
WHAT HAPPENED AT THE 223RD (2018) GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ST. LOUIS? 
 
The 223rd General Assembly convened in St. Louis on June 15 with a fun filled evening, “Meet me In St. 
Louis!” As folks streamed into the city, we gathered for food, music and fellowship before beginning the 
work ahead.  There are too many actions taken to describe in this article.  On our website, under Clerk’s 
Corner will be the results of the Assembly’s action on the 6 overtures submitted from our Presbytery.  
You may also go directly to the website (PC-Biz.org) for all of the Assembly’s actions.   Here are a few 
highlights: 

• Elder Vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri from Tropical Florida Presbytery and Rev. Cindy Kohlmann of 
the Presbyteries of Boston and Northern New England were elected as co-moderators  

• The Assembly choose to continue engagement with corporations in the Fossil Fuel industry 
though the office of Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) 

• Issues around Paid Family Leave have been given to a Task Force that will report back to the 
224th General Assembly 

• The Way Forward Commission’s recommendation of re-organizing the Corporation of the 
Church with additional recommendations on prioritizing translation services and communication 
among the 6 agencies of the PCUSA was approved. 

• Hundreds of Presbyterians marched to the St. Louis Justice Center and presented $47,000 to be 
used for bail for people charged with misdemeanors.  Missouri has a cash only bail system.  This 
money was raised by GA participants 

• The Assembly confirmed the Rev. Diane Moffett as president and executive director of the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

• Commissioners enjoyed a jazz concert featuring Kirk Whalum.  The proceeds of this concert 
went to benefit the “Hands and Feet” initiative, which seeks to engage Presbyterians in service, 
learning and public witness activities in the cities where the GA meets. 

• Many overtures were approved responding to social justice concerns across the world:  South 
Sudan, Madagascar, Syria, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Yemen 

• A new vision statement for the church:  Presbyterians are Prayerful, Courageous, United, 
Serving, and Alive 

 
A grateful thank you to our ten commissioners who will report at the August 18th Presbytery meeting:  
Carrie Barnes, Deloris Bryant-Booker, Micah Dowling, Shelli Latham, Mun Gye Lee, Rick Neale, Hiram 
Perez-Cordero, Mardee Rightmyer, Mary Smarr, Jeff Vaughan and Young Advisory Delegate Elysee 
Mahangama. 
  


