
There is a passage in the 27th Chapter of 
Matthew’s gospel where religious lead-
ers, political leaders come together once 

again after Jesus has been crucified and ex-
ecuted, after he had been buried in the tomb. 
Once again they come together to seal the 
tomb, to make sure not even a rumor of his 
resurrection will happen. 

It is easy to overlook, and sometimes con-
venient to forget, that Jesus was executed, 
Jesus was crucified by an unholy alliance of 
religion, politics, and economic self-interest:

— Politics, represented in Pontius Pilate, 
governor of the Roman Empire, representa-
tive of that very empire and all of its power.

— King Herod, who heard Jesus at one of 
the trials, representative of the Herodian and 
economic self-interest at the time.

— The chief priest, representative of reli-
gious aristocracies who had a vested interest 
in the status quo.

These three powers came together — eco-
nomic, religious and political — to crucify the 
one who taught love the Lord your God, love 
your neighbor, and actually live that way.

The truth is the message of Jesus was un-
settling to the world then as it is unsettling 
to the world now. And yet that very message 
is the only source of hope in life for the way 
of the cross, the way of unselfish living, the 
way of sacrificial living, seeking the good, the 
welfare of the other before one’s own unen-
lightened self-interest. That way of the cross 
is the way of love. That is the nature of love. 
And that way is the only hope for the entire 
human family.

The reality is the way of Jesus was a threat 
to the way that the world is, and hope for the 
way the world can and will be.

But on that third day after the crucifixion, 
when by the titanic power of God, by the pow-
er of the love of God, Jesus was raised from 
the dead. God sent a message and declared 
that death does not have the last word. Hatred 
does not have the last word. Violence does not 
have the last word. Bigotry does not have the 
last word. Sin, evil do not have the last word. 
The last word is God, and God is love.

My brothers and sisters, evil could not 
stop him. Death could not stop him. Violence 

could not stop him. For the love of God, the 
heart of God, the reality of God is stronger 
than anything else. And Jesus really rose from 
the dead on that first resurrection morning.

God love you. God bless you. And may this 
Easter season be the first day of the rest of 
our lives.

Amen.

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry

Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church ?

Longer video and text versions of this mes-
sage were published by Episcopal News Ser-
vice at bit.ly/2uqUkHH.
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The last word is God, and God is love
An Easter message from Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry

Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry
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March For Our Lives 
Hundreds of Episcopalians of the Diocese of Los 
Angeles took part in the March 24 “March For 
Our Lives” to advocate for stricter gun laws in 
the wake of a recent school shooting in Park-
land, Florida. Among the many church members 
involved were: (top and above right) marchers 
who gathered and raised an Episcopal flag in 
Los Angeles; above left, a group from St. Mark’s 
Church, Upland; at left, students and faculty at 
Bloy House in Claremont who held a service of 
remembrance and action. In addition, a group of 
young people from All Saints, Pasadena, joined 
the march in Washington, D.C.
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— WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4 —

7 p.m. Interfaith Event: Martin Luther King Jr.  
— Building Beloved Community 
The Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 
135 N Grand Avenue, Los Angeles 90012 
Information: www.lacrl.org 

7:30 p.m. Gala Concert: 
The Choir of Canterbury Cathedral 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— SATURDAY, APRIL 7 —
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Abundant Table ‘Open Farm’ 
McGrath Family Farm 
1012 West Ventura Boulevard, Camarillo 
Information: lisa.devine@yahoo.com 

7 p.m. Orange County Women’s Chorus: 
Haydn’s Creation 
St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church 
18631 Chapel Lane, Huntington Beach 
Information: www.ocwomenschorus.org

— SUNDAY, APRIL 8 —
4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Recital 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— SUNDAY, APRIL 15 —
4 p.m.  Easter 3: Choral Evensong  
The Church of Our Saviour  
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel  
Information: www.churchofoursaviour.org

5 p.m. Choral Evensong; All Saints’ Choristers 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

For more listings and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendar” > 
“Arts/Liturgy/Music” or “Events.”

Resurrection mysteries

Melissa McCarthy

By Melissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary

Alleluia. Christ is risen. The Lord is risen, 
indeed. Alleluia.
— The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

 

These words will be proclaimed all over 
the world today in Easter liturgies. We 
will hear these words in our churches 

for the next 50 days. The proclamation of the 
resurrection is central to our faith, our hope, 
and our joy as Christians. In it we are pro-
claiming the triumph of God over the power 
of evil and death as well as the hope we have 
for lives lived in the eternal and perfect love of 
God. Through these words and all that they 
mean to us, through the sacraments of Holy 
Baptism and Holy Eucharist, and through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit in and among us, 
we are knit together with all of Christ’s body 
throughout the world and through all ages. 
It’s mind-bending to contemplate. It is a mys-
tery so big, a faith so profound, that none of 
us can ever really comprehend the fullness of 
what it means.

Let’s take this great and profound mystery 
and ground it in our real experience. What 
does the resurrection mean for you? There 

is always the hope 
of heaven, a pro-
found mystery of 
its own; but what 
does the resurrec-
tion mean for you, 
today? What does 
the resurrection mean for the families whose 
children were killed in Parkland, Florida? 
What does the resurrection mean for the 
65.6 million around the world forced from 
their homes and the 22.5 million refugees 
across the globe who are running for their 
lives? What does the resurrection mean for 
someone whose has recently lost a loved one? 
What does the resurrection mean for those 
outside our church walls on Easter morning 
whose hearts hunger for good news, hope, 
and joy?

This question — what does the resurrec-
tion mean for you? — is a question with no 
one answer. Rather, it’s a question that invites 
us deeper into the mystery of our faith and 
deeper into relationship with God. Take some 
time these great 50 days of Easter to pray 
with this question and see how God comes to 
live anew in you. ?

St. James’ Church, South Pasadena, will 
host a Safeguarding God’s Children 
and  Safeguarding God’s People Work-

shop on Saturday, April 28, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The Rev. Rachel Nyback, Ph.D., will facili-
tate the training. 

Safe Church is a misconduct prevention 
program. All employees of the diocese and 
its congregations, as well as volunteers such 
as Sunday school teachers and aides, youth 
ministers, lay Eucharistic ministers and oth-

ers must have a certificate of such training on 
file with the diocese, to be renewed every five 
years. (For information on who must take the 
training, contact Anilin Collado, human re-
sources director, at humanresources@ladiocese.
org or 213.482.2040, ext. 250.) 

Cost is $10 to cover the cost of materials. 
To register, contact Parish Administrator 

Judy Felton at office@sjcsp.org. St. James’ 
Church is located at 1325 Monterey Road, 
South Pasadena (626.354.4721). ?

St. James’ Church, South Pasadena,  to offer 
misconduct prevention training on April 28


