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You may remember a few years ago we did a survey around convention and tried to understand 
better how you would like this event to go. One of the things that came out of that was that we 
would move the bishop's address from on Friday morning to the dinner hour. So we're gonna try 
that, we'll see how it goes. I guess if you all fall asleep from eating too much and it's late in the 
evening then I'll know what that was all about, but we'll give that a try.  
 
I do wanna just bring you kind of up to date.  You may remember last year when I did my 
address I started off by saying if the address is really bad I'm gonna blame it on the drugs I was 
on from my hip surgery. And if it was really good I was gonna blame it on the drugs I was on for 
my hip surgery. So just to kind of bring you up to date, the hip surgery didn't work, and so we're 
gonna do a revision on December the 18th. That has nothing to do with the doctor, he was 
fantastic, the patient was not so good. And going back to work ten days after the surgery didn't 
help in my prosthesis, that's the thing they stick in you. It shifted and fell in the femur and I 
fractured my femur. So we're gonna do it again. My staff has threatened me with bodily injury if 
I come back to work too soon this time, so from about December 18th til probably at least the 
end of January or first part of February I'll be working from home. But I would appreciate your 
continued prayers, especially for Debbie. 
 
I don't know if it meant anything but American Airlines called earlier to confirm her reservations 
for December the 17th. Something about Hawaii or something like that, I'm not sure. 
 
I think this is probably the third time in the last ten years that I've had to follow Michael Curry 
after he has preached. Some of you may have been there, I did one for the ECW a few years back 
and there was one prior to that, and you can all decide whether or not I channeled my best 
Michael Curry or not. But I'll try to follow the class act and see where we end up with and so 
forth. 
 
So this is my tenth year with you all.  
 



I know you all know that I'm a pretty stoic guy and don't show emotion, so I say that because I 
don't know, there it is again. I've been trying to think about what I wanted to say to you and 
reflecting on that the last few weeks. The words thank you don't seem to even begin to fit.  
 
You have blessed me in ways I had never imagined. You have allowed me to grow, to be 
transformed. You have let me be in vulnerable places that I was very uncomfortable in and you 
have been present with me in very gracious and caring ways and nurtured me.  
 
You have taught me how to care and to love and to let down walls that I built up for so long, and 
to grow into an entirely different person, hopefully for the good. You have encouraged me to 
speak out in truth, to speak out when we see and know injustice. To be your voice not only in 
Oklahoma but throughout the world. Our presiding bishop talks about one of his roles is really as 
ambassador to the world for the Episcopal Church, and I feel like I've been your ambassador for 
Oklahoma throughout the world. Some of you have enjoyed or at least made fun with taking the 
bobble head with you when you go on vacation and travel places. Thank you for your pictures, 
some of them we cannot post. But the bobble head has traveled to virtually everywhere we can 
think of: Australia, New Zealand, China, Japan, Diego Garcia, that was my son. But South 
America, Africa, all over the US, Asia. Just all over the place.  
 
As you have taken that to various places of the world, in many ways I feel like I've been part of 
being with you in those trips, you need to know that you have gone with me everywhere that I've 
gone. I have taken your spirit, I have taken your love for others, I have taken your 
encouragement, I have taken your faithfulness, to South America, to Uruguay, our companion 
relationship, to Brazil, to Paraguay, to Ecuador, to Africa, Nairobi, Kenya, to Accra, Ghana, 
Bolgatanga, Tamale, to Asia, and to all parts of Europe.  
 
It has been an honor to be your ambassador to the world, and to share about you to others. To tell 
them about your faithfulness, to tell them about your zest and your zeal for Jesus, and for sharing 
his love to others and the world, and the care that you have beyond yourselves. You have 
touched so many lives in so many different ways. Some of them you may not know in such ways 
because it's been kinda behind the scenes, but our diocese has built housing for college students 
in Salto, Uruguay. We have given money to continue a food kitchen in Montevideo, Uruguay, so 
that the homeless and the less fortunate can be fed on a regular basis. We have contributed to the 
building of a church in Nairobi, Kenya, Saint Margaret's Parish. I just got an email a couple of 
days ago from Charles Kuwagi, to let me know that they've just finished their building and they'll 
be having their first services next Sunday.  
 
In a couple of weeks I will be in Bolgatanga, Ghana. And on your behalf will be dedicating Saint 
James Parish, a church that was begun a little over three years ago with a grant from ECW. They 
built the frame of a church, a cinder block frame. And because of your generosity, the generosity 
of our diocese and council, that church has now been completed. It'll seat about 750 people. And 
on December 2nd we will dedicate that parish congregation and that following Sunday I'm going 
to join Bishop Jacob Ayeebo as we ordain 50 new priests in Africa.  
 
You have truly been throughout the world, and there are people everywhere who now know that 
Oklahoma is the brains of Texas. And we look like this. And that's not OSU, that's Oklahoma.  



 
So thank you. Thank you for supporting me. Thank you for supporting Debbie and I and 
allowing us to be part of your lives. We have been touched in incredible ways to travel this 
diocese and every week to have the opportunity to visit with congregations and to lay hands on 
people and confirm them and to hear their life stories. It's truly amazing when people let you into 
places of their lives you never thought possible, and to hear their struggles, to hear the challenges 
that they face, the obstacles, the mistakes that they've made but that they've found their new life. 
They're being reborn as disciples of Jesus. And knowing that they are loved and cared for and are 
being nurtured by a church in Oklahoma that doesn't judge them for who they are or what they 
look like or what they've been through. But truly that they're just strictly children of God, and 
that they have found a home in our parishes and our congregations. 
 
Our presiding bishop has talked to us about the Jesus movement, about the Episcopal branch of 
the Jesus movement. But how we can be witnesses and testify and acknowledge and stand up for 
who we believe we should be in a world of hurt and a broken world, a world that is in many 
ways falling apart around us. I've been kinda watching the news, there's not been a single day 
this week where we haven't had some act of violence. I mean it happens regularly every day but 
the ones that get reported on the news are national events. Every single day this week there's 
been something, whether it's been in Colorado or in New York City or other places. Somebody 
has acted out in some violent way against others.  
 
And I think what our PB is trying to tell us and what he's sharing with us is that that's not the 
world that God intended for us. But if it's gonna change it's up to us. He's talked to us about a 
global movement, and he goes around the world and talks about this to others. I can tell you 
there's nobody who's more profound right now than our presiding bishop.  
 
I was fortunate to be the co-chair of the nominating committee, I can tell you from the very first 
day that I accepted that role, I knew who our next presiding bishop was going to be. Without 
question. And this man is going to lead us where we need to go, and he's gonna take us to places 
that we've never been, and that's scary. But at this time and place in our world and our history we 
need a prophetic voice, one that can speak truth and one that can speak it honestly, the world will 
listen. And Michael you are that voice. We thank you. I love you. 
 
So what does that look like in Oklahoma? How do we do our part to be part of the Jesus 
movement? Some of you, many of you will probably recognize what I'm about to say because it's 
what I preach every week. Some of you could probably get up here and say it how Debbie can, 
you wanna preach it? I don't think it's a secret. I don't think there's any magic program out there. 
I don't think there's any hidden thing. I don't think there's anything difficult about what we have 
to do to change the world. I think the hardest thing for us to do is to accept it, take responsibility 
of it and act on it. But it's something that I think, and some people may think this is just 
superficial and it's not very deep theologically or anything else, but I don't think Jesus intended 
for it to be something that we have to have some philosophical degree to figure out. He gave it to 
us, it was very simple. It's in our baptismal covenant about living as his example in the world to 
others.  
 



We have to ask ourselves I think sometimes, why is it that there are people in the world who 
come to a place and time in their lives where they think that their last final act of desperation 
needs to be acting out violently against someone else? How did they get there? Certainly, it is a 
conversation that we have on a regular basis. Every time something happens, whether it's in 
Charlottesville or it's in New York or it's in other parts. Immediately we have all of the 
commentary, the pundits on TV who want to sit down and dissect the person's life and we hear 
all these stories about how they were a loner, they were bullied, or they played video games. 
Whatever it is that they want. Suddenly everybody becomes a psychologist. And they all seem to 
have the answers.  
 
And they talk about, "Why didn't we see what was happening? Why didn't we stop this person? 
Why didn't somebody step in and do something that would have maybe moved them in a 
different direction?" I think that's a legitimate question. And I think that's one of the places 
where we have failed in the world of society, because it's a whole lot easier to step aside and to 
walk away and to turn our backs and to push someone out and say, "That person is different than 
us." Or, "They're not acting the way we act." Or, "They're weird." Or whatever it is we want to 
say about them, instead of maybe trying to engage them and reaching out to them and showing 
them the love of Jesus. 
 
It's easier to walk away than it is to get engaged. It's easier to think somebody else will deal with 
it, instead of us having to deal with it. It's easier for us to just kind of retreat into our own little 
worlds and live our own lives in our own way and not worry about other people. But that's not 
the world Jesus calls to. You can't separate the gospel message from living a gospel life. You 
can't talk about the gospel, you can't talk about Jesus, you can't expand upon his love if you're 
not gonna actually live that in your lives every day. And I think if we're gonna change the world, 
if we're gonna change the trajectory where we're headed in this society, that it starts first with 
each and every one of us. Has to start right here personally.  
 
We renewed our baptismal covenant as part of our worship this evening, that wasn't happen 
chance, there actually was a plan behind that. Because that baptismal covenant is our map, it's 
our guide, it's the thing that tells us what we're supposed to be doing. The first thing it says to us 
is that we're to continue the apostles teaching and fellowship and breaking of bread and the 
prayers. It tells us from the very beginning that we're to live in community with one another. Yes 
we all have an individual personal spiritual journey. It's important. We need that. But we have to 
live together. We're called to be in fellowship. We're called to come together and to nurture one 
another and to encourage one another and to reach out our hands to one another and raise people 
up when they're down or to walk alongside them when they're challenged in their lives, or to give 
them some sense of hope when they're faced with things, whether it's their own fault or not. That 
they'll be seen through it, and they're not alone by themselves.  
 
One of my biggest fears is I think in our world and society is we've lost the desire to be in 
community. The message we hear mostly every single day is about who's in and who's out, who 
has the truth and who doesn't, who's worthy, who's not. Whether or not we should push people 
out and kick them out of this country when it's the only place they've lived their entire lives, 
because of some legality. Or whether we should build a perimeter around our own little worlds to 
keep people from getting in. This is not about political preferences. It's not about republican or 



democrat or conservative or liberal. This is about humanity. This is about recognizing that every 
single person is a child of God. And we need to come together as a community.  
 
That doesn't mean that we're all gonna get together and hug each other and sing kumbaya all day. 
We hold each other accountable, but we do it in community. We reach out to one another and we 
help each other. And then we call each other on the carpet when we make mistakes. But at the 
end of the day we all come to the foot of the same cross. And we seek our repentance and 
forgiveness in our Lord Jesus. Tells us we're supposed to live as the example of Jesus in the 
world, I mean that's the very first thing. We're in community and fellowship with one another 
and that we're supposed to go out into the world, and people should know that we're disciples of 
Jesus.  
 
There's that wonderful song, will they know we are Christians by our love. Will they? I mean 
you can change that last word, will they know we are Christians by the way we live in 
community? Will they know we are Christians by the way we do our jobs? Will they know that 
we're Christians in the way that we reach out to others who are less fortunate? Will they know 
that we are Christians by the smile on our face? Will they know that we are Christians by the 
love that we share? I mean we can go on and we can go on and we can go on. How many of us 
can truly say we go out into the world and somebody will look at us and say, "There's a disciple 
of Jesus."  
 
Some of us get away with wearing this (indicates clergy collar). And people make an 
assumption. Doesn't necessarily mean it's true. 
 
It tells us that when we go out in the world and we make mistakes, guess what, we're supposed to 
come back, repent. Come back to the Lord, pray for forgiveness. And we're truly repentant, we 
are. But then Jesus says, "Now go back out there and do it again. Not the mistake. But go back 
out there into the world and be part of what's going on. Get back out there and make a 
difference." Tells us we're supposed to love our neighbor as ourselves. Now I know that our 
presiding bishop had a grandmother that, as he's described sometimes, would whack him upside 
the head to get his attention. I had a grandmother that used a two by four. But loving your 
neighbor as yourself, that was everything. 
 
But how many of us really truly do it, or even understand what it means? When I was in Israel a 
couple of years ago when I had a group of high school kids with me, and the question came up. I 
was with a group of them and they said, "What does that mean? Does that mean like we hug each 
other, sing kumbaya and everybody feels good about stuff?" And the best thing I could come up 
with on that spur of the moment, I said, "I want you to imagine it’s Friday night or Saturday 
afternoon because this is a college state. And it's the big football game. Your last prayer before 
you go on the field to play is that you hope your opponent wins. If you truly love your neighbor 
as you wanna be loved, if you truly want your neighbor to succeed as you succeed, as you truly 
want your neighbor to live with the fullness of what God intends for them as you are, wouldn't 
you want them to win?"  
 
Doesn't mean we throw the game, doesn't mean we drop the ball in the end zone or miss the 
tackle or anything else. But at the end of the day in our disappointment, we can celebrate that the 



other team played just a little bit better. They used God's gifts just a little bit better than we did. 
And instead of being angry or judgmental or blaming it on the refs or whatever it is we wanna 
do. We celebrate it.  
 
What would the world be like if we just began celebrating each other? Instead of living in our 
neighborhoods and going, "Oh I guess they got a new car. I didn't know they needed a swimming 
pool. A trip to Europe, well la-de-da." What if we just said, "You know what, God bless them." 
They're celebrating the success they've had, they're celebrating the gifts they've received, they're 
living into the potential that God intended for them. 
 
And then there’s bedlam. How many OU fans out here will pray that OSU wins? How many 
OSU fans will pray that OU wins? It aint easy is it? It's not supposed to be easy. Because if it 
was easy we wouldn't do it with intentionality. If it was easy, we wouldn't be passionate about it. 
If it was easy we would just go through the motions and not really mean what we say or do.  
 
There's a great line in the movie American President, and Kirk Douglas who's the president, this 
is after his girlfriend gets fired because he's single and everything. Some of you ... How many 
have seen the movie? It's a great movie. And he's doing his impromptu speech in the press room 
and he says, "American democracy is hard. You gotta want it. You gotta want it so bad that 
you're willing to stand by and know that somebody who's doing something that makes your 
blood boil, it's their right and you respect them for it." To stand there and to know that someone 
acting out in protest to injustice and burning the American flag is something that we need to 
honor. 
 
Now the bishop of Oklahoma did not say burning the American flag is something to be honored. 
The point I'm trying to make is that if we truly truly truly want to be part of a kingdom of God, 
there can be no judgment. There can be no separation. There can be no divisions. There can be 
no determinations of who's good and who's bad and who's worthy and who's not. Who has the 
truth and who doesn't. Every single person, every human being, is a child of God. And then it 
tells us we're supposed to strive for justice and peace in the world, and respect the dignity of 
every human being. You can't sit on the sidelines folks. You can't watch somebody walk into a 
Starbucks and get treated differently than you are because of the color of their skin. You can't see 
somebody refused service in a restaurant or from a business because they may be gay. You can't 
see people thrown out of a country because they were born in the wrong place.  
 
We have a responsibility, an obligation to stand up when we see injustice and to speak out. And 
we don't have to stand on a street corner with our Bible, beating it in our hands, and we don't 
have to walk around with a little satchel like the PB said and come up to the door and 
everybody's closing their curtains because they don't want to see you. But when you see it you've 
got to say something. You need to exercise your privilege to vote. You need to go to the polls. 
You need to speak out when we talk about things. And you need to stand up, regardless of 
whether you agree with somebody. If you know in your heart that the just thing is to say 
something then you have to do it.  
 
And then respect. I have asked ... I'm gonna ask you tonight, Michael. Where's the asterisk? At 
the end of the line, where's the asterisk? Because there're so many people in our world that want 



to say that the respect of every human being except for ... this list. Whatever that list looks like. 
There's no hidden meaning. There is no reading between the lines of scripture. There is no secret 
list somewhere that says these people yes, those people no. It's not the goats and the sheep thing. 
It says, "Respect the dignity of every human being." Black, white, red, brown, yellow, straight, 
gay, tattooed, pierced, transgender, English speaking, Spanish speaking, Vietnamese speaking, 
doesn't matter. Hindu, Buddhist, Baptist. Jew. Muslim. Agnostic or atheist. We are called to 
respect the dignity of every human being. And until we begin to do that, I fear we're gonna 
continue going in the direction we're going. But we can change that. We can't change what's 
happening in New York and we can't change what's happening in Sudan or Iraq or anything, but 
we can change what happens in our own communities, in our own environments, in our homes, 
in our schools, in our places of work, in our neighborhoods, in our communities. By simply 
being the example of Jesus to others. We can change it. We can make a difference. And if we do 
it here and somebody else does it somewhere else and somebody else does it, guess what, it 
becomes a movement.  
 
What would the world be like, how might our conversations be different, how might we engage 
one another, if on each and every day that whenever we're going to encounter someone, whether 
we know them or we don't, before we start saying, "Oh that's Sally, she's this, she's that, blah 
blah blah". Or the person that's walking down the street, before we start sizing them up and 
making our own assumptions about who they are or what they are, or even deciding whether we 
need to cross the street and to get away. That instead we saw the face of Jesus Christ. If we saw 
Jesus coming towards us. What would you say? How would you act? How might they respond?  
 
We didn't get where we are today overnight, it's taken decades, thousands of years, we've been 
continuing to build on it over and over again. And I fear to say that probably most of us in this 
room are not gonna see the total change. But there was a Jewish philosopher one time who said, 
"If not me who and if not now when?" We can begin to make a difference. We can change the 
conversation in this world, this society. We can change the way we engage one another and we 
can start looking at things in a different way. And just maybe, just maybe, just maybe by 
happenstance, and we'll never know, but just maybe we'll touch the life of one hurt broken 
disillusioned person who thinks that they have to act out in a violent way.  
 
You're not gonna read about that in the papers, you're not gonna hear about it on the news, there's 
not gonna be any Monday morning quarterbacking about how wonderful this person is and their 
life was changed because one of us touched them in some particular way. But if we don't you'll 
hear about them. Or hear the story about how nobody cared. How they were pushed aside, how 
they were bullied. Whatever it is. But if we can just change the heart of one human being. If we 
can bring hope to just one life, that can make a difference, then we can do it to others. And we 
can change the world. 
 
Our part of the Jesus movement starts here. It starts here, it starts with us. It starts personally. 
And then it becomes part of our community's faith, our congregations, where we truly become 
welcoming communities that don't judge, that don't close their doors, that don't push people 
aside, that reach out in the love of Jesus Christ, to let them know that they're welcome, that 
they're valued, that they're worthy, and they have a right to be in God's kingdom just like 
everybody else. When we do that, the world will change. We can't leave it up to politicians. We 



can't leave it up to other people. We can't sit in the room and say, "Oh well the other people in 
my church will do it. I don't have to worry about it." Every single one of us needs to be the 
example of Jesus in the world to others. 
 
I know that can happen because I've seen it. I've seen it in your churches, I've seen it in this 
diocese, I've seen it in the faces of the homeless and the less fortunate who are being fed, who 
are being clothed, who are being received and welcomed. And of the ones I'm privileged to lay 
hands on and to pray for. It's time. It's time to claim our place in the world. It's time for us to 
stand up and say “no more”. It's time to tell the pundits who wanna tell us that this is just the way 
it's gonna be and we need to get used to it, is that we don't accept that. It's time for us to be a 
Jesus movement. 
 
I invite you to join me as we go out into the world and proclaim his love. Amen.  
 


