
Good Samaritan Hospital in Los An-
geles, an institution of the Diocese 
of Los Angeles, will hold a “Remem-

brance Ceremony” at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
June 6 in honor of Senator Robert F. Kenne-
dy on the 50th anniversary of his death. 

During the 15-minute ceremony, a wreath 
will be laid at the main 
entrance of the hos-
pital. The event will 
begin at the hospital’s 
circle driveway. 

Kennedy died at the 
hospital on June 6, 
1968; he was assas-
sinated on the night 
he won the California 

Democratic primary in his quest to be elected 
president of the United States. 

Good Samaritan Hospital was founded in 
1885 as The Los Angeles Hospital and Home 
for Invalids by Sister Mary Wood, an Epis-
copal nun. The hospital is located at 1225 
Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 

For information, contact the Rev. Michael 
Bell, director of pastoral care, at mbell@
goodsam.org or 213.482.2739. ?
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Good Sam Hospital 
to remember RFK

Yoga retreat will offer opportunity to ‘tune in’

Presiding Bishop Curry helps to lead 
ecumenical prayer service, march in Washington
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry of the Episcopal Church (third from right in photo above), who impressed 
millions with his sermon on the power of love at the wedding of the United Kingdom’s Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle, followed up on May 24 by joining the Rev. Jim Wallis (second from left), president and 
founder of  Sojourners and other clergy in a vigil titled ‘Reclaiming the Integrity of Faith During Political and 
Moral Crisis’ to march to the White House in Washington, D.C. “We are not a partisan group, we are not a 
left-wing group, we are not a right-wing group, we are a Jesus Movement,” Curry said to rousing, sustained 
applause from those gathered to reclaim Jesus. “And we came together, Protestant, Catholic, evangelical; 
we came together, Republicans, Independents and Democrats; we came together, liberal and conservative, 
and whatever is in the middle; we came together because what binds us together is Jesus of Nazareth and 
his way.” (Reported by Episcopal News Service; the full story is at bit.ly/2sdfrsJ.)
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News begins summer schedule, 
will report from General Convention

The Episcopal News Update and the 
Episcopal News Weekly bulletin insert 

will be published on a biweekly schedule 
beginning in the second half of June. Both 
publications will be issued for June 10 and 
24, July 8 and 22, and August 5 and 19, 
when weekly publication will resume.

The News will issue daily reports from 
General Convention July 4 – 13, covering 
the convention and the concurrent Trienni-
al meeting of the Episcopal Church Wom-
en. The reports will emphasise the work of 
the Diocese of Los Angeles’ bishops, depu-
ties, Triennial delegates and volunteers. 

To receive the Update and the General 
Convention reports, visit www.episcopal 
news.com and click “subscribe.” ?

Robert F. Kennedy

Sister Greta Ronningen of Community 
of Divine Love monastery in San Ga-
briel, will lead a six-day Yoga Retreat 

July 31 – August 5 at Mt. 
Calvary Monastery, Santa 
Barbara.

The retreat is “an op-
portunity to tune into 
yourself, to care for your-
self, to quiet the mind and 
open the heart. It is a time 
to smile into yourself for a 
change,” according to a course description. 

The session will be appropriate for strong 
beginner and intermediate students. There 
will be vigorous sessions as well as more gen-
tle relaxing sessions. Breathing practices and 

meditation will be offered daily. The schedule 
will include a guided hike and time to read, 
go to the beach and enjoy Santa Barbara. 

Ronningen is a spiritual director, writer, 
public speaker and retreat leader. She is the 
author of Free on the Inside: Finding God 
Behind Bars. This retreat will open to a maxi-
mum 15 participants. The $850 cost includes: 
five nights accommodations, three meals a 
day, and the yoga program. Retreat arrival is 
Tuesday afternoon after 2 p.m., and depar-
ture is after lunch on Sunday. A $150 non-
refundable deposit is required. 

For information and reservations contact 
Mount Calvary Monastery at 805.682.4117 
or mtcalvary1@aol.com, or visit mount-calvary.
org. A flyer is at bit.ly/2L4INRO. ?

Greta Ronningen
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, JUNE 3 —

2 p.m. Women’s Works: 
Celebrating Female Composers 
St. Mark’s in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: quireofvoyces.org

4 p.m. Jouyssance – Welcome to All Pleasures! 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
122 S. California Avenue, Monrovia 
Information/Tickets: www.jouyssance.org

5 p.m. Canterbury & Coventry Choirs Concert 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
 Information: Debbie Daniels, 626.583.2750

—FRIDAY, JUNE 8 —
7 p.m. Screening: Disturber of the Peace — 
The Many Lives of Malcolm Boyd 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 90026 
Reservations: bishopsoffice@ladiocese.org

8 p.m. Music Guild Series: Opera Night 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienvenida Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: 310.573.7422

—SATURDAY, JUNE 9 —
9 a.m. – 12 p.m. All Saints Free Legal Aid Clinic 
Jackie Robinson Center 
1020 N. Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena 91103 
Information: aramirez@allsaints-pas.org 

— SUNDAY, JUNE 10 —
4 p.m. Organ Recital: Robert Hovencamp 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church  
1175 San Gabriel Blvd., San Marino 91108 
Information: www.saintedmunds.org

— THURSDAY, JUNE 14 —
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Concert: Cajun Style Fixings 
St. Mark’s in-the-Valley Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: yvonne@smitv.org

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar.” 

Opening our hearts to 
Jesus’ transforming love

Melissa McCarthy
In this week’s gospel, we read that Jesus 

grieved over the hardness of the religious 
leaders’ hearts. What cause a heart to 

harden? How do hearts, once open to love 
and grace, close down, turn off, and shut out 
the love and grace from God in Christ?

When the gospels share the stories of Je-
sus encountering the religious leaders, there 
always seems to be a common thread of 
negativity among these opponents of his. Je-
sus is working miracles that make life better 
and more grace-filled for the communities he 
touches and, all the while, the religious lead-
ers are the naysayers. They point out what is 
wrong with what Jesus is doing. They under-
mine the grace and love that Jesus offers and 
get stuck in rules and regulations. There is 
a general sense of negativity in them that is 
nearly impossible to overcome. This is what 
Jesus grieves and what he calls the hardness 
of their hearts.

We encounter the 
love and grace of 
God through Christ 
just as the religious 
leaders and the disci-
ples did. How do we receive this gift? Do we 
have hearts open to receive it or is negativity 
a common thread in our communities? When 
the love and grace of God in Christ comes to 
us we are changed and transformed. Change 
and transformation can be frightening. Many 
of us may be tempted to close down, turn off, 
and shut out this gracious gift because it chal-
lenges our need to maintain the status quo. 
However, in the same way the man with the 
withered hand was healed despite the pro-
testations of the religious leaders, God’s love 
and grace heals and transforms us even when 
part of us is protesting the change. Our work 
is to trust God’s love and grace and to keep 
our hearts open to the healing and transfor-
mation God is always offering us. ?

By Melissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary

Emmaus Spiritual Ministries invites the 
diocesan community to hear Loretta Pe-
hanich, speaker, 

spiritual director and 
author of Fleeting 
Moments: Praying 
When You Are Too 
Busy, at “Sorry God, 
I’m Just Too Busy,” 
“an all day workshop 
squeezed into only 
three hours on a Sat-
urday morning” from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m on Saturday, June 2 at the 
St. Joseph Center, Spirituality Building, 434 

S. Batavia, Orange. 
Practical tips for improving one’s prayer 

life and habits will be included as well as cre-
ative reflections, biblical examples, and inspi-
ration from great saints. 

For more information or to register,  visit 
www.emmausspiritualministries.org/events/sorry 
-god-im-just-busy/ or contact Sonya Longbo-
tham at 714.744.3172. 

 Emmaus Spiritual Ministries is a program 
of the Roman Catholic Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Orange. Stephen Bruce, a spiritual direc-
tor and husband of Bishop Suffragan Diane 
Jardine Bruce, serves on the Emmaus board 
of advisors. ?

What happens when you’re too busy to pray?

Loretta Pehanich


