
The Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles 
will launch The Episcopal Business 
Network (EBN), a breakfast series for 

business people to engage questions around 
spirituality at work. 

The first meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
May 8 at 8 a.m. at the Cathedral Center of 
St. Paul, 840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles. 

“As priests going about our work we have 
often noticed that many people have a deep 
and un-met longing for meaning in their 
workplace life,” said the Rev. Lorenzo Leb-
rija, chief de-
v e l o p m e n t 
officer for the 
diocese, “and 
that’s exactly 
what we’re 
trying to ad-
dress with 
EBN.” 

Issues to be 
discussed at upcoming meetings will include;  
How, in my day-to-day life, in the details of 
my daily routines, can I reflect the uncondi-
tional and inclusive and reconciling love of 
God in my life and in the lives of the people I 
encounter? How can I integrate the values of 
my faith into my workday life? 

Upcoming conversations might include: 
What does it mean to be spiritual at work? 
How can work be spiritual? Surrounding 
yourself with ‘sacred’ objects; and more. 

“To be clear, EBN is not about proselytiz-
ing around the watercooler, or bringing pub-
lic worship to the workplace, or even helping 
people achieve enlightenment through emo-
tional detachment from the world,” Lebrija 
said. “Rather, each EBN meeting will allow 
for a structured conversation and some net-
working.” 

EBN meetings will take place on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month and cost $10 per 
person attending. Free parking is available at 
the Cathedral Center. For more information 
and registration, contact Lebrija at llebrija@
ladiocese.org or visit www.EpiscopalBusiness 
Network.org. ?
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LGBTQ ministry invites all to garden party
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Celebrate openness, 
gratitude, connection, 
and wonder on Camp 
Stevens Sunday May 20
Join others in the Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles May 20 in looking back at favorite 
Camp Stevens memories, continuing to 
make summer camp accessible and fun, 
and sending good vibes/prayers for the 
camp’s ministry. More information to come. 
In the meantime, registration is open for 
summer sessions for campers ages 8 – 15, 
plus wilderness adventures for teens. For 
more information, visit campstevens.org.

GLEAM LA, the diocesan commission 
on LGBTQ ministries, will hold its 
annual Garden Party on Sunday, May 

6, 3 – 5 p.m. at the Pasadena 
home of Bishop John Har-
vey Taylor and Canon Kathy 
Hannigan O’Connor. 

Suggested donation for the 
party, themed “Celebrate • 
Party • Connect  •  Support,” 
is $25. Proceeds will benefit 
the work of GLEAM LA, in-
cluding events and programs 

throughout the year and the diocese’s pres-
ence at local pride events. 

All are invited to enjoy refreshing bever-
ages and tasty treats as 
GLEAM gathers to raise 
money, celebrate diversity 
and grow in relationship. 

For reservations and di-
rections, email to gleam@
ladiocese.org. For more on 
the work of GLEAM LA, 
visit its Facebook page 
(search gleamLA). ?

The Cathedral Center of St. Paul.



Early in the first round of our diocesan 
reconciliation process, which got un-
derway in mid-April by introducing or 

reintroducing us to systems theory, Richard 
Blackburn of the Lombard Mennonite Peace 
Center asked a clarifying question: “How 
many times during this conflict [over St. 

James, Newport Beach] did 
you say to yourself, ‘What 
a great opportunity for a 
healthy response!’?”

Perhaps you haven’t at-
tend a “Healthy Congrega-
tions” workshop. Maybe 
you think you don’t know 
what systems theory means. 
But you do — because you 
know how abandonment, 
addiction, or other family-
of-origin trauma has affected you or someone 
you love. You know what it’s like when fam-
ily members in conflict stop communicating 
(Richard and his fellow experts call it “emo-
tional cut-off”) or a loved one grows so de-
pendent on others’ approval that she won’t 
take a stand for what’s right.

As in our families, so too in our churches 
and diocese. Systems theory helps lay and 
ordained leaders experiencing conflict value 
their dependence on others without neglect-
ing their own ethics, values, and mission, en-
abling them to keep calm and focused and re-
act graciously, healthfully, authentically, and 
lovingly. 

In short, systems theory teaches people to 
be “differentiated.” Christians construe the 
path to differentiation as a pilgrimage toward 
Christ essence — a mindset and lifestyle of 
love, righteousness, humility, graciousness, 
forgiveness, and sacrifice of self for the sake 
of others and the glory of God. 

Last week at St. Michael and All Angels, 
Studio City, I asked Richard if systems theo-
ry could be used to rationalize bad behavior 
by blaming it all on trauma or hurt feelings. 
What about a situation that’s black and white? 
“Yes, there are always people who have been 
engaging in destructive behavior,” he said. 
“But you’ll always find that others in the sys-
tem have been permitting the behavior.” 

And while someone else’s destructive be-
havior might explain mine, it never excuses it. 
That’s why families and congregations have 
to dig deep toward the roots of their painful 
dynamics. That will be the work of “Conflict 
in the Church,” the second phase of reconcili-
ation, with two-day workshops in May and 
June in Orange, Altadena, and Oak Park. The 
signup deadline (visit bit.ly/2ucYWkI) is May 3. 

The year-long process is being ably over-
seen by Canon to the Ordinary Melissa Mc-
Carthy. I give thanks that our diocese has the 
resources to undertake such holy work. In 
Christ, if not always in practice, we are one 

community despite our geographic and es-
pecially socio-economic diversity. I pray that 
our pilgrimage of reconciliation will give us 
a deeper appreciation of our accountability 
to and responsibility for one another as we 
move forward together as people of the sav-
ing gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Reconciliation’s failure can be heartbreak-
ing, even deadly. The trauma shared by the 
people of Israel and Palestine was evident 
during our fact-finding delegation’s 10 days 
of meetings in April with policymakers, opin-
ion leaders, and aid workers on both sides of 
the conflict. We were 14 bishops, laypeople, 
and priests, traveling under the auspices of 
Christians for Fair Witness on the Middle 
East. Narratives of loss and hope moved us to 
tears again and again. 

Palestinians are traumatized by Israel’s 
1948 War of Independence, which they call 
the Nakba (the catastrophe), when up to 
900,000 lost their homes. Israelis are trauma-
tized by the Second Intifada (2000-2005), in 
which 1,100 died and 3,000 were wounded. 
These and dozens of other instances of vio-
lence, in shared territory not much larger 
than New Jersey, are fodder for headlines and 
a vicious cycle of recrimination and mistrust. 

Back to my question to the Lombard Cen-
ter’s Richard Blackburn about whether there 
are sometimes just questions that are black 
and white. In the Middle East, as in all places 
where people seek security and justice and 
battle for power and payback, one can of 
course pinpoint acts of oppression and atroc-
ity. But in the name of Christ, none of these 
events can be used to justify another. More 
than any other single factor, the shared agony 
and resulting emotional cut-off experienced 
by the whole family in the Holy Land makes 
achieving peace in the birthplace of the Prince 
of Peace one of the hardest things in the world. 

This Eastertide, please pray for reconcilia-
tion and unity in the Diocese of Los Angeles. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. ?
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, APRIL 29 —

4 p.m. Musica Viva: “Music of Change”   
Trinity Episcopal Church 
419 South 4th Street, Redlands 
Information: 909.793.2014

— FRIDAY, MAY 4 —
8 p.m. Choral Chameleon 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— SATURDAY, MAY 5 —
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Abundant Table Open Farm 
McGrath Family Farm 
1012 West Ventura Blvd., Camarillo 93010 
Information: lisa.devine@yahoo.com

5 p.m. Concert: Mira Costa Vocal Ensemble 
and Advanced Women’s Chorale 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323.876.2102

7 p.m. Concert: Nichole Dechaine, soprano 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: 805.688.4454

5:30 – 9:30 p.m. HFS (Holy Family Services) 
Circle of Hope Fiesta 
The Shakespeare Club 
171 S. Grand Avenue, Pasadena 91105 
Information/Tickets: www.hfs.org

6 p.m. Cinco de Mayo Dinner  
St. Ambrose Episcopal Church 
830 W. Bonita Avenue, Claremont 91711 
Information: 909.626.7170

— SUNDAY, MAY 6 —
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Foster Care Project 
10th Annual Art Show 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: 626.791.3793

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar.” 

Working for reconciliation 
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By John Harvey Taylor, bishop diocesan

At left: a Palestinian boy in Nablus; at right, an Israeli boy in Hebron.


