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Fr. Greg Boyle, founder of Homeboy 
Industries, anti-death penalty activist 
Sister Helen Prejean, and actor-activists 

Mike Farrell and Tim Robbins will be speak-
ers at “Reimagining Justice in the Age of 
Mass Incarceration,” a national conference 
on mass incarceration and prison ministry 
sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles and Prism Restorative Justice, a dioc-
esan ministry that provides chaplaincy in the 
Los Angeles County jails.

The conference, to be held at All Saints 
Church, Pasadena, March 5 – 7, will consider 
diverse approaches to justice, including leg-
islative solutions, models for compassionate 
care for those who are incarcerated, re-entry 
programs to help formerly-incarcerated peo-
ple rebuild their lives; restorative justice pro-
grams that look beyond punishment.

Boyle’s Homeboy Industries is the largest 
gang rehabilitation and re-entry program in 
the world. He is a bestselling author, most re-
cently of Barking to the Choir: The Power of 
Radical Kinship. Prejean is an activist against 
the death penalty. Her memoir Dead Man 
Walking, describing her experiences minister-
ing to prisoners on death row, was the basis 
for the 1995 movie of the same name, which 
was directed by Robbins, also widely known 
for his role in The Shawshank Redemption. 
Farrell is best known for playing Dr. B.J. 
Hunnicutt in the television series M.A.S.H., 
and for his human rights activism.

The conference also will feature Vijay Gup-
ta and the Street Symphony and The Actor’s 
Gang, as well as formerly incarcerated per-
sons.

Cost is $175 per person: $75 for students 
with ID. Housing will be available at the 
Fuller Seminary guest house.

To register, visit www.prismjustice.org/confer-
ence. For more information contact the Rev. 
Dennis Gibbs at 626.703.4474 or by email at 
prism@ladiocese.org. ?

Actors Mike Farrell, 
Tim Robbins to join 
speakers for March
5 – 7 conference on  
incarceration

The route was a little shorter, the sym-
bolism a little altered, but some 200 
members of the dioceses of Los Angeles 

and San Diego took part in the seventh an-
nual Via Crucis pilgrimage in support of im-
migrants’ rights on Feb. 17.

Participants prayed the stations of the cross 
at each stop — the Cathedral Center of St. 
Paul in Los Angeles, St. Michael’s Church 
in Anaheim, and St. Philip’s Church, Lemon 
Grove (in the Diocese of San Diego), where 
the final stations were read. 

After taking part in a buffet lunch provided 
by the St. Philip’s congregation, the pilgrims 
concluded the event with a procession of la-
ment, followed by a Eucharist, at which they 
tore down a symbolic wall fashioned of wire, 
rocks and brick and erected a new “wall of 
love” made of papel picado, paper cutouts that 
are used for festival decorations in Mexico.

Restrictions established by the U.S. Bor-
der Patrol only a few days before the event 
prevented the pilgrimage from ending at the 
border wall separating the United States and 
Mexico, as it has done in the past. The new 
rules included a ban on religious imagery, any 
vehicles driving to the border, and all photog-
raphy. It also limited visitors to 10 at a time, 

for no more than 30 minutes. 
Bishops John Harvey Taylor and Diane Jar-

dine Bruce of the Diocese of Los Angeles and 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori of the Dio-
cese of San Diego announced alterations to 
the usual route, replacing the customary Eu-
charist at the border wall with the procession 
and lament and Eucharist inside St. Philip’s. 

The three bishops led the procession 
around the neighborhood, joining in a litany 
intoned by a cantor. “Caminemos con Jesús” 
(let us walk with Jesus), the people sang in 
response to prayers for immigrants in search 
of work and sanctuary from violence.

“It was very moving to be able to be here 
and to be able to share with the Diocese of 
San Diego a lament about not being able to 
be at the wall the way we’ve always been,” 
said Bruce, who helped originate the Called to 
the Wall pilgrimage in 2011. “We’re looking 
forward to being back at the wall next year.”

Taylor, taking part in his second pilgrimage, 
said, “Thanks to the planning of Bishop Jef-
ferts Schori and Bishop Bruce and others on 
their team, we had a wonderful time of cele-
bration and lament and inspiration here at St. 
Philip’s, but we promise that next year, if hu-
manly possible, we’ll be back at the wall.” ?

Pilgrims ‘tear down the wall’ at Via 
Crucis event for immigrant rights

Bernardo Lopez of the Cathedral Center staff and Francisco Garcia, rector of Holy Faith Church, Inglewood, 
lead Bishops Katharine Jefferts Schori, John H. Taylor and Diane Jardine Bruce and some 200 pilgrims in a 
procession of lament in support of immigrant rights, beginning at St. Philip’s Church, Lemon Grove.
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— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 —

4:45 p.m. – 7 p.m. The Gathering: 
A Space for Asian American Spirituality
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles
Information: peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes

5 p.m. Claude Debussy – Claire de Lune 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

5 p.m. Jazz Vespers: Carol Robbins 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: 626.583.2725

7:30 p.m. Compline with Schola Cantorum 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

—  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 —
7 p.m. C.S. Lewis Society: ‘The Adventures of 
Aragorn the Ranger in Narnia’ 
Vanguard University, Heath Building 103 
55 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa 
Information: www.socallewis.org

7:30 p.m. Versed: ‘Memento Mori’ (first session)
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles
Information: bit.ly/2F8pTGG

— FRIDAY, MARCH 2 —
6 p.m. Dinner and Discussion with Miguel de la 
Torre: ‘Feeling A Bit Hopeless Lately? 
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 
Information: latinos@ladiocese.org

8 p.m. Choral Extravaganza 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades 
Information: MusicGuildOnline.org 

— SATURDAY, MARCH 3 —
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. La Feria de Ministerios 
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles 
Information: www.feriaepiscopal.com

4 p.m. Music of Silence: Federico Mompou 
Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
409 Topa Topa Drive, Ojai
Information: 805.646.1885

4 p.m. Weicheng Zhao: Organ Recital 
All Saints Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: 626.796.1172 

For additional items and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendars.”

Standing 
up to fear 
with hope, 
love and 
level heads
By John Harvey Taylor, bishop diocesan 

Fear stalked the border and 
our schools this week. 
How do Episcopalians re-

spond? With faith, hope, love, and the level 
heads our God in Christ gave us. 

First to St. Philip’s in Lemon Grove in the 
Diocese of San Diego. Before Holy Eucharist 
at our Called to the Wall service last Satur-
day, worshipers 
had a chance to de-
nounce unreason-
ing fear by tearing 
the wall down, or 
at least a symbolic 
version — small 
pieces of brick and 
fencing wire that 
organizers had put 
on a table in front 
of the altar. They built their own wall because 
federal restrictions on U.S. citizens’ move-
ments in Friendship Park, adjacent to the 
border wall, had ruled out our usual practice 
of sharing the service with bishops, deacons, 
laypeople, and priests gathered on the Mexi-
can side. 

The photo above shows Salvador and 
Benedito, children of the Rev. Jennifer 
Hughes, an associate professor of history 
at the University of California, Riverside. 
They’re holding pieces of fence they’d just 
taken from the table. Eight years ago, Dr. 
Hughes inspired our annual witness for im-
migration reform. She helps organize it each 
year along with Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce 
and their partners in San Diego. 

If we left it to children, who so often ex-
press the soul of welcome, they’d make short 
work of the real wall, too. Cynics might reply 
that children don’t get how complicated and 
dangerous the world is. Christians retort that 
we’re all safe in the Resurrection, safe to take 
risks of hospitality and sharing what we have 
for the good of all God’s children, since all 
our blessings come from God. 

Impractical, fools-for-Christ stuff? After 
all, nations do need borders. But for genera-

tions, we have spoken to immigrant workers 
with two voices. One voice has invited them 
to come to the U.S. by the tens of millions 
to work in factories and fields, hotels and 
homes. The other scapegoats them for accept-
ing the invitation. Our baptismal commit-
ment to respect the dignity of every human 
being calls us to the wall and to speak up for 
sensible, humane immigration reform. 

Those who seek political advantage by pro-
moting fear of the immigrant don’t just en-
courage racism while ignoring the immutable 
realities of the labor market. They also pro-
mote the fake news that immigrants are more 
dangerous than the population at large. One 
result is that  while planning to militarize the 
border, our leaders have scandalously left our 
schoolchildren, teachers, and administrators 
vulnerable.

In Parkland, Florida this week, a troubled 
homegrown killer with a legally acquired mil-
itary-style weapon murdered 17 high school 
students and faculty members. Prior school 
massacres weren’t enough to persuade the fed-
eral government to adopt tougher, good-sense 
gun laws. We pray that change will come at 
last, thanks to the young people demonstrat-
ing around the country against gun violence.

Nor has our society faced up to the corre-
lation of rage, isolation, and violence against 
women that so often typifies the narratives 
of the young men who commit these acts of 
savagery. If this isn’t the realm of the Church, 
nothing is. Our specialty is creating commu-
nities of care, connection, communication, 
and accountability. We model relationships 
rooted in equity and mutuality. We notice 
when a friend’s temperament turns sullen or a 
young person suddenly stops attending youth 
group and begins to self-isolate. When some-
one’s at risk or posing a risk, we do what all 
families do for one another. We don’t recoil in 
fear. We don’t point fingers at scapegoats. We 
act boldly and in love. ?

John H. Taylor
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