accessible and perhaps 
eventually to teach seminars for congrega-
tional treasurers. 

She has been working intensely with 
Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce and 
diocesan treasurer Andy Tomat to pre-
pare the diocese’s 2019 budget. Changes 
in financial reporting will be evident at the 
upcoming 123rd annual meeting of the 
diocese Nov. 30 – Dec. 1, at the Ontario 
Convention Center, she said.

“We’re redoing the way our financial 

statements are presented. There are revi-
sions of the budgeting process, with one of 
the goals being the people doing ministry 
should submit their own budgets and take 
ownership of their finances for their mis-
sion area,” she said.

“We will show how Corp Sole has his-
torically supported the mission and minis-
try of the church … and that mission drives 
finances, not the other way around.”

Additionally, she likes sailing, boat-
ing and hiking — she and a son walked 
the Camino de Santiago a few years ago, 
something she encourages everyone to do if 
physically able.

She is a lover of creative liturgy, Taize and 
teaching. “It’s really important to teach our 
faith,” added Racusin, a former Education 
for Ministry mentor. She also developed a 
curriculum and taught it in the school of 
deacons in the San Joaquin diocese.

Occasionally, she serves as a supply 
priest at various diocesan congregations. 
Recently, some former parishioners made 
the five-hour drive to hear her preach at St. 
Mary’s, Lompoc.

“Michele is a true spiritual leader,” said 

Maureen Cook. Racusin is a gifted teacher, 
preacher and creative leader who oversaw 
the building of a labyrinth at Holy Family 
Church in Fresno. It was both an outreach 
to the community and an inreach to the 
congregation, she said.

“She is such a forward thinker, such a 
driving inner force to not only do well in 
her job but to help others around her do 
well,” Cook said. “She’s so bright. I was 
her senior warden for three years and I 
got to see behind the scenes, the stuff she 
would do, the time she would put in that 
people don’t even realize.”

Barbara Wade agreed. She said Racusin 
served tirelessly, customarily leading four 
services, teaching Education for Minis-
try and other classes, all while a wife and 
mother and being present to her congrega-
tion.

“When my husband had surgery, she 
was there,” said Wade. “She came to our 
house the night before to say prayers for 
him. When my daughter’s husband passed 
away suddenly she was there. Those are 
things you don’t forget. She preaches the 
Gospel without words.” ?

RACUSIN (continued from page 12)

When Episcopal Asiamerica Min-
istries — the Episcopal Church-
wide ministry to and by Episco-

palians of Asian descent — gathered Sept. 
27 – Oct. 1 in Honolulu, Hawaii for its 
triennial conference, the Diocese of Los 
Angeles contingent was one of the biggest, 
as befits California’s large population of 
people of Asian descent. 

The consultation included Asians and 

people engaged in Asian ministry from 
the United States, Canada, England, 
South Korea and the Philippines, includ-
ing 40 American and Canadian teenagers. 
The conference theme, “Piko – Celebrate 
Christ, Community and Creation,” came 
from the Hawaiian word for navel or belly 
button, representing interconnectivity. 

Seven consultations make up the Epis-
copal Asiamerica Ministries Council: 

Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, 
South Asian, Southeast Asian and Pacific 
Islander. The council operates in partner-
ship with the Episcopal Church’s Office of 
Asiamerica Ministries. 

For more about the meeting, which fo-
cused on identifying new leadership for the 
future, visit bit.ly/2OZ7fGG and bit.ly/2pF3qvu 
for articles by Lynette Wilson of Episcopal 
News Service. ?         

Asian Episcopalians, Anglicans meet in Hawaii 
to ‘celebrate Christ, community and creation’

  The contingent from the Diocese of Los Angeles 
was one of the largest at the EAM consultation 
meeting in Honolulu in September.
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u The Rev. Stefanie Wilson Brown began  
serving as an associate at St. Matthew’s, 
Pacific Palisades, in August. She concluded 
her ministries as Campbell Hall chaplain 
and as parish associate at St. Michael and 
All Angels, Corona del Mar, on Aug. 5. 

u The Rev. John Limo has been called as 
rector of St. Timothy’s Church, Apple Val-
ley. He previously served the congregation 
as priest-in-charge.

u Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has ap-
pointed the Rev. Lester Mackenzie, priest-
in-charge of St. Mary’s Church, Laguna 
Beach, as one of the Episcopal Church’s 
official representatives at the 24th session 
of the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (“COP24”), to be held 
in Katowice, Poland, Dec. 3 – 14. 

u The Rev. Sharon Sheffield has been 
called as priest-in-charge of St. Thomas 
Mission, Long Beach. She previously 
served at St. Mark’s, Downey.

u Dwayne S. Milburn, 
conductor, composer, 
singer and keyboard art-
ist, has been called as mu-
sic director and conduc-
tor for the Music Guild 
at St. Matthew’s Church, 

Pacific Palisades. He succeeds longtime 
director Canon Thoman Neenan, who re-
tired this year. A native of Baltimore, Mil-
burn earned bachelor and Ph.D. degrees 
in music education and composition at 
UCLA and a master’s degree in conduct-
ing at the Cleveland Institute. For three 
years he was Director of Cadet Music and 
the Glee Club at West Point and in 1993 
he joined the U.S. Army, serving as band-
master of the Continental Army Band and 
U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own.” Since 
then he has served in the Middle East and 
Eastern Europe and most recently as Com-
mander and Conductor of the U.S. Army 
Band and Chorus in Europe. He retired 
from the U.S. Army in September.

u Trinity Episcopal Church, Santa Barba-
ra, has called the Rev. Elizabeth Molitors 
to serve as its 19th rector. Her first Sun-

day will be Nov. 4. Prior 
to accepting the position 
at Trinity, Molitors served 
as rector of Annuncia-
tion Episcopal Church in 
Gurnee, Illinois, and pre-
viously as associate rector 

at St. Mark’s Church, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. 
Before her call to the priesthood, she spent 
almost 25 years in corporate positions, in-
cluding 13 years as an IT project manager 
for two Fortune 500 companies. She has 
one adult child, Eli, who lives and works 
in Northampton, Massachusetts.

u The Rev. Jennifer Anne 
Reddall, ordained in the 
Diocese of Los Angeles, 
was elected as the sixth 
bishop of the Diocese of 
Arizona on Oct 20. The 
first woman to be elected 

a bishop in the Diocese of Arizona, Red-
dall is currently the rector of Church of 
the Epiphany in New York (Diocese of 
New York), and was one of three candi-
dates. She will succeed Bishop Kirk Smith, 
who was rector of St. James in-the-City 
Church, Los Angeles, before his election 
as bishop. Reddall grew up in California, 
and after graduating from Yale University 
with a degree in theater studies, joined 

the Episcopal Urban Intern Program in 
Los Angeles, later serving for a year as a 
special education teacher at Hillsides. She 
graduated from General Theological Semi-
nary in New York in 2002, and after or-
dination served as curate at Church of the 
Epiphany, Oak Park. Pending consent of 
a majority of the bishops with jurisdiction 
and the diocesan standing committees, 
Reddall will be ordained and consecrated 
on March 9, 2019, at the Church of the 
Nations in Phoenix. Presiding Bishop Mi-
chael Curry will preside.

u The Rev. Cindy Voien has been called 
as priest-in-charge under special circum-
stances at St. Joseph’s Church, Buena 
Park, beginning in January. She previously 
served on the ministry team at St. Barn-
abas’ Church, Eagle Rock (Los Angeles), 
and as interim priest at a congregation in 
Bakersfield, in the Diocese of San Joaquin.

u The Rev. Dawn Vukich was installed as 
vicar of Faith, Laguna Niguel Aug. 19.

u The student body of Bloy House re-
cently elected seminarian Nancy Wallis to 
serve as student representative on the sem-
inary’s board of trustees. Wallis, a nominee 
for holy orders, is a member of St. Mary’s 
Church, Laguna Beach.  ?
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u The Rev. William Fer-
rell Ellington, former 
rector of St. Joseph’s 
Church, Buena Park 
(1987 – 1990), vicar of St. 
Paul’s Church, Barstow 
(1991 – 1995), and rector 

of Trinity Church, Fillmore (1995 – 2000) 
died Sept. 21 in Eufaula, Oklahoma, 
where he was vicar for 18 years at Trin-
ity Church and dean of the Northeast 
Region. He was 84, and was canonically 
resident in Los Angeles. A psychiatrist, he 
served as a Navy Reserve chaplain and 
prison system chaplain. Survivors include 
his wife, Patricia; their three daughters, a 
son, eight grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren. A service was held on Oct. 
1 at Trinity, Eufaula. 

u Marie Greatorex, a 
leader of Girls Friendly 
Society in the Diocese of 
Los Angeles, died Sept. 2 
at age 92. A service was 
held Sept. 22 at St. John 
the Divine Church, Costa 

Mesa, where she was an active member 
for more than 30 years. Survivors include 
her husband, Stephen, five children, 18 
grandchildren and 25 great-grandchil-
dren. Greatorex was a GFS  member and 
leader since childhood. She served many 
positions on the GFS-LA board of direc-
tors, and was its president from 2003 to 
2006. A registered nurse, she worked for 
26 years at Hoag Hospital and served as 
camp nurse when GFS held sessions in 
the 1970s at Camp Stevens. ?

REQUIESCANT

For full obituaries, visit www.episcopalnews.com
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In 1885, Sister Mary Wood, an Epis-
copal nun from the San Francisco 
area, saw a desperate need for health 

care in her adopted home and opened 
the nine-bed Los Angeles Hospital and 
Home for Invalids. 

Today Good Samaritan Hospital, with 
its 408 beds, 18 surgical suites, 625 
medical staff members and state-of-the-
art facilities, continues as an independent 
institution of the diocese. Its chaplaincy 
program continues under the auspices of 
the Episcopal Church.

In 1899, by vote of convention, the 
diocese designated offerings given at its 
congregations on Thanksgiving Day to 
support the work of the hospital — a cus-
tom still observed by some congregations. 
With the support of Bishop John Harvey 
Taylor, the Rev. Michael Bell, current di-
rector of pastoral care, is asking churches 
of the diocese to revive this practice to 
help support the chaplaincy program.

“Providing robust, interfaith chap-

laincy and pastoral and spiritual care 
to our hospital staff, patients and fami-
lies depends more and more on financial 
gifts from individuals, organizations, 
and charitable foundations,” says Bell. 
“Thanksgiving gifts of any size from the 
offerings collected in your congregations 
will help us sustain our chaplaincy and 
the Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE 
program that provides formation for so 
many ministers in our diocese as well as 
a meaningful spiritual care to our diverse 
hospital community.”

To contribute, congregations and indi-
viduals can mail checks payable to Good 
Samaritan Hospital (write “CPE Fund” 
in the memo line) to Good Samaritan 
Hospital, Pastoral Care Department, 
1225 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90017. 
At any time of year, contributions may be 
made online at www.goodsam.org/Support-
Us/Donations.aspx. For more information, 
contact Bell at mbell@goodsam.org. ?

Congregations asked  
to share Thanksgiving  
offerings with Good  
Samaritan Hospital

New security 
measures taken at 
Cathedral Center

In response to sev-
eral incidents and in 

order to ensure the safety of diocesan staff 
and guests, procedures for visitors have 
undergone some changes at the Cathedral 
Center of St. Paul, the administrative and 
ministry hub of the Diocese of Los Angeles. 

Doors to the executive suite on the sec-
ond floor were recently fitted with elec-
tronic locks, and those areas are now 
restricted to staff and authorized person-
nel. Visitors who have appointments with 
Bishop Taylor, Bishop Bruce, the Forma-
tion and Transitions office and the devel-
opment office, or who have meetings in 
the Absalom Jones or Madonna and Child 
conference rooms will need to follow di-
rections from staff members at the main 
reception desk in order to enter that area.

As always, all visitors must sign in at the 
reception desk. This is a longtime policy, 
established to make sure that in an emer-
gency, all people in the building are ac-
counted for. 

The staff appreciates the cooperation of 
clergy and lay people visiting the Cathe-
dral Center.

Cuernavaca pilgrimage 
planned for 2019

The 2019 annual pil-
grimage to Cuernavaca 
is an opportunity to be-
come acquainted with the 
Diocese of Los Angeles’ 

companions in the Anglican Diocese of 
Cuernavaca, and to learn Spanish. The di-
oceses of Cuernavaca and Los Angeles are 
in an official companion relationship. The 
2019 pilgrimage will take place March 23 
– April 6. It includes daily lessons in Span-
ish grammar, conversation, and culture. 
All levels of Spanish are welcome; classes 
are arranged based on students’ current 
mastery of the language. A number of ex-
cursions are planned to churches and local 
historical and cultural sites. Cost is about 
$2,500 (the exact cost to be determined), 
which includes airfare and accommoda-
tion and meals at the Diocesan Center of 
the Diocese of Cuernavaca. Scholarships 
are available. For further information, 
contact the Rev. Barbara Stewart by email 
at barbarastewart001@gmail.com. ?

T A K E  N O T E
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‘Godspell’ wows 
crowds in L.A.,
Santa Barbara

The first-ever Bishop's Concert, featur-
ing a fully-staged production of the 
musical Godspell, was performed for 

nearly full houses Sept. 7 - 9 at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, San Diego; Zipper Hall at the 
Colburn School, Los Angeles; and Trinity 
Church, Santa Barbara, to raise funds for 
diocesan ministries. 

The company of professional actors and 
musicians was directed by Tom Klebba and Michele Spears. 

Godspell was conceived in 1970 as a graduate project by John-Michael Tebelak, 
who had become tired of what he saw as rote worship. He drew on popular story-
telling methods and musical styles to relate the story of Jesus as told in the gospels, 
using a mixture of modern and traditional language.

Tebelak, an Episcopalian, adapted hymns texts such “Day by Day,” “Turn Back, 
Oh Man,””We Beseech Thee,” and “All Good Gifts” from the church’s Hymnal 
1940. His Carnegie Mellon University classmate Stephen Schwartz (later compos-
er and lyricist of Pippin and Wicked) wrote contemporary tunes and added more 
songs to the score. Godspell became a long-running hit on and off Broadway, and 
has frequently been produced by amateur and professional companies ever since. 
The Bishop’s Concert performance, produced by the Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija, was 
based on a 2011 Broadway revival that featured an updated book and score.  ?

At top left: Katherine Washington, as John the 
Baptist (later Judas Iscariot) helps Joey Ruggiero, 
as Jesus, don his “#1” baseball jersey as he sings 
“God Save the People.” At top: Ellie Wyman 
(center) and the cast sing “Bless the Lord.”  
Above: The full cast of 10 includes: standing from 
left: Adrian Ayala, Kristina Meyering, Chris 
Etscheid, Shawn Ingram, Washington, and Wyman. 
Seated from left are Laura Hartley, Monica Quin, 
Ruggiero, and Jessica Rau. Below left: Meyering, 
Etscheid and Hartley strike a pose. Below right: 
Ruggiero and Washington lead the cast in the 
vaudeville-inspired “All For the Best.”
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