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Nominations are open for election of  
officers at Diocesan Convention

St. John’s School honors Bishop Taylor with dedication
Bishop John Harvey Taylor perches in a reading nook in the new learning commons at St. John’s Episcopal 
School, Rancho Santa Margarita, that was dedicated in his honor Sept. 29. Taylor was vicar of St. John’s 
Church and School before his consecration as bishop in 2017. According to a release from the school, the 
new center also features large and small instructional spaces, flexible furniture that can be reconfigured in 
moments, SMART TVs, and a full classroom set of iPads and laptops, plus fully equipped patio space that will 
give teachers the option of conducting classes outside.

Nominations are now open for officers 
to be elected at Diocesan Conven-
tion Nov. 30 - Dec. 1. Some elections 

are for members of diocesan governance or 
finance boards; others are for campus minis-
tries and diocesan institutions. Information 
about the offices and their responsibilities is 
online at bit.ly/2Pa5OFB.

Candidates must be nominated by a mem-
ber of the clergy or an elected lay delegate, 
and must send in a nomination form and a 
photo, brief biography and a statement of rea-
sons for running for office, or vision for the 
office. Forms and instructions for submitting 
information are on the Nominations page of 
the convention website (URL is below). 

To be included on the official tally sheet, 
candidates must submit their nominations by 
Oct. 20; to be included in the online nomina-
tions, the deadline is Nov. 20. Nominations 

also may be submitted (with a completed 
nomination form) at the convention.

Offices open for nomination are:
u  Board members for the Canterbury Irvine, 

Canterbury USC, and Canterbury West-
wood college chaplaincy programs (one, 
clergy or lay, for each);

u  Corporation of the Diocese (one clergy, two 
lay);

u  Commission on Ministry (one clergy, one 
lay);

u  Diocesan Investment Trust (one, clergy or 
lay);

u Diocesan Council (two clergy, one lay);
u  Board member, HFS (Holy Family Services) 

Adoption & Foster Care (one, clergy or lay);
u  Secretary of Convention (one, clergy or lay);
u Standing Committee (one clergy, one lay).

The new Diocesan Convention website is 
www.diocesanconvention.com ?
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The Asian population is the fastest grow-
ing ethnic group not only in Southern 
California but also in the nation, and 

many congregations are unsure how to en-
gage these vibrant and important communi-
ties in their midst.

M u l t i c u l t u r a l 
Ministries — also 
known as New 
Community — in 
the Diocese of Los 
Angeles will launch 
a series of Asian 
Immersion experi-
ences at which lay 
and clergy leaders 
to learn more about 
and engage first-hand with Asian cultures 
and communities, and to explore potential 
connections churches make with surrounding 
Asian communities. 

Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce will 
host the first one-day immersion experience 
on Saturday, Oct. 20, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The 
program will begin at St. Thomas' Church, 
Hacienda Heights, with presentations and 
discussions on the Chinese and Taiwanese 
populations in Southern California by the 
Rev. Fennie Chang, vicar of St. Thomas’ 
Church, the Rev. Peter Huang of St. Francis, 
Palos Verdes Estates, and the Rev. Thomas Ni 
of Church of Our Saviour, San Gabriel. The 
day will continue with cultural immersion ex-
periences in the nearby community, including 
a visit to the nearby Hsi-Lai Temple, the larg-
est Buddhist temple in the West. 

Cost is $30 per person; lunch is includ-
ed. Registration is required; contact Fennie 
Chang at hsinfenchang@hotmail.com. For ad-
ditional information, contact Peter Huang 
at peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes.org. St. 
Thomas' Church is located at 15694 Tetley 
Street, Hacienda Heights 91745.

Bishop Bruce  
invites clergy,  
lay leaders to 
Asian Immersion  
experience



Congregations and diocesan institutions 
often invite Bishop Bruce, Canon Mc-
Carthy, or me to events other than 

Sunday worship. It might be a season of stew-
ardship or clergy transition or folks wanting 
to ask questions about the diocese. Often our 
hosts offer a potluck, as St. Joseph’s, Buena 
Park, did when I visited on a recent Thurs-
day evening. When Jordyn (at right) brought 
me a piece of the carrot cake that she and her 

grandmother Helen had made, all was right 
with the world. That’s Canon Mary Trainor, 
the rector, looking on hungrily.

I usually begin by talking about signs from 
God that informed my earthy and sacred vo-
cations. It’s magical thinking, of course, but 
so is Resurrection. Remembering that we’re 
always walking in the light of the empty tomb 
can be the ultimate confidence builder. 

Looking back, we can usually identify mo-
ments or experiences that redirected, taught, 
or toughened us. Even if they were awful, 
our faith and spiritual discipline helped us 
see God’s hand — never causing confusion 
or pain but by grace usually showing us the 
way past them. Some losses are beyond un-
derstanding and apparent redemption. But so 
often we can see how we survived, learned, 
and become wiser, more resilient, and espe-
cially more empathic, better equipped to care, 
as Christ does, for others who suffer.

I may decide in my idealizing way that my 
God in Christ has shown me the way so far. 
You may be inclined to agree that the same 
has been true in your life. The hard part, the 
faith part, is believing that it will still work 
that way the next time a tree falls in our paths 
or the floodwaters rise. Congregations usu-
ally experience such doubt during clergy tran-
sitions and financial rough spots. The anxiety 
can be disempowering and paralyzing. The 
spiritual challenge is to find the freedom of 
Christ amid the constrains of uncontrollable 
circumstance.

Your bishops, deacons, lay leaders, and 
priests struggle with this challenge all the 
time. During a recent conversation with cler-
gy about the ups and downs of ministry, con-
flict, reconciliation, and the dizzying tumult 
in our civic life, someone asked Canon Mc-
Carthy, “What do you and the bishops expect 
of clergy?” She brought the question back to 
me, and we worked on the answer together. 
We hope it comes in handy for all the minis-
ters of God, especially you.

Curiosity. When it comes to people who 
differ with or from us, curiosity is our im-
patient era’s most underutilized virtue. If I 
believe that all people are made in the image 
of God, then my hunger to encounter God 
should make me unquenchably curious about 
literally everyone. There’s obviously a band-
width issue here. I’ll hold up the line if I ask 
the barista for her formation narrative along 
with my latte. But I should at least be tempt-
ed to ask. Justice, true racial reconciliation, 
and forming a stronger diocesan community 

across our socio-economic divisions are all 
rooted in sharing stories. We begin by always 
remembering to ask, “And how are you?” 

Joy. Some of us struggle with medical de-
pression. For many others, feeling power-
less over events also breeds discouragement, 
self-doubt, and conflict. Joy and laughter are 
among the antidotes. A few weeks ago, at the 
end of rector Mike Kinman’s sermon at All 
Saints, Pasadena, about cultivating joy amid 
injustice-battling and kingdom-building, the 
ushers and vergers came down the aisles toss-
ing beach balls into the congregation. We do 
Jesus’s work better when we’re joyful. When 
we can laugh at ourselves and situations. 
When we do serious ministry without taking 
ourselves too seriously. 

Talk less and listen more. This teaching 
from the letter of James is instructive to all 
us preachers, writers, and Facebook posters. 
Confident as I am about my views, I doubt 
I’ve ever convinced anyone to change theirs. 
I learn more about God’s work in the world, 
while keeping relationships strong, by trying 
to understand why those who disagree feel so 
strongly. If civil, the conversation itself builds 
up the body of Christ. As a friend told me 
recently, “The only thing worse than debating 
without deciding is deciding without debat-
ing.”

Do the opposite. The church’s perennial 
challenge is proclaiming God’s righteousness 
and justice without mimicking the culture’s 
cruelty. It’s not easy when people’s dignity 
and inalienable human rights are at stake. 
But Pauline values like kindness and humil-
ity don’t require us to temper the content of 
what we proclaim. They do require that we 
proclaim it in love. I sometimes ask audi-
ences, “Does anyone feel good about poli-
tics right now?” Nobody raises a hand. If we 
wonder what church is supposed to be like, 
decide what makes you feel worst about our 
civic life, and then just go do the opposite. ?

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P S ’  O F F I C E 

By Bishop Diocesan John Harvey Taylor

What do we expect of Christians?
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 —

2 p.m. Concert of Harp and Flute
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90039 
Information: 310.391.5522 or stbedesla.org

4 p.m. An Afternoon of Concert Greats  
St. George’s Episcopal Church 
23802 Avenida de la Carlota, Laguna Hills 
Information: stgeorgesparish.org

5 p.m. Choral Evensong 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— MONDAY, OCTOBER 8 —
6 p.m. Nuns on the Bus: Tax Justice Truth Tour 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: info@allsaints-pas.org

— THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11 —
12 - 1:30 p.m. Global Partnership Meeting and 
Film Screening: A Brilliant Genocide 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
Information: miamitee@gmail.com

— FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 —
8 p.m. Beethoven Extravaganza 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: www.musicguildonline.org

— SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 —
6:30 p.m. The Gathering for Asian-American 
Ministries: The Music and Story of Our Hearts 
St. John’s Cathedral 
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007 
Information/Tickets: https://bit.ly/2NpWlsc

Many more events are scheduled in coming 
weeks. For more listings and program details, 
visit www.diocesela.org and select Calendar. 
Please note change in URL.


