
Mikaela Sesler, 
Alethia 
 Winley, and 

Tessia Winley have 
been selected to repre-
sent Girls’ Friendly So-
ciety at the Episcopal 
Church Women’s Trien-
nial Meeting in Austin, 
Texas, running concur-
rently with the General 
Convention of the Epis-
copal Church. 

The girls will assist 
at meetings and presen-
tations, participate in 
music presented by Tri-
ennial musician Linda 
Patterson, and work at 
the GFS booth in the 
Exhibit Hall. ?
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Activists, contemplatives to explore 
roles during May 12 mini-retreat 
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Registration open for summer programs at Camp Stevens
Camp Stevens, which serves the dioceses of Los Angeles and San Diego, has opened registration for its 
summer sessions for campers ages 8 to 15, and wilderness adventures for teens. Visit campstevens.org 
for information and to register. 

Alethia Winley

All are invited to “Hearts Broken 
Open” — a mini-retreat designed to 
create sacred space for activists and 

contemplatives to explore more deeply how 
spiritual lives (liturgy/prayer/meditation/
formation) connect with the 
work of justice-seeking and 
social action on the street 
and vice versa. The half-day 
away will take place at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
in Hollywood on Saturday, 
May 12, from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m, located at 6125 
Carlos Avenue, Los Angeles, 
CA 90028.  There  is free parking and child-
care. A modest donation will be asked of all 
participants.

During this time together, participants 
will work on breaking down the barriers, 

and building community between, activ-
ists, organizers, contemplatives, mystics, 
and all who are on the journey. Participants 
will wrestle with false dichotomies and hold 
space for all. Participants will meet others 

who care about these issues 
and spend some time shar-
ing with one another what it 
is that breaks open the heart. 
“We would love for you to be 
there with us because we val-
ue your presence, perspective, 
and lived experience,” orga-
nizers say.

Participating groups include 
Episcopal Sacred Resistance and Stillpoint, 
with the retreat concept suggested through 
the diocesan Program Group on Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Life. For information and to 
register, visit bit.ly/2ES9Ufs. ?

Tessia Winley

Mikaela Sesler

May 11-12 
workshops 
relocated from 
Torrance to 
Huntington Beach

Due to unexpectedly high enrollment 
in the “Healthy Congregations” rec-
onciliation workshops taking place 

May 11 through May 12, the location has 
been moved from St. Andrew’s Church in 
Torrance to St. Wilfrid’s Church in Hunting-
ton Beach. 

Anyone is welcome to register for the 
workshops; visit www.ladiocese.org/reconcili 
ation.html for more information. St. Wilfrid’s 
is located at 18631 Chapel Lane, Huntington 
Beach 92646. ?



The Thomas Fire, which claimed 1,063 
structures and burned over 307,000 
acres, is one of the largest in California 

history. Evacuations during the burn, bad air 
quality, and the long reaching effects of com-
munities shut down cannot be underestimat-
ed. In addition to the land and structures that 
burned, the Santa Ana winds fueling the fire 
decimated crops in the Oxnard basin, includ-
ing at one of our own ministries, The Abun-
dant Table. The devastation continued with 
the Montecito mudslides which, in a short 
two hours, killed 21 people and injured 163 
others. Two people still remain missing. Ap-
proximately 100 homes were destroyed and 
300 sustained severe damage. This communi-
ty is forever changed by the compound effect 
of fire and mudslide.

The most vulnerable in any situation, 
particularly disasters such as these, are the 
poor, the homeless, and the undocumented. 
Thanks to your generosity and the generos-
ity of Episcopal Relief and Development, the 
Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles was able to 
raise nearly $75,000 for fire and mudslide re-

lief efforts. At this 
date funds have 
been distributed to 
churches in affected 
areas including Trinity and All Saints in Santa 
Barbara, St. Andrew’s in Ojai, St. Paul’s in 
Ventura, St. Paul’s in Santa Paula, and The 
Abundant Table. In addition, funds were sent 
directly to the Warming Center in Santa Bar-
bara, Direct Relief, and UndocuFund of the 
Ventura County Foundation.  Funds were 
also distributed to Laundry Love in several 
communities. A listening/story-telling project 
also received some funding to help survivors 
tell their stories. 

 Thank you for your generosity. Thank 
you for feeding the hearts hungry for food, 
shelter, clothing, and care in the wake of such 
devastation. If you haven’t contributed and 
would like to, please consider a donation to 
any of the above agencies as well as the Fire 
and Mudslide Relief Fund of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Los Angeles. There is still need 
for the support we can offer in the name of 
Christ to those most in need. ?
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— SUNDAY, APRIL 22 —
12:30 p.m. – 4 p.m. Speaking Truth to Power: 
The Bold Integrity of Oscar Romero 
Emmaus Spiritual Ministries, Joseph Center 
434 S. Batavia Street, Orange 92868 
Information: www.EmmausSpiritualMinistries.org

7:30 p.m. Compline, Schola Cantorum 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— FRIDAY, APRIL 27 — 
7 p.m. Concert: Piano and Cello 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: 805.688.4454

— SATURDAY, APRIL 28 —
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Misconduct Prevention Training
St. James’ Church
1325 Monterey Road, South Pasadena
Information: office@sjcsp.org

5 p.m. Evensong & Benediction: L.A. Schola 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— FRIDAY, MAY 4 —
8 p.m. Choral Chameleon 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— SATURDAY, MAY 5 —
7 p.m. Concert: Nichole Dechaine, soprano 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: 805.688.4454

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar” > 
“Arts/Liturgy/Music” or “Events.”

Generosity in the wake 
of fires, mudslides

Canon Melissa McCarthy

By Melissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary

Latino Ministries’  Cinco de Mayo 
fiesta to raise scholarship funds

The Program Group on Hispanic Min-
istry (PGHM) invites all Episcopalians 
and their friends to a Cinco de Mayo 

fiesta at the bishop’s residence in Pasadena on 
Saturday, May 5, 12 - 5 p.m. The free event 
will feature Mexican music, folkloric dancing 
and games for kids. Food will be available for 
sale. Proceeds from the party will benefit the 

scholarship fund of the PGHM. The group 
hopes to send as many Latino Episcopalians 
as possible to the wider Episcopal Church’s 
“Nuevo Amanecer” conference. 

For more information, the address, and 
reservations, call 818.445.6298 or email to 
PGHM chair Carlos Ruvalcaba at ruluceca@
hotmail.com. ?


