
All are invited to attend the 35th an-
nual scholarship awards dinner ben-
efiting college-bound seniors of the 

Neighborhood Youth Association (NYA), a 
diocesan institution founded in 1906.

Venue for this year’s benefit — set for 7 
p.m. on Saturday, May 12 — is Sprague Cen-
ter on the parklike grounds of the Parish of 
St. Matthew, located at 1031 Bienveneda Av-
enue, Pacific Palisades 90272.

Community award honorees will include 
veteran math tutor and St. Matthew’s parish-
ioner Robert Brown and the congregation 
of St. Augustine by-the-Sea Church, Santa 
Monica, in recognition of longtime support 
for NYA students and programs based at the 
agency’s campus in Venice.

More than $20,000 has been raised in ded-
icated scholarship awards to be conferred at 
the dinner benefit, which also seeks to raise 
an additional $20,000 toward NYA opera-
tions. Tickets — priced at $125 per person 
or $1,000 for a table of eight — may be 
purchased online at htttp://nyayouth.org or by 
phoning NYA college coordinator Alexandra 
Halpern at 310.664.8893.

“All of us at NYA greatly appreciate our 
donors and their generous support of our 
students and families,” said Robert Wil-
liams, president of NYA’s board of trustees. 
“If you’ve not yet had the joy of attending an 
NYA scholarship dinner, please plan to join 
this year’s celebration.”

NYA specializes in 100-percent college 
placement and on-time high school graduation 
among seniors participating in the agency’s 
Youth Leadership Academy, with supportive 
services extended to parents and families. The 
program continues to run at capacity of 70 
students with an active waiting list. 

NYA guides its students to succeed through 
its “Personal Best” curriculum including af-
ter-school tutoring and enrichment starting in 
first grade. Subjects range from calculus and 
robotics to language arts and documentary 
filmmaking. ?
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St. James congregation returns to Newport Beach property:
Reconciliation process to begin; all are invited to participate
Bishop John H. Taylor preached and presided and Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCarthy led the 
Ministry of the Word as the congregation of St. James returned April 8 to property in Newport Beach that 
had been under dispute. A process of reconciliation to heal divisions caused and exacerbated by that 
dispute will begin this week with repeating workshops on “Healthy Congregations,” followed by sessions 
on “Conflict in the Church.” All are invited to the reconciliation workshops, which are being held without 
charge at locations around the diocese and facilitated by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. For more 
information, and to register for either or both workshops, visit www.ladiocese.org/reconciliation.html. 
Registration deadline has been extended to April 15 for “Healthy Congregations”; deadline for “Conflict in 
the Church” registration is May 3.
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DOK Spring Assembly to feature address 
by ‘Dreamer’ priest Nancy Frausto

The Rev. Nancy Frausto, a “Dreamer” 
immigrant to the United States, will be 
the keynote speaker when the Daugh-

ters of the King of the Diocese of 
Los Angeles holds its Spring As-
sembly on Saturday, April 28, 9 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Christ Episco-
pal Church, Redondo Beach. 

“Citizenship and documenta-
tion of citizens of the United States 
grows more every day as a polar-
izing issue in our society,” said 
Christine Budzowski, president of both the 
diocesan DOK and the Episcopal Church 
Women. “For our Spring Assembly, we felt it 
quite appropriate to explore what it means to 
a DACA recipient in Southern California and 
in this diocese.” 

Frausto, associate rector at St. Luke’s 

Church, Long Beach, entered the United 
States as a child with her undocumented par-
ents, and as a young adult participated in the 

DACA program that was inau-
gurated by President Obama and 
terminated by President Trump, 
though a court order has halted 
that termination for now. Frausto 
was recently featured in the CBS 
News series “Race, Religion and 
Resistance.”

All women of the diocese are in-
vited to the assembly. Registration and hos-
pitality will begin at 8:30 a.m., followed by 
a business meeting, Frausto’s presentation, 
Eucharist at 11:30 a.m. and lunch. Cost is 
$15 before April 23, $20 at the door. Register 
online at conta.cc/2INDLIB. For more informa-
tion contact Shelly Crilly at 310.749.4413. ?

Nancy Frausto



O God, whose blessed Son made himself 
known to his disciples in the breaking 

of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we 
may behold him in all his redeeming work; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

Almost every Sunday I am at an al-
tar and have the privilege of break-
ing bread — making Jesus known to 

those gathered as we share a common yet 
sacred meal together. Every time I do this 
simple act, I am reminded of the profound act 
done on our behalf by Jesus. “Alleluia! Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let 
us keep the feast! Alleluia!”

There is something comforting about shar-
ing a meal together — keeping a feast togeth-
er. While many eat alone every day, sharing a 
meal brings people together over a common 
need: food. It doesn’t matter what our back-
ground is, what the color of our skin is, what 
language we speak, what gender we are — we 

all need food. Food 
is the great equal-
izer — there isn’t a 
person who doesn’t 
require it to sustain 
life.

The simple, sacred meal we share each 
week is not only a remembrance as Christ 
asked us to remember him and his sacrifice 
for us but also for his ongoing work of rec-
onciliation in the world. When we come to 
the table we are asked to remember what was 
done by Christ on our behalf, and we are also 
asked to remember that this meal is for “the 
strengthening of our union with Christ and 
one another, and the foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet which is our nourishment in eternal 
life” (BCP p. 860).

May the days and weeks of this Easter 
season give you many opportunities to find 
comfort and strength in participating in the 
life of the church, but especially in sharing 
the simple, sacred meal of EUCHARIST — a 
great thanksgiving!  ?
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, APRIL 15 —

3 p.m. Deanery 2 Confirmation 
Prince of Peace Episcopal Church 
5700 Rudnick Avenue, Woodland Hills 91367 
Information: rector@popwh.org 

4 p.m.  Easter 3: Choral Evensong  
The Church of Our Saviour  
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel  
Information: www.churchofoursaviour.org

5 p.m. Choral Evensong: All Saints’ Choristers 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— FRIDAY, APRIL 20 —
7 p.m. Vespers 
The Episcopal Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
1314 N Angelina Drive, Placentia
Information: 714.528.2995

8 p.m. Chamber Music Concert: “Four Seasons” 
by Mark O’Connor and Astor Piazzola 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: MusicGuildOnline.org

— SATURDAY, APRIL 21 —
5 p.m. Solemn Evensong for Eastertide 
St. John’s Cathedral 
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 90007
Information: 213.747.6285

— SUNDAY, APRIL 22 —
12:30 p.m. – 4 p.m. Speaking Truth to Power: 
The Bold Integrity of Oscar Romero 
Emmaus Spiritual Ministries, Joseph Center 
434 S. Batavia Street, Orange 92868 
Information: www.EmmausSpiritualMinistries.org

7:30 p.m. Compline, Schola Cantorum 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar” > 
“Arts/Liturgy/Music” or “Events.”

Coming to Jesus’ table

Diane Jardine Bruce

By Diane Jardine Bruce, bishop suffragan

Episcopal Asiamerican Ministries of the 
Episcopal Church will offer an Anti-
Trafficking Summit on May 12 at the 

Cathedral Center of St. Paul, 840 Echo Park 
Avenue, Los Angeles. 

The summit, with the theme “Breaking the 
Chains, Determining Our Future: Towards 
Justice and Ending Modern Day Slavery,” 
will be sponsored by MEMS (Mission to End 
Modern Slavery), an ecumenical, multicultur-
al non-profit organization founded in 2014, 
The Diocese of Los Angeles and its Episcopal 

Asian Ministries program are cosponsors. 
The meeting will begin with registration at 

8:30 a.m. and continue with an ecumenical 
service, followed by a program led by Elmer 
Labog, chair of KMU (Kilusang Mayo Uno), 
a Filipino labor center and trade union, along 
with other experts and trafficking survivors. 

Lunch will be provided. The day will con-
clude with a dinner and program at 7 p.m. 

Additional information and a preliminary 
schedule are online at bit.ly/2qpiI8l. To register, 
visit bit.ly/2qoDR1C. ?

Summit will address human trafficking


