
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22: 36-40 
God created the different species of plants and animals 
Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seedbearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, 
according to their various kinds." And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their 
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  Genesis 1:11-12 
And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 
So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  Genesis 1:20-21 
And God said "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the 
ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals according to their kinds, 
the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according their kinds. And God 
saw that it was good.  Genesis 1:24 
 
Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed 
in it. They will be yours for food.  Genesis 1:29 
Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. And the LORD 
God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground, trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Genesis 2:8-9 
God cherishes the diversity of life on Earth 
You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. Two of every kind of 
bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 
Genesis 6:19-20 
And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs of clean 
and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male and female, came to Noah and 
entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. Genesis 
7:7-10 
God made a holy covenant connecting humanity with the rest of the web-of-life 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: "I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after 
you and with every living creature that was with you the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came 
out of the ark with you every living creature on earth  And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between 
me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the 
clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.... Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth." So 
God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth." Genesis 
9:8-10, 12-13, 16-17 
God is creator of all things 
How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.... When you send 
your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. Psalm 104:24, 30  
Creation praises and worships God 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Psalm 19:1 
You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of 
the field will clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12 
You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that 
is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you. Nehemiah 
9:6 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of 
his holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. Let the heavens 
rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns!" Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them! Then the trees of the forest will sing, they will sing for joy before the 
LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. I Chronicles 
16:29-34 
The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. Psalm 97:1 
All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing praise to your name. Psalm 66:4  



God sustains creation 
He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it flows between the mountains. They give water to all the beasts of the 
field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. The birds of the air nest by the waters; they sing among the branches. He 
waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work. Psalm 104:10-13 
The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. Isaiah 43:20-21 
These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time. When you give, it to them, they gather it up; when you 
open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return to the dust. When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. 
Psalm 104:27-30 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? Matthew 6:26  
Humans are responsible for creation as caretakers 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. Genesis 2:15 
Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to 
the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the 
man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. Genesis 2:19-20 
You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts 
of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. Psalm 8:6-8 
The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the exalted of the earth languish. The earth is defiled by 
its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse 
consumes the earth; its people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth's inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left.  
Isaiah 24:46  
Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring against you who live in the land: 
"There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land. There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing 
and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in 
it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying." Hosea 4:1-3 
As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge between one sheep and another, and between 
rams and goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with 
your feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? Ezekiel 34:17-18 
The Bible warns us about materialism, greed, and gluttony 
Then he said to them, 'Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.... Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.... For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also." Luke 12:15, 23, 34 
Woe to you who add house to house and join field to field till no space is left and you live alone in the land. Isaiah 5:8  
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. Matthew 6:24 
But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. Mark 4:19 
Gratitude and humility are proper responses to our responsibility to creation 
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:45  
Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call 
themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and 
the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not 
the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves." Luke 22:25-27 
Jesus is Creator with God 
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
Colossians 1:16-17  
Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live. 1 Corinthians 8:6 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made; without it him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:1-3 



Creation belongs to God 
The earth is the LORD's and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and 
established it upon the waters. Psalm 24:12 
"I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall 
speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea; and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, 
because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit." Zechariah 9:10-11 
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with 
thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. In his 
hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands 
formed the dry land. Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for he is our God and 
we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. Psalm 95:17 
Creation is impacted by human sin 
And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to 
reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." So the LORD God banished him from the 
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side 
of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. Genesis 
3:22-24 
To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not 
eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce 
thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until 
you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." Genesis 3:17-19   
God calls us to be concerned about justice and money 
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 
Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words 
of the righteous. Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the LORD your God is giving 
you. Deuteronomy 16:19-20 
Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: "this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat 
the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. You 
have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or 
searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally... This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against the 
shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds 
can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. Ezekiel 
34:2-4, 10 
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the 
sea, and everything in themthe' LORD, who remains faithful forever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives 
food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are 
bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. Psalm 146:5-10 
He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God. Proverbs 
14:31 
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; 
defend the rights of the poor and needy. Proverbs 31:8-9   
Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 
If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in 
him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 1 John 3:17-18 
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But 
if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and 
into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 1 
Timothy 6:6-10 



God's wisdom and powers are seen in nature 
For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities his eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. Romans 1:20   
Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a mortal be righteous before God? Though one wished to dispute with him, 
he could not answer him one time out of a thousand. His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and 
come out unscathed? He moves mountains without their knowing it and overturns them in his anger. He shakes the earth 
from its place and makes its pillars tremble. He speaks to the sun and it does not shine; he seals off the light of the stars. 
Job 9:2-7 

God teaches through nature 
But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will 
teach you, or let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done 
this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind. Job 12:7-10 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes 
out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. Psalm 19:1-6 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If any one thirst, let him come to me and rink.  
He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, ‘Out of his heard shall flow rivers of living water.’” John 7:37-38 
God will bring peace: What reconciliation will look like 
I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled my land and made my 
inheritance detestable. Jeremiah 2:7 
The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your 
servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great and for destroying those 
who destroy the earth. Revelation 11:18 
The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and 
a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like 
the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. They will 
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea. Isaiah 11:6-9 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 
"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" Revelation 
5:13 
The river of life proceeded to flow from the throne of God, and on either side of the bank there was the tree of life, and the 
leaf from that tree is for the healing of the nations. Revelation 22:2 


