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Missions invited 
to apply for new 
grants program

Cuernavaca pilgrimage planned for March – April

The 2019 annual pilgrimage to Cuer-
navaca is an opportunity to become 
acquainted with our companions in the 

Anglican Diocese of Cuernavaca, and to learn 
Spanish, one of the languages represented in 
churches of the Diocese of Los Angeles. The 
dioceses of Cuernavaca and Los Angeles are 
in an official companion relationship. 

“The people of the Diocese of Cuernavaca 
are warm and welcoming; they minister in a 
variety of circumstances, each with its own 
set of challenges and gifts,” says the Rev. Bar-
bara Stewart, leader of the annual pilgrim-
ages that started in 2010. “Sharing, learning 
how the people of Cuernavaca work and they 
learning how we work, allows us to connect 

on many levels.” 
The 2019 pilgrimage will take place March 

23 – April 6. It includes daily lessons in Span-
ish grammar, conversation, and culture. All 
levels of Spanish are welcome; classes are ar-
ranged based on students’ current mastery of 
the language. 

A number of excursions are planned to 
churches and local historical and cultural 
sites. 

Cost is about $2500 (the exact cost to be 
determined), which includes airfare, accom-
modation and meals at the Diocesan Center 
of Cuernavaca. Scholarships are available. 
For further information, contact Stewart at 
barbarastewart001@gmail.com. ?

Bishop Morales of Puerto Rico visits Southland to teach and learn
Bishop Rafael Morales of the Diocese of Puerto Rico preached at Eucharist at St. John’s Cathedral on Sept. 
26, a service that marked his visit to the Diocese of Los Angeles last week. Francisco Garcia, rector of Holy 
Faith Church, Inglewood (at left), interpreted portions of the sermon that Morales delivered in Spanish, 
though the bishop occasionally switched to English as he spoke on God’s indomitable love, which he said 
was evident in the warm welcome he received in the Diocese of Los Angeles as he visited several congrega-
tions and institutions to learn more about their ministries. Bishop John Harvey Taylor, who celebrated the 
Sept. 26 Eucharist with Morales, commented later on Facebook that there will be “Much to say in the weeks 
and months to come about potential collaborations between two dioceses with much to learn from one 
another.” The congregation at the cathedral gave generously to the offering, which was designated for 
hurricane relief work in Puerto Rico. Additional contributions may be made at www.EDLAgives.org.

The Feeding Hungry Hearts Foundation 
is currently accepting applications for 
the Mission Needs Grants Program, ac-

cording to the Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija, develop-
ment officer for the Diocese of Los Angeles. 

The grants will provide money for innova-
tive ministry ideas in mission congregations 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles. “The goal of 
these grants is simple: to make better congre-
gations,” said Lebrija. 

Maximum grant amount is $5,000; the to-
tal amount to be awarded is $136,000. Appli-
cation deadline is Oct. 15. According to Leb-
rija, priority will be given to applications that:
• raise up diverse congregations
• partner with other churches
• raise up young people and young adults
• form disciples of all ages
• enhance spiritual vitality
• engage the church in the neighborhood
• boldly reimagine the church
• evangelize.

This one-time grant program draws on the 
proceeds of the 2017 Bishop’s Dinner. Only 
mission congregations of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Los Angeles may apply online: visit 
www.edlagives.org/grants.html. For informa-
tion, contact Lebrija, llebrija@ladiocese.org. ?
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The recent rollout of the new diocesan 
website has hit a glitch for some users: the 

old address, ladiocese.org, sometimes fails to 
redirect to the new site. The Communications 
Office is working to resolve this problem, 
but to avoid delays please update your book-
marks and use www.diocesela.org, which will 
go directly to the redesigned website. Other 
new addresses: www.diocesanconvention.com 
for the convention website, and diocesela.
org/episcopal-news for The Episcopal News. 
Corrections or comments may be emailed to 
Canon Bob Williams, media@ladiocese.org. ?

New URLs will go directly to 
diocese’s redesigned websites
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 —

5 p.m. Recital: Stephen Manes, piano
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 —
5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Friday Night Farming 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
Information: seedsofhope.ladiocese.org

— SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 —
10 a.m. Blessing of the Animals and Petwash  
All Saints Episcopal Church 
 504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

12  – 4 p.m. Rock to Recovery 
St. George’s Church 
23802 Avenida de lo Carlota, Laguna Hills 
Information: revbonniebrandon@gmail.com

— SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 —
2 p.m. Concert of Harp and Flute
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90039 
Information: 310.391.5522 or stbedesla.org

4 p.m. An Afternoon of Concert Greats  
St. George’s Episcopal Church 
23802 Avenida de la Carlota, Laguna Hills 
Information: stgeorgesparish.org

5 p.m. Choral Evensong 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— MONDAY, OCTOBER 8 —
6 p.m. Nuns on the Bus: Tax Justice Truth Tour 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: info@allsaints-pas.org

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.diocesela.org. (Note change in URL.)

On Wednesday morning I got a text alert 
from NPR with the headline, “New 
Poll finds Americans Deeply Divided 

by Gender on Kavanaugh Nomination.” The 
poll says 32% believe Ford, 26% believe 
Kavanaugh, and 42% are unsure to believe. 
Where do you find yourself in those numbers? 

There is a story in the Acts of the Apostles 
that may provide some help. It is a story about 
Peter and the Apostles being brought before 
the high priests and other religious leaders in 
Jerusalem and interrogated about what they 
have been teaching about Jesus. Gamaliel, one 
of the well-respected Pharisees in the council, 
asks for the Apostles to be taken outside for 
a moment while he addresses his colleagues. 
Then, after giving several examples to back 
up what he is about to say, he tells his col-
leagues to leave Peter and the Apostles alone 

because if this teaching is 
something they are doing 
on their own, it will fail. 
However, if it is of God, 
there will be no stopping 
it. In fact, they will find 
themselves working against God (Acts 5:38-
39).

When we are faced with an issue or a di-
lemma, something that we find disconcert-
ing, perhaps it is time to take a step back and 
consider Gamaliel’s wise counsel. We can ask 
ourselves where we see God at work in the 
issue. The clear meta-message in Gamaliel’s 
counsel is that God is always on the side of 
justice and that is where we want to align 
ourselves. As you are wrestling with the latest 
news, with more and more stories of abuse of 
women coming to light, remember that God 
is always on the side of justice and love. ?

By Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy

Working on the side of God
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Daughters of the King to gather for Fall Assembly

The Sancta Sophia chapter of the Order 
of the Daughters of the King is pleased 
to invite all members and their guests 

to St. Mark’s Church in Upland for the 2018 
Fall Assembly on Saturday, Nov. 3. 

The gathering will begin with registration 
and fellowship at 8 a.m. and will include a 
special All Saints’ Day celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, a business meeting at which key di-

ocesan DOK board members will be elected, 
a choice of several break-out workshops, and 
a buffet luncheon at 12:30 p.m. 

Workshop space will be limited, so early 
registration is encouraged. Cost is $15 if paid 
by Oct. 29; $20 thereafter and at the door. 
For more information and to register, visit ec 
wlosangeles.org/affiliate-organizations/the-order-
of-the-daughters-of-the-king. ?

The Bishop’s Guild Tea, an autumn tra-
dition in the diocese, will return on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13, 3 – 5 p.m. at St. Fran-

cis’ Episcopal Church, 2200 Via Rosa, Palos 
Verdes Estates 90274. The tea is the annual 
fundraiser for the Bishop’s Guild, a 101-year-

old organization that offers scholarship sup-
port to seminarians of the diocese. 

Advance tickets are $25 each ($30 at the 
door), and are available at ecwlosangeles.org. 
Raffle tickets at $5 each or 5 for $20 will be 
sold at the event. ?

Bishop’s Guild Tea returns Oct. 13 in Palos Verdes


