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Earth Covenant Ministry - Contact Kate McGregor Mosley, kate@gipl.org
Nothing to report for this newsletter.

Joining Hands for Justice in Israel and Palestine - Contact Sarah Humphrey, 
sarah.h.humphrey@gmail.com

March 7, 7 - 8 pm at North Decatur Presbyterian Church, we had a program, The 
International Solidarity Movement (ISM).  The International solidarity movement is a 
Palestinian -led movement committed to resisting the long entrenched and systematic 
oppression and dispossession of the Palestinian population, using non-violent, direct action 
methods and principles.   ISM aims to support and strengthen the Palestinian popular resistance 
by being immediately alongside Palestinians in olive groves, on school runs, at demonstrations, 
within villages being attacked, by houses being demolished or where Palestinians are subject to 
consistent harassment or attacks from soldiers and settlers.   The presentation included a 
screening of an abridged version of Radiance of Resistence, a film produced by three ISM 
volunteers in the village of Nabi Salih and featuring Ahed Tamimi and her cousin Janna Ayyad.   

Upcoming:  Tuesday, March 20, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Harrington Center Auditorium at 
Columbia Theological Seminary - The Cross in Contexts: Suffering and Redemption in 
Palestine, with authors Rev. Dr. Suzanne Watts Henderson and Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, a 
Palestinian theologian.   

The Rev. Dr. Suzanne Watts Henderson is Associate Professor of Religion and Director 
for the Center for Ethics and Religion at Queens University of Charlotte, NC.  A New Testament 
scholar who specializes in the Gospel of Mark, se holds degrees from Princeton Theological 
Seminary (M.Div) and Duke University (Ph.D.)  She has published numerous books and 
articles.  Dr. Watts Henderson is active in the emerging field of interfaith studies and is writing 
the first pluralistic introduction to the New Testament.  She serves on the Board of Bright Stars 
of Bethlehem (US non-profit that supports Dar al-Kalima University College) and speaks on the 
topic of the Holy Land.

The Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb is Founder and President of Dar al-Kalima University College 
of Arts and Culture in Bethlehem and holds a Doctorate in Theology from the Phillipps 
University of Marburg, Germany.  The most widely published Palestinian theologian  to date, 
Dr. Raheb is the author of 16 books.  Dr. Raheb has received numerous prizes for his 
courageous, groundbreaking work to promote peaceful coexistence and equality in Palestine 
and the Middle East, including the Olof Palme Prize (2015) and the German Media Prize (2012).

Saturday, May 12 - 8:30 a.m - 4:00 p.m.  Trinity Presbyterian Church - Atlanta- 
Conference - Jesus, Justice and the Palestinian Struggle - Plenary Speaker:  Rev. Naim Ateek, 
Jerusalem
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LaGonave Haiti Partners- Contact Lee Wilder, leewilder73@gmail.com
 info@lagonavepartners.org
Congregations who are going to LaGonave:  Covenant -  March 7-14
Trinity Presbyterian and Shallowford Presbyterian  - April 5 - 12

(following is from LaGonave Haiti Partners February newsletter)
La Gonâve Haiti Partners is considering a number of different options to support the 
improvement of community systems and water quality for families on the island of La Gonâve: 
(1) Improved guttering is a critical short term need in many communities.  (2) Extra cisterns can 
be added to make up for shortfalls during dry months.  (3) Modern hand pumps to retrieve 
cistern water are inexpensive, reliable. (4) Drilled wells can be costly and possible in only a few 
communities.   La Gonâve Haiti Partners is collaborating with Water Mission, a non-profit 
organization in Charleston SC, to evaluate the water capability of the area. Water Mission began 
work in Haiti in 2004 and now has a staff of 39 in its safe water, hygiene and sanitation 
program.
The partnership is also taking samples from shallow wells in Gros Mangles to determine if the 
level of salinity is suitable for long term consumption. Results will be sent to a lab for evaluation 
to learn if an inexpensive purification process can improve the quality of the water.

Peacemaking Partnership - Contact Karen Turney, kt2654@gmail.com
The Peacemaking Partnership thanks the following congregations for their donations to 

the Peacemaking and World Mission Offering received in FY 2017 (Feb 1, 2-17 - Jan 31, 2-18):   
Alpharetta, Austell, Church of the New Covenant; Church of the Master: First - Covington; First 
- Jonesville; Druid Hills; Emory; Hamilton Mill;  McDonough; Morningside; Mount Vernon; 
Norcross; North Decatur; Oakhurst; Oglethorpe; Rice Memorial; St. Andrews; Stockbridge.

The generosity of these congregations allowed the Peacemaking Partnership to make 
donations to Atlanta Habitat for Humanity (for the interfaith build); Atlanta Ministry with 
International Students (AMIS); El Refugio; Presbyterian Disaster Assistance; Presbyterians 
Caring for Chaplains; Mommy and Me (at Memorial Drive); New Sanctuary Movement of 
Atlanta; Joining Hands for Justice in Israel and Palestine;  Mission Co-Workers (Shelvis and 
Nancy Smith-Mather in South Sudan and Jan Heckler in Madagascar); Presbyterian Peace 
Fellowship; Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church (for Laundry Love program); Georgians for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty.

Special thanks to the congregation at North Decatur who offer us hospitality for our 
monthly meetings and to Shallowford Presbyterian for their hospitality for our fall potluck 
dinner.   At our February meeting, we had a speaker about the ministry programs at Memorial 
Drive Ministries.  Our next meeting is Saturday, March 17 at 10 am.   
.  

Presbyterians Caring for Chaplains and Military Personnel 
Partnership - Contact Rev. Bill Nisbet, wonisbet@bellsouth.net
Nothing to report for this newsletter
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Presbyterians for a Better Georgia Partnership - Contact Rev. Kate McGregor 
Mosley, kate@gipl.org or Rev. David Lewicki, david@ndpc.org

We welcomed 60 advocates at Central Presbyterian Church and the State Capitol for 
"Presbyterian Day at the Capitol" on Wednesday, February 21. Together, we met with legislators 
on 15 different bills and regarding 4 separate issues.  This is an annual event for our Presbytery 
that is now attracting participants from other Presbyteries. We look forward to this event every 
year and are excited about how it is growing into new places, having greater impact!  We 
continue to meet monthly as a partnership and all are welcome to join us every Third Tuesday 
at 12-1:30pm at First Presbyterian Church-Atlanta.

Presbyterian Youth Ministry Collaboration Partnership - Contact Rev. 
Allysen Schaaf, aschaaf@dpchurch.org or Jay York, jyork@firstpresatl.org

Hunger Walk Sets New Record Despite Soggy Conditions
We had a great Hunger Walk 2018 at Georgia State Stadium and want to thank all of our Greater 
Atlanta Presbytery churches who came out to walk and/or raised funds.  Drew Wilmesherr, 
Kimmy Briggs, Allysen Schaaf, and Phil Brown led us in worship and communion as we 
huddled under tents while the last of the rain moved out.  Finally the skies broke right after 
lunch, as runners and walkers descended on the streets of Atlanta. Most importantly, together 
we raised over $30,000 dollars for the Atlanta Community Food Bank, our largest total ever!   So 
thanks again and we’ll see you all in 2019.
 
NEW PC(USA) Confirmation Curriculum Workshop + Free Waffle House!
Join us Monday, April 9th for a free confirmation curriculum workshop and preview at Decatur 
Presbyterian Church from 10:00-12:30pm. Rev. Meg Elliot from Presbyterian Mission Agency 
will be with us to show off the new curriculum, Big God, Big Questions, answer any of our 
questions and talk about exciting ways that it might be used in our churches.  Whether you’re a 
paid youth pastor, a volunteer, or a confirmation teacher/mentor we hope you’ll join us for 
fellowship and conversation.  Brunch provided by Waffle House, so come hungry.  Please RSVP 
by April 2 to Jay York jyork@firstpresatl.org.
 
2018 Middle School Retreat – Save the Date - November 2-4, 2018
Plans are already underway for our third middle school fall retreat sponsored by PYMCofA and 
we want to make sure you have our new dates as you’re planning your calendars. We invite 
churches from around the Atlanta area to join us for worship, recreation, fellowship and food. 
Interested in joining the planning team? Contact Allysen Schaaf. (aschaaf@dpchurch.org)
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Street Grace Partnership - Contact Jenifer Duncan, jenifer@streetgrace.org

info from Street Grace website:

Georgia's Anti-Sex Trafficking Lobby Day was February 20.

Demand an End Gala - March 8th, 2018 was our inaugural Demand an End Gala with Ernie 
Johnson as the Keynote speaker! 

The Priceless 5k Run to raise awareness of human trafficking will be held on Saturday, March 24 
in Flowery Branch, GA. Our mission for this race is to shine a light on the desperate need to end 
human trafficking at a local level, all proceeds will go to Street Grace, a local organization and 
Metro Kidz.   To register, go to www.streetgrace.org and click on "events".

World Mission Partnership - Contact Rev. Fahed Abu-Akel, fabuakel@gmail.com 
Nothing to report for this newsletter
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