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The Dorothy Chandler Pavilion of the 
Music Center of Los Angeles County 
is the venue for an April 4 interfaith 

evening commemoration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Free admission is 
planned for the event co-
sponsored by the South-
ern Christian Leadership 
Conference and the In-
ner City Youth Orches-
tra in partnership with 
the Los Angeles Coun-
cil of Religious Leaders, 
and made possible by Los Angeles County Su-
pervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.

Focused on engaging millennials and other 
young adults in carrying out King’s dream 
for social justice, the event will welcome at-
tendees of all ages and varied faith traditions. 
A block of tickets will be made available to 
members of the Episcopal Diocese of Los An-
geles and will be allocated by the diocesan 
Interfaith Cooperative with priority to youth 
and young adults. Requests may be emailed 
to interfaith@ladiocese.org.

The April 4 commemoration is a highlight 
of the Religious Leaders Council’s long-range 
focus of “becoming beloved community” in 
keeping with King’s emphasis on this theo-
logical concept introduced by philosopher-
theologian Josiah Royce.

Council President John Cager, pastor of 
Ward A.M.E. Church, has called upon mem-
ber faith bodies to launch respective initia-
tives exploring the meaning of “beloved 
community” in each context. Episcopalians 
and local Lutherans have teamed in offering 
a joint Lenten study series while the Vedanta 
Society of Southern California will host an 
April 28 day-long workshop at its Hollywood 
Temple. Further information is online at www.
lacrl.org. ?

April 4 MLK event
to focus on ‘Building 
Beloved Community,
Empowering Next 
Generations’

M.L. King Jr.

The Southern California C.S. Lewis Society 
will launch its new Orange County chap-

ter with a lecture on “The Adventures of Ara-
gorn the Ranger in Narnia” by Jim Prothero, 
the society’s director, on Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 
7 p.m. in Heath Building 103, Vanguard Uni-
versity, 55 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa. 

Prothero is an English teacher at Vanguard 
and Santa Ana College, and a vestry member 
of St. Clement’s Church, San Clemente. He is 
co-author (with Donald T. Williams) of Gain-
ing a Face: The Romanticism of C.S. Lewis.

The society also has a San Gabriel Valley 

chapter, which meets at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Monrovia. At its Wednesday, Feb. 
21 meeting, the society will welcome Diana 
Glyer, Ph.D., noted Lewis scholar and Azusa 
Pacific University faculty member, who will 
speak on “The Missionary and the Major,” 
the story of the mail-correspondence relation-
ship between Warren Lewis (brother of C.S. 
Lewis) and a woman missionary doctor in 
Papua, New Guinea. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 p.m., and all are welcome. 

For more information visit the society’s 
website at www.socallewis.org. ?

Episcopalians featured in local literary scene

ECW annual meeting will 
highlight ministries to 
and by diocese’s women

Women of the Diocese of Los Angeles 
are invited to register for “Angels 
on the Go,” the annual meeting of 

the Episcopal Church Women, on Saturday, 
Feb. 24, 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., at the Cathedral 
Center of St. Paul in Echo Park (Los Angeles). 

New officers will be elected at the business 
meeting, followed by speakers highlighting 
two important ECW ministries: the Bishop 
Talton Deacon Education Fund and Neigh-
borhood Youth Association.

The program also will include overviews of 
all of ECW’s affiliated ministries, and some of 
the special grants available for Medical Min-
istries and the Emergency Medical Grants for 
individuals. 

Eucharist will 
be celebrated by 
Bishop John H. 
Taylor, who also will 
install new officers 
and board members for the 2018 – 2021 term. 

Women from around the diocese are in-
vited to discover what ECW can offer their 
congregations, network with old friends and 
new, and enjoy a Mediterranean buffet lunch 
catered by Pig and Pepper Kitchen. Cost for 
the day including program and luncheon 
is $40 in advance and $45 at the door. For 
more information and the day’s schedule, and 
to register, visit ecwlosangeles.org or contact 
Christine Budzowski at 310.948.0056. ?

C.S. Lewis Society offers lectures in Costa Mesa, Monrovia

Episcopal priest to deliver lecture on Dickens’ spirituality

The Rev. Sharon Sheffield, priest in charge 
at St. John the Divine Church, Costa 

Mesa, will deliver a lecture on “Dickens and 
Victorian Christianity” at the Riverside Dick-
ens Festival at 3:15 p.m. on Feb. 24 and 25. 
This 25th year of the festival is the first time 
it has featured a lecture about the importance 
of Christianity to Charles Dickens’ writing.

Sheffield will discuss how Dickens’ faith 
and his reactions to the religious environment 

in Victorian England led to some of his most 
memorable characters, and how his works 
helped pave the way for 20th-century Chris-
tian apologists. 

The festival is free and open to the public; 
most of the events take place on Main Street 
in Riverside, between University Avenue and 
11th Street. Complete information on the fes-
tival and the lecture series is online at www.
dickensfest.com. ?
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 —

4 p.m. APU Vocal Jazz Ensemble 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: www.stgregoryschurch.com

9 p.m. Compline
St. John’s Cathedral
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles
Information: 213.747.6285

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 —
7:30 p.m. A Service in the style of Taizé 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

7:30 p.m. A Service in the style of Taizé 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 —
4:45 p.m. – 7 p.m. The Gathering: 
A Space for Asian American Spirituality
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles
Information: peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes

5 p.m. Claude Debussy – Claire de Lune 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

7:30 p.m. Compline with Schola Cantorum 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

—  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 —
7:30 p.m. Versed: ‘Memento Mori’
The Cathedral Center of St. Paul
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles
Information: bit.ly/2F8pTGG

For additional items and program details, visit 
www.ladiocese.org and select “Calendars.”

Episcopalians from Deanery 1 are in-
vited to a spiritual debriefing titled 
“Building Resiliency” in the wake of 

the recent fires and mudslides that devastated 
the Santa Barbara - Ventura area in Decem-
ber and January. 

The meeting will take place on Saturday, 
Feb. 24, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, 409 Topa Topa Drive, 

Ojai 93023 (805.646.1885). Lunch will be 
provided. 

The debriefing is sponsored by the Diocese 
of Los Angeles and Episcopal Relief & De-
velopment. 

Reservations are requested, and may be 
made by contacting the Rev. Canon Michael 
Bamberger by email at mab@ascension-sierra 
madre.com. ?

A time of reconciliation
By Melissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary 

Remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.” 

With these words each Ash Wednesday we 
are reminded of our mortality and invited 
into the observation of a holy Lent; a season 
characterized by fasting, self-examination, 
penitence, and prayer all with an eye to cel-
ebrating our reconciliation with God through 
Christ in the resurrection, the moment “…
when heaven and earth are joined, and man 
is reconciled to God” (The Book of Common 
Prayer, page 287). 

Our faith is a faith of continual commit-
ment to reconciliation with God and one an-
other and this year, in the Easter season, we 
will have an opportunity to live into our rec-
onciling faith in new ways.

It is no secret that our diocese has been un-
der turmoil for nearly three years now. For 
many, the turmoil began even years before, 
when in quieter and less publicly visible ways 
people experienced alienation from their 
church, their bishops, and their fellow Chris-
tians. Many have stories of how they have felt 
left out, left behind, and even invisible. 

We, as a Christian community, committed 
to the reconciling work of Christ, are invited 

to change this dy-
namic within our 
diocesan commu-
nity by engaging a 
process of recon-
ciliation throughout the next year. 

What is required of this reconciliation work 
is not complicated, but it is by no means easy. 
Working toward reconciling our common life 
requires honesty, courage, self-examination, 
a willingness to listen, and the virtue of hu-
mility. It requires us to truly hear the hearts 
of those we have injured, the courage to be 
changed by their stories, and a willingness to 
offer our stories in vulnerable honesty. It is 
holy work and work that I know many have 
longed for in these past years. I don’t believe 
anyone wants a diocese divided by conflict. I 
believe we are part of the Church, this won-
derful and sacred mystery, because we are 
seeking God’s healing love in our lives and for 
the world. We have the opportunity to live 
into this in ways that will transform us, our 
churches, and our diocese and better equip us 
to be Christ’s love in the world. 

Please join us! A schedule of events in this 
process will be posted at www.ladiocese.org as 
soon as it is finalized. ?

Melissa McCarthy

Post-disaster debriefing planned for Deanery 1

‘


