
A March 10 public forum on the topic 
of designating an Episcopal Church 
mission station near Newport Beach’s 

Lido Isle has been called by the Standing 
Committee in accordance with diocesan ca-
nonical and procedural requirements.

Representatives of four neighboring Epis-
copal congregations — St. Michael and All 
Angels, Corona del Mar; St. John the Divine, 
Costa Mesa; St. Wilfrid of York, Huntington 
Beach; and St. Mary’s, Laguna Beach — are 
invited to comment at the Saturday forum, set 
for 10 a.m. at St. George’s Episcopal Church, 
23802 Avenida de la Carlota, Laguna Hills. 
The forum was set Jan. 24 at the first 2018 
meeting of the Standing Committee, chaired 
by the Rev. Abel Lopez of Messiah, Santa 
Ana.

Requesting official recognition as a mis-
sion station are leaders of the congregation 
of St. James’ the Great who seek to restore 
services in church buildings at 3209 Via Lido, 
the congregants’ previous church home that 
in recent years has been mired in property 
disputes.

In an accord reached last fall, Bishop Di-

ocesan John H. Taylor, Newport Beach priest 
Cindy Evans Voorhees, and then-Standing 
Committee President Rachel Anne Nyback 
agreed to diocesan procedures regarding steps 
necessary prior to the restoration of church 
ministry on site.

Under the canons, decisions to confer mis-
sion status are made by the bishop diocesan. 
In a letter to participants, Taylor wrote: 
“While the decision about mission station 
status is the bishop’s to make in consultation 
with the Standing Committee, the Diocese is 
first to make provisions for a public forum so 
leaders and members of neighboring congre-
gations may support or oppose the proposal 
or just seek more information. The canons 
also stipulate that ‘any person wanting to be 
heard’ should have the opportunity to speak. 
I stress that the purpose of the forum is to 
gauge the appropriateness of establishing a 
new worshiping community within the polity 
of our Diocese in coastal Orange County and 
not to revisit controversies.”

Filed in November, the congregants’ re-
quest to become a mission station has been 
processed in compliance with procedures 
monitored by the diocesan Program Group 
on Mission Congregations, chaired by the 
Very Rev. Canon Kelli Grace Kurtz of St. 
John’s, La Verne. 

“As a mission station they would come 
under the direct supervision of the bishop as 
they make their way towards application to 
be admitted as a mission congregation at Di-
ocesan Convention,” Kurtz said. ?

Called to the Wall
Lenten Via Crucis Pilgrimage 
in support of immigrants’ rights

Saturday, February 17
Stations of the Cross will begin at 7:30 
a.m. at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul,
Echo Park (Los Angeles). Pilgrims will 
caravan by car to the U.S. – Mexico 
border with stops at Anaheim, Lemon 
Grove and Friendship Park. Pilgrims may 
join at any point in the itinerary.

For more information and the day’s 
schedule, visit bit.ly/2Fxno18
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‘Siguiendo a Cristo” (Following Christ) 
will be the theme of La Feria de Minis-
terios, a Spanish-language ministry fair 

for the Diocese of Los Angeles on Saturday, 
March 3, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Cathedral 
Center of St. Paul, 840 Echo Park Avenue, 
Los Angeles. 

Keynote speak-
er will be Miguel 
A. de la Torre, 
Ph.D., professor 
of Social Ethics 
and Latinix Stud-
ies, a scholar-
activist, ordained 
Southern Baptist 
minister, and au-
thor most recently of Embracing Hopeless-
ness. 

The day’s program will also include mul-
tiple workshops on subjects including “how 
to be a better Christian,” “young leaders 
following Christ,” “how to organize as a 
community,” “mission and ministry in the 
Church,” and more. 

Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce will 
be present throughout the day and will join 
Bishop Diocesan John H. Taylor to celebrate 
the Eucharist. 

There is no charge for the ministry fair, and 
a free lunch will be served. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit www.feriaepisco-
pal.com. 

On the night before La Feria, March 2, 6 
p.m., de la Torre will be featured at a dinner 
and discussion titled “Feeling a Bit Hopeless 
Lately?,” also to be held at the Cathedral 
Center. The evening’s talk, to be conducted 
in English, will focus on “our struggles with 
a God who at times seems mute, demand-
ing solidarity in the midst of perdition and a 
blessing in the midst of adversity.” 

Tickets for this event are $15, which in-
cludes dinner. For information, email to 
latinos@ladiocese.org. For tickets, visit bit.
ly/2naC6Ef. Proceeds will benefit the Program 
Group on Latino Ministries’ scholarship pro-
gram for Latino seminarians. ?

Miguel de la Torre 
will keynote Latino 
Ministry Fair
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St. George’s Church in Laguna Hills will be the site 
of the March 10 forum on a new mission station in 
Newport Beach.
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 —

4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Concert 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

5 p.m. Tesserae: Songs of Salomone Rossi  
All Saints’ Episcopal Church (Chapel) 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 —
7 p.m. Imposition of Ashes & Choral Eucharist 
St. John’s Cathedral  
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 90007 
Information: www.stjohnsla.org

7:30 p.m. Missa Mystica for Ash Wednesday 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday High Mass
St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
122 S. California Avenue, Monrovia 91016 
Information: 626.357.7071

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 —
4 p.m. APU Vocal Jazz Ensemble 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: www.stgregoryschurch.com

9 p.m. Compline
St. John’s Cathedral
514 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles
Information: 213.747.6285

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 —
7:30 p.m. A Service in the style of Taizé 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

Visit www.ladiocese.org for additional events.

Being transfigured
By Diane Jardine Bruce, bishop suffragan 

And Jesus was transfigured before 
them.

In January of 2009 I made my first 
trip to the Holy Land as part of a group of 
priests from the U.S. and England who were 
interested in discerning whether or not we 
could/would lead a future trip to Israel/Pal-
estine. Our own John Conrad co-led this pil-
grimage. 

Our first stop was the top of Mt. Tabor, 
where tradition has it that the transfiguration 
of Jesus took place. There we celebrated the 
Eucharist and were asked for the rest of our 
pilgrimage to consider what needed trans-
forming, transfiguring in our own lives. We 
were asked to carry that question and look 
deeply into ourselves as we walked in the 
footsteps of Jesus culminating in his death on 
the cross.

It was a powerful, prayer-filled time for us 
all. Every time we come to this Gospel les-
son in our reading cycle I can’t help but think 

back to that holy 
time. It prompts 
me to think about 
what needs to be 
transfigured/trans-
formed/changed in me once again. Our jour-
ney of faith does indeed call us to such intro-
spection. 

On this the last Sunday after the feast of 
the Epiphany and the Sunday before Ash 
Wednesday and the start of our Lenten sea-
son,  think about what needs to be trans-
formed/transfigured in you. Do you need to 
be more focused in prayer? Do you need to 
slow down more and take notice of the beau-
ty of God’s creation? Do you need to be more 
grateful for the gifts God has given you? Do 
you need to made amends for wrongs? Do 
you need to forgive others who have hurt or 
harmed you?

May this upcoming season of Lent be a 
time of prayerful discernment for us all. ?

Diane Jardine Bruce

All those interested in Asian ministry 
in the Diocese of Los Angeles are in-
vited to “The Gathering — A Space 

for Asian American Spirituality,” to be held 
on Sunday, Feb. 25, 4:45 – 7 p.m. at the Ca-
thedral Center of St. Paul. A panel conversa-
tion will focus on the topic “Where Do We 
Belong? Finding Our Voice as Asian Ameri-
can Christians.” 

Panelists include Gale Yee, professor emeri-
tus of the Hebrew Bible, Episcopal Divinity 
School; Liz Lin, psychologist and co-founder 
of the Progressive Asian American Chris-
tians movement; Daniel D. Lee, director of 
the Center for Asian American Theology and 

Ministry at Fuller Theological Seminary; and 
the Rev. Peter Huang, associate rector at St. 
Francis Church, Palos Verdes Estates and a 
marriage and family therapist. The Rev. Yein 
Esther Kim of St. Athanasius Church will 
moderate. The event is free and hosted by 
Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles and Bishop 
Diane J. Bruce. 

The program will begin with registration 
and hospitality, followed by the discussion, 
Q & A and a reception. To register, and for 
additional information, contact Peter Huang 
at peter.huang@stfrancispalosverdes.org. The 
Cathedral Center is located at 840 Echo Park 
Avenue, Los Angeles. ?

‘Gathering’ will focus on Asian ministries


