
All in the Diocese of Los Angeles are 
invited to attend regional workshops 
planned on the topics of “Healthy 

Congregations” and “Conflict in the Church: 
Entrusted with the Message of Reconcilia-
tion.” 

Each workshop will begin with a 7 – 9:30 
p.m. evening session (registration is at 6:30 
p.m.) preceding a 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. daylong 
session. Repeating “Healthy Congregations” 
workshops are set for April 18 – 19 at St. Al-
ban’s, Westwood; April 20 – 21 at St. Michael 
& All Angels, Studio City; and May 11-12 at 
St. Andrew’s, Torrance. 

Repeating “Conflict in the Church” work-
shops are scheduled for May 18 – 19 at Trin-
ity, Orange; May 30 – 31 at St. Mark’s, Al-
tadena; and June 8 – 9 at Epiphany, Oak Park.

To register for workshops, visit bit.
ly/2ucYWkI. Links to flyers with full workshop 
information may be found at www.ladiocese.
org and www.episcopalnews.com.

Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCar-
thy notes that everyone involved in ministry, 
both clergy and laypersons, can benefit from 
the sessions, which are offered as part of the 
wider mediation process facilitated by the 
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center following 
tensions linked to recent disputes regarding 
church property in Newport Beach. Work-
shops are designed for clergy, church staff, 
lay leaders and all members of congregations 
in the Diocese of Los Angeles. Participants in 
the diocesan mediation process are particu-
larly expected to attend one of the options. 
Anyone interested in enhancing his or her ca-
pacity to manage self in non-anxious, mature 
ways in the midst of church conflict is also 
invited to participate. 

Workshop leaders include Richard Black-
burn, executive director of Lombard Men-
nonite Peace Center in Lombard, Illinois, a 
trainer and mediator with broad experience 
in serving as a consultant to conflicted church 
systems. ?
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The Lord is risen indeed
Congregations marked Easter across the diocese with 
festive celebrations. At top: Bishop John H. Taylor presides 
at the Great Vigil at St. John’s Cathedral in Los Angeles 
March 31. Above: Children enjoy Easter Egg hunts at Holy 
Faith, Inglewood, and Ascension, Sierra Madre. At left: The 
Rev. Eduardo Bresciani stands amid Easter flowers at St. 
Margaret’s, South Gate. Below: Parishioners at St. Mark’s, 
Upland, kindle a new flame for the vigil.



He is going ahead of you to Galilee,” the 
young man tells Mary Magdalene and 
two other women at the empty tomb, 

according to Mark’s account. “There you will 
see him.” This morning’s low-Sunday preach-
ers are grappling with Jesus’s post-Resurrection 
appearance in Jerusalem, as recounted in John. 
Mark’s account comes from an earlier tradi-
tion. It sounds more like the Jesus I know: El-
liptical and a little evasive, determined to keep 
me walking on the pilgrim way, peering around 
every bend in the road, searching every face.

Go home to Galilee, he says, where he grew 
up surrounded by the love, and no doubt oc-
casionally the drama and chaos, of family, 
friends, and neighbors in a little no-account 
village where people lived in caves. 
Nothing good out of Nazareth in-
deed! Go home to Galilee, he tells his 
friends, where he and they learned 
about themselves and one another in 
the joy and sweat of their vocations 
-- Jesus at Joseph’s side working, per-
haps, on Herod Antipas’s improve-
ments at Sepphoris, his friends at 
home or on their fishing boats or in 
the fields. Go home to Galilee, he tells 
them, if you want to find the way to 
your apostolic future.

Our God in Christ needs fully in-
tegrated apostles who know exactly 
who they are and where they came 
from and who preach the gospel in 
what they say and do each day. Re-
flecting on home and vocation, how-
ever they were and are for us, clarifies our 
apostolic identities. Those in spiritual direc-
tion, counseling, and recovery will tell you 
that their work often starts with understand-
ing the rewards and residue, as they may be, 
of their families of origin. Integration of our 
faith with our vocations is a vital step as well. 
Whether we’re caregivers, attorneys, priests, 
or tentmakers, our Lord invites us to find 
comfort and gospel purpose in our labor. 

May a spirit of homecoming also enliv-
en our diocesan community in the months 
ahead. I give thanks that St. James, Newport 
Beach has been granted mission station sta-
tus on a trial basis. This morning, for the first 
time since June 2015, it will worship in the 
church building its members love. We turn 
now to the holy labor of truth-telling and 
reconciliation (sign up for your sessions with 
the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center at bit.
ly/2ucYWkI), where I pray we’ll discover a re-
newed sense of unity as a diverse faith family 

whose whole purpose is mediating the forgiv-
ing, forbearing, fear-destroying love of God 
and building a kingdom of justice and peace.

In God’s kingdom of justice, all have a 
place to lay their heads, but not in our own 
communities and neighborhoods. From St. 
Mary’s (Mariposa), Los Angeles, (with its 
partnership with Safe Parking L.A.) to Blessed 
Sacrament, Placentia, and Episcopal Com-
munities and Services (partnering to build af-
fordable senior housing), our congregations 
are stepped up to the challenge of housing 
justice and security. With 58,000 living on the 
streets in LA and thousands more around the 
diocese, our work is just beginning. So too 
the work of our colleagues in the Sacred Re-

sistance movement, imploring our leaders to 
act justly toward our neighbors in the DACA 
program and all whom we have invited over 
the years to work in our fields and factories, 
hotels and homes. It is time for them all, at 
last, to be safe at home.

Most important, we say come home to 
friends and strangers, the churched and un-
churched, all God’s creatures – come home 
from the wilderness of these times. All hearts 
are hungry and restless for meaning and be-
longing, especially in epochs of injustice and 
anxiety. Our work as apostles is to walk 
with one another in the shadow of the cross 
toward the light of the empty tomb, which 
makes every brave risk utterly safe. Togeth-
er let us continue to build and sustain the 
church the world doesn’t yet know it needs 
– because one day, someday, every day, some 
Greeks will come to our door, looking for Je-
sus, looking for peace and justice, for joy and 
belonging, looking for home. ?
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, APRIL 8 —

4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Recital 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— SUNDAY, APRIL 15 —
3 p.m. Deanery 2 Confirmation 
Prince of Peace Episcopal Church 
5700 Rudnick Avenue, Woodland Hills 91367 
Information: rector@popwh.org 

4 p.m.  Easter 3: Choral Evensong  
The Church of Our Saviour  
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel  
Information: www.churchofoursaviour.org

5 p.m. Choral Evensong: All Saints’ Choristers 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— FRIDAY, APRIL 20 —
8 p.m. Chamber Music Concert: “Four Seasons” 
by Mark O’Connor and Astor Piazzola 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: MusicGuildOnline.org

— SUNDAY, APRIL 22 —
7:30 p.m. Compline, Schola Cantorum 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— FRIDAY, APRIL 27 — 
7 p.m. Concert: Piano and Cello 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: 805.688.4454

— SATURDAY, APRIL 28 —
5 p.m. Evensong & Benediction: L.A. Schola 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— FRIDAY, MAY 4 —
8 p.m. Choral Chameleon 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— SATURDAY, MAY 5 —
7 p.m. Concert: Nichole Dechaine, soprano 
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: 805.688.4454

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar” > 
“Arts/Liturgy/Music” or “Events.”

A spirit of homecoming
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By John Harvey Taylor, bishop diocesan

Bishop John H. Taylor and Canons Melissa McCarthy and 
Bob Williams discuss housing security on Easter Monday 
with United Way of Orange County COO Carla Vargas and 
manager for housing Becks Heyhoe and Tim Shaw, veteran 
advocate for the homeless.
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