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Looking Ahead
Parish Offices clOsed

Monday, 3 September
in observance of Labor Day

Vestry Officers
Tuesday, 4 September at 10:30 am

in the Rector’s Office
altar Guild

Wednesday, 5 September at 10 am
in the Chapel

sOcial actiVities
Tuesday, 11 September at 11 am

in the Library
cOmmunicatiOns cOmmittee
Tuesday, 11 September at 10 am 

in the Conference Room
men’s GrOuP

Tuesdays, 11 & 25 September 
at 8 am in the Conference Room

Vestry
Tuesday, 11 September at 6 pm

in the Conference Room
stewardshiP cOmmittee

Thursday, 13 September 10:30 am
in the Conference Room
Outreach cOmmittee

Monday, 17 September at 10 am
in the Library

memOrials cOmmittee
Wednesday, 19 September 

at 9:30 am in the Library
sOcial actiVities POtluck
Friday, 28 September at NooN 

in the Parish Hall

From our Rector . . .
Is this a question you’ve given consideration to as a member of 

our Parish? Are there times when this discussion has popped up 
within your circle of friends or, maybe, in the parking lot?

I really hope your answer to the questions above is, “neither.”  
We are neither a conservative nor liberal church. We don’t follow 
principles of or embrace positions based on political persuasion.  
We don’t espouse the platforms of any political party. 

So, then, what are we?  We are followers of Jesus Christ and 
we base our principles, beliefs and activities and on what Jesus 
teaches. Our aim is always to be faithful to the priorities of Jesus 
to make room in our loving embrace for all human beings who 
are poor, beaten down, oppressed, destitute, sick, lonely, hun-
gry, homeless, marginalized, forgotten, rejected, mistreated and 
all who experience the dark side of life. Wherever and whenever 
people struggle, Jesus would have us respond in a loving way. 
This is our sole incentive—not the priorities of politics. 

When Pam, Stan and I preach, we preach the gospel and apply, 
as best we can, the teaching of Jesus to everyday living.  When 
we adopt areas for outreach at St. Francis we do so because they 
are a response to Jesus’ call to be mindful, loving, compassionate 
and caring for those in need.  

Have you ever noticed that Jesus never “vets” a person in need? 
He never asks country of origin, ethnicity, legal status or proof of 
need. He merely sees the need and responds to it. This, too, is our 
goal as followers of Christ.

There can be, however, a connection between what we do and 
the political or societal events around us in that they raise for us 
an awareness of need. Sometimes it’s because of these modern 
day issues we become aware of another way to reach out as Jesus 
would.

The ministries of outreach that develop at St. Francis have hap-
pened because someone or several people wanted to respond to 
a need and the opportunity to help was opened up to the congre-
gation. 

For example, 
•we engaged in a ministry to help settle a refugee family be-

continued on page 5, column 2

Our mission is to live as Christ’s heart and hands in the world.
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The mission of
St. Francis-in-the-Valley, Green Valley,
is to live as Christ’s heart and hands

in the world.

From our Assistant Rector...
A young man came into my office several weeks ago.  

He had loaned his cousin his car, and his cousin got 
drunk and totaled it.  Without a car, he missed some 
shifts at his job and got fired.  Now he was in danger 
of becoming homeless if he couldn’t come up with the 
money for his rent.  His father had given him a little rent 
money, and he and his girlfriend were trying to cut back 
on food to come up with the rest of it, but they were still 
short.  He needed help.

The next day a disabled woman came into my office 
with her teenage daughter.  Her ex-husband had been 
critically ill for several months.  She depended on pay-
ments from him to supplement her disability income 
and was now down to $15 in her checking account. All 
her bills were past due – her electricity and cell phone 
service were in danger of being cut off, and her car in-
surance was about to be cancelled. Her daughter was 
starting high school and had no new clothes or school 
supplies. The woman was anxious and didn’t know how 
they were going to make it.

I could tell story after story of people in this communi-
ty who have come to Fr. Dan and me in dire need with-
out any other place to turn. This summer we’ve seen the 
need grow exponentially. Nationwide nearly 80% of all 
people live paycheck-to-paycheck, which leaves them 
vulnerable to financial disaster if they have even one un-
expected setback, such as a loss of transportation, illness 
or injury, job loss, loss of supplemental income, natural 
disaster, etc. And often the setback is both not the per-
son’s fault and not avoidable.

Fortunately, Fr. Dan and I have been able to help ev-
eryone who has come to us in need, including this young 
man and disabled woman. Through the generosity of 
many of you who have contributed to our Discretionary 
Funds we’ve kept people in their homes when they were 
in danger of eviction. We’ve kept the air conditioning 
and lights on and water flowing for people who have 
gotten shut-off notices. We’ve paid for clothing, food, 
medicine, school supplies, and gas.  All this has changed 
lives. And it is exactly what Jesus calls us to do.  To tend 
his sheep. To respond with love and generosity to peo-
ple who are struggling in life.

You are the ones who have been the heart and hands 
of Christ in the world for these people in need.  I let the 
people who come to us know this, and they tell me time 
and again to thank you.  So thank you from all of them 
-- and thank you also, my friends, from me.
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Senior Warden’s Report
are We a WelcomiNg church?

Look around from where you are seated at your 
preferred service on any given Sunday and you 
will see some new faces of recent additions to the 
St. Francis family. But you’ve been here for how 
long? . . . three years, seven years, 24 years!  St. 
Francis has been your spiritual home for some 
time, and you’ve found it to be very comfortable, 
just like an old shoe.   

And you’ve probably forgotten how it felt when 
you walked through the door into the narthex 
that very first time. A little apprehensive were 
you not?  You weren’t sure what to expect when 
you stepped inside. But you soon became familiar 
with what it meant to be an Episcopalian, even 
knowing how to spell it.

Perhaps you remember some of the questions 
that were begging for answers back then: . . . what 
should I wear? . . . where can I park? . . . can I get 
a ride to church? . . . as a first-time guest will I 
be singled out? . . . can I receive Holy Commu-
nion even though I’m not an Episcopalian? . . . 
I have doubts about God and Christianity, can I 
still come? . . . and what about my kids?

Think about how you would answer similar 
questions asked by a friend or even a stranger.  
Then realize how you answer questions like these 
will no doubt be a deciding factor on that per-
son’s decision to visit St. Francis for the first time, 
and more importantly, to return again and make 
this his or her permanent spiritual home, just as 
you have.

In next month’s issue, we’ll visit our way of wor-
shipping God at St. Francis, and what is known as 
our “Liturgy” and how this will help us focus on 
our sense of true hospitality, removing the “mys-
tery” and making us a more welcoming Parish.
 Wayne North, Senior Warden

continued next column

Stewardship Notes
Family. Home. Faith. Friendship. Community. 

Caring. These are all words I’ve heard this summer 
to describe what St. Francis means to us.  These 
are all relationship words – how we care for each 
other, how we relate to each other as sisters and 
brothers in Christ.  How we see ourselves (and 
I hope, how we are seen by others) as being the 

continued on page 6, column 3

heart and hands of Christ in the world. We are so 
much more than a lovely building, or the “smells 
and bells” of our services, or the place we come 
to watch movies/hear great music/have coffee/
share meals/share books/see friends/serve oth-
ers.  We are in relationship with each other. We 
are a family, a community.  This is a bond, a tie, 
that I treasure, and I hope you do as well.  

I love music, I love hymns, and I am utterly 
moved by the words of many of the hymns avail-
able to us. These songs speak in a way that spo-
ken words alone often do not. For instance, Isaiah 
6 says “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”  
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” From that we 
get Dan Schutte’s deeply moving hymn “Here I 
am Lord” with our sung response saying that We 
will go.  I have been informed that I cannot quote 
copyrighted music, so I urge you to look up the 
words to this marvelous hymn. Read the words 
of a righteous person, standing up and willing to 
answer God’s call.  It’s a beautiful message.

I grew up listening to the “work and ethics” 
hymns my grandmother sang. She guided us 
(and all my rowdy cousins) with these songs, us-
ing them to teach us how we were expected to 
behave. We were expected to work our share, so 
that someone else didn’t have to do more than 
their share (see the hymn “Put your shoulder to 
the wheel”.) A simple hymn, with simple music, 
and a powerful life lesson for a kid. I knew what 
was expected when the Lord  (or my grandmoth-
er!) called. You put your head down, and you 
worked. You answered the call, and you did it to 
your best ability, and you always did your share 
(or more). You showed up, every day.  Thank 
goodness when I was older I heard about grace 
(and not just works) being part of the Christian 
equation too!

I was reading a Haiku by a 17th century Japa-
nese poet named Mizuta Masahide. He became 
homeless when his barn burned down. And yet, 
and yet, he was able to see that as a blessing, not 
a curse. In 3 lines, with a total of 17 syllables, he 
described how when the barn burned down there 
was nothing standing between him (the individ-
ual), and the moon-filled sky (the larger context, 
the part that is really important).  From the words 
used to describe St. Francis – home, community, 
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continued next column

Daughters of the King Retreat
Women of St. Francis in the Val-

ley Episcopal Church: you and your 
friends are cordially invited to a retreat 
sponsored by The Daughters of the 
King, Clare Chapter. The title of the 
retreat is Feminine Holiness & Friend-
ship: an everlasting hello. Presenting will 
be The Rev. N. Jean Rogers, The Rev. 
Ruth I. Hooper, and Millie W. Johnson, 
Spiritual Guide.

Please save the date, November 2, 
2018. We will begin our day at 8 am and 
end it at 3 pm. Breakfast and lunch will 
be served. We will have time to medi-
tate and have Holy Eucharist.  Starting 
date for registration will be September 
23, and closing date will be October 22.

Registration forms may be picked 
up in the Parish Hall after Sunday ser-
vices, and in the Parish Office during 
the week. Forms may be turned in on 
a Sunday, taken to the Parish Office or 
mailed with your check by October 22.  
Mail to: St. Francis in the Valley, Attn: 
Carolyn Berg, 600 S La Cañada, Green 
Valley, Arizona, 85614.  Cost for the re-
treat is $40.  Make checks payable to St. 
Francis in the Valley with DOK retreat 
in the Memo line.  

Tour of Homes
The 2019 Tour of Homes, under the leadership of Sandy 

Eckstein and Julie Reppenhagen and advisor Mary Beth 
Bates, is in the process of assembling the Tour Committee 
Chairs and selecting the homes. The Tour will happen on 
Friday, March 22, 2019.  The committee is presently looking 
for your suggestions of homes that might be considered for 
the tour.  Please contact Sandy Eckstein (seckste2@gmail.
com) or Julie (jrepp@snet.net).

This year we are asking several of our church organiza-
tions to assume the responsibilities of a portion of the Tour.  
We are delighted with the support we have received so far. 
The Men’s Group will be doing Transportation with David 
Dunn as Chair.  The Stephen Ministry will be doing Tickets 
and Poster Distribution with Cheryl Tardy-Albin as Chair. 
The Social Activities Committee will be doing the Kitchen 
with Ginny Arundell as chair. We still are pursuing groups 
to assist us. 

Our other committee chairs already in place are:
Treasurer: Eric Ringkjob; Publicity: Mary Beth Bates and 

Marie Le Roy; Home Tour Hosts/Hostesses: Jann DallaMu-
ra; Photos, Signs, Print materials: Neal and Louise Hursh; 
Outdoor Signage: Bill and Linda Schnelle and Bob Swen-
drzynski; Home Safety Check: David and Carol Vleck; An-
nouncers: Reg Kahrimanis and Bob Bates; Dining Room: 
Norma Pool and Dottie Zimmerman; Gourmet Table: Mark 
Eckstein.

There will still be lots for our members and friends to do 
as the time gets closer, so watch for our requests.

Julie Reppenhagen, Co-Chair 

Kino Border Initiative
Our Kino Border Initiative is blossoming and we are 

proud to announce that here at St. Francis  our humanitar-
ian assistance is now committing to preparing breakfast 
and providing social support for migrants at the Nogales, 
Sonora, Mexico border.  

This began in August and will continue every month on 
the third Friday. 

Preparation of the breakfast will be done in our Parish 
kitchen on the third Thursday at 9 am and 3-4 volunteers 
are required.

The following day, Friday,  the food will be delivered and 
volunteers will serve the migrants breakfast in the Como-
dore at 10 am, with clean up to follow. The time commit-
ment is approximately 4-5 hours. 

We will also provide humanitarian  support for the mi-
grants who have arrived emotionally and psychologically 

devastated because of separation from 
their family members or the inability 
to work legally in the United States. 
There will also be a need each month to 
have a Spanish interpreter to provide 
this human touch. 

A background check will be neces-
sary through the Tucson Roman Cath-
olic Diocese for those in contact with 
migrants in Sonora. Passports will be 
required, and our Parish will assist pa-
rishioners in need of assistance to ob-
tain passports.  

Any questions please contact Mark 
Eckstein via email at az9261954@gmail.
com or by ‘phone at 443-807-2277. 
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From the Rector - continued from page 1

Outreach
Our Outreach project for September will be 

gift bags for the elderly distributed to Valley 
Assistance Services. Starting Sunday, Septem-
ber 2, gift bags will be available in the Parish 
Hall complete with lists of items to donate. As 
always your donations are very much appreci-
ated. Thank you from your Outreach Commit-
tee.

Seekers Discussion Group
Seekers continues with videos and discussions 

of them. In September we will be looking at Or-
thodoxy and a movie titled Trip to Bountiful.

 The Group meets at 12:30 pm until about 1:50 pm 
in the Conference Room.

For more information, call Anne Charter at 625-
9591.

Social Activities
The Social Activities Team will be throwing a 

Brunch Potluck at Noon on Friday, September 28. 
We will be hosting the Green Valley Fire Depart-
ment in two great programs: Family Nurse Prac-
titioner Resource and the Lock Box. The latter 
helps First Responders gain rapid access to your 
home as well as to limit damage to your proper-
ty.  Please sign up in the Parish Hall after services 
starting Sunday, September 2. 

Annual Homecoming BBQ
friday OctOber 12, 2018.

It’s that time of year again; we have survived 
the Summer.

Now it’s time to celebrate, and what better place 
to do that than at the Fall Barbecue on Friday, Oc-
tober 12, at 4:30 pm when we gather in the court-
yard at St. Francis to celebrate. 

Our traditional menu with Angus burgers, 
brats, beef hot dogs and veggie burgers will be 
available with many side dishes, topped off with 
ice cream!

Angel Perez, our local guitarist, will be playing 
for us in the courtyard! 

Doors open at 4:30 pm. Tickets will be available 
at $12 per person and will be sold only in ad-
vance. They can be purchased in the Parish Hall 
after services starting Sunday, September 9.

If you are out of town until close to the event, 
please call the Parish Office (520-625-1370) to get 
your name on the list.

cause it was a tug on the heart of some parishio-
ners. As a result several others joined the ministry 
and became directly involved; 

•we engaged in a ministry of collecting clothing 
and supplies for people at the border because it 
was a tug on the heart of some parishioners.  As a 
result, many of you have been so generous;  

•we have recently engaged in a ministry of  
providing breakfast once a month to the migrants 
at the Kino Border Initiative migrant aid center (el 
comedor) in Nogales, Sonora because it was a tug 
on the hearts of several people. For those who feel 
the call to be involved the opportunity is made 
available;

•the outreach committee has, since its incep-
tion, discerned needs within our surrounding 
community and adopted many organizations as 
recipients of our love and concern.  As a result we 
have touched the lives of immeasurable numbers 
of people over the years.

None of this is liberal or conservative. None of 
this is a political response. None of this is in sup-
port of any political party platform or policy. But 
all of this is biblical and Christian and faithful to 
the call of Jesus to love human beings because 
they are worthy of it because every one of them is 
beloved in the eyes of God.

Let me ask you this.  Is there an area of ministry 
and outreach that tugs on your heart that you’d 
like us to consider?  Is there a need among us that 
we can respond to with Christian love? Speak to 
me or Pam or the Outreach Committee. We’re 
always glad to enable new areas of ministry and 
outreach.  And we’ll work with you to see if there 
are others who might want to join you.

With much affection,

Parish Offices will be closed . . .
Labor Day                            Monday, 3 September
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September birthdayS
2 Geoffrey Hill
 Janet Hill
3 Virginia Scott
4 Norman Fisher
 Eva Jenkins
5 Donald Hart
 Pat Kirk
 Bobbie Lawson
6 Betsy Suter
 Mark Day
7 Gilda Nelson
 Julie Breitenbucher
 Eric Oliveri
 Joan Henrich
8 William Schnelle
 Wally Mullaly
 Marcia Antley
9 John Zimmerman
 Doug Brozovsky
10 Anne Gillespie
 Pamela Barnes
11 Susan Tenney
 Kristi Thompson
 Kathryn Wanek
12 Donald Krumwiede
15 Nancy Gardner
 Bob Allen
 Mista Wilt
18 Virginia Golden
20 Gary LaBarre
 David Kinsey
 Pat Ghoca
22 Judith Burgess
23 Kate Hutson
24 Eric Gough
 Tom Gierada
 Claudine Parks
25 Paula Altamirano
 Kathleen Grier
 Barbara Glover
26 Sue Richards
 Mark Eckstein
 Susanne Reed
 Marilou Johnstone
28 Nancy Milsovic

September anniverSarieS
1 Norm & Gilda Nelson
 David & Katherine Barnes
6 Dorothy & Stephen North
 Lanny & Kathryn Helgeson
8 William & Marie Miller

11 Don & Sue Richards
17 Jim & Pat Richey
18 Kenneth & Joan Jakubiak
19 Richard & Sandra Welch
29 Geoffrey & Wendy Hill

Need a ride to a
Parish Event?

Our St. Francis Men’s Group 
is offering rides to those in 
need of transportation to Parish 
events. If you are unable to pro-
vide your own transport and 
would like to schedule a ride, 
please call the Parish Office, 
625-1370.

Altar Flowers
Would you like to have flow-

ers on the altar on a certain 
Sunday?  Flowers can be given 
in loving memory of someone 
or in thanksgiving for persons 
or for a special date and occa-
sion you wish to celebrate. Call 
the Parish Office or Carol Berg 
(520-373-5770) with your re-
quest. Donations are $35 for the 
flowers.

family, faith – it’s clear that we 
know what is really important 
as well. Can you answer the call 
to share with your Parish fam-
ily of your talents, your skills, 
the passions that you bring to 
the world, and your commu-
nity, each day?

One last note: please hold the 
date of November 2 (Friday 
evening) for this year’s Grati-
tude Dinner!  More information 
will be coming, and I hope you 
can all join us that evening.

Thank you, and bless you.
BrandE Faupell, 
Stewardship Chair

Stewardship Notes,
-continued from page 3

Clergy
Discretionary

Funds
Donations to the Rector and 

Assistant Rector Discretionary 
Funds are always welcome and 
help us to offer assistance to 
people in our community who 
are struggling. Because of your 
generosity, we’ve been able to 
help people with such things as 
food, gas, utilities, rent, school 
clothing, school supplies, unex-
pected medical bills and burial 
expenses. As we see it, it’s not 
the clergy being able to help 
people in need, it’s all of us, 
together, touching the lives of 
people who feel like they’ve hit 
a dead end due to adverse cir-
cumstances in life. Thank you 
so much for your generosity. 
Fr. Dan and Rev. Pam

Online Faith
Enrichment Courses

Online Christian learning 
is available for your spiritual 
growth. Grow with a library 
of outstanding courses. Learn 
from expert teachers in Scrip-
ture, liturgy, and important 
Christian topics. Students can 
interact in a safe, convenient 
and engaging environment. 
You can check out the course 
offerings at https://www.
churchnext.tv/school/cata-
log/ If you’re interested email 
Fr. Dan (dan@stfrancisgvaz.
org). Space is limited.
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Reserving
Meeting Time and

Space at Saint Francis
Individuals wishing to 

reserve meeting space at 
St. Francis and/or discuss 
room set-ups should make 
those arrangements through 
Administrative Assistant 
Jenica Hisko. It is essential 
your meeting be logged into 
the Master Calendar. If you 
need it, be sure to ask for 
‘set-up’ and ‘clean-up’ time 
as part of your booking.

One week prior to your 
event please inventory the 
pantry next to the kitchen 
and let Jenica know if there 
are enough supplies to meet 
your needs. A parishioner 
usually shops for us twice a 
month.  Thanks for your help 
and cooperation.
Getting Your Event into

Parish Publications
Sunday Bulletin notices 

should be given to the Parish 
Administrator by N o o N 
the Tuesday prior to the 
Sunday you wish the notice 
to appear. Notices should be 
in written form and sent via 
email whenever possible.

Franciscan Staff material 
should be given to the Parish 
Administrator No Later 
ThaN the 10th of the month 
preceding publication.

Address Changes
Please let us know if 

your e-mail address, street 
address, zip code or tele-
phone number changes. Get 
in touch with Rae Turberg in 
the Parish Financial Office to 
update your information for 
our records.

Prayer Chain
Call Doug Wolfe (520-777-4829 

or, via email, dwcsoftware@
gmail.com) for Prayer Chain re-
quests.

Recycle
We are able to recycle used 

ink jet cartridges at $2 each, re-
alizing over $600 a year toward 
office supplies. Recycle boxes 
are located in the Parish Office 
and just inside the southwest 
door of the Parish Hall.

Letters
Thank you, brothers and sis-

ters, for your phone calls, vis-
its, and flowers, but mainly 
your prayers. I’ll be in rehab 
for two weeks, and Chris and 
I will see you then.

Ginny Arundell

2018 Parish Statistics
Deaths

Susan Masters
Emmet Ridley

Michael Andersen
Jane Nye

Dody Kinsey
Esther Nisbet

Walter Kuzmak
The Rev. Tom Pringle

Transfers In
Dorothy Harrelson

Eva Jenkins
Carol Clayton

Janie Hessong
George & Ona Gibson

Alex Stoffel & Lila Hauge-Stoffel
John & Gerlinde Juhala

Teddi Byrd
Stu & Marilyn Findley

Transfers Out
Warren & Nancy Joblin

Home Communion
If you, or someone you 

know, would like to have the 
Sacrament brought to you at 
home, please call Carol Lyons 
(520-648-8196) to arrange for 
this service. We are very hap-
py to bring the Sacrament to 
to anyone who cannot attend 
church for any reason.

Sermons Online
We are now recording ser-

mons, and periodically making 
them available on the St. Fran-
cis web page. Check them out 
by going to http://stfrancis.
azdiocese.org/ and clicking the 
link that says Sermons Audio/
Video. This is helpful if you 
missed a service and as a refer-
ral for someone who might be 
interested in St. Francis Church.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers: just what 

are they, who are they,  and 
what do they do?  Simply put 
we  are lay  people from the 
Parish who are trained to walk 
beside someone who is going 
through a difficult time in his or 
her life. We meet, we listen, we 
provide a compassionate ear, a 
shoulder to lean on, and confi-
dentiality.

If you think you might like 
to explore becoming a Stephen 
Minister, please contact one of 
us:  Marybeth Bates (206-259-
0361 or emmymex@yahoo.
com); BrandE Faupell (435-512-
0286 or bfaupell@gmail.com) or 
Judy Craig (520-237-0466 or ju-
dyismyname@zoho.com). 
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