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Volunteer singers, 
youth invited to serve 
at coming convention 

St. Francis’ Church, Palos Verdes, 
hosts Bishop’s Guild Tea
Bishop John Harvey Taylor shares a selfie with 
attendees at the annual Bishop’s Guild Tea, held on 
Oct. 12 at St. Francis’ Church, Palos Verdes Estates. 
Members of Girls Friendly Society assisted with 
serving at the event. The tea, an autumn tradition in 
the Diocese of Los Angeles, is the annual fundraiser 
for the Bishop’s Guild, a 101-year-old organization 
that offers scholarship support to seminarians of the 
diocese. To learn more about the guild, visit its web 
page: ecwlosangeles.org/the-bishops-guild.

Singers needed for Eucharist choir
Singers, clergy and lay, from around the 

diocese are invited to participate in a choir for 
Diocesan Convention. The choir will support 
congregational singing and offer an anthem 
at the closing Eucharist on Friday, Dec. 1 at 
about 3:25 pm. There will be three regional 
rehearsals; singers may choose one or more to 
attend:

Monday, October 29, 7 p.m.
The Church of the Epiphany
5450 Churchwood Drive, Oak Park 91377

Saturday, November 3, 10 a.m.
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026

Sunday, November 18, 3 p.m.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
1221 Wass Street, Tustin 92780

The full choir and instrumentalists will re-
hearse at 12:50 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 1 at 
the Ontario Convention Center. All partici-
pants will receive a copy of the anthem and a 
rehearsal recording sound file by email in ad-
vance. To participate, contact David Milligan, 
music director, at david@stpauls.org.  

Deacons celebrate ministry at retreat
Deacons of the Diocese of Los Angeles gathered Oct. 13 for their annual retreat day at the Cathedral Center, 
with a program that included reflections by retired Bishop Suffragan Chet Talton (seated at front in photo) on 
the work and history of the vocational diaconate in the Diocese of Los Angeles. Archdeacon Charleen Crean, 
assisted by Canon Hank Gatlin, convened the gathering. 

Youth volunteers needed
Young people in grades 9 – 12 are invited 

to apply to join the 50-member convention 
youth corps at convention on Nov. 30 - Dec. 
1 at the Ontario Convention Center. 

The youth are essential to the smooth run-
ning of the annual convention, serving in a 
variety of capacities; security, staffing micro-
phones, errands, distributing materials, and 
more. During the event they are housed on 
site, chaperoned and provided with meals 
and snacks.

Youth volunteers must attend a training 
session on Saturday, Oct. 27, 12 – 2 p.m., at 
the Cathedral Center of St. Paul. 

A $125 fee per youth will help cover con-
vention hotel and meal costs. 

For information about being part of the 
youth presence, or to sign up, visit www.pgym.
la/diocon. ?

Bishop Suffragan’s Ball for middle-schoolers is Oct. 27

The Rt. Rev. Diane Jardine Bruce and the 
Program Group on Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries invite middle school-

age Episcopalians of the diocese to the second 
annual Bishop Suffragan's Ball, 7 - 11 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 27 at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, 1020 North Brand Blvd., Glendale. 

The event will feature music, dancing, 
food, games, as well as an opportunity to 
meet Bishop Bruce. Youth group leaders, par-
ents and chaperones are welcome.

Youth should “dress to impress” (but no 

costumes, please). Tickets are $10 at the door. 
A $2 discount will be give in exchange for a 
donation of regular-sized shampoo, soap or 
shower gel, or new socks, to be given to Cov-
enant House L.A. Homeless Shelter for teens.

Count on classic carnival games, includ-
ing a dunk tank, face painting, traditional 
carnival-themed snacks such as candy apples, 
a DJ, dancing and more. 

Reservations are requested. To sign up, and 
for more information, visit www.pgym.la/new-
events-1/bishopsball2018. ?



Last week I had the opportunity to sit 
with a rector and vestry from one of 
our parishes during their mutual min-

istry review. We discussed the ministries the 
church is engaged in, the mission work they 
are doing in their community, what issues 
they face, and how to engage more deeply in 
their call to live their faith in the particular 
place and time in which they find themselves. 
One vestry member commented on how cen-
tral the church was to the civil rights move-
ment in its heyday and then asked what their 
church, or any church, might do in our cur-
rent socio-political environment.

It’s a great question to ponder and move 
toward. I believe it is at the heart of why the 
church matters at any time in history but par-
ticularly our time in history. The church is the 
one place where we encounter people who 
are different than us, whose opinions are dif-
ferent than ours, and whose values are likely 
to be close to our values. That’s a unique 
combination: to hold different points of view 
on the same subject yet to claim the same set 
of Christian values.

We have become less able to deal with dif-

ference in our day. In-
stead of respecting the 
opinions and perspec-
tives of others, it has 
become acceptable to 
ignore, dismiss, and 
even cut off relationship with people who 
are different than us. The ability to engage in 
civil discourse, which I consider to simply be 
engaging topics that affect us all from a vari-
ety of perspectives, has degraded to the point 
that we, at best, avoid these conversations 
and, at worst, do harm to others who don’t 
share our point of view.

Church, however, is the one setting in our 
world where civil discourse may continue 
— and it’s not because we all agree. It’s be-
cause we share the same values. Our values 
are rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
spelled out for us in our baptismal covenant. 
Those values give us a means for engaging 
with others, being open to what they say, and 
having the courage to share our perspectives. 

Thank you for being the church, for keep-
ing alive the ability to disagree and stay con-
nected in love. The world needs the witness 
you provide.  ?

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S ’  O F F I C E 

By Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy

Civil discourse and the church

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 —

4 p.m. Evensong for St. Luke’s Day
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
122 South California Avenue, Monrovia 91016 
Information: 626.357.7071

4 p.m. A Musical Journey to Nueva Espana  
with Jouyssance 
Church of the Angels 
1100 Ave. 64, Pasadena 91105 
Information/Tickets: 213.533.9922 

5 p.m. Music of George Frideric Handel 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 —
7 p.m. Taizé Service of Healing & Wholeness 
St. Francis Episcopal Church 
2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes Estates 
Information: www.stfrancispalosverdes.org

— WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24 —
7 p.m. Lecture by Kwok Pui Lan: Metaphor, Moral 
Reasoning, & Women’s Protest Movements* 
Mount Saint Mary’s University 
12001 Chalon Road, Los Angeles 90049 
Information: lgarry@msmu.edu
*To be repeated at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Octo-
ber 25, Claremont Graduate University 915 N. 
Dartmouth Avenue, Claremont 
Information: janice.poss@cgu.edu

— SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 —
Gooden Center Ride For Recovery 2018 
Pasadena City Hall 
Information: 626.356.0078, ext 205

— SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 —
7 p.m. - 11 p.m. Bishop Suffragan’s Ball 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
1020 North Brand Blvd., Glendale 91202 
Information: www.pgym.la

For information, more listings and program de-
tails, visit www.diocesela.org and select Calendar. 
Please note change in URL.
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New security measures taken at Cathedral Center

In response to several incidents and in order 
to ensure the safety of diocesan staff and 
guests, procedures for visitors have under-

gone some changes at the Cathedral Center of 
St. Paul, the administrative and ministry hub 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles.

Doors to the executive suite on the sec-
ond floor were recently fitted with electronic 
locks, and those areas are now restricted to 
staff and authorized personnel. Visitors who 
have appointments with Bishop Taylor, Bish-
op Bruce, the Formation and Transitions of-

fice and the development office, or who have 
meetings in the Absalom Jones or Madonna 
and Child conference rooms will need to fol-
low directions from staff members at the main 
reception desk in order to enter that area.

As always, all visitors must sign in at the 
reception desk. This is a long-standing policy, 
established to make sure that in an emergen-
cy, everyone in the building is accounted for.

The staff appreciates the cooperation of 
clergy and lay people visiting the Cathedral 
Center. ?


