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In John’s Gospel chapter 
20:1 – 18, the gospel text 
set aside for this year’s 
Easter Sunday service, 
we hear again the story 
of Mary running from 
the empty tomb to let the 
disciples who were hiding 
from the danger they felt, 
know, “they have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” So 
Peter and another disciple 
came out of their hiding 
place and sprinted to the 
place where Jesus was 
buried and discovered it 
was as Mary had reported.

The verse that I would like 
to focus on with you is 
verse 10 which says, “Then 
the disciples went back to 
their homes.” I’m intrigued 
by this verse because 
isn’t that where Easter 
really takes place? Easter 
is best lived at home. 
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The gospel starts at home
We decorate the holiday 
with chocolate bunnies, 
jellybeans, colorful baskets 
fi lled with crunchy paper 
and goodies, we paint 
Easter eggs and sometimes 
we adorn ourselves and 
our children with a special 
dress or fancy new shirt 
and sparkling shoes. We 
often decorate our church 
services with special music 
and extra fl owers on the 
altar, sometimes we bring 
out more candles, the fi nest 
communion vessels and of 
course our most precious 
linens. All of this is good 
because it does remind us 
of the amazing marvel of 
this holy occasion. And 
in the midst of all of our 
celebration and decorations 
I think it’s important for 
us to recognize how the 
fi rst followers of Jesus 
responded to the news of 
the empty tomb.

They went back to their 
homes. But more than 
going back to their homes 
they went back with a 
knowledge that everything 
had changed. And I think 
they went back home 
because for them the gospel 
starts at home. Home 
may be the place where 
it is most important for 
us to live out the gospel. 
I wonder if we are truly 
at home with Easter? I 
wonder if we are at home 
with the powerful story of 
the resurrection? Home it 

seems to me is where we 
are invited to go with the 
knowledge of the amazing 
grace of the empty tomb 
and the risen Christ.

Can we be at home 
wherever we are? Can we 
be at home in all those 
familiar places where we 
spend our days? Like those 
fi rst followers of Jesus let 
us also be at home with 
the knowledge of the risen 
Christ and the empty tomb 
when we are not only 
in our homes, but when 
we are at the offi  ce, or 
working at the shop, or in 
our church. Our Lord is in 
all of these places and he 
is especially present there 
when we allow him to make 
his home in us.

So as we leave Lent behind 
and move into the season 
of Easter please pray with 
me that we will know 
the good news of our 
Lord’s resurrection in all 
the places where we fi nd 
ourselves at home.

+John

Home is 
where 
Jesus is
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A Day in the Life of Christ
It’s 6:30 am, and Rev. Kay Flores, a 
counselor at Camp GROW, near Boulder, 
steps into the dining hall.  Two horses nicker 
at two twelve and thirteen-year-old campers 
who walk sleepily by the horse corral to join 
Kay for Morning Prayer before breakfast.  
Across the Wind River Mountains Gerry 
Yennie, in Kinnear, is just arriving at the 
Church of the Holy Nativity where he will 
continue removing dead trees and shrubs to 
create a green space across the drive from 
the church where not only parishioners, but 
travelers will fi nd peace and quiet refuge.  
Twenty-two miles away, at St. James’ in 
Riverton, Diane Carleton reaches to turn 
the window-sign to “OPEN” 
where clients of the Riverton 
Help Center will come in for 
a fi nancial planning class.  
Also in Riverton, an attentive 
staff  member of Community 
Entry Services arranges the 
sling on a lift device funded 
by St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Atlantic City, to 
assist a young man who 
suff ered a traumatic brain 
injury.  His resulting physical 
impairment keeps him curled 
up in a ball. The employee 
calls him softly by his name 
and uses the lift to move him 
from his bed to a waiting 
wheelchair.  It’s 8:00. 
Fifty miles downstream, in 
Thermopolis, Father Ron 
Philips from Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church, turns the 
key in the door of Common 
Ground Help Center.  A 
young high school dropout 
studying to attain her GED 
is already waiting on the sidewalk and 
they talk softly about her course book 
which has just arrived.  Northwest from 
there, in Meeteetse, two high-school-age 
brothers drive to the Hogg Ranch.  They 
are employed there for the month by the 
Meeteetse Youth Work Program which 
is supported by St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church.  They pull two buckets of fence 
staples from the ranch pick-up and begin to 
stretch wire.  As part of program guidelines, 
next month they will work for the Rec 
District teaching younger kids to fl y fi sh.  
Only fi fty miles to the east, in Worland, 
Shirley Wildman arrives at the backdoor 
of “St. Alban’s Born Again Clothing, Etc.,” 

and opens the thrift shop for the day.  She 
balances a cup of coff ee and notices three 
new sacks of donated clothing.  Some tops 
still have the tags on.  At 10:37, sharp, 
across the Bighorns and all the way across 
eastern Wyoming, a senior shut-in living 
in the countryside outside of Newcastle, 
turns on his radio.  Station manager Kevin 
Senger, is readying the microphone for Mike 
Hutchinson, from Christ Episcopal Church, 
who begins to read a morning devotional 
from “Forward Day by Day” - “To follow the 
commandment ‘you must walk in it…’”  The 
elderly man smiles as he slowly heats his 
midday meal.  It’s now 11:00.
As the sun begins to heat the still, late-
spring air, Father Doug Wasinger of St. 
Luke’s, Buff alo, fl ashes hand signals to 
Larry Brannian who backs his fl atbed trailer 
which will be used as a stage during the 
auction this evening of miniature sheep 
herder stoves.  Those 25 stoves have been 
painted in remarkable ways by local artists.  
All the money raised from their sale will be 
matched by the Foundation and used to fi ll 

the Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church.  
Just north of there, in 
Sheridan, Arin Waddell 
meets volunteers at St. 
Peter’s who will help 
place food items in 
backpacks to be given, 
anonymously, the 
following day to middle-
school youth who don’t 
have enough to eat at 
home on the weekends.  
Just eighty miles east, 
in Gillette, Father 
Tom Fiske is crafting, 
with youth and youth 

leaders, a Foundation grant application for 
next winter’s ski-trip which they call “YES 
Camp” for “young evangelists skiing.”
  
In the early afternoon, a young mother 
with two toddlers walks from her apartment 
at Seton House in Casper to the day-care 
center there.  She and her kids found 
temporary housing at Seton House after her 
husband abandoned them. St. Mark’s and St. 
Stephen’s in Casper collaborated to obtain a 
grant that covers a good percentage of Seton 
House’s expenses.  Meanwhile, 110 miles 
down the North Platte River, members of the 
congregation of All Saints’, Wheatland, are 
meeting with Leslie Zimmerschied of 
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St. Christopher’s, Cheyenne, to discuss 
a collaboration which will result in a 
grant to fund the needs 
of suicide survivors in 
their communities - “post-
vention” reduces the risk of 
suicidality in survivors. Over 
the “Lincoln Highway” in 
Laramie, a middle-aged man 
walks down to the undercroft 
of St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
and sits at a lunch table.  
He watches Laramie Soup 
Kitchen Director Ted Cramer 
measure the space for a new 
ADA-compliant ramp, then 
rises to help him hold the 
power-lock.  They turn to 
the kitchen as others fill the 
room.
Later in the day, in Rawlins, Marion Lovato 
greets two middle-aged women looking for 
children’s clothes at the Choir Loft Thrift 
Shop.  They laugh as they slide hangers 
along rod racks and study one pair of shorts 
after another.  There is a smell of new paint; 
funding from St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 
next door.  In Green River Wilma Realing is 
chatting and laughing in the same way with a 
young, single mother shopping at St. John’s 
Thrift Shop.  It’s 5:00.  
 
Evanston is eighty miles to the west, and 
a siding contractor finishes up the exterior 
work on Hunting Hall, once the rectory and 
now a community center maintained by St. 
Paul’s church. The local Girl Scout troop 
will have their meeting there in a couple of 
hours. The community choir will practice 
there as soon as the Girl Scouts leave.  Sixty 
miles northeast, in Kemmerer, a volunteer 
from St. James’ Episcopal Church knocks on 
the door of a small, clapboard house across 

 in the Diocese of Wyoming

town.  There is slow, muffled shuffling inside.  
When the door opens, an elderly woman 
smiles holding her oxygen tube in one hand.  
The Meals on Wheels program not only 
feeds her, but brings her welcome company.  
Halfway up the state to the north, volunteers 
from St. John’s Episcopal Church, Jackson, 
wipe sweat from their brows as they reach 
for sandwiches.  They smile in satisfaction 
at the drywall they have nailed into place at 
this Habitat for Humanity apartment complex 
called “The Grove.”  
Across Togwotee Pass in Dubois, Jeda Higgs, 
the Director of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Dubois helps six middle-school youth carry 
boxes of hamburger and other food items 

into the Snack Shack at the 
rodeo grounds.  They all 
applied and interviewed for 
their positions in the Young 
Entrepreneurs Program and 
are being trained in customer 
service, inventory, and how 
to run a successful business.  
Across the Absarokas, at 
Thomas the Apostle Center 
in Cody, Jay Moody peers 
from the dining room window 
and notices a workshop 
participant slowly pacing 
through the labyrinth at this 
late hour.  He and Connie, 
Directors of the Center, wash 
and dry the last dish from 
the evening meal.  He walks 

across the dining room, says a short prayer 
of thanksgiving for the day, and turns out the 
light.
    by Press Stephens
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YOUTH
CAMP

9th & 10th grade camp 
June 10-June 16
Open to all entering 9th or 
10th grade ($150 per person)

5th & 6th grade camp 
June 17-June 20
Open to all entering 5th or 
6th grade ($100 per person)

Contact the Rev. Portia Corbin at 605-280-4927 • portia@episcopalchurchsd.org
or Genie at 307-265-5200 • genie@wyomingdiocese.org

7th & 8th grade camp
July 8- July 14
Open to all entering 7th or 
8th grade ($150 per person)

11th & 12th grade camp 
July 15-July 21
Open to all entering 11th or 
12th grade ($150 per person)

You may register online at
www.episcopalchurchsd.org/thunderhead-episcopal-center/

All 
camps 
begin at 5:00 pm 
and end at 10:00 am.

Register
before May 

15th if you need
 a ride to camp!

What to bring to camp:

Sleeping bag or bedding, pillow, layers of clothing (it can be warm in the day and cool at 
night) closed-toe shoes, toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, etc.), and a towel.

Thunderhead Episcopal Center
2018 Summer Youth Camps
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Same Moon Same Jesus
Africa Music CD

This music CD was created out of the relationship between the Diocese of Kiteto and the 
Diocese of Wyoming. The hope is that as you listen to the songs, you feel Jesus’ love and 
hear the celebration of the many ways that God is working among us throughout the world.

Songs include:
Stand Up &

Clap Your Hands
Asante Baba

Alleluia

Glory to God
Same Moon Same Jesus

Yesu Ni Wangu
Ni We We

Holy God
Asante Sana Yesu

Good Mornin’
My Lifetime 

To enjoy your own copy of this music CD a $15.00 donation is requested. The 
proceeds go to the ministries of Kiteto, Tanzania.

Please contact the Rev. Rick Veit with questions.
Church: 307-634-7709  *  Cell: 307-421-2815

Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Please write “Tanzania Project” in the memo and mail the check to:

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1908 Central Avenue Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001

*Please include the name and address of where you would like the CD to be shipped.

Bwana Asifiwe!

You asked we listened. 
Over the last few years we have heard our members 
ask for a convention where we have no business, and 
have time for fellowship, worship and fun. Out of that 
we have developed the Wyoming Convocation.

Please join us for the 1st annual Wyoming Convocation 
at Thunderhead Episcopal Camp. The weekend 
will start on Friday night with dinner and a movie. 
Saturday, the youth among the group will spend 
several hours with Bishop Smylie having a youth 
dream day. Adults will have activities of their own.

The above are the only structured parts of the weekend. 
The rest of the time will be for family and friends. 
This event is for all Episcopalians in Wyoming. We do 
ask if youth are coming that they are accompanied by 
at least one adult, as we will not have counselors or 
staffing for youth.

SAVE THE DATE 
Wyoming Convocation and 

YOUTH Dream Day
“Journey to Emmaus”

This will be a weekend to recognize, affirm 
and embrace your journey with the Lord.

August 17th-19th, 2018
Thunderhead Episcopal Camp

Join us for a weekend retreat at Thunderhead 
Episcopal Camp with time for fellowship, 

worship and fun! This weekend is designed with 
activities for ALL ages!
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Collars on the Corner.  Pub Theology.  More than a 
Soup Kitchen.  Mini-Mass. Street Church.  Campus 
Café.  Sewing Scripture.  What do these names 
have in common?  They are all examples of Fresh 
Expressions of Church. 
 
What is a Fresh Expression of Church?  Very 
simply, it is “putting the church Jesus loves closer 
to where the people Jesus loves actually are.”  It’s 
about kicking the doors of our churches open and 
going out among the people in our communities 
– creating church where people are.  And it is 
a focus of the Diocese of Wyoming – to create 
Fresh Expressions of Church around the diocese 
in deaneries and towns and 
cities and rural areas.  

It is such an important priority 
of the Diocese today that the 
Foundation of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Wyoming, at Bishop 
John Smylie’s request, has 
committed funds to staff and 
facilitate implementation of 
Fresh Expressions of Church 
throughout the diocese.  The 
Reverend Bobbe Fitzhugh is 
the new Missioner of Fresh 
Expressions of Church and will 
be reaching out to all churches 
to help identify opportunities for development of 
new forms of church for our changing culture. 
Reverend Fitzhugh will also help recruit and train 
Pioneers (those lay or ordained people with the 
vision and gifts to form and lead Fresh Expressions 
of Church).

Church on Sunday doesn’t work so well for people 
who don’t do church.  And more and more people 
don’t do church.  It is estimated that 50% to 60% 
of the people around us are not going to come to 
our churches no matter how well we do things.  As 
Travis Collins says in his book From the Steeple 

to The Street, “here is the sobering news:  you 
can start an innovative new worship service, hire 
a pied-piper-like youth minister, and redecorate 
the children’s wing…and most still aren’t going to 
come.”   And that number is growing.  And yet….

Many of our neighbors are hungry for the Holy 
Spirit yet disenchanted with church.   “Where is 
there room for God in your community?” was one 
of the questions posed by Father Benjamin Thomas 
at the “Story of the Diakonia” workshop on March 
3rd at the Diocesan Office.    “In the little places 
in between,” quickly replied the Reverend Temple 
Heatherly.  

In the little places in between.  
That’s where ministry and 
growth can happen.  That’s 
where the opportunities to 
dream and vision and create 
new forms of church alongside 
our existing church models 
exist.

Many existing churches 
operate with a “you come to 
us” mindset. “Would you like 
to join us this Sunday?” is 
an invitation to come to our 
church, with our liturgy, at a 

time that fits us, in a style that we have developed. 

Fresh expressions have a “we’ll come to you” 
mindset instead. They start not with an invitation, 
but with an offer - “We will come to you, serve you 
and stay with you. Our main goal is not to have you 
come through the doors of our church building. 
Our aim is not to provide a stepping stone into 
existing church, but to plant new forms of church.” 

Beginning in 2004 as an initiative of the Church 
of England and the British Methodist Church, the 
movement has resulted in the birth of thousands 

Bui lding Church 
in the Li t t le P lace s in Be t ween
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of new communities in the UK alone and brought 
renewal to scores of established churches. The 
movement has spread to Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, South Africa and Germany. In 2010, the 
movement began taking shape in the US through the 
vision of the Baptist General Association of Virginia 
and a growing number of partners committed 
to uniting around the mission of God the Father 
through the resurrected Son in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  It is truly an ecumenical movement. 

Each fresh expression of church is unique and 
designed for their particular context. Some are 
aimed at specific groups, ranging from “Messy 
Church” for families with children to young adult 
communities. There are campus communities, 
homeless communities, artist communities, 
bicycling communities, bowling-alley or bar 
communities. Each is an adventure in bringing 
the power of the Gospel to people who might 
never experience Christian community and the 
transformational and self-giving love of Jesus.

There are four guiding principles that tie fresh 
expressions together. Each one is:
• Missional – serving those outside the church
• Contextual – listening to people and entering 

their context
• Formational – Focused on discipling people in 

the way of Jesus
• Ecclesial – they are not bridges to an existing 

church, but an expression of church for others 
in the midst of their lives

As an example, Collars on the Corner is a ministry 
of presence and prayer in Milwaukee. They listen, 
develop relationships, make friends, hug, and shake 

hands.  A visible sign and a human expression 
of God’s presence in the community – on street 
corners and at other public locations.
Or – Flash Compline, where several Cincinnati 
area parishes help host “flash compline” during the 
seasons of Advent and Lent. 

Fresh expressions are not better than the existing 
church. They complement it and come to birth 
alongside it. Both types of church can affirm and 
support each other.
Quoting from Travis Collins again, “Jesus’ last 
words to his disciples were to make disciples of all 
nations (Matthew 28.19). He discipled a group of 
followers so that they could make other disciples, 
and his intention was that this process should 
be repeated through the centuries.  In Luke 10, 
Jesus sends his disciples in teams of two with the 
purpose of planting themselves among new friends 
and developing relationships, finding persons of 
peace, performing signs and wonders in His name, 
and, sometimes, failing and moving on to the next 
opportunity.”  

That’s what our challenge is today in the Diocese 
of Wyoming - So let’s get started planting fresh 
expressions of church!  The adventure begins.

By: The Rev. Bobbe Fitzhugh, 
Missioner for Fresh Expressions of Church

What if we take the beauty of our ancient liturgies 
out to the world?
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This statement, doing ministry together, 
brings to mind an opportunity to walk with 
Jesus. The work of being a vestry member, a 
clergy person, a member of a congregation 
is all an opportunity to walk with Jesus.  We 
create diff erent expectations for the various 
functions that are needed in the Church, 
while at our core we are all disciples. As 
a way to assist churches in understanding 
this ministry together, we have assembled 
a packet for vestries and clergy to use as a 
guide to assist with planning, doing the work, 
and reviewing our lives together. 

This packet includes a short introduction of 
how to select vestry members and what the 
roles are of a vestry. The next section should 
include your church’s approved by-laws, an 
agreement, (if one exists between the vestry 
and clergy of the church), and the canons of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming. 

The fi nal section of the packet is called 
“Doing Ministry Together,” focused on the 
mutual ministry review. “Mutual” meaning 
doing this together in an open and honest 
environment of sharing and exploring. The 
review has 3 major components - planning, 
doing the work, and reviewing. While we 
have some congregations who are already 
doing this ministry as a body, on the whole 
we as a diocese have not been very attentive 
to actually paying attention to this aspect 
of our lives together. The Mutual Ministry 
Review is intended to be an intentional time 
established by the vestries and clergy to 
discuss what is going well, what is challenging 
and what might be a goal or two for the 

future. The goals are established in the 
planning phase.  This is not intended to be 
a comprehensive study of the congregation’s 
ministries, rather, it should be a time to 
mutually establish a goal or two that would 
be reviewed at a time in the future. Once you 
have agreed upon your goals you covenant 
to begin the work or ministry of those goals. 
You can determine when the time would be 
appropriate to review how things are going. 
I would suggest no longer than six months. 
At the agreed upon time you all gather and 
determine how things are working, what 
is challenging, and the hard decision of 
continuing in this goal or goals. The review 
allows for discernment about goals, if 
adjustments need to be made, or perhaps it is 
going so well you continue as you had started. 
The most important aspect about this process 
is the mutual discernment in a consistent and 
open way. 

We have placed a generic electronic packet 
on the Diocesan web site under the Education 
tab. If you have any questions or need some 
assistance please don’t hesitate to contact me 
at 307-265-5200.

The Mutual Ministry Cycle is a way for us 
to continue our ministries as disciples with 
Jesus.

Grace and peace, 
Joel

Doing
Ministry
Together
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We are the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming
We Belong to God!
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Are you as an individual willing to pray for 10 days?  
Are you as a church willing to pray for 10 days?  
Are you as a family willing to pray for 10 days? 

As individuals, churches, and families from the Diocese of Wyoming complete the Pledge2Pray lights 
will be added to Wyoming on the map. 

We are asking you to Pledge2Pray at https://www.thykingdomcome.global/#Pledge2PrayCounter 
Under Resources on that website there are lots of fun and easy, spiritual and meditative ways to pray. 

In 2016 the Archbishops of Canterbury and York invited Christians from across the Church of England 
to model those original disciples by joining in a wave of prayer during the days between Ascension and 
Pentecost – encouraging folks to ask for the Holy Spirit to help them be witnesses to Jesus Christ and 
to pray for others to discover that living faith.  

In 2017, every diocese in the UK took part - 85% of Church of England churches were involved as well 
as the world-wide Anglican Communion and many other denominations and traditions came together 
to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’.

2018 is the third year of this Global Wave of Prayer.  We are invited to join with the disciples who 
were in that room those many years ago; and with Christians throughout the world in prayer from 
Ascension Day to Pentecost, from May 10th-- 20th, 2018.  

Our prayers can be as simple as praying the Lord’s prayer several times a day; or praying the words 

Ascension Day to Pentecost - May 10th-- 20th, 2018

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, is inviting Christians 
around the world to pray as one for people to know Jesus Christ.
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Deacon’sC
o

r
n

e
r

“seek and serve Christ 
in all persons…[while] 

respecting the dignity of 
every human being.”

(BCP, p. 305) 

On the weekend of March 3-4, Fr. Benjamin Thomas from the 
St. Francis Foundation led a symposium geared to empower 
deacons in the Diocese of Wyoming.  

His message was sobering – statistical data regarding the decline 
in church attendance in mainline churches indicates that, if 
the trend continues, we may have only 23 Easters left in the 
life of the church.  Fr. Benjamin also told us that somewhere, 
today, the last Episcopalian is waiting to be baptized.   This is a 
frightening thought, and a defi nite wake-up call for all of us.

So, where is the hope?  Fr. Benjamin feels that deacons historically have led the way, and 
he called on us to continue to do this.  In the New Testament churches, deacons were 
given authority to solve the problems of an emerging multicultural church.  They were an 
“instrument of unity,” acting as apostolic emissaries between congregations.  

Deacons, now more than ever, are called to reclaim the rich spiritual heritage of the church.  
They are called to be a local contact for new ways of gathering people in the name of Christ.  
And they are challenged to be visible leaders of an “Ancient Future Church,” who connect 
people to God, planting seeds that will grow churches.  

Deacons may carry the torch, but this is a challenge 
for all of us to go where we’re not expected, feed the 
world’s hunger, and be fully present wherever we 
worship.  This is how we can all BE Christ in the world.  

“Thy Kingdom Come” as a breath prayer; We can have prayer events in our churches; or go on prayer 
walks through our neighborhoods.  

As we pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ let us consider what God might be calling us to do in our churches, 
our homes and in our own lives.

If 3000 persons came to believe in Jesus by the prayers of those gathered in Jerusalem those many 
years ago, what miracles might we see as we ask the Holy Spirit to help us be witnesses to Jesus Christ 
and to pray for others to discover the living faith that we share. 

LET’S LIGHT UP WYOMING 
ON THIS MAP!

#thykingd� c� e
#pledge2pray

#t� esus
“...  and y�  will be my witnesses …to the ends of the e� th. …Then they ret� ned to J� usalem … and w� e 
c� stantly devoting themselves to pray� …and that day ab� t three th� sand p� s� s w� e added. (Acts 1&2)
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Last May the incredible women and girls in Little Snake River 
Valley and a lone super sewing boy gathered at the Little Snake 
River Education Center for a wonderful cause. “The Little 
Stitchers,” a youth sewing group, including present and past ARK 
(Amazing River Kids) members, organized a sewing day to make 
little dresses. The product of the countless hours and dedication 
was 60 beautiful hand-sewn with love, pillowcase-type dresses for 
young girls in Africa.
 
It was a sight to see as nearly thirty people came together to sew 
the dresses in assembly line fashion. There were 16 steps involved in making just one dress. 
Everyone was given a “station” and went to work. One sewer said, “It was a well-planned 
event - the assembly lines used to make the 60 dresses gave each of us a chance to become 
proficient at our specific job from hemming, ironing seams, adding pleats, pockets and more. 
I thought that we all worked together well. I especially love the little group I worked with. The 
conversation and jokes helped pass the time, especially when the delicious scent of lunch was 
wafting out from the kitchen, but we were still “slaving” away.”

The food for lunch was provided by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and put together by an Ed 
Center staff member 
and her MISS Morning 
girls. The kitchen crew 
cooked up a beautifully 
presented and, extra 
delicious, lunch for all 
the sewers. A senior 
sewer said, “The girls 
who provided the lunch 
did a fantastic job; it was 
delicious!” One of the 
cooks said, “I thought it 
was super fun knowing 
that we were preparing 

Little 
Dresses 
from 
the 
Valley 
to 
Africa
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food for the people making dresses for the girls 
in Africa! I really enjoyed bonding with the 
girls and helping out!” 

A mother and her two girls came to help 
construct the little dresses; it was a wonderful 
activity for moms and their daughters. One 
daughter, a non-sewer, said, “ I thought it 
was awesome! I enjoyed hanging out with the 
ladies there and making the dresses. While 
making them, I was in charge of cutting 
armholes. I think it is so wonderful that we 
can come together to do an activity like this. 
I hope the girls who receive them will love 
to wear them as much as we loved to make 
them!” One sewer remarked, “I really enjoyed 
the sewing day and was happy that even my 
meager sewing skills could be put to use. There 
were so many people who came to help, it was 
a great reminder of how supportive our little 
Valley is.”

One organizer said, “It was a really fun day; 
people from 7 to 80 years old showed up to 
help. One family included great-grandma, 
grandma, mom and son all sewing together. It 
was really great to see our community come 
together for such a wonderful cause. I hope the 
little girls know and feel the love when they 
wear our dresses!” 

The dresses were delivered to Kiteto, Africa 
and shared with the little girls. We recently 
received photographs of little girls in Africa 
in our dresses. What a rewarding sight to see 
their smiling faces and hands tucked into the 
little pockets.

“We would like to thank everyone for coming 
and lending their talent, thank you to St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church for lunch, and to 
the generous Valley community members for 
donating fabric and their time. We couldn’t 
have done it without you!”

You can check out all of these photos and 
more on The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming’s 
website at www.wyomingdiocese.org. 

2018 Easter.indd   15 3/20/18   11:16 AM



15 The Spirit of Wyoming

The YES event was so 
successful because of 
partnerships. From Cheyenne 
to Powell, Little Snake 
River Valley to Jackson, 
Cody to Douglas, Casper to 
Torrington, with Catherine, 
the participants, our Spiritual 
Directors, the chaperones and 
each other. It is truly amazing 
what is possible when we 
share our gifts with each 
other.
–The Rev. Canon Joel Dingman

Having the kids say the 
Baptismal Prayer from the 
1979 Book of Common Prayer 
over the adults who had been 
baptized prior to 1979 gave 
me goose bumps. It was cool.
–The Rev. Temple Heatherly

As we were riding home on 
the bus from Jackson and the 
Youth Ski Weekend I posted 
that we had seen elk, moose, 
bighorn sheep, and the deer 
and antelope playing on the 

prairie. A friend back home 
then replied, “Did you see 
God?” My response was 
“Always.” For God was seen 
all weekend in the glorious 
snow covered mountains, 
the exhilarating skiing and 
snowboarding, the hanging 
out and building friendships, 
and the services we attended. 
When we come together as 
the Body of Christ, God is 
present always.
–The Rev. Tom Ketner

YOUNG EVANGELISTS SKIING
We would like to thank St. John’s, Jackson for hosting this year’s YES (Young Evangelists 
Skiing) event. It is wonderful to see youth creating faith, community, and fellowship while 
playing together on the slopes.
–The Rt. Rev. John Smylie
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   4th Annual Treasurer’s Workshop
   The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming

We will cover the new audit 
procedures, fi ling of the 

parochial reports, assessments, 
IRS requirements for churches 

and bookkeeping practices.
 

The workshop will provide time 
for questions and answers and 
fellowship.  This is also a time 
to meet other treasurers from 
around the Diocese and learn 

from each other. 

   May 19 & 20, 2018
9am to 2pm

   The Diocesan Offi ce
   123 South Durbin St. Casper, Wyoming

The Diocese will cover the cost of meals and a hotel 
for Friday and Saturday night. 

This workshop will cover everything a treasurer needs to know. 

Please RSVP Jessica by email at 
jessica@wyomingdiocese.org

   4th Annual Treasurer’s Workshop
   The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming

   May 19 & 20, 2018
9am to 2pm

The Diocese will cover the cost of meals and a hotel 
for Friday and Saturday night. 

Please RSVP Jessica by email at 
jessica@wyomingdiocese.org

The Rev. Bobbe Fitzhugh, Missioner for Fresh 
Expressions of Church, started her staff position on March 1, 2018 and 
is performing double duties as the Communications Coordinator for 
the Diocese.  The Rev. Fitzhugh will lead the process of implementing 
recommendations coming from the Diocesan Communication Survey 
that was completed last fall.   Development of a Communication and 
Marketing Strategy will frame the message delivery and information 
sharing process.

Coming soon will be new content and fresh looks for the website, Facebook page 
and eSpirit.  Please Like us on Facebook and go to www.diowy.org to check out the website 
as it evolves.  Don’t forget to sign-up for the eSpirit, the weekly email version of news and 
events at the Diocese of Wyoming.
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STEPHANIE
While our entire Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land was both 
extremely eye-opening and 
life-changing, one experience 
was particularly so. We 
visited St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Nablus, located in modern 
day Samaria in the West Bank. 
It was such a privilege to be 
invited in to see how the only 
Christian, non-profit hospital 
in the region operates. As a 
nurse, walking into a hospital 
always feels comfortable for 
me and this hospital was no 
different. Race, skin color, 
age, religion, gender, sexual 
orientation do not keep you 
from getting care or being 
treated differently in a hospital 
in the USA nor at this one. St. 
Luke’s does not refuse care to 
anyone, even based on their 
ability to pay. One teenager 
has been there being treated 
in a comatose state for about 
a decade, his parents have no 
money and are still holding 
out hope that he will somehow 
recover. It warms my heart 
so much to know that people 
are still getting inclusive care 
even in a “rough” location in 
the world such as this one. 
I have only been a nurse for 
about 4.5 years, but it was 
obvious that much, if not 
all, of their equipment was 
outdated. Our wonderful 
hospital guide shared that 
they are always in desperate 
need for new equipment; one 
of their autoclaves is 25 years 
old, often breaking down and 
postponing surgeries until it 
can be fixed or they can bring 
in sterile supplies from another 
location. The other is 15 years 
old and in much of the same 
condition. Despite this, I was 
very impressed with how 
they still managed to follow 

the same protocols- sterility, 
privacy, and performing the 
same life-giving, research-
supported care as any state 
of the art hospital anywhere 
in the USA would. They 
somehow still managed to run 
and provide care to all those 
who need it. God provides for 
them and they get by. To this, 
they gave much credit to USA-
based organizations for their 
donations, including United 
Thank Offering (UTO). Imagine 
if money were no object for 
them and more people in 
that region were able to see 
the love of Christ through 
this hospital? We can be the 
ones through which God can 
provide and make this corner 
of the world a little healthier 
and make Christ more visible.   

BONNIE
Nablus-a closed Palestinian 
city on the West Bank of 
Israel. As our tour bus 
entered the checkpoint, I 
remember thinking, “What is 
a closed city?”  The answer 
is very complex but the 
simple understanding for the 
purposes of understanding 
the difficulties of St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Nablus is that ‘little 
goes out and little comes in”. 
The streets are ancient and 
piled high with garbage. The 

streets are lined with young 
and old men. Employment is 
low. Opportunities are few. But 
people smile and wave as we 
go by.
We pull up to a parking spot 
and walk up the hill to the 
hospital. A security guard 
sits by the entry door. He 
smiles and waves us in. I 
have been a registered nurse 
since 1974 and interestingly 
enough, graduated from St. 
Luke’s Hospital. But that 
St. Luke’s was located in 
Duluth, Minnesota. However, 
entering St. Luke’s of Nablus 
was like a step back in time 
and memory. The beds, the 
rooms, the equipment were 
not unlike those where I 
first became educated in my 
lifelong occupation. I doubt we 
could find such a hospital in 
existence in the United States 
today. The professional and 
knowledgeable tour director 
explained to us that even 
though the hospital is known 
for its advanced reputation in 
neurosurgery; the autoclave 
they use to sterilize equipment 
is “broken and everything 
must be sent out to another 
hospital in Nablus.” Many 
supplies are limited and reach 
the hospital only through 
donors from outside of Israel. 
A private room is unheard 
of. The ICU has a long term 
patient who has been there 
since a child. Nursing home 
placement is not an option. 
That too, is unavailable.  
Everything we saw was aged, 
scuffed and chipped. My heart 
ached at each step I took. But 
the staff was attentive and 
skilled, providing care to all 
who entered St. Luke’s doors.  
They are Christ’s presence in 
Nablus. They need our help to 
better do their job. 

VISIT TO NABLUS
As part of the diocesan led pilgrimage to Israel last December, Bonnie and Stephanie were two 
of the pilgrims. They also happen to be nurses.  Although at opposites ends of their practice; 
they were both moved by their visit to Nablus and St. Luke’s Hospital, seeing God’s presence at 
work in a challenging environment.

DON’T FORGET UTO
The Foundation of the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming (FEDW), will match any congregational 
contributions made to United Thank Offering this year up to a total of $25,000.  Churches are 
encouraged to designate this year’s Good Friday offerings (and any 2018 UTO contributions), for 
St. Luke’s Hospital in Nablus.   
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DON’T FORGET UTO
The Foundation of the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming (FEDW), will match any congregational 
contributions made to United Thank Offering this year up to a total of $25,000.  Churches are 
encouraged to designate this year’s Good Friday offerings (and any 2018 UTO contributions), for 
St. Luke’s Hospital in Nablus.   

Write your check to UTO and send it to Jessica at the Diocesan Office 
with a designation to Nablus Hospital – the FEDW will match that amount.

United Thank Offering
Sharing Blessings with Thanksgiving and Love

KEVIN HINES ROCKS IT IN THE SPRINGS
Kevin Hines, one of only 34 people to survive a suicidal jump off the Golden Gate Bridge, packed the 
Broadway Theater in Rock Springs the evening of January 30.  Hines was only nineteen, paranoid and 
hallucinating, when he flung himself off the bridge on September 24, 2000.  His miraculous survival, 
complete with almost no physical aftermath, led Hines to determine his mission in life: travel the world 
sharing not only his story, but also his daily struggles to remain mentally healthy.  His message to 
diverse audiences around the globe is constant: “It is ok to not be ok; it is not ok to not ask for help.”  
He also reminds us all, “Today is not tomorrow, but we must be here tomorrow!”

 Holy Communion Church in Rock Springs and Oregon Trail Memorial Church in Eden pooled 
the monies awarded them from the grants offered to each parish from the Foundation’s one-time 
allocation of $100,000 for local suicide prevention and awareness activities.  Together with support 
from the Diocese, it was possible for Kevin to share his experiences with hundreds of Sweetwater 
County residents, who live in a county consistently ranked in the top ten percent in the nation for 
completed suicides.

 Hines spoke of the importance of every individual in addressing the tragedy of suicide, 
referencing his thoughts while pacing the Golden Gate for 45 minutes, sobbing uncontrollably, prior to 
his near fatal jump: “I told myself, ‘if just one person asks me if I’m ok, I won’t have to jump.’”  Not 
one person did.  

 Hines began his public speaking career when he was literally pushed to speak to a church 
group.  He shared that, swimming desperately to survive in the frigid waters, he knew he was losing 
the battle “and no one will ever know I wanted to 
live.”  He was saved by a sea lion, who kept him 
afloat by swimming beneath him until rescuers 
could reach him.  “I don’t know what you call 
that,” said Kevin, “but I call it a miracle.”

 Rev. Bernadine Craft, Chair of the Episcopal 
Suicide Prevention Connection, announced that 
plans are underway for communities throughout 
the Diocese to have the opportunity to host 
screenings of Kevin’s upcoming film, Suicide: 
The Ripple Effect, beginning this summer.  More 
information will be announced as it becomes 
available.  
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The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming
123 S. Durbin St.
Casper, WY  82601

If you no longer want to receive this magazine call the Diocesan Office 
at 307.265.5200 or email info@wyomingdiocese.org with your name and address.

Bishop Smylie’s Upcoming Visitations
St. Mark’s, Cheyenne, April 28-29

Christ Church, Cody, May 5-6
Christ Church, Glenrock, May 16

St. Stephen’s, Casper, June 9-10
St. Andrew’s in the Pines, Pinedale, June 16-17

St. Paul’s, Evanston, June 23-24
Holy Communion, Rock Springs & Oregon Trail 

Memorial, Eden June 30-July 1
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