
                                           THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 
The sub-freezing temperatures of the past month take me back 
to winter memories of my childhood growing up in the Chicago 
area.  An urban child for my first decade, I learned to sled in 
Lincoln Park, bundled up in my snow suit, and seated securely 
on the sled in front of my Father.  I loved the quiet of the snow, 
the hush that seemed to fall upon a busy city when the inches 
piled up, and the excitement of an unexpected change of 
routine.  Author Wm Paul Young writes of this experience in 
The Shack:  “There is something joyful about storms that 
interrupt routine. Snow or freezing rain suddenly releases you 
from expectations, performance demands, and the tyranny of 
appointments and schedules, And unlike illness, it is largely a 
corporate rather than individual experience. One can almost 
hear a unified sigh rise from the nearby city and surrounding 
countryside where Nature has intervened to give respite to the 
weary humans slogging it out within her purview. All those 
affected this way are united by a mutual excuse, and the heart 
is suddenly and unexpectedly a little giddy. There will be no 
apologies needed for not showing up to some commitment or 
other. Everyone understands and shares in this singular 
justification, and the sudden alleviation of the pressure to 
produce makes the heart merry.”   In an odd way, snow storms 
were a respite and deeply satisfying to my Spirit. 
 
The summer I turned 11, my family moved to my grandparent’s 
country retreat of 65 acres southwest of Chicago, and my 
experience of winter expanded to encompass the woods, a 
winter wonderland at its best.  Deep in the woods was a small 
pond that provided winter and summer solace for my soul.  
When it snowed, my Father would shovel the frozen pond and 
we would go ice skating.  Sometimes the water would freeze 
as clear as a window pane, so skating on the pond was a bit 
scary as I looked down into the pond to see the green-brown 
oak leaves from the towering trees above, slowly decaying, 
and it seemed as if I would fall right through a fragile, brittle 
piece of glass.  In my more rational moments when I knew the 
ice was thick because of the bubbles submerged several 
inches below the surface, I would skate around looking for the  
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 Sunday Schedule 
  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

February 4 – 11:45 AM 
“Amazing Adaptations:  Wonder of 

Evolution” 
Led by Dr. Michael Bentley 

 
February 11 – 11:45 AM 

Presentation on the Deaconate 
Led by Dick Willis 

 
February 13 – 5:30 to 7 PM 

Shrove Tuesday Supper 
Build Your Own Potato 

 
February 14 – Ash Wednesday 

12:15 PM and 7:30 PM 
Holy Eucharist and Imposition of 

Ashes 
 

February 18 and 25 – 11:30 AM 
Lenten Book Study 
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Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
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www.stjamesroanoke.org 
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sluggish Snapping Turtle gently stirring in its 
hibernation, or the Goldfish put in the pond by 
my Uncle some 15 years before, now grown 
much larger than any tank bound fish, with 
freedom to expand to fit the space available.  
But my most cherished memories are the 
nights of a full moon, when my Father would 
lead the way through the woods, snow 
crunching under our feet as we followed the 
deer paths, puffs of breath hanging right before 
us, streams of celestial light guiding our way to 
the pond, which would shimmer in the dark of 
night, lit only by the moon.  Ice skating in the 
moonlight, deep in the woods, was for me, a 
spiritual experience of nurture for my soul, 
immersed 360 in God’s creation, one with 
nature, because I was, just one of God’s 
amazing creations, in a vast and wondrous 
ecosystem. 
 
Inevitably, spring would arrive in the Midwest, 
and our woods would be transformed, dressed 
in multi-shades of green, accented with wild 
flowers, with a symphony of bird melodies, 
insect noises, and the wind stirring the leaves 
to a gentle whisper.  I would find myself drawn 
back to the pond, to the stillness of the water, 
to that place of peace and tranquility that 
invited me to be still and reflective.  The 
psalmist spoke of this: “He leads me beside 
still waters, he restores my soul” (Psalm 23:2b-
3a)  As I would sit on a fallen log by the pond, 
gazing into the water, I marveled at the 
reflection of trees with a patch of blue sky 
peeking through, and my reflection resting on 
the surface of the water.  Here was a place of 
calm, to be self-reflective, to look deeply below 
the surface of the water, searching for the 
‘Snapping Turtle”, and the “Goldfish”, and the 
life within me that was stirring and moving.  In 
adolescence, this was a place to look below 
the surface and ponder what lay beneath my 
words and actions. 
 
Lent is that season in the liturgical year when 
we are invited to sit beside still waters, to 
restore our souls, to look deeply at our words 
and actions, to see if we are being sustained in 
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our souls, so that we might be witnesses of 
God’s love. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, 
February 14th, and now is the time to discern 
what disciplines will assist you with your self-
reflection, self-evaluation, sustainability of your 
soul, and re-ordering of your lives to be more 
fully who God created you to be.  There are a 
number of Lenten resources offered in this 
newsletter to assist you in your refection; 
consider them a metaphorical pond.  Come, sit 
quietly by the still waters, look deeply at your 
reflection and restore your soul. 

  Peace,   

                   SEB+ 
 

 

 

ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYER 

In February, we pray for the Membership 
Committee and all newcomers.  We give 
special thanks for the work of the committee 
members to enhance the experience of visitors 
and newcomers and to welcome them into our 
church family. 
 

 
 

Lent as a Time of Self Examination 
 
Lent begins this year on February 14th, and we 
will mark this liturgically with our Ash 
Wednesday services at 12:15 pm and 7:30 pm.  
Lent is one of the times of the Church year 
when it is particularly appropriate to make a 
private confession.  Anyone who would like to 
make their confession, using the form for the 
Reconciliation of a Penitent in our Book of 
Common Prayer, page 447, may contact the 
Rector, to schedule an appointment. 
 
 

Lenten Mite Boxes   
 
Remember to add your daily change to the 
Episcopal Relief and Development mite boxes 
that will be distributed on Ash Wednesday, 
February 14th.  They will be collected on the 
2nd Sunday of Easter, April 8th, and used to 
address the needs of the world identified in the 
Sustainable Development Goals, through the 
Heifer Project.  The Heifer project provides 
livestock and training to struggling people 
around the world so they can become self-
reliant for food and income. Typically we buy 
as many goats as our funds allow, to assist 
with a families ability to be self-sufficient.  In 
2017 we were able to buy 10 goats at 
$80.00/each to support family sustainability.  
We certainly can “BEST” that this year! 
 

Lenten Devotional Resources on line 
 

Daily meditations of Scripture, Prayer and 
Action: www.d365.org 
 
Episcopal Relief and Development meditations: 
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/
optin/ea?v=001f-
KEXzn5tO3rDXWGxacNKg%3D%3D 
 
Church of Our Savior, DC- Inward/Outward-
meditations: http://www.inwardoutward.org 
 
Goshen College Daily Lenten Meditations: 
http://blog.goshen.edu/devotions 
 
Resources for the spiritual journey: 
http://www.SpiritualityandPractice.com/ 
 
Devotions and Prayers:  www.explorefaith.org 
 
Daily Prayer: http://sacredspace.ie/ 
 
Daily Prayer & Meditations: 
http://www.beliefnet.com/prayeroftheday/ 
 
Practices that guide our faith journey: 
http://www.practicingourfaith.org/ 
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Daily Mediations: Brother Give Us a Word, 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist:   
www.ssje.org 
 
Lenten Madness –Who will win the Golden 
Halo?:  www.lentmadess.org  Based on March 
madness, this is a fun way to learn about 32 
saints in a tournament like singe elimination 
bracket.  Each saint has a biography on the 
Lenten Madness website, and when you 
subscribe, you can be a part of the voting to 
see who will win the Golden Halo.  The bracket 
score card is posted in the Parish Hall on the 
bulletin board.   
 
Still like to hold a book in your hand or on 
your tablet….here are some suggested books 
that may bring new spiritual growth and 
awareness; books can be ordered from 
Canterbury Books, at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 540-491-9914. 
 
The Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for 
Healing Ourselves and Our World, by 
Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu.   
How do I forgive?  The Archbishop and his 
daughter explain the four-step process of 
forgiveness—Telling the Story, Naming the 
Hurt, Granting Forgiveness, and Renewing or 
Releasing the Relationship—as well as offering 
meditations, exercises, and prayers to guide 
the reader along the way.  "With each act of 
forgiveness, whether small or great, we move 
toward wholeness," they write. "Forgiveness is 
how we bring peace to ourselves and our 
world." 
 
 Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the 
Twelve Steps, by Richard Rohr.   Must-read for 
any person who recognizes the need to go 
“inward” on their soul’s journey to examine 
their relationship with God, themselves, and 
others. The author guides one on a journey 
that explores the Scriptural foundation, the 
spiritual principles and the practicality of the 12 
step human recovery process. 
 
 

Let Your Life Speak, Listening for the Voice of 
Vocation, by Palmer Parker.  With wisdom, 
compassion, and gentle humor, Parker J. 
Palmer invites us to listen to the inner teacher 
and follow its leadings toward a sense of 
meaning and purpose. Telling stories from his 
own life and the lives of others who have made 
a difference, he shares insights gained from 
darkness and depression as well as fulfillment 
and joy, illuminating a pathway toward vocation 
for all who seek the true calling of their lives. 
 
Growing a Sustainable Soul, by Bob Flanagan.  
Written for both the religiously devout and the 
spiritually curious, this book inspires readers to 
connet their personal desire to care for the 
environment with divine care for Creation.  
Each of the 41 devotions starts with a 
sustainability oriented verse from the Bible, 
followed by a reflection tying it to every day 
experiences, and ends with a question to 
ponder or a way to take action.   
 
No time for spiritual reading…..add 
comtemplative listening to your day.  Listen 
to spiritual music while you drive in the car, 
work, do house chores, have a silent supper, 
as your daily devotions.   A few 
recomendations: 
 
His Love Endures Forever: Psalms of 
Thankfulness and Praise, by the Gloria Dei 
Cantores Choir, features twenty-one beautiful 
psalm tunes and uplifting texts. 
 
Taize: Music fo Unity and Peace, recorded by 
the ecumenical Taize community in Burgundy. 
 
Angelis, Voices of Angels, Metro Label 
 
Lent At Epheuss, recorded by Benedictines of 
Mary, Queen of Apostles 
 
Voices, Chant From Avignon, recorded by the 
Benedictine Nuns of Notre-Dame 
Del’Annonciation 
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Vision, The Music of Hildegard Von Bingen, by 
Richard Souther, Angel Records 
 
The Way of the Heart: Treasuring the Freedom 
Within, by Karunesh, Music of the Spirit, 
Oreade Music recording 
 
 
LENTEN BOOK DISCUSSION: THE AGILE 
CHURCH 
What: The Agile Church: Spirit-Led Innovation 
in an Uncertain Age.  Author Dwight J. Zscheile   
When: Sunday, 11:30 a.m. 

February 18 (Read Chapters 1-2)  
 February 25 (Read Chapters 3-4) 
 March 11`    (Read Chapters 5-6) 
Why:    To learn about the tenets of “Living 
Local: Joining God” initiative at St. James 
Where: St. James Church (Specific space        
             TBD)  
Who:    Sign-Up Sheet in Parish Hall for   
             Book purchase  
Discussion (and SOUP) facilitated by Tim 
Buchholtz, Tricia Champion, Debbie 
Williamson 
 
 
Shrove Tuesday Baked Potato Bar:  St. 
James has a new menu for this year’s Shrove 
Tuesday Supper on February 13th.  It’s a baked 
potato bar with all the fixins!  We’ll have butter, 
sour cream, bacon and shredded cheese for 
starters.  Additional toppings will include chilli, 
salsa, and a cheese broccoli sauce.  Of course 
we’ll have a side of cut-up fruit and your choice 
of beverage (coffee, lemonade, iced tea or 
water). A whole potato will be $3.00 and a half 
a potato (for smaller appetites) will be $1.50.  
Supper will be served in the parish hall from 
5:30 pm until 7:00 pm.  A sign-up sheet is on 
the counter in the parish hall, and the deadline 
for reservations is Sunday, February 11th.  
Reservations may also be made by phone with 
Connie in the office.  We hope a few people 
will also sign up to be on the clean-up team.  
See you on the 13th and bring a hearty 
appetite.  Proceeds benefit the Williamson 
Road Ministerial Association Emergency 

Financial Assistance Fund, which is managed 
by The Rev. Ken Lane, Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 
 
THE INTERN’S CORNER . . . 
By Dick Willis 
 
I appreciate it when Connie lays out the service 
leaflet and leaves a blank page.  That way, 
during 8:00 service, I can write notes on the 
sermon, and then, during the 10:00 service, 
can reflect on it.  At The Deacon School, we 
are taught a fairly structured way to think about 
sermons - the final question is "what am I still 
hearing".  At Trinity Rocky Mount, a group 
meets on Thursday, reviews the lessons and 
Gospel set aside for Sunday, and then meets 
again on Sunday morning, before worship, to 
see if the days of reflecting have yielded any 
insight, and then meet again on Tuesday, to 
see how the sermon affected them.  That's 
quite a bit of work, but I'd like to see what it 
would feel like to dip our toe into the pool of 
reflection.  So, on Sunday afternoons, at 
4:00PM, I'll be at St. James, reflecting on the 
sermon, and would love to have more 
company.  It will become what we make of it - 
I'll bring some snacks and fire up the kettle and 
brew a small pot - please join me if you can. 
 
Mother Sue and I have agreed that the Deacon 
Talk will be on February 11th, at 11:45, in the 
Parish Hall.  The Deacon "movement" is 
getting a lot of attention in the Anglican church 
and the Lutheran church, and is therefore 
raising as many questions as it answers.  Let's 
discuss that - I'll be making a presentation of 
what we expect of our Deacons, how I 
discerned my call to be a Deacon, and what I'm 
learning about the reality of the Deacon's 
work.  Please come - I'd love to know what you 
think - and be forewarned - I am very much 
looking forward to living into being a Deacon, 
will be trying very hard to help you discern your 
gifts. 
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LIVING LOCAL: JOINING GOD (LLJG) 
By Debbie Williamson 
 
     Many of you have participated in Living 
Local: Joining God (LLJG) at St. James, 
whether you knew it or not! We’ve spent time 
listening to God’s Spirit and one other, in pairs, 
small groups, or individually, through “dwelling 
in the Word” or “interview” questions about you 
and St. James.  Did you know LLJG is not a 
one-time activity, but an ongoing journey?  
Here’s background: 
      “How do we go on a shared journey in 
discerning what the Spirit is doing ahead of us 
in our neighborhoods and communities in order 
to join God in those places?” That’s the key 
question several small churches in our 
Diocese, including St. James, asked in 2016. It 
was their start on the LLJG journey.   LLJG is 
guided by teams of parishioners and clergy in 
the Diocese, and by Dwight Zscheile, 
Episcopal priest, consultant, professor and 
author. (See Lenten Book Discussion).  Here’s 
an excerpt from his book, The Agile Church, an 
underpinning to LLJG:  “This work of 
translating Christian faith and practice into new 
cultural vernaculars requires deep listening to 
God, to the tradition, and to neighbors.  It 
requires prayer, patience, discernment, 
creativity, vulnerability, and risk. . . . It calls for 
new imagination (ways of seeing the world), 
habits, and practices.  It is about learning and 
growing—in other words, innovation. . . .The 
innovation explored in this book is not one 
more quick-fix strategy . . . .Instead I invite you 
on a journey of exploration as we approach 
agility and innovation in light of the church’s 
establishment legacy and the Spirit’s 
movement.”  So, LLJG is “journey of 
exploration” for us. The St. James LLJG 
guiding team includes Tim Buchholtz, Tricia 
Champion, and Debbie Williamson.  The 
Lenten Book Discussion, using The Agile 
Church, is one step to understand more about 
the LLJG journey.  
 
 
 

ECW NEWS . . . 
 

ECW Partners with Canaan Palestine 
 
The ECW has begun a new partnership with 
Canaan Palestine selling their fair trade, 
organic olive oil, to earn some additional funds 
which will support ECW’s many benevolences.  
Canaan Palestine is a for-profit Palestinian 
owned company that buys high-quality 
products, primarily olive oil, from farmers who 
are members of the Palestine Fair Trade 
Association.  Canaan Palestine and the PFTA 
work together to improve conditions for farmers 
and to build the future.  Joint ventures have 
included everything from specialized training in 
pruning for olive growers to micro-loans for 
women producers, to university scholarships 
for children of farmers, to the creation of the 
Canaan Center for Organic Research and 
Extension. 
 
On the 1st Sunday of each month, Art Tatman 
will be hosting the sale of Canaan’s olive oil, in 
the large bottles, as well as the smaller flavor 
infused olive oils.  If you wish to purchase any 
oil at other times, contact Art (400-7706) or the 
Parish Office (366-4157); prices are set so that 
the ECW receives 20% of the sales for their 
benevolences.   
 

 Rumi, Nabali large bottles:  $25 
 Jenin, large bottle:  $20 
 Garlic, small bottle:  $14 
 Chili, small bottle:  $14 
 Thyme, small bottle:  $14 
 Basil, small bottle: $14 
 Lemon, small bottle:  $14 
 Jenin, small bottle:  $14 

 
Your purchase of these superior products will 
help sustain neighbors near and far and they in 
turn will be sustaining you with their superior, 
organic olive oil, and the knowledge that you 
are helping many others through the ECW’s 
outreach offerings. 
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DOK NEWS . . . 
By Pat Ball 
 
Lenten Blood Drive Coming:  The Daughters 
of the King are sponsoring a Lenten Blood 
Drive again this year.  This will be our 4th Blood 
Drive and will be our 3rd year of holding it 
during Lent.  It is scheduled for Friday 
afternoon, March 9, 2018 – please mark your 
calendars.  More information will be in the 
March newsletter.    Pat Ball, DOK Chapter 
President 
 
 
REQUEST FROM THE ST. JAMES PRAYER 
GROUP . . . 
 
The St. James Prayer Group, in addition to 
praying for each individual listed in the Sunday 
bulletin, prays for those for whom "more 
private" prayers are desired.  We take requests 
on a MONTHLY BASIS. If you would like to put 
an individual on that list, please fill out one of 
the special request forms on the parish hall 
counter.  You can put the completed forms in 
the marked basket on the parish hall counter or 
drop them in the secretary's basket outside her 
office downstairs. We start a new list each 
month, so if a name should be kept on the list 
for more than the month in which it was 
requested, a new request form will be 
needed.  Thank you. 
 
ROUND HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
NEWS . . . 
By Dottie Wrabel 
 
Thank you for your response to my requests 
for glue sticks and marble composition books.    
Donations of storage bags (small and large) as 
well as crayons are also needed.  Don’t forget 
to save your BoxTops for Education.  Reneé 
Toth has redone the bulletin board, more 
concise information along with forms to 
volunteer are on the bulletin board.  Thank you 
Reneé. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER. . . 
 

Give to St. James with your Credit 
or Debit Card 

By Laura Anderson 

 
 
Have you taken advantage of our tablet with a 
credit card swiper, available for you to make 
your gifts?  
 
• You can swipe your credit or debit card (just 

like at a grocery store), type in your gift 
amount, and sign your name using your 
finger on the screen 

• Safe, encrypted mobile credit card 
processing 

• You can receive an email “receipt” with your 
gift information 

• Your contribution will be included on your 
quarterly contribution statement 

• You can make your gift on your way in to 
Sunday services or during coffee hour.  

• You will be able to select an “I gave 
electronically” card, which will be 
available in the parish hall, for placing in the 
offering plate and have your gift blessed at 
the altar! 

• Electronic gifts can be made to: 
Pledge Payment 
General Fund 
Endowment 
Building Fund 
Treat of The Week 

 
Not a credit or debit card kind of giver? 
 

• St. James still accepts checks and cash 
– of any amount –your participation in 
offering your gift to God is a blessing, no 
matter the amount 
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• You can set up automatic bank draft for 
your gifts to St. James – talk to your 
bank or a member of the stewardship 
committee 

• You can give through Adopting-a-Day, 
effectively “paying for” operating St. 
James for a single day 

• You can make your donation to the 
Treat of the Week, which supports our 
church building fund 

• And, you can make an everlasting gift 
by including a % of your estate for St. 
James in your will, or having St. James 
be a beneficiary on an insurance policy 
 

You might want to make a gift to the 
Endowment Fund for the number of years you 
have been a member of St. James, or $68 for 
our years of being a congregation, or any 
amount that represents what our St. James 
community of faith means to you.  
 
And there are even two additional ways to give 
to St. James: 
 
(1) Kroger.  In order for your Kroger grocery 
purchases to be credited towards St. James 
fundraising efforts, you will need to register online 
with Kroger (www.kroger.com/communityrewards).   
St. James’ exclusive community rewards 
organization number is 82570.  If you need 
assistance with signing up, please contact Avis 
Aheron (avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580-
9203).  It will take just a few minutes to sign you up, 
and St. James will receive a check based on the 
percentage of sales, split among participating 
organizations.  
 
(2) AmazonSmile.  If you do any online 
shopping through Amazon, St. James could be 
receiving a percentage of your purchases.  
Simply log on at www.smile.amazon.com, 
designate St. James as your charity of choice 
and let the shopping begin.  If you have any 
questions about setting this up, please contact 
Avis Aheron (540-580-9203). 
 
 
 

TREASURERS’ CORNER . . . 
By Danny Fainter 
 

December 2017 Financials 
 
Pledged and Unpledged Income:   

Budgeted - $13,639 
Actual - $$14, 331 

Expenses: 
Budgeted - $14,066.10 

Actual - $19, 502.27 
 

 
2018 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS 

(Gifts in bold were received after printing our last month’s issue) 

 
January 9 — In loving memory of Esther 
Williamson. 
 
February 24 adopted by Frances Stebbins 
in memory of C. Harvey Stebbins, Jr. 
 
March 30 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of Charles H. Stebbins, Sr. 
 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS. . .  
 
February   3  Louise Beirne 
February   5  Allison Eanes  
February   5  Caitlin Witz 
February   5  James Michael Price 
February   6  Madeline Clouser 
February   8  Donna Frost 
February 10  Jessica Gawor 
February 12  Sarah Aheron  
February 13  Joyce Brown 
February 15  Madalyn Linkous 
February 16  Barbara Hassell 
February 16  Bob Wright 
February 22  Machele Huff 
February 22  Dakota Hensel 
February 23  Gail Fields 
February 24  Wayne Reilly 
February 26  Barbara Plunkett 
February 27  Ewell Beirne 
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NOTES OF THANKS . . . 
 

Thank You Saints of James 
From the Plunketts 

 
  Barbara, I and our family want to convey our 
thanks to all the Saints who supported us with 
prayers, cards, calls and food during the illness 
and death of our son, David. Your support has 
meant more to us than we can express.  When 
asked how we were holding up, our answer is, 
“You are holding us up”. 
    We are deeply indebted to Mother Susan 
Bentley for her support during David’s last 
illness.  On the evening of David’s passing, 
Mother Sue spent time with us and led us in 
prayer; she had just enough time to get home 
when I called her to say Dave had passed.  
She came right back, I believe without her 
dinner. 
     Thank you, Ray Kasey, for transporting 
David to the hospital, with our bus, for a 
treatment when we could not find other 
transportation.  
     Thanks to all those silent angels who 
assisted at the visitation and with David’s 
service.  Everything was arranged perfectly. 
Rev. Bentley did her usual great job with the 
service; many remarked as to how caring and 
meaningful it was. 
 
Dear Mother Sue, 
   Please, please thank all at St. James for 
sending me your lovely parish magazine each 
month.  Greatly appreciated. 
  Audrey Waterhouse 
  Companion Diocese of Leeds 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS . . .  

 
Weather Alert Reminder 

 
The winter snowstorm earlier this month, was a 
reality check that there may be times when it is 
not advisable to hold services or parish 
programs for safety reasons.  The Rector and 
the Wardens will make a decision about 
whether or not to have Sunday services, and 

the decision will be announced on channel 10, 
and channel 7.  If you have a leadership role in 
the Sunday service and are unable to come 
due to weather conditions, and the service is 
not cancelled, just call the church and leave a 
message on the answering machine.  The 
weather can vary greatly throughout the 
Roanoke Valley, so check Channel 10 & 7 for 
cancellation information and use your best 
judgment about attending.  Our Good 
Shepherd and True Vine Atriums follow the 
school closings for Roanoke City.  
     If we have to cancel services, you might 
want to watch the live stream webcast worship 
service at 11:15 am from the Washington 
National Cathedral:  
https://www.cathedral.org/worship/sunday-
service/live-webcast.shtml;   or the 2:15 pm 
service from All Saints Episcopal Church, 
Pasadena, CA, streaming All Saints at:  
http://www.allsaints-pas.org/worship/streaming/. 
 
 

February 4, 2018  
Evolution Sunday at St. James 

 
“Amazing Adaptations: Wonders of 

Evolution” 
 
Evolution Sunday is an opportunity for 
discussion and reflection on the relationship 
between religion and science. A goal has been 
to demonstrate that religion and science are 
not adversaries, but instead are different 
perspectives on the natural world that ask, and 
answer, different questions. People of faith 
from different traditions and locations around 
the world understand that evolution is sound 
science and does not in threaten, demean, or 
diminish their religious beliefs. Many find that 
the wonders of science can enhance and 
deepen their awe and appreciation of Creation. 
 
On this, the thirteenth anniversary of Evolution 
Weekend, we will take a look at specific 
organisms that have evolved to adapt to their 
environments since the earliest living things 
arose nearly 4 billion years ago. Among the 
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amazing adaptations are incredible sensory 
abilities, remarkable defense strategies, and 
surprising ways to survive harsh 
environments.  
 
St. James has been celebrating Evolution 
Sunday every year in February since 2006, 
that is, since its beginning. Charles Darwin was 
born 209 years ago, on February 12, 1809, in 
Shrewsbury, England, a county town about the 
size of Roanoke on the River Severn in 
Shropshire (“shires” are like our counties). His 
ideas about the origins of species through 
natural selection challenged his 
contemporaries to reimagine life as an ongoing 
development rather than a one-time 
accomplishment of the Creator. Join us after 
Coffee Hour on February 4 to take a look at 
that still unfolding creation as Dr. Michael 
Bentley presents a slide show on ““Amazing 
Adaptations: Wonders of Evolution.” 
 
 
2018 Episcopal Church Year Calendars: are 
now available for purchase, $3 each.  Please 
see Lonnie Bower or Odell James to purchase 
your 2018 church year calendar. 
 
 
Altar Flowers:  The flower chart for donating 
Sunday altar flowers is currently up on the 
bulletin board next to the kitchen and there are 
Sundays available for donating altar flowers for 
2018.  If you have a particular Sunday which 
you wish to donate flowers, please put your 
name on the chart, or call the church office 
(366-4157) and leave a message.  Flowers 
donations are $20.00 per week; checks can be 
made out to St. James Episcopal Church, with 
a memo of “flower fund” and given to Lynn 
Wright, or put in the offering plate.  All flowers 
are given to the glory of God and you may add 
an additional dedication.  If you know what 
dedication you would like for the flowers, you 
can give that to Lynn with your money.  If you 
are not sure at this time, then you will need to 
leave that information at the Church office prior 
to the Sunday you will be giving flowers.   

“In Their Own Voices:  The Power of Slave 
Narratives” will be presented by Dr. Melvin 
Macklin and Florella Johnston at The Phoebe 
Needles Center on February 13th, 2018.  
Coffee and social time begins at 9:30 with the 
program beginning at 10 a.m.  See the bulletin 
board outside the kitchen for all the details.  
Contact The Phoebe Needles Center at 540-
483-1518 to register or for more information. 
 
“Understanding Grief” will be presented by 
Carilion Hospice on February 5th, 2018, 6 p.m.  
Bethany Christian Church, 3115 Fleming 
Avenue, NW, Roanoke.  See the bulletin board 
outside the kitchen for all the details.  Contact 
Bethany Christian Church 540-366-0968 with 
any questions. 

 



 
 

February  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study 

7:00 PM 

AA 

2  
 

3  
10:00 AM 

AA 

11:30 AM 

South Sudanese 
Women’s 

Sewing Group 

4    11:45 AM 

Presentation:  
“Amazing 

Adaptations:  
Wonder of 
Evolution” 
3:00 PM 

AA 

5:30 PM 

South Sudanese 
Worship 

5  
 

6  
10:00 AM 

Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 

EfM 

7:00 PM 

AA 

7  
3:00 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd Atrium 

7:00 PM 

Choir Practice 

8  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study 

7:00 PM 

AA 

9  
 

10  
10:00 AM 

AA 

2:00 PM 

Ian Johnstone’s 
Eagle Scout 

Award 
Ceremony and 

Reception 

11   11:45 AM 

Presentation:  
The Deaconate 

3:00 PM 

AA 

5:30 PM 

South Sudanese 
Worship 

12  
12:00 PM 

DOK Executive 
Board Meeting 

13  
10:00 AM 

Prayer Group 

5:00 PM 

Shrove Tuesday 
Potatoe Bar 

6:00 PM 

EfM 

7:00 PM 

AA 

14  
12:00 PM 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

3:30 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd Atrium 

7:30 PM 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

15  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study 

7:00 PM 

AA 

16  
5:30 PM 

Down Syndrome 
Support Group 

17  
10:00 AM 

AA 

18  
11:30 AM 

Book Group 

3:00 PM 

AA 

5:30 PM 

South Sudanese 
Worship 

19  
 

20  
10:00 AM 

Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 

EfM 

7:00 PM 

AA 

21  
3:00 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd Atrium 

7:00 PM 

Choir Practice 

22  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study 

7:00 PM 

AA 

23  
 

24  
10:00 AM 

AA 

25  
11:30 AM 

Book Group 

3:00 PM 

AA 

5:30 PM 

South Sudanese 
Worship 

26  
12:00 PM 

DOK Executive 
Board Meeting – 

Snow Date 

7:00 PM 

Vestry 

27 

10:00 AM 

Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 

EfM 

7:00 PM 

AA 

 

28  
3:00 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd Atrium 

6:45 PM 

Little Church 

7:00 PM 

Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 



SERVER SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY 2018 
 
Feb 4   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ryan Laxton           Ushers       Samson Mamour, Wasuk Kenyi 

Acolyte    Jordyn Price            Coffee     Kevin & Kim Laxton 
T Bearer    Maddie Linkous          Nursery    Ann Bird, Butch Johnstone 
        Evan Miller            Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1    Michael Bentley  
Lector 2    Doug Tuggle          
Prayers    Rick Stevens   

 
Feb 11   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Samson Mamour         Ushers     Michael Kennedy and Grant Rucker 

Acolyte    Susan Akur            Coffee     Boots Ingram, Odell James, Pam Reilly, Dottie Wrabel 
T Bearer    Jordyn Price            Nursery    Jessica Price, JoAnn Criscione 
        Madde Shepherd         Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Dick Willis             Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    Brandt Gawor  
Lector 2    Betsy Briggs          

               Prayers    Art Tatman           
 
Feb 14  Ash Wednesday   Noon 

Chalicist/Acolyte – Pat Ball,    Lector – Avis Aheron,     Altar Guild – Lonnie Bower, Odell James 
      

Feb 14  Ash Wednesday   Evening 
 Crucifer/Acolyte          Thomas Rucker                        Ushers               Ray & Lawton Kasey          
               Chalicist                      Samson Mamour                      Altar Guild         Holly Turner          
                Lector                         Tim Buchholtz 
 
 
Feb 18 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Dick  Willis            Ushers     Rick & Liz Stevens 

Acolyte    Madde Shepherd         Coffee     Gawor & Wiegandt Families 
T Bearer    Susan Akur            Nursery    Kim & Shelby 
        Alayna Miller           Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist    Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly    
Lector 1    Jackie Leonard  
Lector 2    Taylore Price          
Prayers    Carla Spencer           

 
Feb 25 
8 AM    Lector – Phil Wheeler, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Michael Bentley, Jim McGlothlin 

Acolyte    Grant Rucker           Coffee     Tricia Champion, JoAnn Criscione 
T Bearer    Grace Gawor           Nursery    Ann Bird, Butch Johnstone 
        Now Now Kenyi          Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Rick Stevens  
Lector 2    Carla Spencer          
Prayers    JoAnn Criscione                             

           
Mar 4   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Cole Mattox            Ushers     Samson Mamour, Wasuk Kenyi 

Acolyte    Poni Kenyi             Coffee     Art Tatman, Gail Fields, Delisha Downey 
T Bearer    Maddie Linkous          Nursery    Jessica Price, JoAnn Criscione 
        Evan Miller            Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist    Dick Willis             Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1    Art Tatman 
Lector 2    Avis Aheron         
Prayers    Liz Stevens                 

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 


