
Good Samaritan Hospital, an institution 
of the Diocese of Los Angeles, remembered 
Robert F. Kennedy on June 6, the 50th an-
niversary of his death at the hospital after he 
was shot at the Ambassador Hotel, where he 
had been celebrating his victory in the Cali-
fornia primary election as he sought the nom-
ination for president of the United States. 

The Rev. Michael S. Bell, director of pas-
toral services, led the 20-minute service, at 
which Tom LaBonge, former Los Angeles city 
council member and longtime friend of the 
hospital, also spoke. 

Bell described the tumult of the 1960s:. “It 
could be said that our nation was divided and 
wounded, as well as inspired — divided over 
issues of race and rights, political polariza-
tion, use of deadly force and war, socio-eco-
nomic justice, free speech, and trust in estab-
lishments once held in esteem — wounded by 
repetitive and sometimes overwhelming im-
ages and sounds of anger and violence, bru-
tality and death domestically and abroad — 
inspired by people taking courageous stands 
against injustices, invoking powerful symbols 
of resistance. And our saturation with all this 
news was newly enabled by ever-evolving 
mass media technology.

“It’s an age-old battle between the debilitat-
ing forces of darkness and the transformative 

power of light. We re-
member this morning, 
as Kennedy did, that 
each day we have choice 
about where we put 
the focus of the best of 
our efforts and how to 
better demonstrate our 
love of our neighbors.” 

“Bobby Kennedy 
would want you to 
know about him, and it’s important that you 
each find out about him and what he stood 
for as a person,” said LaBonge. He described 
the 1960s as enduring “earthquake after 
earthquake” as the nation saw the assassi-
nations of John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King and was jolted by the civil rights 
movement and turmoil over the Vietnam War. 
“Why do we miss Bobby Kennedy so much?” 
LaBonge asked. “Because we need someone 
who brings people together, not separate 
them — who brings together all people from 
all places.” 

Bell and LaBonge laid a wreath in Ken-
nedy’s honor and Bell led a brief litany of re-
membrance. He concluded with a traditional 
Irish blessing: “May the road rise up to meet 
you. May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, the 

rains fall soft upon your fields. And until we 
meet again, may God hold you in the palm of 
his hand.” ?
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Good Samaritan Hospital 
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At top: Facing a phlanx of reporters, Good Samaritan 
Hospital chaplain Michael Bell leads a service of 
remembrance for Robert F. Kennedy. Above: Bell and 
former city councilman Tom LaBonge placed a 
wreath in Kennedy’s honor.

Seven ordained to diaconate 
at St. John’s Cathedral
Bishop John Harvey Taylor ordained seven new transition-
al deacons in a service on June 2 at the Cathedral of St. 
John. Pictured above are new deacons (from left) Carole 
Lee Horton-Howe (St. George’s, Laguna Hills), Antonio 
Jose Gallardo (All Saints, Pasadena), Laurel Eileen Coote 
(St. Cross, Hermosa Beach), Jennifer Lynne Wagner Pavia 
(St. Augustine’s, Santa Monica), Sarah Anne Reynolds 
(Thad’s, Santa Monica), Anil Virendra Shah (St. Paul’s, 
Pomona) and Joseph Bradley Courtney (Holy Spirit, Silver 
Lake), with (at center back) Bishop Suffragan Diane 
Jardine Bruce, Bishop Taylor, Canon to the Ordinary 
Melissa McCarthy, and the Ven. Canon Charleen Crean, 
archdeacon. Preacher for the service was the Rev. 
Stefanie Wilson Brown, chaplain at Campbell Hall School, 
North Hollywood. The ordination service was live-
streamed via the diocesan Facebook page. 
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, JUNE 10 —

4 p.m. Organ Recital: Robert Hovencamp 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church  
1175 San Gabriel Blvd., San Marino 91108 
Information: www.saintedmunds.org

— THURSDAY, JUNE 14 —
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Concert: Cajun Style Fixings 
St. Mark’s in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: yvonne@smitv.org

7 – 9 p.m. Interfaith World Refugee Day
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
580 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles 90024
Information: bit.ly/2kSxx04

— SUNDAY, JUNE 17 — 
4 p.m. Organ Recital: Tom Mueller 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church  
1175 San Gabriel Blvd., San Marino 91108 
Information: www.saintedmunds.org

5 p.m. Chamber Music Concert IV 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

5 p.m. Sunset ChamberFest Concert 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323.876.2102

6 p.m. An Evening of Jazz 
Church of the Messiah  
614 N. Bush Street, Santa Ana 92701 
Information: su.amsden@gmail.com

— FRIDAY, JUNE 22 —
5:30 p.m. Seeds of Hope: Friday Night Farming
Edendale Grove Garden
Cathedral Center of St. Paul
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026
Information/Reservations: bit.ly/fnf6-22

7 p.m. Concert: Nichole Dechaine, soprano 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos

For more listings visit www.ladiocese.org.

Voting for dignity and love

Near the western tip of the Dingle penin-
sula in Ireland, which Kathy and I visited dur-
ing our recent vacation, you can see a cottage 
and other buildings used by peasant families 
during the potato famine from 1845-49. 

A couple living in the cottage two gen-
erations later (known only as Mary Jones’ 
brother and his wife) lost 
six children at childbirth. 
Since the Roman Catho-
lic Church wouldn’t bury 
unbaptized babies, it’s 
thought that their re-
mains are in an ancient 
burial mound about a 
hundred yards away. 

Tens of thousands of 
these so-called limbo ba-
bies are buried all over 
the Irish countryside, 
mostly in unmarked 
graves. If this sounds 
like cruel medievalism, 
remember that It wasn’t 
until 1983 that the Catholic church permit-
ted the burial of babies whose parents had 
intended to have them baptized. Imagine how 
such insensitivity redounded from generation 
to generation. The church’s reputation is also 
darkened by the bitter legacy of the Mag-
dalene laundries and the more recent sexual 
abuse scandals.

It’s no surprise that anti-abortion cam-
paigners asked the church to keep its head 
down during the recent debate about repeal-
ing Ireland’s abortion ban. During our visits 
to churches (and, oh my, did we ever visit a 
lot of churches), Kathy and I saw plenty of 
literature about the referendum, but bishops 
told priests to lay off in their sermons. 

In the end, it didn’t help. The pro-choice 
side’s landslide win on May 25 was broadly 

interpreted as a rebuke of the church and of 
patriarchy in general. If the church is finally 
doing a better job proclaiming everyone’s 
right to dignity and love instead of treating 
women and children like chattel, it didn’t 
happen soon enough. There were still limbo 
babies in the Reagan administration, children 
to whose desperately grieving parents the 
church barred the churchyard gate and said 

no — siblings, no doubt, 
of some who voted yes, for 
choice.

Nobody likes abortion. 
But populations in the west 
have made it clear that, at 
long last, they want women 
to be the authors of their 
reproductive destinies. The 
church should use its gos-
pel voice and political clout 
not to militate for new re-
strictions on women’s rights 
but to urge governments 
to make sex education and 
birth control widely avail-
able. Critics who think this 

will lead to more promiscuity may want to 
ask themselves if promiscuity is worse than 
unwanted, terminated pregnancies. 

We can also use our influence with young 
people (and our brilliant, loving youth leaders 
have a lot) to counsel them to take care when 
it comes to sexual activity, because they’re 
messing with the generative power of the Al-
mighty. For women who choose to take chil-
dren to term and offer them for adoption, an 
act of incredible courage and love, Holy Fam-
ily Services, our diocesan partner, can help.

Since abortion is legal, let’s resolve that it 
be rare. Driving around Ireland, we saw thou-
sands of campaign signs. The “no” forces al-
ways stuck up for the babies. The “yes” folks 
were always for the women. Jesus Christ is for 
both, and his church had better be, too. ?

By John Harvey Taylor, bishop diocesan

The resting place of Mary Jones’ nieces 
and nephews? PHOTO / JOHN H. TAYLOR


