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Welcome to the Church of Nativity!  We are a dynamic and diverse Episcopal con-

gregation, situated near the square in historic downtown Huntsville, Alabama on the 

corner of Greene Street and Eustis Avenue. 

Nativity is celebrating its 175th anniversary this year, and as we reflect and appreciate 

our history, it is also a time for us to consider who we are today, and who we want to 

become in the future.  We are humbled and grateful for your interest in our parish, 

and we invite you to learn more about what makes our church unique. 

Although we have tried to provide a complete and comprehensive parish profile, addi-

tional information and more details can be found on the church website at 

www.nativity-hsv.org. 
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Introduction 

Church Campus As you approach downtown Huntsville, your eyes will be drawn to one 

of its dominant features, the Nativity steeple. The churchyard, marked by its wrought iron 

fence, provides a beautiful green space that draws visitors and photographers on a daily 

basis. In addition to the works, worship, and fellowship described hereafter, Nativity pro-

vides an oasis amid the burgeoning downtown community and a reminder to all of the 

wonder of God’s creation. 

 

Churchyard and Bibb Chapel Nativity encompasses two Gothic Revival worship spaces, 

the main building, completed in 1856 and Bibb chapel, built in 1886, which still holds week-

ly services for smaller groups. Adjacent to each is our green space, used throughout the year 

for annual events such as Rally Day, parish picnic, Heifer market, St. Francis Animal Bless-

ing, and the Easter egg hunt.  

  

Church The recently renovated bell tower, forms one of the entrances to the principal Sun-

day morning worship space in the main building. The stained glass windows and vaulted 

ceiling remind us of the tradition and history that are an important part of worshiping in 

this beautiful structure, declared a National Historic Landmark in 1990.  

  

The Memorial Garden lies between the sanctuary and Ridley Hall, our parish hall. The 

Garden Guild plans and maintains the flowers and plants that line each side of the brick 

walkway to a secondary entrance to the building. Interment of ashes is regularly performed 

there as part of many funeral services. The Garden’s lovely manicured beds and outdoor 

seating create a peaceful retreat to pause and feel our ties to the timeless. 
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Church Tour 

Ridley Hall  As you enter our parish hall, built in 1951, you move from a large foyer into 

a long rectangular meeting space with a small stage at the far end. This area is used for 

large meetings, dinners, receptions, community events, Lenten programs, and Vacation 

Bible School. Classes and fellowship fill it Sundays. One of the most popular activities in 

Ridley happens on Sunday mornings, when a group of aproned men prepare homemade 

biscuits to offer hungry parishioners before Sunday School. 

 

The Kitchen is located behind and to the right of Ridley, this restaurant-style kitchen 

makes it possible to prepare and serve food for lunches, formal dinners, casual Spaghetti 

Suppers, and fancy receptions. This work is under the jurisdiction of a member of the 

church staff. Volunteers pitch in to help with food, serving, and decorations. In that same 

kitchen on the third Thursday in November, parishioners prepare food for more than 500 

people, who buy tickets to attend the annual Nativity Thanksgiving Bazaar, a revered 

community tradition for over 100 years. Proceeds from this event go to support the Chil-

dren’s Ministry and Outreach. 

 

The Bannister Room, to the left of Ridley Hall, is a smaller more intimate space used 

for Sunday School classes, smaller meetings, and as a gathering place before weddings and 

funerals. The room is beautifully furnished with antiques and rugs donated by church 

members, it also contains a rotating selection of art produced by local artists to further 

enhance the area. 

 

Church Office Building  Nativity Church Offices are adjacent to Ridley Hall, and house 

eighteen (18) staff members on two different floors. Clergy and communication staff 

work upstairs. The worship assistant, bookkeeper, and program staff have offices down-

stairs, where there is also a workroom. A front desk volunteer answers the phone as well 

as welcoming and directing visitors. At the front end of the building, on Eustis Street is 

the Greene Street Market Store, which is open from 10:00 am to 2:00 p.m. Monday 

through Friday.  

 

Joffrion Hall was added in 1981 as the education building and has four floors. The base-

ment contains choir facilities for both youth and adult choirs. The first level hosts the 

nursery and the church library, which serves as a meeting space for our EFM classes as 

well as other small groups; the second level has classrooms and meeting spaces and the 

top level is the main youth meeting space called the LOFT (Living Our Faith Together).  

 

Playground   Located outside behind Joffrion Hall, the fenced and coded youth play-

ground provides a place for kids to have fun when weather permits. 
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"The building 

brings you here. 

The people make 

you want to stay.” 

—Card respondent  



 

   

Worship is at the center of the Church’s life, and here at Nativity we offer a rich and 

varied schedule of liturgies celebrating the Eucharist. 
 
Volunteer members of the laity – including a large number of youth - participate in 
many ways at the worship services.   
 

Youth serve as acolytes on Sundays at 8:45 and 11 a.m., and at special services through-
out the year. Adults act as Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), lectors, intercessors, chal-
ice bearers, readers, and ushers. The members of the Alter and Flower Guilds are also 
active.  Lay Eucharistic visitors take communion from the altar to homebound parish-
ioners.  
 

On Sundays after the 8:45 service, we meet for fellowship and refreshments in Ridley 
Hall before Christian Formation classes begin. After the 11 o’clock  service there is fel-
lowship with refreshments in Ridley or, weather permitting, in the courtyard. 
 

The choir performs Choral Evensong quarterly and a service of Lessons & Carols each 
Advent. 
 

We celebrate special days and holy days with incense, processions, and banners.  A num-
ber of different liturgies and events are celebrated during Easter and Christmas.  
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Worship 
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SUNDAY 

7:45 am - 8:45 am 
Holy Eucharist, Rite 
I - Bibb Chapel 
 
8:45 am - 9:45 am  
Holy Eucharist, Rite 
II with Children's 
Chapel* - Church sanc-
tuary 
 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Holy Eucharist, Rite 
II* - Church sanctuary  

 Nursery available 
for ages 6 weeks 
to 5 years old 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Noon   Rite II, 
Bibb Chapel 
(Healing service fol-
lows) 
 
THURSDAY 
6:00 p.m.   Rite II 
with music, Bibb 
Chapel – a more 
casual “come as you 
are” service  

“We are very happy here. It is important to us that all age groups attend church services 

and other events together unlike other churches that have traditional vs. contemporary 

services that segregate age groups.” —Survey Quote 
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Music Ministry 

“After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing the inexpressible is music.”  

Aldous Huxley 
 

And this holds true at the Episcopal Church of the Nativity in Huntsville, Alabama. 
Here music enhances. 
Here music inspires. 
Here music comforts. 
Here music comes near to expressing the inexpressible. 
And here it’s been happening for almost 175 years. 
 

Music is – and always has been – an integral part of our worship at Nativity.  
 
Christian Crocker, Director of Music, serves as organist and choirmaster and over-
sees and implements the music at all services. He says, “The music tradition of Na-
tivity represents a broad spectrum of repertoire, but is deeply and firmly rooted in 
the Anglican tradition.”  
 
Participants in the five Nativity choirs include 40 in the adult choir and 25 young 
choristers. They range in age from 3 to 82. And they all love to sing.  
 
Fortunately, Nativity provides many opportunities for them to do just that.  
 
 
All of these events will find choir members present and singing for God’s glory.  
 
They consider it a privilege. 

Opportunities for 

song 

 Sunday worship 

 Choral Even-
songs  

 Services of 
Compline 

 Lessons and 
Carols.  

 Christmas Eve 

 The annual 
Spring Concert  

 Easter week 

From the  
somberness of 
Maundy Thursday 
to the joy of bells 
ringing at the Great 
Vigil on Easter 
Eve 
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Children & Youth 

Nativity’s 2018 parish survey showed youth activities and children’s education were 

among the top three most important things to parishioners, yet, at the same time, Youth 

Activities and Children’s Education was identified as one of the top areas needing  

improvement. 

It is clear from the survey that our Nativity parishioners hope that our next rector will 

embrace our youth and children and become involved in the exciting things they do out-

side of worship services.  From listening sessions conducted in preparation for the Par-

ish Profile, parishioners identified as important developing increased communication, 

common areas of interest, and support between the adults and youth in the parish. 

All Children and Youth Formation areas are overseen by liaison contacts from clergy, 

vestry, and staff.  In addition, we could not maintain our Children and Youth Formation 

without the help of countless volunteers and parents who serve as Sunday School teach-

ers, Vacation Bible School helpers, Special Events chaperones, drivers, and other adults 

who help with trips and special events.  

Children and Youth Programs  

Following is a synopsis of the present programs for children and youth at Nativity: 

Nursery:  Nativity offers year-round care during worship services for babies 8-weeks old to 

children 4 years old.  The nursery, located on the ground floor of Joffrion Hall, is overseen 

by Nursery Director, aided by several assistants.  The Nursery Director is on the church 

staff. 

Children’s Chapel:  Children, 4 years old through fourth grade, who attend worship ser-

vices with adults, leave before the Gospel lesson and are led in procession from the nave to 

Bibb Chapel, where they hear a child-oriented Gospel message and learn to pray and wor-

ship among their peers.  Chapel leaders engage the children in storytelling, singing, and pray-

ing, all with a child-focused message.  They return to the nave for the Peace. 

Church School:  Sunday mornings September through May from 10 to 10:50 a.m. classes 

are conducted for children 5 years old through twelfth grade.  The Church School classes 

separated by age or school year are as follows: 

Children’s Education 

Located under Ridley Hall, the class rooms are in a special area known as “Angel Lane,” art-

fully decorated  and furnished to appeal to the children. 

3 years old through second grade –  Godly Play is based on Montessori principles devel-

oped by an Episcopal priest.  The Godly Play approach helps children explore their faith 

through story, to gain religious language and to enhance their spiritual experience through 

wonder and play. 

Third grade – Whirl from Sparkhouse.  Whirl is a lectionary-centered curriculum that pro-

vides ideas for kids to explore their church building and experience the life of the church 

using colors and icons.  They learn about the seasons of our church year and go deeper into 

each week’s gospel reading with videos which have worked very well at Nativity.  The 

youngsters look forward to their weekly Whirl video! 8 

“A vital parish full 

of good people 

and good  

programs.” 

—Survey Quote 



 

   

Church of the Nativity, Parish Profile 

Children & Youth 

Youth Kickoff 

(Parents and 

Rafting Trip 

Backpack Blessing 

Rally Day & Parish 

Sunday School be-

gins & Youth Lake 

District Day 

Confirmation Trip 

Corn Maze & 

Great SPAM Hunt 

The Journey – Ad-

diction and Recov-

Youth Advent Re-

Christmas Tree 

Sunday School Re-

EYC Super Bowl 

Valentine’s Day 

Youth Sunday & 

Valentine’s Day 

Ski Trip 

Lake Day 

Confirmation 

Example of a yearly  
calendar of our 
youth’s activities. 

Fourth grade – Telling God’s Story by Peter Enns.  This curriculum for elementary-

grade students offers weekly lessons based on the parables and the Gospels. Teachers 

use it as a road map to guide the children through the Bible thoughtfully and thor-

oughly.   

Fifth and Sixth grades – Club 56 a traditional Bible class with a “tween” twist.  Club 

56ers have Sunday evening get-togethers, as well as after-church activities that include 

visiting homebound parishioners and other outreach opportunities.  

Youth Christian Formation  

Seventh and eighth grades –  The classes for this group are held on the second floor 

of Ridley Hall. 

Ninth through twelfth grades – High schoolers meet in The Loft, a spacious top-

floor escape decorated and furnished in an appropriate manner for these teenagers.  

In both these groups, our youth spend the year exploring different topics and projects 

on three-week cycles.  For instance, one class might discuss The Gospel according to 

Star Wars while another could address the Stewardship of Creation or work on an out-

reach project.  

Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) – In addition to Sunday School we have EYC, 

which is open to Nativity youth from seventh through twelfth grades.  They meet Sun-

day afternoons during the school year.  This includes time to gather as a big group and 

share a meal before engaging in the week’s activity.  The youth close the evening with 

worship.  Outreach opportunities are frequently offered along with fun outings. 

Youth Council – Youth Council is an advisory board comprising parents, teachers, 

and leaders in Nativity’s youth ministry.  This group meets monthly to discuss pro-

gramming for Nativity’s EYC. 

Activities – Our youth groups attend a variety of trips and special events such as raft-

ing and skiing that are offered over the course of the year.  There are also small group 

activities throughout the year, inviting youth to come together around a common in-

terest and form relationships.  This is an opportunity to learn about themselves, the 

world, and God.  
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 35 % of survey 
respondents  

attend Sunday 
School 

Books for Adult 
Sunday School in 
past 2 years  

The Book Class 

The Battle for God: A 
History of  
Fundamentalism— 

Karen Armstrong 
 

The Meaning of the 
Bible— 
Douglas Knight 
and Amy-Jill  
Levine 

Social Justice 

We Make the Road 
by Walking— 

Brian McLaren 

Breakfast Club 

8 Habits of Love— 
Ed Bacon 
 

Jesus Did It  
Anyway— 
Kent M. Keith 

Art and Literature 

Genesis related  
material 

 

Adult Education 

Adult education classes and speakers play a significant part in the Nativity experience. 

Parishioners enjoy weekly discussions about books and topics of common interest. 
Classes offer a chance for fellowship and an opportunity to grow, no matter where you 
are on your spiritual journey.  
 

There are regular classes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addition, Nativity 
hosts two Wednesday night speaker series during the church year: Wednesday Nights 
in Lent and the October Speaker Series. The new Lenten Workshop series includes 
Saturday lectures, Sunday School, and sermons by visiting speakers. 
 

There are typically four regularly scheduled adult Sunday School classes, from 
September through May, primarily led and taught by the laity. The Zimmerman Bible 
Class is taught jointly by clergy and laity and is Nativity’s oldest continuing class, 
established over 75 years ago.  The Book Class is led by weekly lay-leaders and was 
founded over 25 years ago. Class members discuss books involving history, 
archeology, philosophy, literature, and religion. The Breakfast Club provides relaxed 
discussions in a casual environment to delve into the Bible, while strengthening 
friendships and helping others. The Social Justice Class examines  issues in our world, 
such as the stewardship of creation, through the writings of various Christian 
theologists. Finally, the Art and Literature class occurs near Advent with lay-leaders 
teaching in the combined areas of graphic arts, poetry, and scripture. 
 
Education for Ministry (EFM) 

Nativity has offered Education for Ministry classes for over 30 years, usually averaging 
two to three classes per year. As a result, a high percentage of the Nativity membership 
has completed the four-year course. The program’s goal is to provide students with the 
knowledge to support our Christian faith and to prepare us to express that faith in our 
daily lives. Participants study the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, Church History, 
and Theology. Weekly meetings focus on developing theological reflection, a way of 
examining and understanding our beliefs and lives as Christians. Currently, Nativity 
hosts classes on Monday and Tuesday nights. 
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“A loving, faithful community of people who speak the truth, acknowledging 

the need for the third leg of the stool - reason.” — Card respondent  

“The tolerance for freedom of 

thought and the non-

judgmental atmosphere that I 

experience there. The close-

ness that I feel with fellow  

parishioners I have gotten to 

know and love through pro-

grams such as EFM, Centering 

Prayer, ushering, maintenance 

of the archives, etc.” 

-Survey Quote 
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Fellowship 

The fellowship and warmth among parishioners at Nativity has been identified as one of 

the most important aspects of our faith community. In both the survey and the listening 
groups, people lauded the friendship and love apparent here as a primary factor in their 
spiritual life and growth. Many said the camaraderie within the congregation is a major 
reason they want to remain here. 
 
We have made significant additions to our ministry over the last 10 years to address this 
need for fellowship, and it remains a critical focus. Our adult education classes, Cursillo 
reunion groups, bible studies, inreach ministries, and outreach programs have long pro-
vided the small group interaction necessary for a large parish to feel like family. 
 
And in recent years, we have added new events and groups to enhance the opportunities 
for more parishioners to enjoy that interaction. 
 
Men’s Ministry meets every second Tuesday for breakfast with a guest speaker sharing 
some aspect of his or her faith experience. Each quarter they also get together for even-
ing events. One of their most popular programs initiated in 2015 is the Men’s Retreat – a 
work, play and pray overnighter at Camp McDowell.  
 
The YAMS (Young Adults – Married and Single) comprise an active group of young 
adults who find many ways to find fellowship. They share potluck suppers in their homes 
or at Nativity, they travel to Sewanee to participate in Silent Days, they gather for holiday 
parties. They also held their first retreat at McDowell this year. 
 
Spaghetti Suppers Seeing the strong response and fellowship associated with our Octo-
ber and Lenten lecture series, where a Wednesday night supper is followed by a guest 
speaker, we began Spaghetti Suppers on the last Wednesday of each month, which fol-
lows a meal with programming for all ages. These dinners allow members of all ages and 
experiences to interact and connect. 

11 



 

   

Church of the Nativity, Parish Profile 

 

 

Fellowship 
Over the last ten years, we have conducted parish retreats at Camp McDowell, with doz-
ens of families sharing a weekend filled with activities and worship for all ages. Though 
we took a hiatus this year due to clergy transitions, the time spent on the playground, in 
the woods, on the water, or just on the porch rate as favorite experiences for everyone 
from babies to grandparents. 

Camp McDowell recurs throughout our discussion of fellowship. This magical place, 
located about 1.5 hours from Nativity, rests among 1,140 beautiful forested acres.   Up-
on the completion of Bethany Village in 2005, Camp McDowell (with 775 beds) became 
the largest Episcopal camp and conference center in the United States.  

Camp McDowell is where: 
 Our children go to discover more about themselves and their faith at summer camp 
 Our many Cursillo members experience a rejuvenation of their faith and regularly 

return for renewal 
 Our Vestry conducts yearly retreats to work together on parish business and get to 

know one another 

Our parish response to the Bethany Village campaign reflects the close connection be-
tween Nativity and Camp McDowell. Its success and growth speak to the love and ener-
gy throughout this diocese. (For more, https://campmcdowell.com/) 

Whether at Camp McDowell, in our churchyard, in our homes, or in Ridley Hall, we 
look forward to finding new ways we can engage in small and large groups to recognize 
the tremendous diversity in our common faith.  
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It is important 

that our next  

rector be able to 

connect with all 

age groups in the  

congregation."   
-Survey Respondent 

 

 “A loving place 

for all of God’s 

people."  

-Card respondent 
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Outreach 

Our parishioners identified outreach ministries as a vital part of their spiritual life and 

growth. We reach out to our local community and beyond through a combination of 
hands-on volunteer work and financial support. Recognizing that a check means little 
without our hearts and hands, we require parishioner involvement before providing an 
organization with financial support. We actively support over thirty charitable organiza-
tions, but the following ministries are especially near and dear to our hearts: 
 
Huntsville Assistance Program (HAP) HAP is a local organization that provides 
food, counseling, and financial support to needy individuals and families in Madison 
County. The first Sunday of every month is designated “HAP Sunday,” where parish-
ioners bring canned goods to stock HAP’s food pantry.  The children of Nativity say a 
blessing over the donated cans before they are sent to HAP to feed the hungry in our 
community.  
 
The Blossomwood Snack Pack Program Recently, our school districts were re-
zoned as part of a desegregation plan. As a result, children from underprivileged areas 
of the city were transferred to Blossomwood Elementary, a predominantly white school 
located in a upscale part of town, just over a mile from Nativity. Our parishioners rec-
ognized that this would be a difficult transition, especially for children who did not 
have access to nutritious food at home. The Blossomwood Snack Pack program was 
born. Through a partnership with an organization called the Manna House, Nativity 
parishioners package, deliver and distribute snack packs to Blossomwood students eve-
ry Friday morning. Once a month, the volunteers include a handwritten note of encour-
agement with the snack packs. Not only do the snack packs provide the students with 
additional nutritional support over the weekend, they also make the students feel wel-
come and loved in their new school. 
       
Camp McDowell, Special Session Nativity supports Special Session at Camp 
McDowell, which is a summer camp session for people of all ages with intellectual and/
or physical disabilities.  Young adults serve as camp counselors during Special Session, 
and the experience is just as meaningful for them as it is for the disabled campers.    
 
 

Then the king 

will say to those 

at his right hand, 

‘Come, you that 

are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared 

for you from the 

foundation of  the 

world; for I was 

hungry and you 

gave me food, I 

was thirsty and 

you gave me some-

thing to drink, I 

was a stranger 

and you welcomed 

me, I was naked 

and you gave me 

clothing, I was 

sick and you took 

care of  me, I was 

in prison and you 

visited me.   

Matthew 

25:34 – 36.   
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Outreach 

Greene Street Market Greene Street Market (GSM) at Nativity, created in 2011 to 

support the Buy Local movement, has helped energized the downtown area, as well as 

developing a stellar reputation. Every Thursday afternoon from May through October, 

this farmer’s market springs to life as people from all over Huntsville converge to enjoy 

its bounty. Volunteers from our church and other downtown churches make it possible 

to stage the market without one paid employee. Local musicians play free. Businesses 

buy sponsorships. Those who qualify get double-value SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) coupons to shop for fresh fruits and vegetables. Each week Nativ-

ity outreach provides GSM produce to a local retirement home. Marilyn Evans, the 

market manager and the passion behind GSM’s success, says, “I put the emphasis of 

the market on outreach and its community-building aspects. The market offers a look at 

Nativity that is accessible and inclusive and I think that is important.” Nevertheless, the 

rewards have not just been in good will. As we begin the eighth season, it is a pleasure 

to report that GSM has donated $79,815.85 to various outreach ministries to benefit the 

common good. 

14 



 

   

Church of the Nativity, Parish Profile 

Outreach 

Nativity Outreach 

 Over 30% of our 

parishioners are 

actively involved in 

Outreach Ministries 

 

 Over 10% of our 

budget is designat-

ed for Outreach 

Ministries 

 

 Nativity is in the 

top 20 Churches in 

the Diocese for 

contributions to 

Episcopal Relief 

and Development  

 

 Nativity donated 

$10,000 for disaster 

relief efforts in 

Costa Rica follow-

ing Tropical Storm 

Nate 

Medical Mission Trips.  Since 2010, when a devastating earthquake struck Haiti, Na-

tivity has sponsored and funded over eight medical mission trips to Haiti.  Nativity pa-

rishioners team up with other churches from the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama to 

conduct medical clinics in St. Simeon parish and surrounding communities, serving 

thousands of patients who otherwise would not have access to medical care.  Nativity’s 

medical team participated in a prenatal clinic in a remote mountainous area of Haiti, 

where they treated over 100 pregnant women during a single mission trip.  Nativity also 

provided funds to help pay teachers’ salaries and reopen schools after the earthquake. 

Another medical mission trip to Haiti is planned for 2019.  Working with the Diocese 

of Alabama and Episcopal Relief and Development, we are looking for opportunities 

to serve in the areas devastated by the Hurricanes of 2017.        

 

Nativity Bazaar The annual Nativity Bazaar has been a fellowship and community-
building event in Huntsville for over 100 years. Not only does it deepen our relation-
ships with each other and our ties to the community, the proceeds are used to support 
community organizations that focus on children’s welfare projects. This is separate and 
apart from the 10% percent given annually from pledge and plate for outreach by Na-
tivity. In 2017, the Bazaar raised a total of $13,737, and the community recipient was 
the Owen’s House at the Downtown Rescue Mission for Homeless Women and Chil-
dren.  
 
The Bazaar takes place on the Thursday before Thanksgiving each year at Nativity, and 
it includes a hot Thanksgiving lunch, a baked good and frozen food sale, a raffle, and a 
craft sale. In the weeks and days leading up to the event, you can feel the energy at the 
church, as hundreds of volunteers are busy planning the event. 
 
The meal is served in two seated lunches or as a carry out, and this year the kitchen 
made 600 meals. The Bazaar also includes a baked goods and frozen food sale, raffle, 
local craft fair, which includes a variety of goods ranging from jewelry and accessories 
to art and bath products..  
 
The “Taste of Nativity” is an associated fundraiser hosted by a parishioner just prior to 
the Bazaar. Local restaurants donate delicious food and drink for all to enjoy. The 
event also includes a popular silent auction, including artwork donated by Nativity 
Children and Youth. The proceeds from this event are used for the Nativity Children 
and Youth programming. This year the event raised $6,200. 
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Inreach 

Inreach opportunities at Nativity provide support for the building and grounds, worship 

services, and care for parishioners in need. Nativity strives to be a welcoming and inclu-
sive community that actively seeks to engage and to connect with others through partici-
pation in lay ministry. Nativity’s volunteers are loyal and loving, and take pride in their 
commitment to serve the church in different areas. 
 
 

Our worship services would not be possible without the support from devoted and sea-
soned Church volunteers. Members of the Garden, Flower, and Altar Guild work to pre-
pare the grounds and altar prior to worship. Ushers greet parishioners and visitors at each 
entrance during the worship service. A Verger oversees the liturgy and leads the proces-
sion. Currently, the church is training five additional Vergers to provide rotating support 
in this area. Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), Intercessors, and Lectors administer the 
chalice, read prayers and scriptures during the service. Each week oblation bearers bring 
the sacraments during the Eucharist.  Deacon Bob Serio regularly reads the Gospel. 
 
Four acolyte masters head a robust program of sixty-five 7th-12th grade acolytes. On av-
erage, fourteen acolytes serve each week. They appreciate taking on a position of leader-
ship and the opportunity to sit together in the elevated space by the altar. Over time, the 
acolytes learn the liturgy and prayers and take on more advanced roles in the service. On 
Youth Sunday, the seniors are presented with a silver cross engraved with their initials as 
recognition for their service. The Youth read monthly prayers monthly for the HAP offer-
ings and lead an annual Youth Sunday worship service. 
 
 

Nativity’s pastoral care ministry compassionately  supports those in need by delivering 
meals, writing notes, and visiting members during difficult or transitionary times. 

Stephen ministers are trained lay caregivers who provide one-on-one confidential support 
for parishioners.   

The prayers shawl ministry consists of a loving group of volunteers who knit approxi-
mately 60 shawls a year which are made available to anyone in the church. 

Finally, lay volunteers support the church for needs surrounding wedding and funeral ar-
rangements. 
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"I pray that our 

new Rector will be 

respectful of all 

that has come be-

fore while also 

helping us  

determine what 

needs to take 

place for the fu-

ture, so that we 

can continue to be 

a faith  

community that 

nourishes its   

people and equips 

them to spread 

the love of God in 

our world."   

-Survey respondent  
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Spiritual Development 

Spiritual Development is an important part of Nativity. Parishioners find many diverse 

activities important to their spiritual life and growth. Illustrated below are the results of 

the survey question about spiritual life.  

Ongoing Spiritu-

al Development  

Activities 

 Advent Quiet 

Day  

 Tuesdays at 

Noon – Len-

ten services 

with visiting 

preachers 

 Wednesday 

Nights in Lent 

speaker series 

 October 

Speaker Series 

 Lenten Work-

shop Speakers 

(Sat & Sun) 

 Women’s Re-

treat at St 

Mary’s 

 Spiritual De-

velopment 

monthly 

newsletter 
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Spiritual Development 

In the parish  

survey, Spiritual 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

ranked in the top 

three in  

importance for: 

 Priorities of 

the next rector 

 What is most 

important 

about Nativity 

 

Lenten  

Workshop Speak-

ers 

 2017 Paul Gor-

don Chandler 

 2016 Amy-Jill 

Levine 

 

 

The groups focused specifically on Spiritual Development at Nativity include the  

following: 

Centering Prayer 

Formed over 25 years ago, the Centering Prayer Group meets Tuesday nights and 

Thursday noon. It includes more than 40 regular participants, including many from oth-

er churches, including St. Thomas Episcopal, and various Roman Catholic and Method-

ist churches. Each session includes a 20 minute centering prayer “sit.” The group re-

cently added a monthly triple sit on Saturday morning. Tuesday night, the sit is followed 

by a book discussion, lectio divina, or back-to-back session. Once a month in the sum-

mer, there is dinner and a movie after the sit. The Group sponsors a Night with Sister 

McGehee, a nun in residence at Sacred Heart Convent in Cullman. She was instrumental 

in starting the Nativity Centering Prayer Group and leads contemplative workshops. 

The Group also sponsors Advent Quiet day, jointly with St Stephens Episcopal.   

Daughters of the King– Nancy Lacy Chapter 

Nativity has a strong chapter dedicated to prayer, service, and evangelism. A prayer re-

quest box is located just outside Ridley Hall. The group meets monthly, alternating 

mornings and lunch to accommodate more schedules. 

Labyrinth 

A portable labyrinth is available to walk in Joffrion hall. 

Cursillo 

Nativity is very active in the Cursillo program, with over 300 people having attended. 

Currently there are about 13 active reunion groups with over 100 people participating. 

Between 2013 and 2017, Nativity sent 55 pilgrims, second-most in the Diocese.  Sta-

tions of the Cross are walked every Thursday at the beginning of a new Cursillo session. 

Spiritual Development Committee 

Reorganized three years ago, the committee has become active in the life of the Parish. 

The Committee continues to sponsor the October Speaker Series and Tuesdays  in 

Lent. In addition, it has helped sponsor the Lenten workshop speakers and contempla-

tive workshops, started a monthly newsletter, and added a Book Corner supplement in 

the monthly Steeple. This year the committee is organizing a trip to Nashville for the 

opening of Paul Gordon Chandler’s Caravan exhibit. 
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“Nativity respects 

everyone’s  

doctrinal interests 

and positions. 

This openness ex-

tends to racial and 

gender  

questions.”  

—Survey respondent  



 

   

Nativity is on strong financial footing. The parish has total assets of $8.5 million and 

an annual a budget just under $1.5 million. In 2017, 82% of our income was from 

pledges, 10% from plate and 8% from other sources, such as rent and trust dividends. 

In addition to increasing pledge and plate over the last ten years, Nativity has also en-

gaged in two capital campaigns that raised over $4 million. These enabled us to retire 

all debts for church grounds and facilities as well as establish a capital reserve account. 

Even during concurrent capital campaigns and renovations, Nativity has been able to 

maintain strong financial health and avoid the use of construction loans or lines of 

credit. During the last ten years, we have also grown our diocesan covenant to 12.5 % 

of pledge and plate, where it has remained.    

Pledge and Plate Nativity’s pledge and plate income has shown strong growth over 

the last fifteen years. Despite a drop in total household pledging, the increase in aver-

age pledge has kept total pledge and plate relatively stable. Two years ago, Nativity 

began limiting the annual campaign to just two months and using the resulting total to 

set the annual budget. 

Church of the Nativity, Parish Profile 

Finances 

“This parish has 
proven that 

when it gets  
behind an idea, 

it can  
accomplish  
anything it 

wants to.”   
- Beverly Franklin  
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“Nativity  

continues to open 
my mind and not 
censor how I 
think.” 

—Survey Quote 
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Finances 

Preserving Our Heritage Capital Campaign This campaign raised funds to 

maintain our historic buildings and reduce the number of long-term capital needs. 

In 2007, the Preserving Our Heritage Campaign received pledges from 403 

households totaling $3.6 million, surpassing the goal of $3.2 million. As a result, we 

were able to retire all debt for church grounds and facilities, including the adjacent 

Greene St property. This campaign funded various capital projects including a new 

roof, restoring the exterior of the bell tower, a new playground, and a handicap 

accessible ramp to Bibb Chapel. As a result of the campaign, we established a 

capital reserve account, as well as an annual line item in the operating budget.  The 

reserve account currently has a balance of $215,000, with $35,000 budgeted this 

year. 
 

Bethany Village Capital Campaign In 2012, shortly after the completion of the 

Preserving Our Heritage Campaign, Nativity participated in a diocesan-wide 

campaign to expand Camp McDowell with an addition called Bethany Village.  

Nativity raised $450,000 to support the construction of Nativity Lodge, one of 

seven lodges.  With additional individual gifts of the  Greene Street Market Barn [a 

functioning teaching barn used by the Camp McDowell Farm Program] and the 

Rogers Teaching Kitchen [a stand-alone building teaching farm to table cooking 

techniques], Nativity parishioners provided over $600,000 to support additions in 

Bethany Village. 
 

Legacy Society Nativity has also been working to establish other long-term 

funding sources. The Legacy Society is made up of various trusts with total assets 

totaling over $900,000. It provides parishioners different options in their estate 

planning to contribute to the areas and needs that are most important to them. The 

largest of these trusts is the Nativity Trust, which has grown to $665,000 since its 

creation in 1997.  The distributed funds from this trust have been used for new 

outreach projects (75%) and capital needs (25%).  Special trust funds, designated 

by the donor, currently total $222,000.  Our Heritage Trust, begun after the 

Preserving Our Heritage campaign, already totals $60,000 and is expected to 

continue growing rapidly through donor education efforts.    
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Nativity currently has 1,594 communicants in good standing, with a total average 

attendance of 351 for the Sunday morning services and 1,224 on Easter Sunday. Mem-

bership details for the last 9 years are shown below. The number of baptized members 

has shown slow but steady growth. 

Church of the Nativity, Parish Profile 

Nativity by the Numbers 

The chart below illustrates the relatively even age distribution of our membership.  

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Total Active Baptized 
Members 

1584 1596 1674 1719 1763 1772 1777 1786 1810 

Total Communicates in 
Good Standing 

1364   1473 1569 1613 1636 1764 1570  1594 

Communicates in Good 
Standing under 16 

168   288 170 161 180 172 207  217 

Active whose Baptisms 
are not Recorded 

217   280 186 186 277 297 120  141 

Average Sunday At-
tendance 

466   460 459 454 463 462 436 351 

Easter Attendance 1164   1194 1190 1185 1289 1247 1198 1224 

Marriages 12   7 2 6 7 5 6 6 

Burials 18   19 19 14 24 23 28 15 

Baptisms 16 and Over 1   4 1 1 3 1 2   

Baptisms under 16 14   18 12 15 12 19 13 0 

Confirmations 16 and 
Over 

15   20 27 11 11 29 12 14 

Confirmations under 16 22   15 11 22 11 7 19 14 

Received by the Bishop 1   5 7 6 7 7 2 0 

Enrolled Sunday School 
Students 

375   443 457 339 390 231 290  334 
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‘This is my home 

and my  

community.  This 

is the placed that 

formed me into the 

person I am and 

fostered and  

deepened my  

relationship with 

God.  I hope to be 

a part of that jour-

ney for others.” 

—Survey Quote 



 

   

Based on our parish survey, with over 400 parishioners responding, about 25% have 

been at Nativity for less than 10 years, and 29% for over 30 years as shown below. Nativ-

ity pulls members from across a broad region, from parishioners who walk to church to 

those that regularly drive over 20 minutes.   

Church of the Nativity, Parish Profile 

Nativity by the Numbers 

For the parishioners who responded to the survey: 

 42% have children under 20 

 22% have adult children 

 56% are working, 27% are retired 

 56% attend services almost every week, 26% at least twice a month 

 60% say they participate in parish activities, 35% say they participate often ,or almost always 

 25% are involved in Outreach ministries 

 65% participate in Inreach ministries 

 34% are involved in Adult Sunday School, 22% attending weekly 

 25% attend Bible classes, 11% attend almost every week 

 

Parishioners have strong feelings about Nativity, responding with strong agreement to the  

following statements on the survey: 

 I feel a strong connection to Nativity 

 Nativity has made a difference in my life 

 Nativity has made a difference in my spirituality 

 It is important to me to preserve Nativity as a historic church building 

 The sermon is important to me 

 The Eucharist is important to me 

 The liturgy and music are important to me 

 Stewardship is more than just financial giving 

 Nativity’s history and its buildings are an important part of my faith experience 

 It is important that the leadership of Nativity is open and transparent about their own chal-

lenges and spiritual growth 

 It is important to me that clergy are available for advice on personal or spiritual matters 
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“I once heard 

someone  

describe  

Nativity as the 

thinking  

person’s church, it 

is.”   

—Survey respondent 

 

“The willingness 

to thoughtfully 

and intelligently 

analyze situations 

and adapt as  

needed. “ 

—Survey Respondent 



 

   

Survey-takers were asked to identify the top three areas wherein they thought Nativity 

performed best. The six shown below truly represent Nativity’s strengths. 
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Nativity by the Numbers 

Survey participants were asked to identify the three most important areas to them. The 

top results are shown below. The top two areas align with the rector’s top  

priorities identified in the survey. 
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History of Nativity 

On December 17, 1842 the first Episcopal church was established in Huntsville and 

was called Church of Nativity due to the approaching Christmas season. On February 

16, 1843 the church was formally received into the Diocese of Alabama.   In early 

1845, the corner lot of Green Street and Eustis Avenue was purchased with plans to 

construct a “church house”. The first church was erected on the current site as a brick 

structure with a Norman bell tower, removed in 1878.  Construction on our current 

church building began in 1857 and was completed in 1859. Designed by architect 

Frank Wills of New York, the church is considered a fine example of Gothic Revival 

architecture. The spire reaches 151 feet tall. The second rector, H.L. Laird is generally 

given credit for founding the church as he had developed a sizeable congregation by 

the time the church construction was completed.  In 1990 the Church of the Nativity 

was designated a National Historic Landmark, one of three in Madison County, Ala-

bama.   

 
In Nativity’s 175 years, eleven rectors have served the church. The nine rectors that 

followed H.L. Laird included many who advanced the presence of Nativity in Hunts-

ville and in the Tennessee Valley. John Monro Bannister had the longest duration of 

any rector, serving at Nativity for 45 years. During his tenure Nativity’s membership, 

music programs, and missionary efforts grew considerably. Randolph R. Claiborne, Jr., 

the seventh rector serving Nativity from 1934 to 1949, went on to serve as Suffragan 

Bishop of Alabama, then as the Bishop of Atlanta. Reverend Emile Joffrion served as 

rector at Nativity for 29 years, from 1957 until 1985, seeing the ordination of the first 

full-time female priest in the Diocese of Alabama.  In May 2003, the eleventh rector, 

Rev’d Dr. Andy Anderson, joined Nativity. Under his leadership, Christian formation 

classes were added and outreach ministries were expanded considerably. 
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“It combines the 

things I love most; 

a historical  

structure, formality 

in worship, liturgy, 

and progressive  

values. It is not easy 

to find all of those 

things in one place, 

yet Nativity brings 

them  

together.” 

—Survey Quote 
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Huntsville & Environs 

Huntsville - a unique blend of the past and the future - is located in Madison County, 

which lies in the Tennessee River Valley. Huntsville recently became the second largest  
city in Alabama, and is expected to be the largest by 2021. In 2010, the population of the 
Huntsville Metropolitan area was 417,593. In 2018, it had grown to 455,458.  
 

In approximately 1805, Huntsville was formally settled by Leroy Pope. The streets were 
laid out around Big Spring - now a key feature of Huntsville’s signature park.  Many 
antebellum homes from this period stand nearby in the Twickenham District. Huntsville 
grew rapidly from a combination of abundant cotton and railway access. In 1819, it was 
the site of the constitutional convention. After the Civil War, cotton mills drove the 
economy until the 1950’s.  
 

Huntsville’s direction changed in 1941 when the United States entered World War II and 

Huntsville became the site for chemical munitions. Production began on the area known 

as Redstone Arsenal. Following the war, Redstone Arsenal was chosen to develop rockets 

and missiles. It might be said, “the rest is history.”   
 

In 1950, the Ordnance Guided Missile Center was brought to Redstone Arsenal, with 

approximately 200 German scientists and engineers, led by Werner von Braun. They 

made numerous contributions to Huntsville, including the establishment of the Marshall 

Space Flight Center – now a NASA facility. Several notable individuals from this group 

attended the Church of the Nativity, including Mrs. Ruth von Saurma, personal secretary 

to Dr. von Braun, and Mr. Georg von Tiesenhausen who is credited with the first 

complete design of the Lunar Roving Vehicle. These Nativity parishioners were only two 

of the von Braun team who played an active part during the developmental years of the 

church and Huntsville. 
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Huntsville & Environs 

By the late 1950’s Huntsville became known as the “Rocket City.” However, the high 

tech development didn’t end with rockets and missiles. In 1961, developers broke ground 

on Cummings Research Park. This high-technology research park is the second largest of 

its kind in the country and is now home to a host of diverse aerospace, defense, and 

biotechnology companies. The centerpiece of the park is now the HudsonAlpha Institute 

for Biotechnology, which performs cutting edge research into genomics and genetics. 

 
In addition to its vibrant economy, Huntsville is also just a great place to live.  Huntsville 
residents are highly educated, with most of the population working in engineering or high 
tech industries. Huntsville has an excellent hospital system, a respected University, a 
strong K-12 school system, and was ranked by US News and World Report as #7 on 
their best places to live.    
 
The city contains many parks and recreational opportunities including the Land Trust 

(which holds several thousand acres of land in trust for public use), seven golf courses, 

ten museums, and the oldest continually operating symphony in the state. Several festivals 

occur throughout the year and Huntsville enjoys a vibrant downtown “scene.” Recent 

development in the downtown area has provided ample shopping, dining, and upscale 

apartment living. Lowe Mill, a former cotton mill, has been turned into the one of the 

largest privately owned arts facilities in the US, with 148 working artist studios, 6 galleries, 

and several performance spaces. Also of interest is Campus 804, a renovated school with 

several craft breweries and pubs. Huntsville also hosts several collegiate and professional 

sports teams. The Von Braun Center is home to the Huntsville Havoc, the UAH 

Chargers, and also hosts numerous concerts and conventions.  

 
Huntsville combines the charm of the Old South with all the tech benefits only a true 
“Rocket City” could possess. With history, a temperate climate, mountains, lakes, culture, 
and our own rocket...who could ask for more?  
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Top twenty 
characteristics our 
parishioners want 
to see in our next 
rector: 
 

1. Personable, 
approachable 

2. Kind, friendly 
3. Humble 
4. Good sense of 

humor 
5. Good listener 
6. Inclusive, open-

minded 
7. Honest, integrity 
8. Warm 
9. Compassionate 
10. Good preacher 
11. Intelligent, well-

read 
12. Outgoing 
13. Spiritual, faithful 
14. Caring 
15. Good 

communicator 
16. Energizing, 

enthusiastic 
17. Authentic, sincere 
18. Leader 
19. Willing to 

delegate 
20. Open 
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Moving Forward 

Where  is God leading us? As part of the search for our next rector, we conducted a 

comprehensive survey covering all aspects of Church life. The response was overwhelm-

ing; over 400 parishioners answered the survey. We also conducted over fourteen listen-

ing sessions, where over 300 parishioners openly and thoughtfully discussed their hopes 

and concerns. Our congregation is engaged in the search process and excited about Na-

tivity’s future. 

Nativity is poised to do amazing things. We are on a strong financial footing, having re-

tired all debt for Church grounds and facilities following two successful capital cam-

paigns. We have a beautiful new copper shingle roof that will last for generations to 

come, and we have addressed our immediate building needs. Membership is stable, and 

our laity is active and involved in the leadership of the Church.  

Our parishioners are deeply committed to one another. In the survey responses and lis-

tening sessions, they emphasized that fellowship is vitally important to their spiritual 

lives. People are drawn to Nativity by the historic buildings and beautiful liturgy, but 

they stay at Nativity because of their fellow parishioners.   

27 

Our next Rector 

Nativity is looking for someone to join our faith community and work with us to help 

plan and shape Nativity’s future, while preserving our heritage and historical buildings. 

We are looking for a rector who has the personal characteristics and strengths to work 

effectively with this vibrant parish. 

When asked about the top three professional skills they would like to see in a new rec-

tor, over 60% of parishioners responded with Communication and Leadership. Then 

about 40% chose Pastoral Car and Public Speaking. Finally, 20% included Long Term 

Planning / Visionary, Consensus Building, and Willingness to Delegate.   

Parishioners also identified the top priorities for our new rector as 1) Sermons/

Preaching, 2) Pastoral Care, 3) Spiritual Development, and 4) Youth and Children’s 

Education, as well as Worship Services. 
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Moving Forward 

The survey results also revealed there are a few areas of Church life in need of im-

provement. We explored these areas in the listening sessions to gain a deeper under-

standing of our parishioners’ concerns.  

Youth Activities and Children’s Education rank in the top three most important 

things to parishioners. However, in the same survey, many parishioners identified 

Youth Activities and Children’s Education as an area that needs improvement. 

Through listening sessions, we learned that Nativity youth sometimes feel disconnect-

ed from the rest of the parish. Parishioners hope that our next rector can bridge that 

gap by increasing communication, interest, and support between our young people 

and the rest of the parish. We are looking for a rector who will be actively involved 

with the young children and teens on a personal level. Our children are the future of 

the Church, and we want them to feel included, connected, and spiritually nourished. 

We also learned from the listening sessions that parishioners have a diversity of opin-

ions on liturgical and musical styles. Many parishioners expressed a desire for more 

contemporary hymns in worship services, like those found in the Alleluia III song-

book (used by Cursillo). Other parishioners prefer a more traditional style of music 

and liturgy. We need a Rector who is liturgically flexible and capable of balancing the 

varying liturgical preferences of our congregation in a way that builds consensus rather 

than division. 

Finally, the survey results showed a disconnect in the area of Stewardship. A strong 

majority of our parishioners believe that Stewardship is a spiritual discipline, and that 

Nativity handles its money responsibly, but the number of pledges has decreased over 

the past several years. We are looking for a Rector who can talk comfortably with pa-

rishioners about the importance and discipline of stewardship. 

Nativity is ready to embrace this new chapter in our parish life. With a faithful pastor 

who will care for our people and equip us for our ministries, there is no limit to what 

we can do. We look forward to welcoming our next Rector into the Nativity family. 
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“Change is an  

opportunity.”  

—Jane Brocato 

“It is so  

important for 

our Rector to 

have a sense of 

humor.” 

—Lane Tutt 

"Nativity is a  

thriving  

progressive 

church.  Our 

next rector 

should be some-

one who can bal-

ance and em-

brace all of the 

diversity in our 

congregation."   

—John Sheldon 


