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Partnership Planning for 2018  
The Peacemaking Partnership members held their annual 
planning meeting on Saturday,  January 27.   We will continue 
with our monthly meetings (see calendar) and our ongoing 
ministry reports from the following: 

Atlanta Ministry with International Students (AMIS); Caring for 
Chaplains; Compassionate Atlanta; El Refugio; Faith Alliance of 
Metro Atlanta (FAMA); Georgians for Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty (GFADP); Joining Hands for Justice in Israel and 
Palestine: PC(USA) Mission Co-workers; New Sanctuary 
Movement of Atlanta: National Religious Campaign Against 
Torture (NRCAT); Outcry and other gun violence prevention 
groups; Presbyterians for a Better Georgia.      

In addition, we intend to add speakers on various topics to some 
of our monthly meetings and assist in sponsorships for special 
events and conferences.   If your congregation would like to be 
considered for support of an event, please contact us!  Our 
meetings are open to everyone and there are no dues or fees for 
our partnership.    

Our February 17 meeting will feature a guest speaker from 
Memorial Drive Ministries who will give an overview of their 
programs.   

Continued Witness Against the Death Penalty 
At the Presbytery's November 2017 meeting, Central 
Presbyterian Church brought an overture to this summer's 
General Assembly that calls on the PC(USA) to declare 
continuing opposition to capital punishment and calls for an 
immediate moratorium on all executions in all jurisdictions that 
impose capital punishment.  The Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
approved this overture and the Presbytery of Baltimore has since 
concurred so it will be going to GA this summer.   (continued) 
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Calendar Items 

Sunday, February 4 - Legislative 
Workshop sponsored by New 
Sanctuary Movement of Atlanta 
and Tzedek Georgia, 2 pm, 
Columbia Presbyterian Church, 
711 Columbia Drive, Decatur 

Thursday, February 15 - Panel 
discussion on the death penalty in 
America. - (see article) 

Saturday, February 17 - 
Peacemaking Partnership Monthly 
Meeting - 10 a.m - 11:30 am - 
North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church, 611 Medlock Road, 
Decatur (see article) 

Wednesday, February 21 - 
Presbyterians for a Better Georgia 
Day at the Capitol - meet at 
Central Presbyterian Church at 
7:30 am - for more info and to 
register, go to www.p4bg.org 

Monday, February 26 - Justice 
Day at the Capitol 9am - 1 pm - 
learn about current criminal justice 
reform efforts, hear from leaders in 
the reform movement, receive 
advocacy tips and speak directly 
with your legislators. Registration 
at http://www.gjp.org/
uncategorized/justice-day-2018-
registration/
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Now you and your congregation have the opportunity to join 
other faith leaders in Georgia at a special event on Thursday, 
February 15.   Special guest Sister Helen Prejean  will be at 
Holy Innocents' Episcopal Church, 805 Mount Vernon Hwy, 
NW, Atlanta for a panel discussion on the death penalty in 
America. This event is from 6 - 9 pm, is free and open to the 
public.  The forum will be followed by a reception and book 
signing of A Case for Life: Justice, Mercy, and the Death 
Penalty.  

In this new book, five authors make compelling arguments 
against the death penalty from their own perspectives – among 
them lawyers, faith leaders, and a supreme court justice. Their 
personal experiences with both victims and perpetrators provide 
a moral case for ending state-sponsored killing.  The book’s 
contributors include: The Right Reverend Robert Wright, Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta;  Stephen B. Bright, Attorney 
at Law, Southern Center for Human Rights;  Susan Casey, 
Attorney at Law, Appeals attorney for Kelly Gissendaner;  Bishop 
C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas; 
Justice Norman S. Fletcher, Retired Chief Justice, Supreme 
Court of Georgia. 

Sister Helen Prejean is the author of the international best-
selling book, Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the 
Death Penalty, and has been advocating for the abolition of the 
death penalty since 1981.     

New Sanctuary Movement in Atlanta Outreach 

Over the next few weeks New Sanctuary Movement  will be 
gathering Welcome Bags to deliver to the folk who stay at El 
Refugio - a house providing family and friends a place to stay 
while visiting their  loved ones in Stewart Detention Center. 
Please consider putting together a bag consisting of scarf and 
gloves; a soft toy; a scented candle or body lotion; a $15 gas gift 
card and a $20 gift card for Walmart, Kroger or Publix. Donate 
part or whole of a bag.  Please deliver to New Sanctuary 
Movement of Atlanta c/o Columbia Presbyterian Church, Decaur 
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Save the Date for these 
events! 

Sunday, April 22 - AMIS Day - 
Celebrating the Programs and 
Partners of Atlanta Ministry with 
International Students - 40 years of 
International Friendships - St. 
Martin in the Fields Episcopal 
Church 

Saturday, May 12 - Conference -  
The Bible, Justice & the Palestine -
Israel conflict - 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. -  
Plenary Speaker: Rev. Dr. Naim 
Ateek, from Jerusalem 

Mission Co-Worker News 

Gordon and  Dorothy  Gartrell, 
Mission Co-Workers, PCUSA; 
serving with the United 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil,  are 
in the States through May speaking 
in churches all through the 
southeast.  Their Sundays are 
already taken, but they are available 
during the week and would love to 
be invited to your church, group, 
etc.  They are staying at Mission 
Haven in Decatur right behind 
Columbia Seminary.  They may be 
reached at 770-769-0772. 

Consider a Book Study...Five 
Risks Presbyterians Must Take 
for Peace..The 2016 PC(USA) 
General Assembly affirmed five 
affirmations the church must make 
to fulfill its peacemaking calling. In 
this timely resource, author 
Christian Iosso explains what the 
five risks are, how they differ from 
previous positions, and what taking 
each risk might look like today.  
$14.00 from wjkbooks.com 
includes questions for reflection 
and discussion. 
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