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Looking Ahead
Vestry Officers

Tuesday, 2 October at 10:30 am
in the Rector’s Office

AltAr Guild
Wednesday, 3 October at 10 am

in the Chapel
finAnce cOmmittee

Thursday, 4 October at 9 am
in the Conference Room
BlessinG Of AnimAls

Saturday, 6 October at 10 am 
in the Church

men’s GrOup
Tuesdays, 9 & 23 October 

at 8 am in the Conference Room
sOciAl ActiVities

Tuesday, 9 October at 11 am
in the Library

Vestry
Tuesday, 9 October at 6 pm

in the Conference Room
stewArdship cOmmittee
Wednesday, 10 October 9 am

in the Conference Room
AnnuAl BBQ

Friday, 12 October 4:30 pm
the Courtyard

OutreAch cOmmittee
Monday, 15 October at 10 am

in the Library
memOriAls cOmmittee

Wednesday, 17 October 
at 9:30 am in the Library

cOmmunicAtiOns cOmmittee
Thursday, 18 October at 10 am 

in the Conference Room

From our Rector . . .
Here we go. Full steam ahead. Buckle up those seatbelts. We’re 

ready to get rolling.  October is the month when all the activity 
of the church picks up after the summer lull. Programs, commit-
tee meetings, and events all take place with more regularity.  Not 
that nothing takes place during the summer.  But more is added 
to the life of the church from this point forward.

It’s really important to keep your eye on our schedule, check 
the bulletin announcements regularly and read up on what’s 
happening in your newsletter. There is a lot going on.

By now you should have received a letter from me announc-
ing my retirement as your Rector beginning March 1, 2019.  This 
has been an amazingly wonderful ministry for me at St. Francis. 
I truly believe that God saved the best for last. Phyllis and I will 
miss you dearly.  But, we still have many months to be together 
with more memories to be created and cherished.

As I started planning for my last Bible Study class at St. Francis 
I thought I’d do something a little different. Rather than focus 
on a scripture study I decided to provide time and space for us 
to talk about two issues that we experience all too often at St. 
Francis—suffering and death. It will still be a scripture study in 
that we can’t uncover the Christian understanding of these life-
events without delving into scripture. The topics are complex 
and I don’t expect to provide definitive answers. But perhaps to-
gether we can discover an understanding of how God is present 
to us in both experiences.  In addition we’ll discuss some theo-
logical, spiritual and ethical issues surrounding death as well as 
the promises and convictions of the Christian gospel concerning 
death and life after death. 

Please keep the Diocese of Arizona and our delegates to Con-
vention in your prayers as we meet to elect a new Bishop on 
October 19 and 20. With new Episcopal leadership comes new 
personality, new vision, new leadership style, new opportunities 
and a new relationship. Remember that the diocese is the basic 
unit in our church structure (not the parish) and the Bishop is the 
chief shepherd of all congregations in the diocese. I, as Rector, 
serve you as a representative of the Bishop. Together we share 

continued on page 6, column 3

Our mission is to live as Christ’s heart and hands in the world.
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The mission of
St. Francis in the Valley, Green Valley,
is to live as Christ’s heart and hands

in the world.

From our Assistant Rector...
I had a friend and classmate in seminary who would 

always respond to the question “How are you?” by say-
ing – with a big smile – “I’m thriving!”  He had nearly 
twice the class schedule that I did, since he was also pur-
suing a certificate from the Institute of Sacred Music, 
and at the end of our first year he and his wife had their 
first child.  I always wondered how he could consider 
himself thriving when his life was so busy and stressful.

In our second year of seminary, his baby daughter de-
veloped serious medical issues and went through sever-
al surgeries to try to correct a life-threatening condition.  
One day he came into class looking like death warmed 
over.  “How are you, my friend?” I asked him, with true 
concern. “I’m thriving!” he said, with a weaker than 
usual smile. “How CAN you be, with all that you’re go-
ing through?” I asked him.  “Because I have so much 
to be grateful for,” he replied. “I have a wonderful wife 
and a beautiful daughter, who’s being taken care of by 
amazing doctors.  I get to go to school in this awesome 
place and learn so many great things.  I have truly amaz-
ing friends like you, who support me constantly.  And 
God is always by my side, supporting me, lifting me up, 
and caring for the ones I love.  How could I NOT thrive 
with all that going for me?”

Gratitude. Thankfulness. Thanksgiving.  This is a deep 
part of our Christian tradition, and one that I suspect 
many of us forget about all too often.  But my seminary 
friend illustrates an important connection between ac-
tive recognition of our gratitude—the things we give 
thanks for in our lives—and our own thriving.  God de-
sires that we flourish, and in fact made us to flourish, 
but we often find ways to prove that we are downtrod-
den, disadvantaged, put-upon, and downright unlucky 
instead of blessed.  We’re the Israelites in the wilderness, 
complaining about how hard life is in the desert instead 
of giving thanks for being freed from slavery in Egypt.  
We’re happier to count what we don’t have than what 
we do have. We live in a mode of scarcity rather than 
abundance.

But God is abundant, and his blessings are abundant.  
If we take the time to examine all that we have to be 
grateful for, we’ll soon be surprised—overwhelmed, 
even!—to realize how much is there.  If we make this 
kind of examination part of our ongoing spiritual prac-
tice, we might just find that we begin to thrive as we 
continuously see the blessings that surround us.
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Senior Warden’s Notes
This is the second of a three-part series I as a layper-

son have put together to help you become more com-
fortable in introducing the Episcopal Church and St. 
Francis to those who are not familiar with the Episco-
pal Church in general, and the spiritual life we share 
together here at St. Francis.

How does one explain how the Episcopal 
Church differs from other denominations? How 
might you introduce the Episcopal Church and 
St. Francis in particular to a stranger, a friend, or 
a neighbor?

What makes the Episcopal Church unique is its 
liturgy. And what, might you ask, is the liturgy of 
a church? Liturgy means, “work of the people,” 
and it is our belief that the whole congregation 
should participate in as many aspects of worship 
as possible.

The liturgy of the Episcopal Church is com-
prised of a set of prayers from The Book of Com-
mon Prayer, as well as historical rituals and 
actions.  They provide a framework by which hu-
man beings and God may connect.  Our way of 
worshipping is ancient, rooted in the ways Chris-
tians have worshipped God for over two thou-
sand years.  Today’s liturgy has two major parts.

The Liturgy of the Word. The first part of the 
service is oriented around the Word of God: the 
Bible.  Beginning with the first hymn and the 
opening sentences, the first half of the service is 
designed to focus us on God’s presence and to 
place all of our thoughts and feelings into the 
present moment of worship.

The Liturgy of the Altar. The second and most 
important part of the service is centered around 
the altar: Holy Communion or as it is more fre-
quently called in the Anglian Tradition, the Holy 
Eucharist. Eucharist means “Thanksgiving” and 
so the Eucharist is the place in the service where 
we offer up to God thanks for all that is good in 
our lives.

The Eucharist is also an opportunity for wor-
shippers to experience Christ personally through 
receiving of the bread and wine. We celebrate Eu-
charist weekly because 1) this was the practice of 
the first Christians, 2) the Eucharist is an oppor-
tunity to meet Jesus personally, and 3) we believe 

continued next column

Stewardship Notes
Now that Fall is upon us, it is time to get ready 

for the annual Gratitude Dinner at St. Francis.  
The Gratitude Dinner is another opportunity to 
say “thank you” again to everyone who has par-
ticipated in stewardship in the Parish.  Thank you 
for ushering, leading or participating in morning 
prayer, being a lector, helping with the Kino Bor-
der Initiative, singing in the choir, volunteering in 
the office, hosting a summer book group, being a 
Stephen Minister, participating in Lay Eucharistic 
Visits, making quilts, being a member of Daugh-
ters of the King―the list of how you participate 
in stewarding our communal life is long, and it is 
much appreciated. St. Francis wouldn’t be, well it 
wouldn’t be the heart and hands of Christ in the 
world if not for you and your stewardship efforts.  

Please hold the date of November 2 (Friday), 
and watch the mail for the dinner reservation 
form. The rsvp form will be included in the an-
nual Estimate of Giving packet. Again, thank you 
for everything you do that promotes the life of 
the church and the St. Francis community.  Help 
us give thanks for the community ministries, the 
community caring, that is so evident at St. Fran-
cis.  Please come, and join friends new and old in 
this Christian community that does so much, that 
means so much, to its members as well as those to 
whom we minister.  

I hope you will come celebrate with us on No-
vember 2!
BrandE Faupell, 
Stewardship Chair

we need to receive spiritual food regularly to live 
the kind of life God wants us to live.

In next month’s issue of the Franciscan Staff we’ll 
explore some answers to frequently asked questions of 
those who may be seeking a spiritual home and might 
consider St. Francis as their choice.
 Wayne North, Senior Warden

Fall Office Hours
Our Parish Offices will be open from 8 am un-

til 2 pm, Monday through Thursday, beginning 
Monday, October 1.
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Outreach
For October your Outreach com-

mittee will be collecting funds for the 
Arivaca Boy’s Ranch. Pew envelopes 
for your donations will be available 
beginning Sunday, October 7. As al-
ways your support is very much ap-
preciated. Thank you from your Out-
reach Committee.

Annual Blessing of Animals
This special service will take place 

on Saturday, October 6, at 10 am in the 
Church. All pets (and their humans) 
are welcome. Again this year we’ve 
invited our friends from The Animal 
League of Green Valley and Paws Pa-
trol. Join us, even if you don’t have 
an animal. Consider these words of 
St. Francis of Assisi: “Not to hurt our 
humble brethren (animals) is our first 
duty to them, but to stop there is not 
enough. We have a higher mission: to 
be of service to them whenever they re-
quire it.” Our animal companions are 
a daily blessing for us. On this day we 
ask the Lord to bless them.

Daughters of the King Retreat
The Clare Chapter of Daughters of 

the King invites all women of the Par-
ish to a retreat November 2. The topic 
will be Feminine Holiness and Friendship: 
an everlasting hello, and the presenters 
include The Rev. N. Jean Rogers, The 
Rev. Ruth I. Hooper, and Milly W. 
Johnson, Spiritual Guide.

Registration begins today and clos-
es October 22. Registration forms are 
available after Sunday services and 
in the Parish Office during the week. 
The registration fee is $40; please make 
checks payable to St. Francis Church 
with DOK in the Memo line.

2018 Tour of Homes - 22 March 2019
The Tour of Homes Committee is coming together very 

well. They are close to securing six homes for the Tour. The 
Daughters of the King, Stephen Ministry, and the Men’s 
Group have each taken responsibility for an aspect of the 
event, which, along with the other committee members, 
will insure that we have another outstanding event. The 
Planning Committee will have its first meeting on Thurs-
day, October 25 at 10 am.  As the event draws closer, we will 
be asking our congregation and their friends to lend a hand 
as well.

Julie Reppenhagen, Co-Chair 

New Administrative Assistant
We welcome Beth-el Klein as our new Administrative As-
sistant in the Parish Office.  When asked to share a little 
information about herself Beth-el writes:
“My husband Phillip and I (and our four little dogs and el-
derly Cockatiel) moved from Tucson down to Quail Creek a 
year ago, and really love Green Valley and the whole warm, 
friendly feel of this community. I retired four years ago af-
ter almost 30 years as a director of Human Resources in the 
hotel industry, most recently 12 years at the Loews Ventana 
Canyon Resort. 
 “A Canadian from the Eastern Townships of Quebec, I 
have lived in such varied places as Germany, California and 
Alabama, but I love the dry heat best, so Arizona is where 
my heart is!

“I look forward to meeting you all as you come by the 
Parish Office.”

Diocesan Convention
On October 19-20 our delegates and clergy will be attending 

the annual Diocesan Convention in Phoenix.  This Conven-
tion is particularly important because we’ll be electing the 
Sixth Bishop of the Diocese of Arizona. There’s no getting 
around the fact that the election of a new Bishop will, by its 
nature, create change. While we celebrate the leadership of 
our current Bishop, we also open ourselves to a new relation-
ship with a new Bishop who brings new talents, new spiritual 
gifts and a new leadership style. Please keep all delegates 
and clergy in your prayers as we listen to the call of the Holy 
Spirit in this election.

Prayer Chain
For Prayer Chain requests contact Jim Ratley at 253-365-

5093 or, via email, at jnjrats@gmail.com.
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Welcome Ministry
I don’t know whether you have noticed, but we 

have been blessed with an influx of people join-
ing our congregation this Summer. Most of them 
have reported feeling warmly welcomed at their 
early visits, and I am proud of you for going out 
of your way to make them feel at home. Don’t 
stop, continue to look for new faces, and those of 
you who tend to be shy, give it a try.  I promise 
you will be rewarded. “I was a stranger and you 
took me in”—remember?

We are always looking for folks who want to 
make this their special ministry.  Both ushers and 
greeters could use a few more dedicated people.  
Is it your time to step up? Call me or let the Parish 
Office know (625-1370).
Gary LaBarre
Welcome Ministry

Seekers Discussion Group
The Seekers Discussion Group is currently 

studying and discussing What Paul Meant by Gary 
Wills. Mr. Wills is a prolific writer of interesting 
books on theological, social, and church-related 
topics. This book is a careful examination of re-
cent scholarship on how Paul is sometimes mis-
read by those who are not scripture scholars.

 The Group meets at 12:30 pm until about 1:50 pm 
in the Conference Room. For more information, 
call Anne Charter at 625-9591.

Annual Homecoming BBQ
fridAy, OctOBer 12

It’s that time of year again; we have survived 
the Summer.

Now it’s time to celebrate, and what better place 
to do that than at the Fall Barbecue on Friday, Oc-
tober 12, at 4:30 pm when we gather in the court-
yard at St. Francis to celebrate. 

Our traditional menu with Angus burgers, 
brats, beef hot dogs and veggie burgers will be 
available with many side dishes, topped off with 
ice cream!

Angel Perez, our local guitarist, will be playing 
for us in the courtyard! 

Doors open at 4:30 pm. Tickets will be avail-
able at $12 per person and will be sold only in 
advance. They can be purchased in the Parish 
Hall after services or in the Parish Office Monday 
through Thursday.

If you are out of town until close to the event, 
please call the Parish Office (520-625-1370) to get 
your name on the list.

Parish Offices will be closed . . .
Columbus Day                         Monday, 8 October

St. Francis Ministry Fair
Have you ever wondered about the various 

ministries here at St. Francis? Within the church, 
the term “ministry” is synonymous with “com-
mittee” and is a sneaky way to get you interested 
in serving on a St. Francis “committee.” We, as 
people of the Parish, are the ministers of the Par-
ish, and as such we serve our Praish through its 
various ministries. You may have heard the name 
of a particular ministry, but you weren’t sure 
what function that ministry served in our Parish 
life.

On Sunday, October 28, after each service, you 
will have a chance to get all your questions an-
swered! The Ministry Fair will be held in the Par-
ish Hall for learning or reacquainting yourselves 
with the diverse range of ministries that are all 
working here at St. Francis. We are hoping you 
will be “called” to be a part of one or more of the 
ministries. To assist you in learning more about 
the ministries, we will be having a cookie contest, 
which again is a sneaky way to get you to come to 
the Ministry Fair, so that you can learn about and 
meet representatives of the various ministries 
and vote for your favorite cookie! Plan to come, 
discover, and share your time and talents.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Don’t eat at home alone for Thanksgiving din-

ner this year (November 22); we will be cooking 
and serving dinner once again and we invite you 
to join us. We would appreciate monetary dona-
tions to purchase turkeys and other necessary 
items. Please notify Sandy Eckstein, if you wish 
to donate. You can reach her at 410-808-3881 or, 
via email, at seckste2@gmail.com
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OctOber birthdays
4 Ken Adams
5 William Holt
6 Diane McAllister
 Ellen Whittlesey
7 Ellen Sax
 Patricia Peissig
 Country Wagaman
9 Ed Hook
 Barbara LaBarre
 Charlotte Neyland
10 Nancy McGibbon
 Joseph McCarthy
11 Marion Carlisle
 Joe Hickox
 Mildred Roach
 Judy Sackman
12 Jim Ratley
13 Sandy Barnard
14 Kim Kessing
 Stephen Secaur
 Karline Varley
15 Thomasina Reid
16 The Rev. Dan Messier
 Charles Rowley
17 Phebe Anderson
 Stan Ravine
19 Mitch Ghoca
22 Larry Howell
23 Judy Bush
 Ann Tenpenney
24 Sophie Luffman
25 John Duntley
26 Sandy Eckstein
28 David Wright
29 Jim Barnes
31 Chris Arundell
OctOber anniversaries

1 Russ & Helen Symes
 Reg & Tamara Kahrimanis
2 Fred & Pris Junggren
11 Christopher & Kristin Green
 Pam Hyde & Doug Brozovsky
16 Bob & Mary Beth Bates
17 Bart & Janet DallaMura
23 Theresa & Gerald Bonser
14 Russ & Kim DeMarco
28 Wally & Helen Mullaly

Need a ride to a
Parish Event?

Our St. Francis Men’s Group 
is offering rides to those in 
need of transportation to Parish 
events. If you are unable to pro-
vide your own transport and 
would like to schedule a ride, 
please call the Parish Office, 
625-1370.

Clergy
Discretionary

Funds
Donations to the Rector and 

Assistant Rector Discretionary 
Funds are always welcome and 
help us to offer assistance to 
people in our community who 
are struggling. Because of your 
generosity, we’ve been able to 
help people with such things as 
food, gas, utilities, rent, school 
clothing, school supplies, unex-
pected medical bills and burial 
expenses. As we see it, it’s not 
the clergy being able to help 
people in need, it’s all of us, 
together, touching the lives of 
people who feel like they’ve hit 
a dead end due to adverse cir-
cumstances in life. Thank you 
so much for your generosity. 
Fr. Dan and Rev. Pam

From the Rector 
- continued from page 1

responsibility for the ministry 
of the Episcopal Church at St. 
Francis in the Valley Episcopal 
Church. 

Remember the first two big 
October events at St. Francis:  
The Blessing of Animals on Oc-
tober 6 and the Welcome Home 
BBQ on October 12. Bring your 
animals to the first and your ap-
petite to the second.  

With much affection,

Second Half of Life
Spirituality

We all optimistically embark 
on a new phase of our lives in 
our 50s as we begin to contem-
plate retirement and a whole 
new way of living. Recognizing 
that there is a spiritual element 
of this new retirement phase of 
life, the diocese has developed 
the Second Half of Life Spiritual-
ity Ministry.  This ministry offers 
opportunities for individuals 50 
and beyond to consider expecta-
tions and longings for this stage 
of life and how God desires to 
enter in to both the adventure 
and the challenges.

On Saturday, November 3, we 
will be welcoming the Rev. Ann 
Johnson and Dr. Linda Williams, 
the conveners of the Second Half 
of Life Spirituality Ministry, to 
St. Francis.  They will introduce 
this ministry and discuss stage- 
and age-related opportunities 
for enriching the second half 
of life, as well as how we, as a 
community of faith, can share 
the journey together. The pre-
sentation and discussion will be 
from 9:30 to 11:30 am, followed 
by lunch (no cost). If you are in-
terested, you are invited to call 
(625-1370) or stop by the Parish 
Office to sign up to attend.
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Reserving
Meeting Time and

Space at Saint Francis
Individuals wishing to 

reserve meeting space at 
St. Francis and/or discuss 
room set-ups should make 
those arrangements through 
Administrative Assistant 
Beth-el Klein. It is essential 
your meeting be logged into 
the Master Calendar. If you 
need it, be sure to ask for 
‘set-up’ and ‘clean-up’ time 
as part of your booking.

One week prior to your 
event please inventory the 
pantry next to the kitchen 
and let Beth-el know if there 
are enough supplies to meet 
your needs. A parishioner 
usually shops for us twice a 
month.  Thanks for your help 
and cooperation.
Getting Your Event into

Parish Publications
Sunday Bulletin notices 

should be given to the Parish 
Administrator by n o o n 
the Tuesday prior to the 
Sunday you wish the notice 
to appear. Notices should be 
in written form and sent via 
email whenever possible.

Franciscan Staff material 
should be given to the Parish 
Administrator No Later 
Than the 10th of the month 
preceding publication.

Address Changes
Please let us know if 

your e-mail address, street 
address, zip code or tele-
phone number changes. Get 
in touch with Rae Turberg in 
the Parish Financial Office to 
update your information for 
our records.

Letters
Dear St. Francis Friends and 

Family:
Your prayers, kindness, and 

love shown to me during the 
recent illness and passing of 
my husband Walter helped 
me through a most difficult 
time.  The altar flowers deliv-
ered several times were most 
uplifting.  Thank you all for 
the concern, calls,  cards, let-
ters and notes.  The outpour-
ing of love and affection I will 
never forget.

Blessings to all. With much 
love.
Doris Kuzmak

2018 Parish Statistics
Deaths

Susan Masters
Emmet Ridley

Michael Andersen
Jane Nye

Dody Kinsey
Esther Nisbet

Walter Kuzmak
The Rev. Tom Pringle

Vic Wyly
Mary Alice Robinson

Douglas Wolfe
Marlene Heene

Ed Roach
Thomas Heaney

Kathleen Heaney
Transfers In

Dorothy Harrelson
Eva Jenkins

Carol Clayton
Janie Hessong

George & Ona Gibson
Alex Stoffel & Lila Hauge-Stoffel

John & Gerlinde Juhala
Teddi Byrd

Stu & Marilyn Findley
Transfers Out

Warren & Nancy Joblin

Home Communion
If you, or someone you 

know, would like to have the 
Sacrament brought to you at 
home, please call Carol Lyons 
(520-648-8196) to arrange for 
this service. We are very hap-
py to bring the Sacrament to 
to anyone who cannot attend 
church for any reason.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers: just what 

are they, who are they,  and 
what do they do?  Simply put 
we  are lay  people from the 
Parish who are trained to walk 
beside someone who is going 
through a difficult time in his or 
her life. We meet, we listen, we 
provide a compassionate ear, a 
shoulder to lean on, and confi-
dentiality.

If you think you might like 
to explore becoming a Stephen 
Minister, please contact one of 
us:  Marybeth Bates (206-259-
0361 or emmymex@yahoo.
com); BrandE Faupell (435-512-
0286 or bfaupell@gmail.com) or 
Judy Craig (520-237-0466 or ju-
dyismyname@zoho.com). 
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Don’t miss the
Annual Homecoming Barbecue

Friday, 12 October at 4:30 pm
Tickets now on sale


