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Registration opens for diocese’s
reconciliation workshops
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center to facilitate April, May events open to all

All in the Diocese of Los Angeles are 
invited to attend regional workshops 
on the topics of “Healthy Congrega-

tions” and “Conflict in the Church: Entrusted 
with the Message of Reconciliation.” 

Full details and online registration are at  bit.
ly/2ucYWkI for the workshops, which will begin 
with a 7 – 9:30 p.m. evening session preceding 
a 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. daylong session.

Repeating “Healthy Congregations” work-
shops are set for April 18 – 19 at St. Alban’s, 
Westwood; April 20 – 21 at St. Michael & All 
Angels, Studio City; and May 11 – 12 at St. 
Andrew’s, Torrance. 

Repeating “Conflict in the Church” work-
shops are scheduled for May 18 – 19 at Trin-
ity, Orange; May 30 – 31 at St. Mark’s, Al-
tadena; and June 8 – 9 at Epiphany, Oak Park. 

Canon to the Ordinary Melissa McCar-
thy notes that everyone involved in ministry, 
both clergy and laypersons, can benefit from 
the sessions, which are offered as part of the 
wider mediation process facilitated by the 

Lombard Mennonite Peace Center following 
tensions linked to recent disputes regarding 
church property in Newport Beach. Work-
shops are designed for clergy, church staff, 
lay leaders — all members of congregations 
in the Diocese of Los Angeles. Participants in 
the diocesan mediation process are particu-
larly expected to attend one of the options. 
Anyone interested in enhancing his or her 
capacity to manage self in a non-anxious, 
mature way in the midst of church conflict is 
also invited to participate. 

Workshop leaders include Richard Black-
burn, executive director of Lombard Men-
nonite Peace Center in Lombard, Illinois, a 
trainer and mediator with broad experience 
in serving as a consultant to conflicted church 
systems. He has participated in Edwin Fried-
man’s Postgraduate Clergy Seminar in Family 
Emotional Process.

Workshop flyers have been posted online: 
“Healthy Congregations” at bit.ly/2DNHu5P, 
and Conflict in the Church at bit.ly/2IJei3D. ?

Richard Blackburn of the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, who will facilitate the diocese’s reconciliation 
process, is pictured during a planning session at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in January.

Episcopal Enterprises,” a new task 
force on social enterprise, was recently 
formed by clergy and lay Episcopalians 

of the Diocese of Los Angeles who are seek-
ing ways for congregations of the diocese to 
use their properties, facilities and talents to 
better serve their neighbors and create in-
creased revenue streams. Suggested uses in-
clude rental of unused or under-used facili-
ties, agriculture, education, and more. 

The group, which is open to anyone who is 
interested in these possibilities, will meet the 
second Wednesday of each month at 3 p.m. 
at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in Los 
Angeles. Upcoming meeting dates are May 9, 
June 13, Sept. 12, Oct. 10 and Nov. 14. 

Meetings will be facilitated by the Rev. 
Canon Jaime Edwards-Acton, rector of St. 
Stephen’s Church, Hollywood. A nominal fee 
may be charged to help offset costs. 

Edwards-Acton has also announced that 
the group has begun to launch a suite of on-
line resources:  a website (www.episcopalenter-
prises.org), a Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/episcopalenterprises), and an Instagram ac-
count (www.instagram.com/episcopalenterprises). 

For additional information about the group, 
contact Edwards-Acton at 323.469.3993 or 
hopeinhollywood@gmail.com. ?

New task force 
to explore options 
for 'Episcopal 
Enterprise'

‘

James Finley to lead retreat on 
‘Mystical Sobriety’ April 21

Stillpoint: The Center for Christian Spiri-
tuality will present “Mystical Sobriety 

with James Finley” on Saturday, April 21, 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m. at Church of Our Saviour, 535 
W. Roses Road, San Gabriel. In this experi-
ential retreat, Finley, a former associate of 
Thomas Merton, will help participants ex-
plore how 12-step programs can help  heal all 
kinds of addictive patterns. The fee is $58 be-
fore April 7, or $68 thereafter. (With lunch, 
$68, increasing to $78 after April 7). Infor-
mation and registration are at stillpointca.org. ?
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, MARCH 25 — 

4 p.m. Stabat Mater
St. Francis Church
2200 Via Rosa, Palos Verdes
Information: 310.375.4617

— MONDAY, MARCH 26 —
7:30 p.m. Reflections on Women of the Cross 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
7th & Atlantic, Long Beach
Information: 562.436.4047 

— THURSDAY, MARCH 29 —
7:30 p.m. Missa Mystica on Maundy Thursday 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday High Mass 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— FRIDAY, MARCH 30 —
7:30 p.m. Good Friday: The Way of the Cross 
Grace Episcopal Church 
555 East Mountain View, Glendora 91741 
Information:  Grace@GraceGlendora.org

7:30 p.m. Good Friday Service 
The Church of Our Saviour 
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel 
Information: www.churchofoursaviour.org

8 p.m. Good Friday Project - 
El Proyecto de Viernes Santo 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
6125 Carlos Avenue, Los Angeles 90028 
Information: 323.469.3993

— SATURDAY, MARCH 31 —
8 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

Many other services will be offered during Holy 
Week. For more listings, visit www.ladiocese.org 
and select “Calendar” > “Arts/Liturgy/Music.”

Palm Sunday: beginning a 
Holy Week journey

Diane Jardine Bruce

By Diane Jardine Bruce, bishop suffragan

Today, Palm Sunday, we begin our week-
long celebration of our Christian Pass-
over.  Today we hear of Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem, the colt that he rode on walk-
ing on palm branches, the people cheering:  
Hosanna!  Hosanna!

But it isn’t all hosannas and cheering this 
week. Holy Week is a journey in and of itself 
— through triumph and pain, from death to 
life! Maundy Thursday, Good Friday — we 
have to go through those days to truly come 
to the empty tomb on Easter. 

As the stories unfold this week, just as we 
will hear today, I will find myself asking the 
questions that will flow through my mind  
today and all days during this most holy of 
weeks:

Am I Peter?  
Am I Pontius Pilate?  
Am I Mary?  
Am I the beloved disciple?  
Am I the woman with the perfumed oint-

ment?  

Am I Judas Is-
cariot?  

We are called, as 
we journey togeth-
er to the last Sup-
per, to the cross, to 
answer if we know Jesus or not — to know 
Christ, or to deny that we know this person 
who was nailed to a cross. Will we confess 
our faith, or run away and think that we are 
saving our lives? If we face ourselves, and 
are honest with ourselves, and turn our faces 
to that light of Easter we will find ourselves 
standing outside the tomb on Easter day, 
forgiven and loved — forgiven and loved — 
rejoicing with those that had faith then and 
now.  Rejoicing that our Savior is risen, a 
Savior who loves us — us — as broken and 
fragile as we are.

Come — be passionate about this week of 
the Passion. Explore in this short week more 
and more who we are as God’s children, and 
what God’s Son has done for us!  It is a hum-
bling yet wonderful experience. ?

Sacred Resistance, the social justice min-
istry of the Diocese of Los Angeles, will 
sponsor “Hearts Broken Open: Sacred 

Space for Activists and Contemplatives” on 
Saturday, May 12, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Participants will explore how their spiritual 
lives (liturgy, prayer, meditation and forma-
tion) connect with the work of justice-seeking 
and social action on the street; break down 
barriers and build community between activ-
ists, organizers, contemplatives, mystics, and 
all who are on the journey; and wrestle with 

false dichotomies and hold space for all who 
are in the struggle. 

The morning will begin with refreshments 
at 8:30 a.m. The program will end at 1 p.m., 
followed by an optional lunch. Cost is a do-
nation of $5 to $20, as the participant is able 
to contribute. Snacks and coffee will be pro-
vided throughout the day. Childcare is avail-
able by request. 

For information and to register, contact the 
Rev. Francisco Garcia at lasacredresistance.org. 
Registration deadline is Monday, May 7. ?

Sacred Resistance half-day program May 12 to 
explore spirituality for social justice activists


