
Responding to Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry’s call to “Follow the Way of Je-
sus,” deputies and bishops at the 79th 

General Convention of the Episcopal Church, 
meeting July 5-13 in Austin, Texas, acted on 
a record number of resolutions on key issues 
such as immigration, prayer book revision, 
Israel-Palestine, and readmitting the Episco-
pal Church of Cuba as a diocese. Convention 
also passed a $134 million budget that reflects 
for a further three years the presiding bishop’s 
priorities of evangelism, racial reconciliation 
and creation care. Meanwhile, the legislative 
processes were overseen by a resident roost of 
avian observers, one of which adopted a so-
cial media presence to bring a steady flow of 
light-feathered moments to convention amid 
the often-intense and passionate debates on 
the key issues before the church.

Outside the legislative chambers, several 
events brought together bishops, deputies and 
visitors to mingle, socialize, pray, worship 
and advocate, with a public witness against 
gun violence and another outside an immi-
grant detention center challenging the actions 
of the U.S. government in its enforcement 
of immigration policies. A revival service at 
Austin’s Palmer Events Center on July 7 drew 
a crowd of more than 2,500 people who lis-
tened to Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s 
rousing sermon about how “God is love and 
gives life.”

In his opening sermon on July 5, Curry 
challenged every Episcopalian to embrace the 
“Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus-centered 
life” as a way to help the church enter into a 
new era of spiritual growth.

Topics of resolutions included:
u A $134 million budget that reflects the 

presiding bishop’s priorities of evangelism, 
racial reconciliation and justice, and creation 
care. 
u Full access to trial-use marriage rites, 

giving all Episcopalians the ability to be mar-
ried by their priests in their home churches.

u A new plan for liturgi-
cal and prayer book revision, 
which will take place over the 
next decade or so.
u Responding to the voices 

and stories of women in re-
sponse to the #MeToo move-
ment.
u Immigration: respecting the 

dignity of immigrants, stopping 
the separation of immigrant 
families, and supporting those 
facing deportation.
u The Israeli-Palestinian con-

flict, with mixed results due 
largely to differences in how 
the House of Bishops and the 
House of Deputies viewed such 
matters.
u Welcoming the Episcopal Church of 

Cuba back as a diocese of The Episcopal 
Church and a member of Province II
u A plan to pay the president of the House 

of Deputies for the work of the office.
For full coverage of General Convention 

actions, visit Episcopal News Service at www.
episcopalnewsservice.org. 

For The Episcopal New’s daily reports 
from General Convention, focusing on  the 
work of the Diocese of Los Angeles’ bishops 
and deputation, visit bit.ly/2LoQN41. More in-
formation will be included in the Late Sum-
mer issue of The Episcopal News magazine, 
to be published in August. ?  
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At top: The Diocese of Los Angeles deputation 
included, from left, Bishop Suffragan Diane Bruce, 
the Rev. Canon Susan Russell, Canon Jim White, 
Julie Dean Larson, Kathryn Nishibayashi, the Rev. 
Canon Melissa McCarthy, Marjorie Cooley (lay 
alternate), the Rev. Lester Mackenzie, the Rev. 
Canon Kelli Grace Kurtz (clergy alternate) the Rev. 
Canon Michael Bamberger, Dan Valdez, and 
Bishop John Harvey Taylor. Above: Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry speaks during a protest at a 
center where immigrant women are being 
detained. Some 1,000 Episcopalians from General 
Convention and the Diocese of Texas took part in 
the protest on July 8 at the T. Don Hutto Residen-
tial Center in Taylor, Texas.
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
TUESDAY, JULY 24, 7 p.m.

7 p.m. Taizé Service of Healing & Wholeness
St. Francis’ Episcopal Church (chapel)
2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes Estates
Information: 310.375.4617

— SATURDAY, JULY 28 —
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Abundant Table ‘Open Farm’
McGrath Family Farm
1012 West Ventura Boulevard, Camarillo 93010
Information: theabundanttable.org

— THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 —
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Summer Concert: 
Just Dave Country Band 
St. Mark’s in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: yvonne@smitv.org

— SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 —
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Invite | Welcome | Connect
All Saints Episcopal Church
504 N Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org/calendar/iwc

— FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 —
7:10 p.m. 25th annual Episcopal Night 
Dodger Stadium  
1000 Vin Scully Avenue, Los Angeles 90012 
Information and tickets: 
See your congregation’s Dodger coordinator.

For more listings visit www.ladiocese.org

Walk around Echo Park Lake on 
a sunny Sunday afternoon, and 
you’ll meet 21st century Los Ange-

les. You’ll also have an arresting rendezvous 
with your church’s future. Every family, lan-
guage, people, and nation, every orientation 
and identification, rich and poor, addicted 
and sober, housed and homeless, hungry and 
fed. Lots of people having fun, a few strug-
gling to survive, everyone carrying crosses 
you can’t see unless you stop, ask, and learn. 

I happened to have been brought up short 
by this portrait of humanity on July 1, as 
over 50 from our diocese prepared to head to 
Austin for the 79th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church. Our three interfaith min-
isters in residence were conducting the an-
nual “interdependence day” mediation walk 
around the lake. Wandering back the way 
we’d come, no doubt inspired by the minis-
ters who had spoken so far, I experienced the 
park as being full of people whose personal, 
family, and cultural narratives I was curiously 
hungry to hear and know.

I was proud that our diocese had crossed 
Echo Park Avenue to breathe the breadth of 
our conception of the divine into the midst 
of this rich tapestry of creation. Just in case 
an eight-course meal of theological reflection 
was too heavy for a lazy Sunday, the Hope Ice 
Cream Co., another diocesan ministry, was 
serving dessert and doing good business. We 

are all one under God, and we all scream for 
ice cream.

My Echo Park epiphany stayed with me 
throughout General Convention as I watched 
our fellow Angelenos knock down some of 
the walls that the world builds. 

A prophetic leader for marriage equity for 
a generation, Susan Russell helped conven-
tion navigate the next steps toward making 
sure our yes is finally and unequivocally yes. 
Dan Valdez played a leadership role making 
us a sanctuary church, a necessary step as 
long as our leaders neglect their obligation 
to enact common sense immigration reform. 
Lester Mackenzie was my colleague on the 
racial justice and reconciliation committee as 
we raised our voices for the beloved commu-
nity and against political scapegoating. 

Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce continued her 
pioneering work in multicultural ministry 
while serving ably as secretary of the House 
of Bishops. Invoking the story of Lazarus, 
Nancy Frausto raised the whole church’s 
sights during an historic joint session by urg-
ing Americans to unbind themselves at last 
from prejudice and scarcity thinking and live 
fully into our founding covenants respecting 
the dignity of every human being.

Tearing down walls in the name of Jesus 
Christ and the Jesus Movement, your fel-
low Episco-Angelenos were doing their part 
to build up the church the world doesn’t yet 

know it needs. We do the same each Sunday 
in church when we introduce ourselves to a 
newcomer or sign up for a service or social 
justice ministry in a neighborhood or nursing 
home or country we’ve never visited. 

Our latent curiosity about people who are 
unlike us may be the most underrated tool of 
evangelism. In his exquisite new novel, The 
House of Broken Angels, Luis Alberto Ur-
rea aptly describes our southern California 
landscape: “All this gleaming Mississippi of 
Americans in their cars, rushing past the in-
visible barrio, unaware of the lives up here, 
the little houses, all these unknowable sto-
ries.” For people of faith, all human stories 
are intrinsically knowable, because they’re 
all part of the heart of Christ. But we have 
to permit ourselves to be curious. We have to 
take risks. We have to stop, ask, and listen. 
We have to walk in our siblings’ shoes and 
along their streets. We have to see Christ ev-
erywhere and in everyone. 

So the next time you’re visiting church 
present at the Cathedral Center in Echo Park, 
leave an extra half-hour for a walk around 
the lake so you can meet church future. ?

By John Harvey Taylor, bishop diocesan
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Above: Father and son in Echo Park, July 1. At right: John Harvey Taylor.

Hearing the stories, 
building the church


