
 

Essay Questions to be Included with your 
Application for the 11th Bishop of 
The Episcopal Diocese of Nevada 

 

Remember 
This portion of your application is part of the blind screening process. We ask that you answer these essay questions without 
providing any personal identifiers. Please refrain from using examples that include pronouns or descriptive language that would 
divulge any personal characteristics. This file with your answers will be renamed with your unique number that will correspond 
to your application packet. 

This document is a Word Document File. 
Before you begin, rename the file according to the following protocol: 

<LastName.FirstName.EssayQuestions.docx>. 
If you prefer to create your answers with another Word Processing program, 

simply copy or convert the document  
When completed save it as a PDF file before returning it to us.  

Be certain to keep the file name protocol <LastName.FirstName.EssayQuestions.pdf>. 

 

Essay Question 1:  
What is it about the Diocese of Nevada that excites you and draws you to accept our invitation?  
(500 word maximum) 

I am excited by what you are praying for your new bishop: communicating openly, experiencing God in 
every place and face, seeing God’s creation in your vast and diverse landscape, recognizing your challenges 
and building on your strengths, and appreciating and connecting with your diversity. 
Like you, I believe in the power of stories—all stories—to communicate the power of a God who chose to be 
revealed to us not simply through statements of faith, but through coming to live among us, and who taught, 
most often, through storytelling.  One of the greatest blessings of my ordained ministry has been to listen to 
the stories of others, for when I do, I truly feel that I am standing on holy ground.  I also love to tell stories, 
for like Jesus, I feel that they can often convey truths that can be expressed no other way.  I also believe that 
part of the role of a bishop is to help listen for the ways that the Spirit is moving in and among God’s people. 
I rejoice in your openness to all people, all places, all cultures, and diverse practices.  Too often, we try to 
constrain the movement of the Spirit to certain places or certain people or certain cultures, but the Spirit 
works to break the barriers that we build, ostensibly to protect ourselves and our understandings of God.  I 
believe that we are called to be profligate in our love, as God is profligate, and to follow Jesus’ call to service.   
I first encountered the desert Southwest as a college student, and the love of this landscape has never left 
me.  Having lived and served in the desert and mountain terrain, I am always glad to have a chance to return 
to it.  It nourishes my soul, and the great open space frees my spirit.  I need such time alone with the beauty 
of creation, and I could see the driving necessary for this position providing such a time for me. 
I believe that we are called to continually grow and become ever more the people and the communities that 
God has called us to be.  In order to do that, we need to recognize our strengths, which are often revealed 
most fully in the ways in which we have encountered God in the past.  This gives us a sense of the potential 
that lies ahead.  Of course, to do this, we have to acknowledge the challenges as well, but to first see our 
strengths provides us with the energy and enthusiasm to move ahead in spite of the challenges. 
While diversity is not always easy, it is a gift that stretches us and allows us to be more than we could be 
otherwise.  Our faith is not a one-size-fits-all proposition, but a living and growing thing that adapts to new 
places and new situations. 
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Our Diocese is looking for a Bishop with an active spiritual life. Please describe your personal spirituality, 
prayer life, and practice of self-care. (500 word maximum) 
Worship in community is a vital part of my spiritual life.  While life in community can be challenging and 
even frustrating at times, I believe that to fully live a Christian life, we need to be connected to others in 
community and to work and to worship together.  The cycle of the liturgical seasons, celebrated with others 
who are following Christ, is an integral part of my spiritual life and practice.   
However, time alone with God is also essential for me to grow in my relationship with God.  Over the years, 
this practice has taken many forms, such as journal writing and various forms of contemplative prayer, 
including centering prayer, lectio divina, and reading the Daily Offices, to list just a few.  As I have been a 
scholar in the area of spirituality, I have read extensively in this field and explored many varied spiritual 
practices, including the use of movement, music, and various artistic media.  Although I have a varied 
practice, what the forms I use most often have in common is that they serve as a way to bring me to that 
place where I may be still and know that God is God.  Contemplative practice centers me, allowing me to 
react to the stresses and concerns of life and ministry in a more responsive and less reactive way, 
remembering that all I do is meant to be in service of God.   
Nature has often proven to be a place where I encounter God.  The beauty of nature reminds me of the One 
who created all things, and I can slow my mind down and allow myself to be present to God and to the 
world around.  I am an amateur photographer, and I find that my photography can also be a contemplative 
practice, causing me to see what is around me in a new and deeper way.  For vacation, all I ask is a place that 
is beautiful where I can take photos, for that restores and nourishes me.  Coincidentally, our vacations for 
the last two years have been in the mountains and deserts of the Southwest. 
I meet monthly with a spiritual director, and I engage in private confession with her at times.  As a 
practicing spiritual director myself, I also engage in a peer group of spiritual directors.  I believe that 
retreats are a necessary means of spiritual growth and self-care. 
A recent study indicates that most clergy do not avail themselves of yearly physicals.  I practice this form of 
self-care.  In addition, I exercise regularly in a pool, having found that this form of exercise is helpful for me, 
and I enjoy hiking.  My young and very energetic dog also makes sure that I exercise regularly. 
Perhaps one of the greatest lessons I have learned about self-care in my years of ministry is not to be afraid 
to ask for help when I need it. I believe that reaching out for help is a sign of strength, not weakness. 
 
 
 

Essay Question 3: 
The ministry of all the baptized (MOAB) is a vital, active part of our diocesan and congregational life. What 
is your understanding of MOAB? Please share one or two stories from your experiences of MOAB and tell us 
how you would encourage these ministries in Nevada. (500 word maximum) 

I believe that ministry is a function of baptism, not ordination, and that all of God’s people are called to work 
for the spread of God’s kingdom, both in the church and in the world.  This understanding has been heavily 
influenced by experiences that I have had in smaller congregations, as well as Education for Ministry, a 
program in which I have been involved in a variety of ways for many years. 
While in college, I attended a small mission church that was yoked with another mission 90 miles away.  We 
only had Eucharist every other week, and I served as the lay reader on the alternate Sundays, as well as 
acolyte, lay reader, and chalice bearer on the Sundays when we did have Eucharist.  It was very much a 
shared ministry. 
In addition, that very small mission church, numbering 20 on a “good” Sunday, sponsored a family of 8 
Laotian refugees.  Everyone was involved, but we also reached out to the community for resources and 
support.  The small size of the congregation did not keep that community from doing wonderful things, but 
it was able to do those wonderful things because it had an understanding that all were called to ministry, 
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and that everyone’s gifts were needed and valued. 
My second ordained position was rector of 2 small congregations who were part of a larger cluster.  It was 
during this time that I received more formal training in the ideas and theology of Total Common Ministry 
(or MOAB) through the efforts of Jim and Steve Kelsey and David Brown, who led workshops  for what they 
called “regional” ministers.  It was there that I learned about your former bishop, The Rt. Rev. Wesley 
Frensdorff and The Rev. Roland Allen, on whom he based much of his initial thoughts about MOAB.  
Although I was not in a diocese that would allow as much freedom to pursue this as was the case in Nevada, 
I have used and carried these ideas in all the places where I have served.  One of the churches that I served 
at that time was later picked as a test site to implement a team ministry approach, but due to a change of 
diocesan staff, the process was interrupted.  Still, they have been functioning effectively for years because of 
MOAB.  
The key, I believe, to MOAB is two-fold: effective discernment of  gifts and necessary training to develop 
those gifts.  Allen argued that God gives each community the gifts it needs to do the work it has been given 
to do. The problem is not the lack of gifts, but the proper discernment and training.  I look forward to 
hearing more about the programs you have in this area. 
It would be presumptuous for me, to believe that a bishop-down approach would be effective.  The bishop, 
however, has a role in listening, asking questions, providing opportunities, finding resources, and brain-
storming creative approaches, and above all being untiringly supportive of ministry in whatever form it 
takes. 
 

 

Essay Question 4: 
Describe your vision of the ministry of bishop. Tell us about your ministerial experiences and spiritual 
gifts that equip you to fulfill this vision and meet the needs of our unique Diocese? (750 word maximum) 

In the service of ordination for a bishop, the bishop is asked, “As chief priest and pastor, will you encourage 
and support all baptized people in their gifts and ministries, nourish them from the riches of God’s grace, 
pray for them without ceasing, and celebrate with them the sacraments of our redemption?”  For me, this is 
indeed at the heart of what it means to be a bishop.  The bishop is a servant, working within the community 
of the diocese to oversee, to support, to enhance, and to celebrate the ministries of its people and 
congregations, so that together they may do God’s work. As noted in my earlier replies, my ministry up to 
this point has encouraged and supported all in their ministries, but the bishop can do this on a larger scale, 
and  can, like  Bishop Frensdorff, encourage creative and innovative ways to carry out ministry in unique 
settings.  I have a doctorate in the field of practical theology, which has also equipped me with tools to 
analyze contexts and an appreciation for the way that context shapes ministry and ministry shapes context.   
I have a passion for teaching, especially experiential learning in which all teachers and participants learn 
together in community, and I bring that gift along with my gifts of writing (I am a published author) and 
speaking.  I know how to engage people and to draw new insights out of them, and I rejoice to see people 
grow in knowledge of their faith, even as I continue to grow in mine.  I enjoy working with people of all ages 
and at all stages of their life of faith, being continually amazed at the multitude of ways that God is at work 
in the people I meet, in congregations, and in our world. 
I am a person of prayer, as noted above, a spiritual director, and a scholar in the area of spirituality.  Prayer 
is important to me, and my ministry and indeed my life are grounded in the practice of prayer, and in the 
awareness of God’s love and mercy, an awareness that I share freely with others. 
I deeply love the Episcopal Church, even as I acknowledge that, like all institutions, it is flawed.  I do believe 
that we, as Episcopalians, have been called to witness to God’s love for all and to a God who is inclusive.  No 
person is outside of the love and mercy of God, and no one should ever feel unwelcome in our 
congregations.  We are called to a ministry of radical welcome, a ministry which reflects God’s welcoming 
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love.  As we promise in our baptismal vows, we are to respect the dignity of every human being, and to seek 
and serve Christ in all persons.  Although we are all called to that ministry through our baptisms, I believe 
that bishops have a role in proclaiming this truth to our world, a world in which all too often hatred and 
violence mar our relationships with each other.   
To do all of this requires a bishop to listen well, a skill I have been working on throughout my ministry, in 
order to be willing to hear what can be hard to hear and to listen for what is not said.  It requires the person 
to remember that all ministries are communal, and that we are accountable, one to another, for the exercise 
of the ministries that God has given us, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit which are meant to be used for the 
building up of the community.   
Most of all, the bishop needs to love the community they are serving.  I have served in many places, and I 
find that I cannot be in community without coming to love that community.  It does not mean that 
community life is always easy.  I have, in my ministry as an after-pastor (someone who serves congregations 
after clergy misconduct), had to make difficult and painful decisions for the good of the community, but I 
make them only after much prayer and consultation with others. 
Much of my ministry has been in smaller communities, and those who serve in small communities need to 
be adaptable and be good at many things.  I assume the same is true of dioceses that have small staffs.  My 
diverse background has enhanced both of these attributes, which I would gladly place in service of the 
Diocese of Nevada, should I be chosen. 
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