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Loving God, giver of every good gift: Be present with 
your people of St. John’s by the Campus as we search 

for our next rector.

Lord Jesus: Inspire us by your example and bless us 
upon the path ahead.

Holy Spirit: Be our companion in the way and guide us in 
discerning the future that you desire for us. 

Grant us patience and joy as you prepare us and our 
new rector for life together in Christ. 

Amen.

Prayer for Guidance



Who We Are
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We at St John’s by the Campus are, first and 
foremost, a community of faith—dedicated 
through that faith to God’s purpose in and for 
all of us, and in the Church’s important and 
traditional role and mission to be a source of 
welcome, tolerance, education, formation, 
service, advocacy, fellowship, solace and 
comfort. It is our faith home.

Meaningful worship and fellowship 
experiences not only sustain us in our 
faith, but also serve as sources of 
energizing power, calling us to our 
purpose in our daily lives and in what 
we are called to do in our many and 
varied ministries.

Our history and tradition are rich, but it 
is the future that we eagerly look to as 
we move forward. We are currently an 
active Church community, with 110 or 
so in regular Sunday attendance, along 
with midweek services and a variety of 
fellowship opportunities.



The Ames Community 
City and Campus

St. John’s is located in Ames, Iowa, home to more than 66,000 people and 
surrounded by fifteen smaller central-Iowa communities whose people visit 
regularly for work, shopping, entertainment, and worshipping. It is also home 
to Iowa State University, a top research and land-grant institution, the largest 
university in Iowa, and the third largest university in the Big 12 athletic 
conference. Ames has consistently been recognized as a great place to live 
for numerous reasons. Listed are some of the most recent:

• Home of the "Best School District in 
Iowa" (Business Insider, 2017)

• "Top 3 Cities Where Job Growth is 
Happening" (NationalSwell, 2017)

• U.S. City with the Lowest Unemployment 
Rate (Forbes, 2016)

• #9 "Top 10 College Towns to Live In" 
(SmartAsset, 2016)

St. John’s parishioners include an eclectic mix of university students, staff, 
and faculty as well as business professionals, retirees, and families. The 
church is centered in the midst of Campustown and Iowa State University. 
Other community attractions include The Iowa State Center (hub of athletic, 
artistic, and cultural events), Reiman Gardens, Old Town Historic District, and 
the extensive city and regional park system, including 37 city parks and 55 
miles of bike trails.
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Parish History
Our History – In Brief

The Episcopal Parish of Ames, now known as St. John’s by the Campus, traces its 
history to Trinity Mission established in 1876. The first church, a wood frame 
structure on the corner of 5th and Clark in downtown Ames, was replaced in 1930 
by the present stone and brick building, located immediately across from the 
campus of Iowa State University. A major expansion and renovation to the building, 
including the addition of a Parish Hall, was completed in the late 1990s.

Beginning in 1964, the Episcopal Parish of 
Ames consisted of two congregations, St. 
John’s church and St. David’s mission. 
Those entities recombined in 1996. Our 
church or parish has been served by three 
rectors - Fr. Leroy Burroughs, 1919 to 
1961; Fr. Paul Goodland, 1961 to 1991; 
and Fr. Alexander Aiton, 1991 through his 
recent retirement at the end of 2017.

In addition to the close physical proximity to the university, the “by the Campus” part 
of our name comes about as a result of St. John’s official and historical designation 
by the National Church as one of the first Episcopal campus ministries in the 
country—a calling undertaken in the 1920s and continuing to this day as an 
intentional part of our mission.

Photo Credit: Ames Historical Society
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Currently, Holy Eucharist is celebrated each Sunday, with Rite I Eucharist and 
Homily at 8 am and Rite II Eucharist and Sermon at 10 am. The 8 am service is 
quiet and reflective. The Sunday Eucharist at 10 am enjoys a full choir during the 
school year. 

Our pipe organ was refurbished in 2015 through generous stewardship by the 
parish. Music is extremely important in our worship. We are blessed to enjoy the 
guidance of our Organist and Music Director, Dr. Miriam Zach, who was recently 
named as the Charles and Mary Sukup Endowed Artist in Organ at Iowa State 
University. Special services are presented by the choir throughout the liturgical 
year, such as “Lessons & Carols” during Advent and the presentation of “The 
Passion” during Lent.

The annual Blessing of the Animals takes 
place in celebration of St. Francis -
parishioners are invited to bring their pets.

A long-standing quiet and reflective 
lunchtime Eucharist is celebrated on 
Wednesdays. The last two years has seen 
the revival of a monthly healing litany and a 
laying-on of hands just after Sunday 
Eucharist. In recent months, St. John’s 
“Prayerground” - a dedicated space for 
children - has been created in the sanctuary 
so that our younger children can be 
enfolded in the liturgical action of the 
service. During the 10 am service, children 
are invited to join the rector for a Children’s 
Homily.

Liturgical Life
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Ministries

The St. John’s congregation engages in a wide variety of ministries - our web site details 
many and offers information on getting involved. Within St. John’s, we have the prayerful 
communities of the Daughters of the King, the Order of St. Julian, and the Society of St. 
Margaret. Our Monday Daisies visit the needy and bring them flowers from Sunday 
services. We provide communion visits to shut-ins and the hospitalized. We support 
college students through a campus chaplaincy and choir scholarships. St. John’s 
parishioners were instrumental in establishing the Matthew 25 House, a halfway house for 
former prisoners. Some residents of Matthew 25 house regularly attend services at St. 
John’s. 

We minister to the Ames community in numerous ways. Our parishioners volunteer every 
month at the Food at First kitchen and contribute to local food pantries and Giving Tree. 
St. John’s is a member of the Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance program, a 
partnering organization of the United Way. Good Neighbor supports those needing food 
and shelter aid. St. John’s also maintains a representative for Habitat for Humanity of 
Central Iowa and has provided supporting efforts for its activities. Each year, we help run 
an interdenominational Vacation Bible School.

We also minister to our community through our 
church facilities, providing free space for 
community activities, most prominently, the 12-
step programs that meet regularly at St. John’s. 
The Stork’s Nest, which offers education, support, 
and much needed supplies to young, expectant 
mothers, has offices at St. John’s. In addition, 
Ames Town and Gown chamber music 
organization and numerous campus groups use 
St. John’s spaces, and students benefit from our 
parish hall as a quiet study space and tutoring by 
our faculty parishioners. 
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Christian Formation

Christian formation for our youth (ages 4-18) is an essential part of our 
parish at St. John’s. We offer three different Sunday morning classes as 
well as a Sunday evening youth group, Episcopal Youth Community 
(EYC). The Sunday morning offering for our youngest children is Godly 
Play. Its goal is for children to understand how the stories of God’s 
people connect with their own lives and relationships with God. Godly 
Play respects the innate spirituality of children and elicits curiosity and 
imagination while they experience the mystery and joy of God. 
Additionally, our Sunday morning junior and senior high school 
classrooms are focused on the teachings of Christ and making them 
relevant to their lives today. EYC is a time set aside for youth to build 
community through fun and service and to learn that the Church isn’t 
defined by four walls. 

Adult Christian formation at St. John’s 
includes our Sunday morning Adult Forum
between services. We discuss issues 
important to the life of the church as well as 
our personal and spiritual well-being. Other 
adult study groups include midweek Bible 
study, book club, Deepening Faith 
contemplative prayer group, Lenten study 
led by the Rector, and periodic other events. 
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Fellowship

The foundation of our fellowship is the care for our spiritual well-being through 
worship services throughout the year. Outside of our Sunday, Wednesday, and 
monthly healing services, we offer Sunday school classes for our youth and 
adult education from 9 am – 10 am between Sunday morning services.

Our community cares for the emotional well-
being of one another. Parishioners gather in the 
Parish Hall before, between, and after services 
to talk, share ideas, and share our friendship. 
Throughout the years we have had other 
gatherings such as casual “happy hours” hosted 
at a parishioner’s home, attending an Iowa 
Cubs baseball game, and Oktoberfest 
celebrations with a potluck and bonfire. 

Our youth experience fellowship in 
community and service through EYC. They 
get to grow in faith with other kids their age 
through Diocesan-wide events such as 
Happening, New Beginnings, and the 
annual ski trip. The Chaplaincy fosters 
fellowship for our college-aged 
parishioners. Students often go out to eat 
together after Sunday services. The past 
year has seen the creation of a Bible study 
by and for our college students to grow in 
faith and community.
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Finances & Stewardship
Finances

The financial picture of St John’s by the Campus for 2017 appears below. As with many 
parishes, increasing costs along with flat or declining income is an ongoing concern. We 
certainly feel blessed to be able to enjoy a substantial and beautiful physical facility that is 
debt free. In addition to our pledge and smaller miscellaneous income sources, we are 
equally blessed to be able to use the income from a $1.33M endowment. Not surprisingly, 
our largest expense items are personnel and the operation of the physical plant. Currently, 
there are no major renovations planned, although normal wear and tear following our last 
major remodeling project is beginning to become apparent and will have to be dealt with.

Stewardship

Going back over the past 25 years or so, our stewardship efforts and practices have been 
traditional in nature. The standard approach to annual pledge campaign/giving has been 
faithfully undertaken. The recently completed Congregational Assessment Tool calculates 
that pledge giving to St John’s, relative to income, is at a rate of 2.1%. Our goal would be to 
increase that rate toward the 3.0% level.

Two very successful capital campaigns—the first, a $1.4M major remodel/renovation project, 
some 20 years ago; and the second, a $180k organ rebuild, completed last year—indicate 
the willingness of our parish family to step forward when necessary to help complete at least 
a portion of our mission.

The management of our funds over the years has been solidly undertaken by the 
responsible and talented budget and endowment committees reporting to vestry and clergy. 
Of course, many in our parish family give of their time and talent. We appreciate their gifts 
and ministries as we continue to encourage and support their efforts.

INCOME
Pledge/Giving Income: $266,716
Endowment Income Used :  $63,272
Misc. Income: $16,775
Total Income: $346,763

EXPENSES
Personnel: $229,378
Operation of Physical Plant :  $29,939
Misc. Expenses :  $87,446
Total Expenses :  $346,763



The Path Ahead
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We seek a rector who will:

• help us develop a spirit and structure for calling and equipping us for new 
ministries;

• inspire us to use our talents to build an identity of who we are as the 
Anglican presence in our community;

• guide us in nurturing meaningful relationships, perhaps through small 
groups or new outreach projects;

• work with us all in a cooperative, listening way, fostering mutual respect 
and dignity;

• inspire new opportunities for leadership and worship;

• facilitate needed and desired changes in an empathetic way, challenging 
us when we need it!

We seek someone to love us -
someone who will walk alongside us in discerning 

our journey and expressions of faith. 



Rector Search Committee

James Fisher (chair), 
Nicola Bowler, Bill Gutowski, 

Michael Howell, 
Greta Muller Levis, Chris Moon, 

Wendy Nutini, Ian Warren
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