
At top: Interfaith ministers-in-residence Tasneem Noor, Sable Manson and 
Tahil Sharma join a meeting of the diocese’s joint Episcopal/Lutheran 
Program Group on Interfaith & Ecumenical Life on Jan. 16, pictured above.
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New Interfaith 
Cooperative 
formed; three 
ministers-in-
residence named

Strengthening connections across South-
land faith traditions, three new inter-
faith ministers-in-residence have been 

appointed by Bishop Diocesan John H. Tay-
lor to serve at the Cathedral Center, with 
part-time stipends funded by donors. 

Serving together are (pictured above, from 
left) are award-winning author and speaker 
Tasneem Noor of the Islamic Center of South-
ern California; Sable Manson, Ph.D., Soul-
journers program director of the USC Office 
of Religious Life and also a Roman Catholic 
parishioner, and Tahil Sharma, of Hindu-Sikh 
background, who serves on numerous local 
and international interfaith organizations. 

Central to the work of the new ministers-
in-residence is assisting a new diocesan en-
tity, the Interfaith Cooperative, in its work 
of building strengthened collaboration and 
communication among faith traditions in 
Southern California. They also are helping 
coordinate logistics for the April 4 “Building 

Beloved Community” 
interfaith event marking 
the 50th anniversary of 
the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
a gathering sponsored by 
the Los Angeles Council 
of Religious Leaders. 

The new ministers-in-
residence work together 
with diocesan Canon for 
Common Life Bob Wil-
liams. A key advisory 
panel to the new Inter-
faith Cooperative is the 
diocesan Program Group 
on Interfaith and Ecu-
menical Life, which met 
most recently  on Jan. 16 at the Cathedral 
Center. 

For further information, email Williams at 
media@ladiocese.org. ?

Called to the Wall
Lenten Via Crucis Pilgrimage 
in support of immigrants’ rights

Saturday, February 17
Stations of the Cross will begin at 7:30 
a.m. at The Cathedral Center of St. Paul,
Echo Park (Los Angeles). Pilgrims will 
caravan by car to the U.S. – Mexico 
border with stops at Anaheim, Lemon 
Grove and Friendship Park. Pilgrims may 
join at any point in the itinerary.
Bishop John H. Taylor and Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori will celebrate 
Eucharist at the border wall.

For more information and the day’s 
schedule, visit bit.ly/2Fxno18

Seeds of Hope begins 
early spring planting
At left: Teenage volunteers from Big Citizen Hub, 
MOSTe (Motivating Our Students Through 
Experience) and the Jubilee Consortium join Seeds 
of Hope and parish youth to replant and renew the 
garden at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
Hollywood, on the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service Jan. 15. Seeds of Hope has also taken 
advantage of recent spring-like weather to harvest 
some 50 pounds of herbs, greens and citrus at the 
Edendale Garden next to the Cathedral Center, 
which were then distributed by St. Athanasius’ 
food bank. Seeds of Hope is a diocesan food 
justice ministry that helps congregations assist the 
needy through a variety of projects, including 
church gardens and community education. For 
more information, contact Tim Alderson at 
talderson@ladiocese.org
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— through THURSDAY, MARCH 29 —

Tuesday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Art Exhibit: The Art of Protest —
Epiphany and the Culture of Empowerment
The Church of the Epiphany
2808 Altura Street, Los Angeles 90031
Information: 323.337.9931

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 —
4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Concert 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

5 p.m. Tesserae: Songs of Salomone Rossi  
All Saints’ Episcopal Church (Chapel) 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 —
7:30 p.m. Missa Mystica for Ash Wednesday 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday High Mass
St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 —
4 p.m. APU Vocal Jazz Ensemble 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: www.stgregoryschurch.com

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 —
7:30 p.m. A Service in the style of Taizé 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 —
5 p.m. Claude Debussy – Claire de Lune 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

7:30 p.m. Compline, Schola Cantorum 
St. James’ in-the-City Episcopal Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

— SUNDAY, MARCH 4 —
6 p.m. Lenten Evensong 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90066 
Information: stbedesla.org

— FRIDAY, MARCH 9 —
7 p.m. The Radian String Quartet  
St. Mark’s-in-the-Valley Episcopal Church 
2901 Nojoqui Avenue, Los Olivos 
Information: 805.688.4454

Visit www.ladiocese.org for additional events.

Healing 
for all, 
by all
By John H. Taylor, bishop diocesan 

In the hills above Monte-
cito, near Santa Barbara, 
nature danced a devastat-

ing two-step. The Thomas 
fire in December stripped 
away vegetation leaf, branch, 
and root. Then early on the morning of Jan. 
9, a massive rain cell settled over a 40-mile 
ridge of bare hillside, triggering relentless 
mudslides that killed 21 people. Two more 
are missing and may never be found.

When Bishop Suf-
fragan Diane Jar-
dine Bruce and I and 
five colleagues visit-
ed last week, we saw 
one neighborhood 
where not even ruins 
remained. Mud and 
rocks had erased the 
houses, leaving just 
their slabs. Engineer 
Ed Fuentes of the 
Montecito Fire Protection District told us that 
fatalities had been concentrated in this spot, 
which during our visit was deceptively bathed 
in sunlight and warm breezes.

We were guests of the Rev. Aimee Eyer-De-
levett and the people of All Saints-by-the-Sea 
Church in Montecito. Undamaged that morn-
ing, though the torrents rushed biblically to 
the east and west on either side, the narthex, 
nave, and parish hall of this historic church 
served as a triage and temporary evacuation 
center, shining the light of Christ in the dark-
est of nights by offering drenched, sometimes 
battered victims shelter, something to eat and 
drink, and plenty of good Episcopal smiles 
and hugs. 

While its neighbor Our Lady Of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Church lost seven of its 
members, no one from All Saints died, though 
several lost their homes or suffered significant 
damage. When we visited, many were still un-
der evacuation orders. We found them grap-
pling with a range of emotions — exhaus-
tion, survivor’s guilt, and especially anxiety, 
which was even worse when clouds gathered, 

threatening more rain on the hilltops. 
Our fellow ministers at All Saints were 

dealing with their own trauma as well as sec-
ondary trauma as they absorbed neighbors’, 
friends, and fellow congregants’ narratives. 
The Rev. Karri Backer, interim priest at St. 
John’s, Corona, is just finishing her disserta-
tion on secondary trauma and the ways the 
charisms of the church can promote healing 
and wholeness. She gave me a precis of her 
work at a recent clergy meeting in Claremont. 

It has me thinking both about the victims 
and survivors in Montecito and, believe it or 
not, the months and years of conflict in our 
diocese over St. James the Great Church in 
Newport Beach. The stories are not compa-
rable except in the sense that they touched 
everyone in their respective systems. 

Montecito needs to find healing and whole-
ness as a community — and Aimee and parish 
leaders have made it clear that All Saints fully 
intends to be part of that holy work. You can, 
too, with your prayers and continued gifts to 
our fire and mudslide recovery fund at www.
edlafirehelp.org. Your generosity enabled a 
substantial gift to Aimee’s discretionary fund 
last week.

As for our recent ecclesiastical dispute 
over the Newport Beach property, some of 
us may feel more affected than others. Many 
may even think that it has nothing to do with 
them. But in one way or another, it touched 
everyone, as wrenching family conflict always 
does. In the days ahead, we will announce the 
dates of reconciliation forums to be convened 
by our partners from the Lombard Menno-
nite Peace Center. I hope you will make plans 
to attend. The more members of the body 
who participate in this process, the more 
healing we will experience and the greater 
our unity amid diversity will be for the glori-
ous work ahead. ?

Fire Engineer Ed Fuentes views a Montecito (Santa Barbara) 
neighborhood where all the houses were swept away.

John H. Taylor


