
To address the “moral crisis of unafford-
able housing” across Southern Califor-
nia, Bishop John Harvey Taylor on June 

19 convened a 55-participant diocesan Task 
Force for Housing Justice, bringing together a 
diverse representation of developers, bankers, 
architects, government officals, non-profit rep-
resentatives, and faith leaders united in achiev-
ing solutions for people without housing.

Believed to be the first denomination-wide 
effort on this topic of a major faith group 
in the Southland, the new task force began 
its work of consultation and advocacy with 
opening comments led by the bishop. A total 
of 40 members — some representing agen-
cies such as the United Way and Habitat for 
Humanity along with leaders from Episcopal 
Communities and Services and other develop-
ers — attended the opening meeting held at 
the Cathedral Center, which also will host the 
next scheduled meeting on Sept. 18, 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon with working groups dedicated to 
social enterprise, political advocacy, and “in-
carnational ministry.”

Lunch-time keynote speaker was Lisa 
Payne, director of public engagement in the 
office of L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and a for-
mer director of the Southern California As-
sociation of Non-Profit Housing. “I applaud 
what you are doing here to assemble expertise 
to turn this work into reality,” Payne said.

Under the theme “Come Home,” Taylor 
emphasized four focus areas, using a newly 
produced videotape (available on the dioc-
esan Facebook page) to highlight the areas 
of “housing first,” social enterprise, political 
strategy, and ongoing direct services. 

Excerpts of the bishop’s comments follow 
here. Taylor said:

“Southern California is experiencing a vast 
social crisis brought on by the high cost of 
housing, which affects every socio-economic 
cohort from the homeless to retirees who have 
to move away from their grandchildren. Re-
membering that we follow a savior who had 
nowhere to lay his head, we’ve adopted the 

United Way’s “hous-
ing first” mantra as 
a gospel proposition. 
We don’t diagnose hungry people before giv-
ing them something to eat. According to the 
same principle, people do better battling ad-
diction, mental illness, and job insecurity if 
they have a place to live.

“Using social enterprise tools and partner-
ing with developers and non-profits, we can 
glorify God and sustain our parishes and mis-
sions by providing housing solutions, from 
winter shelters to affordable senior housing, 
on our campuses.

“It’s time to leverage the church’s political 
clout individually and corporately with city 
councils, boards of supervisors, and state leg-
islators, calling on them to use our tax dollars 
to serve all our neighbors in need -- includ-
ing by demanding that government scale back 
density and height limits that make it hard to 
build affordable housing and require devel-
opers to do more affordable and permanent 
supportive housing projects.”

“One can’t get up in the morning without 

realizing homelessness is an issue,” said Can-
on Karen Uhler, junior warden of St. John’s 
Cathedral and an experienced trustee of Cart-
er House, built to assist homeless mentally ill 
residents. “The issue also touches students 
and working families who can no longer af-
ford the increasing cost of rent.”

Other financial aspects were underscored 
by Becks Heyhoe of Orange County United 
Way, who noted that government spends on 
average $42,000 on services to one homeless 
person annually while it costs some $9,000 
yearly to provide affordable housing with 
supportive services.

The bishop encourages others to join this 
effort, or to share ideas, by contacting the task 
force’s staff liaison, Canon for Common Life 
Bob Williams, bobwilliams@ladiocese.org. ?
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Housing Justice Task 
Force launched with 
‘Come Home’ theme
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‘Interdependence Day’ walking 
meditation set for July 1 in Echo Park

With the goal of strengthening interfaith cooperation in 
Southern California, the fourth annual Interdependence 
Day walking meditation around Echo Park Lake is 

planned for 4 p.m. on Sunday, July 1, with seven stations of brief 
prayers and meditations offered in the tradition of major world 
religions. All are welcome to participate and invited to assemble 
on the plaza of the Cathedral Center, 840 Echo Park Ave., Los An-
geles. Coordinated by the Interfaith Cooperative of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Los Angeles, this year’s walk will follow the theme of “L.A. as Metaphor,” 
affirming hopefulness and positive solutions to current pressing world concerns. Organiz-
ers for the event are the diocese’s three interfaith ministers-in-residence, Sable Manson of 
USC, Tasneem Noor of the Islamic Center of Southern California, and Tahil Sharma of the 
Hindu and Sikh traditions. Following the walk, light refreshments will be served inside the 
Cathedral Center with optional time allotted for group reflection. Further information may 
be requested by email at interfaith@ladiocese.org, or by phoning 213.482.2040, ext. 230. ?

Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce listens as Bishop John 
Harvey Taylor addresses the new Housing Justice 
Task Force of the diocese, meeting June 20 at the 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul.
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, JUNE 24 —

5 p.m. Jazz Vespers with F. Keith Fiddmont 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 
Information: Melissa Hayes, 
mhayes@allsaints-pas.org or 626.583.2725 

5:30 p.m. Eucharist in the Style of Taizé
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
1251 Las Posas Road, Camarillo 93010
Information: 805.484.002
    

— MONDAY, JULY 9 —
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Bloy House/Claremont 
School of Theology Alumni/ae Luncheon 
at General Convention 
The Hilton Austin, Room 615B 
500 E 4th Street, Austin, Texas 78701 
Information/Reservations: cbennett@cst.edu or 
909.447.6361

— THURSDAY, JULY 12 —
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Summer Concert: Make It Last 
All Night (A Tom Petty tribute band) 
St. Mark’s in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: yvonne@smitv.org 

— THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 —
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Summer Concert: 
Just Dave Country Band 
St. Mark’s in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: yvonne@smitv.org

— FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 —
7:10 p.m. 25th annual Episcopal Night 
Dodger Stadium  
1000 Vin Scully Avenue, Los Angeles 90012 
Information and tickets: 
See your congregation’s Dodger coordinator. 
Orders are due by July 29.

For more listings visit www.ladiocese.org and 
select “Calendars” from the menu bar.

Peace! Be still!

Peace! Be still!
These words of Jesus calmed the sea 

when a storm blew through and nearly 
capsized the boat that Jesus and his disci-
ples were in. The disciples’ fear drove them 
to awaken Jesus to help them. The disciples 
still hadn’t fully understood the depth and 
breadth of the life, work and love of Jesus. 
Their assumption was that the storm would 
kill them, and they were afraid — very afraid.

I often think that this passage is a meta-
phor for the storms we all face in our lives. 
An illness, the death of a beloved one, losing 
a job, facing uncertainty — these are storms 
which brew all around us. It is what we do in 
these moments that matters — do we allow 
the storm — and our fear of it — to paralyze 
us, or do we turn in prayer and faith to God.

This doesn’t mean that we don’t face the 

storm — we must in order to understand how 
to center ourselves in God. It does mean that 
we don’t allow the storm to overtake us — 
to throw us overboard. If we stay centered in 
prayer, there isn’t any storm we can’t face, for 
we are not facing it alone. It is truly a “one 
day at a time” walk through the storm. 

Often when storms rise around me I find 
myself praying the Lord’s Prayer to start 
with, then moving on to that little four-word-
prayer: “HELP!” followed by a series of 
psalms and ending with the one prayer that 
centers me back:

By Diane Jardine Bruce, bishop suffragan

God, give me grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed,
Courage to change the things which should be changed,
And the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.
Living one day at a time,
Enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,
Taking, as Jesus did,
This sinful world as it is,
Not as I would have it,
Trusting that You will make all things right,
If I surrender to Your will,
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with you forever in the next. Amen.

The Serenity Prayer helps keep me focused 
on now, knowing I’m not alone. It is a prayer 
that brings me comfort. It is a prayer that 
changes my fear into acceptance or resolve, 
depending on the storm. 

It is the prayer that keeps me moving for-
ward when the storm wants to pull me back. 

It changes my heart to focus on what the dis-
ciples should have been focused on: Faith in 
Jesus. Faith in God. Faith in the Holy Spirit. 
Faith. 

Whatever storms you are facing in your life 
today, may your faith, through prayer, bring 
you comfort. May you find peace. ?


