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International  Peacemaker's Visit in October 
We will welcome international peacemaker, Dr. Mary Mikhael, to the 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta in October.  She is one of ten 
international peacemakers who will be visiting Presbyterian 
congregations in the US.   The annual visits by peacemakers have 
taken place since 1984. Since that time, more than 300 individuals 
have taken part in the program from as many as 57 countries and have 
been hosted by 160 Presbyterian mid councils, colleges and 
theological institutions. 

Dr. Mary Mikhael is the first woman to become President of a 
seminary in the Middle East, having served as president of Near East 
School of Theology (NEST) in Beirut Lebanon from 1994-2011. In 2012 
she was appointed by the Presbyterian Synod of Syria and Lebanon to 
interpret the church’s ministry among Syrian displaced and refugees. In 
this capacity she serves as communicator with partner churches In the 
United States and Europe. She is a sought-after lecturer and writer of 
countless articles related to theology and the position of women in the 
church. In 2010 she wrote the Presbyterian Women’s Bible study, 
Joshua: A Journey of Faith.  Mary has served on many boards and 
committees including the Theological Committee of the Fellowship of 
the Middle East Evangelical Churches, the World Day of Prayer and the 
Fellowship of the Least Coin. 

You and members of your congregation are invited to attend any of the 
following events to meet Dr. Mikhael and hear her speak: 

October 5 -    Friday morning, 7:27 a.m -   she will speak at the Men's 
Breakfast at Trinity Presbyterian Church - Atlanta, 3003  Howell Mill 
Rd NW (women welcome as well), $7.00, no reservation needed 

October 6 -  Saturday evening, 6 p.m. -  Peacemaking Partnership 
potluck supper at Shallowford Presbyterian, 2375 Shallowford Road, 
Atlanta - rsvp to Karen Turney, kt2654@gmail.com - bring a dish to 
share, no charge  

October 7 -  Sunday morning she will preach at the two morning 
services at Alpharetta Presbyterian Church, 180 Academy Street, 
Alpharetta 

October 8 - Monday - 12:15 pm lunch at Columbia Seminary, 701 S. 
Columbia Drive, Decatur - Ellis Room in Richards Center - $8.25 - rsvp 
to Karen Turney, kt2654@gmail.com 
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Calendar Items 

Saturday, August 18 - 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
meeting, Roswell Presbyterian 
Church, 9 am 

Saturday, August 25  - AMIS 
Volunteer Breakfast, 10 - 11 
a.m. - Peachtree Presbyterian 
Church, Room 2202 -  RSVP to 
office@amis-inc.org 

Saturday, September 8 - AMIS 
Welcome Reception - 2-4 pm, 
Georgia Tech Student Center 
Ballroom - special musical 
performance by The Trey Clegg 
Singers, Atlanta's premier 
multicultural chorus. Pre-
register AMIS-INC.org/
students/reception 

Sunday, September 16 -  What 
Jerusalem Means to Us: 
Christian Perspectives and 
Reflections (see article)  

Saturday, September 22 - AMIS 
friends and international 
students go to Braves Game - 
7:10 pm, Suntrust Park - 
Purchase $8 general admission 
tickets in Section 435 -  
to purchase tickets go to 
www.groupmatics.events/
event/Atlantaministry 
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Prayer for Action Adopted at 223rd General 
Assembly 
Instead of passing another national statement against gun violence, the 
Assembly this summer passed a Prayer for Action, asking every 
congregation to pray that God will show them how to find their own 
local action to help prevent gun violence.  

Gracious God, whose mercy never ends, 
whose Spirit brings the Kairos moment for change: 
We confess our past willingness to abide the deaths of over one 
million, six hundred thousand souls lost to gun violence since 1968: 
the children, the parent, the distraught, as well as millions more 
injured, ruined, orphaned, widowed. Help us to comprehend this 
carnage and not become numb. 
  
We give thanks for the long witness of the General Assembly and all 
Presbyterians who are already engaged in preventing gun violence. We 
thank you for raising up the students to lead us with marches, walk-
outs and a passion born of pain. 
  
We call upon you, Lord; we have nowhere else to turn. Galvanize all of 
us, every congregation in the Presbyterian Church. Wake us up in our 
pews and our lives; do not let Christ find us asleep on this watch. 
Rather, Lord, grant to our church members, both those of us who own 
guns and those of us who do not, a unity of purpose to change the 
national debate on gun violence. Show us the path. 
  
At all the places where you are proclaimed, give us courage to stand 
against principalities and powers. Grant us the joy of using the gifts 
that you provide -- energy, intelligence, imagination and love-- to help 
our communities and our nation heal from this tragedy and sorrow. In 
Christ's name we pray, Amen. 

Joining Hands Upcoming Event 

The Joining Hands for Justice in Israel and Palestine Partnership 
has scheduled the following event for Sunday, September 16:  
What Jerusalem Means to Us: Christian Perspectives and 
Reflections - Dr. Carole Monica Burnett & Father George 
Makhlouf speaking about their story and contribution to the new 
book What Jerusalem means to Us - 4 pm @ Columbia 
Theological Seminary Harrington Center Auditorium (please 
Park behind the Library and enter from Inman street).  Please 
RSVP by Thursday, September 13 to Rev. Fahed Abu-Akel - Text –
404-441-2702 or fabuakel@gmail.com

�2

Peacemaking 
Partnership 
Upcoming Meetings 

Please join us for any of the 
following upcoming meetings at 
North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church, 611 Medlock Road, 
Decatur.  All meetings are at 10 
a.m. Saturdays -  September 15; 
October 20; and December 8 
(no meeting in November)   

Volunteer Opportunity 

Join FAMA (Faith Alliance of 
Metro Atlanta) interfaith 
Volunteers at a Habitat for 
Humanity build on Sunday, 
September 9 or Sunday, 
September 16, 7:30 am to 3:30 
p.m.   Go to 
atlantahabitat.volunteerhub.com 
to sign up.   All volunteers are 
required to register online 
individually. Each volunteer will 
complete Atlanta Habitat's 
Release and Waiver form during 
the registration process. 

Registered volunteers will receive 
automated confirmation and 
reminder emails with a link to 
Atlanta Habitat's Volunteer 
Information Packet and directions 
to the build site.  

The minimum age required to 
volunteer is 16 years old. 
Volunteers ages 16 and 17 must 
print their Release and Waiver 
form and bring it to the build site 
with a parent or guardian 
signature. 

Build Day Hours: 7:30AM – 
3:30PM. 
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