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‘Our Sister’s Keeper’ 
exhibit will benefit 
scholarship fund 

Our Sister’s Keeper,” an exhibit of pho
tographs by Marie Plakos honoring 
the lives of girls and women around 

the world, will be held at the Cathedral Cen
ter of St. Paul 
Dec. 9 – March 3. 

The exhibit will 
be launched on 
Sunday, Dec. 9, 
beginning at 5:30 
p.m. with remarks 
by the artist, fol
lowed by an hors 
d’oeuvres recep
tion. Music will be 
provided by Leg
acy, an ensemble 
featuring Viken 
Najarian, Kris
tapor Allen Najarian and Kathleen Bradley
Najarian. 

Marie Plakos describes herself on her web
site as “an artist who uses my camera to re
flect the beauty of the people, their culture, 
and the landscapes of this Earth.”

The event will feature a silent auction and 
raffle of prints of photos from the exhibit to 
benefit a new scholarship fund for women of 
color who are pursuing ordained ministry in 
the Episcopal Church.

After Dec. 9, the exhibit will be open for 
visitors during business hours. The Cathedral 
Center is located at 840 Echo Park Avenue, 
Los Angeles. 

The Women of Color Scholarship Fund
Women now make up nearly half the clergy 

of the Diocese of Los Angeles. But women of 
color are still underrepresented, comprising 
only a small percentage of clergy in the dio
cese. Each year, the fund will offer financial 
assistance to help one or more women from 
underrepresented groups pursue ordination, 
including scholarships to one of the Episcopal 
Church’s seminaries.

For more information, visit the fund’s web 
page at diocesela.org/women-of-color, or contact 
the Rev. Yein Kim at ykim@ladiocese.org. ?

Should you run for diocesan office? 
Nominations are open for clergy, lay officers to be elected at convention  

Nominations are open for officers to be 
elected at Diocesan Convention Nov. 
30 – Dec. 1. The bishops and canon 

to the ordinary invite church members to con
sider standing for one of the available offices.

“Governance in The Episcopal Church is 
all about collegiality, collaboration, and com
munity discernment,” Bishop John Harvey 
Taylor said. “You offer a precious gift to God 
by putting your name forward to serve on 
these deliberative bodies and put your experi
ence, insights, and creativity to work for the 
benefit of our whole diocesan family.”

Candidates must be nominated by a mem
ber of the clergy or a lay delegate, and need to 
submit a nomination form and a photo, brief 
biography and a statement of reasons for run
ning for office or vision for the office. Forms 
and instructions are at www.diocesanconven 
tion.com under “Nominations.”

Offices open for nomination are:

Canterbury college chaplaincy programs: 
One clergy or lay director will be elected to 
a oneyear term on the boards of directors 
for Canterbury Irvine, Canterbury USC, and 
Canterbury Westwood.

Diocesan Investment Trust: One trustee, cler
gy or lay, for a fouryear term.

Corporation of the Diocese: One clergy and 
two lay members of the board of the direc
tors, each for a threeyear term.

Commission on Ministry: One clergy and one 
lay member will be elected, each for a three
year term.

Diocesan Council: One clergy member will be 
elected for a threeyear term; one clergy mem
ber to fill a twoyear unexpired term; and one 
lay member for a threeyear term.

HFS (Holy Family Services) Adoption and 
Foster Care: One clergy or lay diocesan rep
resentative to the board of directors will be 
elected for a threeyear term.

Secretary of Convention: One clergy or lay 
person will be elected.

Standing Committee: One clergy and one lay 
member will be elected, each for a fouryear 
term.

For information about Diocesan Conven
tion, visit www.diocesanconvention.com. For 
election information, including descriptions 
of offices, nomination forms and instructions, 
select “Nominations” from the navigation 
bar. ?

Cathedral Center flies 
rainbow flag in honor 
of Matthew Shepard
On Oct. 26 Washington National 
Cathedral was standing-room-only for 
an emotional service of thanksgiving 
and remembrance for Matthew 
Shepard, a young gay Episcopalian and 
student at the University of Wyoming, 
who was beaten, tortured, tied to a 
fence near Laramie and left to die on a 
freezing October night in 1998. His 
parents had avoided burying his ashes 
for fear that the gravesite would be van-
dalized. The National Cathedral offered 
a secure place in its crypt. “Gently rest in this place, you are safe now. Matthew, welcome home,” said 
Bishop Gene Robinson, who preached at the service. In solidarity with the cathedral’s service and interment 
of Shepard’s ashes, the Cathedral Center of St. Paul displayed a rainbow flag, a symbol of the LGBTQ 
community that was galvanized by Shepard’s murder, throughout the Oct. 26 – 28 weekend.

“Chamula Girls” is among 
the photos in the exhibit.

M
AR

IE
 P

LA
KO

S



Almightie God, whiche haste knitte to-
gether thy electe in one Communion and 

felowship, in the misticall body of thy sonne 
Christe our Lord; graunt us grace so to folow 
thy holy Saynctes in all virtues, and godly 
livyng, that we maye come to those inspeake-
able joyes, whiche thou hast prepared for all 
them that unfaynedly love thee; through Jesus 
Christe (Book of Common Prayer 1549).

Friends in Christ, it’s one of those Sun
days when we hear another of my fa
vorite collects of the church year. I’ve 

included the original text from 1549 and I’ve 
highlighted a few of the words in the modern 
text which will be explained as follows: Ac
cording to Marion Hatchett in Commentary 
on the American Prayer Book, “This collect 
was composed for the 1549 Book. The 1662 
revision substituted “blessed” for “holy,” and 
“in all virtuous and godly living” for “in all 
virtues, and godly living.” The present revision 
replaces “unspeakable” with “ineffable” since 
“unspeakable” has so changed and negative 
a connotation in modern English. The collect 

expresses in an admirable 
way St. Paul’s conception 
of the church as the Body 
of Christ” (HarperOne 
1995, p. 206).

We remain knit together to our ancestors 
in faith throughout the centuries who prayed 
this same collect. On this day when we com
memorate All Saints, I’m praying prayers of 
thanksgiving for all those who have come be
fore us. I’m praying for those who will come 
after us — future saints and part of the love 
that connects us all to God. I think about the 
lives of saints throughout history, and give 
thanks for Hildegard, Benedict, Columba, 
Bride, Anna, Peter, Cuthbert, Theresa, Mary, 
Edna. I think about the lives and give thanks 
for modern saints — Oscar Romero, Mother 
Teresa, Martin Luther King, Jr., to name just 
a few. I also think of the saints in my life. I’m 
sure you have some in yours. 

This All Saints Sunday may we celebrate 
the lives of those who have gone before, pav
ing the way for us, and may we work together 
to pave a smooth path for those walking with 
us now and those who will walk after us. ?

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S ’  O F F I C E 

By Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce

The saints of God in our lives
A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 

— SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 —
4 p.m. An Interfaith Vigil: International Day of 
Prayer for the Persecuted 
Kresge Chapel, Claremont School of Theology 
1325 N. College Avenue, Claremont 
Information: marilyn.odom@cst.edu

5 p.m. Choral Evensong 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9 —
8 p.m. ‘The Great War’ 100th Anniversary 
Commemoration Concert 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: www.musicguildonline.org

— SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 —
4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong 
St. James intheCity Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3015 or STJLA.org

5 p.m. Contemplative Evening Worship: Poetry, 
Music & Silence 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: ddaniels@allsaints-pas.org

— SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17 —
5 p.m. Choral Evensong 
St. John’s Cathedral 
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 90007 
Information: 213.747.6285

— SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 —
4 p.m. Benjamin Britten’s St. Nicolas 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90039 
Information: 310.391.5522 or stbedesla.org

For information, more listings and program de-
tails, visit www.diocesela.org and select Calendar. 
Please note change in URL.
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The Church of the Epiphany, a Los 
Angeles landmark and cradle of the 
1960s Chicano movement, will collect 

$150,000 in restoration funding from the 
2018 Partners in Preservation: Main Streets 
Program after winning enough votes to place 
fourth in a competition among 20 historic 
sites nationwide. 

Sponsored by American Express and the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
along with Main Street America, the program 
set aside $1.6 million in preservation funding 
for the historic sites receiving the most votes 

from the public during a onemonth compe
tition, which ended Oct. 26. Each of the 11 
winning sites is eligible for a maximum grant 
of $150,000.

The church will use the funding to repair 
a leaking roof, restore and add community 
rooms to its historic basement and upgrade 
the electrical, heating and cooling systems. 
It held a celebratory bilingual thanksgiving 
mass on Nov. 4. 

More about the competition and about 
Church of the Epiphany is on the Episcopal 
News website,  diocesela.org/episcopal-news. ?

Epiphany Church wins preservation fund prize  


