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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and 
President of the House of Deputies Gay 
Jennings issued a letter Jan. 22 calling 

on Episcopalians to join in an Ash Wednesday 
(Feb. 14) day of prayer “devoted to meditating 
on the ways in which we in the church have 
failed to stand with women and other victims 
of abuse and harassment and to consider, as 
part of our Lenten disciplines, how we can re-
double our work to be communities of safety 
that stand against the spiritual and physical 
violence of sexual exploitation and abuse.”

Curry and Jennings evoked the biblical 
story of King David’s daughter Tamar who 
was raped by her half-brother Amnon (2 
Samuel 13:1-22): “It is a passage in which a 
conspiracy of men plots the exploitation and 
rape of a young woman,” they wrote. “She 
is stripped of the power to speak or act, her 
father ignores the crime, and the fate of the 
rapist, not the victim, is mourned. It is a Bible 
story devoid of justice.

“As our societies have been forced into 
fresh recognition that women in all walks 
of life have suffered unspoken trauma at the 
hands of male aggressors and harassers, we 
have become convinced that the Episcopal 
Church must work even harder to create a 
church that is not simply safe, but holy, hu-
mane and decent. ... We must also commit 
to ending the systemic sexism, misogyny and 
misuse of power that plague the church just 
as they corrupt our culture, institutions and 
governments.”

The presiding officers intend to raise the 
issue of gender-based violence at this sum-
mer’s General Convention. “We want to 
hear the voice of the wider church as we de-
termine how to proceed in both atoning for 
the church’s past and shaping a more just fu-
ture.” 

The full text of the letter (in English and 
Spanish) is online at bit.ly/2DxDM4W. ?
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Registration is now open for the ECW 
Annual Meeting, “Angels on the Go,” 
to be held Saturday, February 24, 9 

a.m. – 1:30 p.m., at the Cathedral Center of 
St. Paul in Echo Park (Los Angeles). 

New officers will be elected at the business 
meeting, followed by speakers highlighting 
two important ECW ministries: the Bishop 
Talton Deacon’s Education Fund and Neigh-
borhood Youth Association.

The program also will include overviews of 
all of ECW’s affiliated ministries, and some of 
the special grants available for Medical Min-
istries and the Emergency Medical Grants for 

individuals. 
Eucharist will be celebrated by Bishop John 

H. Taylor, who will install new officers and 
board members for the 2018 – 2021 term.

Women from around the diocese are in-
vited to discover what ECW can offer their 
congregations, network with old friends and 
new, and enjoy a Mediterranean buffet lunch 
catered by Pig and Pepper Kitchen. 

Cost for the day including program and lun-
cheon is $40 in advance and $45 at the door. 
For more information and the day’s schedule, 
and to register, visit conta.cc/2G9jsVb or con-
tact Christine Budzowski at 310.948.0056. ?
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ECW annual meeting will highlight 
ministries to and by diocese’s women

Six ordained to priesthood
Bishop John H. Taylor ordained six to the priesthood Jan. 13 in a 
service at St. John’s Cathedral. From left, new priests are: Mark 
Bradshaw, Robin Wolf Kassabian, Edward Milkovich, Elizabeth 
McQuitty, Holly Cardone, and Gethin Wied. Bishop Suffragan 
Diane Jardine Bruce celebrated the Eucharist, and the Very Rev. 
Canon Michael Archer preached. Also pictured is Canon to the 
Ordinary Melissa McCarthy, who took part in the service. The 
new priests decided at their pre-ordination retreat with Archer that they didn’t want to take themselves too 
seriously, so five of them showed their lighter side by wearing red Converse sneakers to the ordination; the 
sixth chose red satin pumps, as photographed by Bishop Taylor (above right).
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E 
— through THURSDAY, MARCH 29 —

Tuesday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
The Art of Protest: 
Epiphany and the Culture of Empowerment
The Church of the Epiphany
2808 Altura Street, Los Angeles 90031
Information: 323.337.9931

— SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 —
5 p.m. Choral Evensong for Epiphany 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

5:30 p.m. Taizé Eucharist 
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church 
1251 Las Posas Road, Camarillo 93010 
Information: 805.482.8831

— SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 —
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Abundant Table Open Farm  
McGrath Family Farm 
1012 West Ventura Boulevard, Camarillo 
Information: lisa.devine@yahoo.com

5 p.m. Latin Vigil Mass 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
7501 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 90046 
Information: 323. 876.2102

— SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 —
4:30 p.m. Solemn Evensong & Organ Concert 
St. James’ in-the-City Church 
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010 
Information: 213.388.3417

5 p.m. Tesserae: Songs of Salomone Rossi – 
Harmony for Humanity 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church (Chapel) 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 —
7:30 p.m. Missa Mystica for Ash Wednesday 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

Visit www.ladiocese.org for additional events.

Helping in the wake of disaster
By Melissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary

Memento Mori” (“Remember death”) 
will be the theme of the Lent 2018 
session of Versed, a series of Bible-

based conversations be-
tween young adults (ages 
18 – 30) and the bishops of 
the Diocese of Los Angeles 
and other church leaders on 
Tuesday nights, 7:30  – 9:30 
p.m., Feb. 27 –  March 20.

All sessions will be held at the Cathedral 
Center of St. Paul, 840 Echo Park Avenue, 
Los Angeles. The cost of $40 per person for 
the series includes dinner each Tuesday.

Session dates and topics are:

u Tuesday, Feb. 27: “Death Wrapped in Cre-
ation.” We know we will die. How does an 
expiration date augment how we live? 

u Tuesday, March 6: “To Be 
Forgotten.” Is legacy an im-
portant aspect of life?  
u Tuesday, March 13: 
“Fear, Grief and Loss with 
the Dead and Dying.” When 

death overturns life, where is the light? 
u Tuesday, March 20: “Cheapness of Life.” 
Are we sensitive to death or just to personal 
loss? 

For more about the program, and to regis-
ter, visit bit.ly/2F8pTGG. ?

Lent 2018 ‘Versed’ to consider aspects of death

When a friend or loved one is griev-
ing or in pain, one of the most diffi-
cult things for those of us who wit-

ness what they experience is finding the right 
words to say and the right ways to be with 
them. What do we say? How do we help? 
We cannot take away the pain that someone 
we care about is experiencing. It can leave us 
feeling powerless.

For us a diocesan community, we have 
watched our friends in Santa Barbara suf-
fering during the Thomas Fire and now the 
devastating mudslides just a few weeks later. 
We all want to help, and I thank all of you 
for your prayers and your generous contribu-
tions to the Fire Relief Fund (edlafirehelp.org) 
It is making a difference!  

In addition, and in response to the Thom-
as Fire and mudslides, a colleague sent me 
a document titled “How to Help,” by Car-
olynn Spezza. Spezza wrote it after she and 
her family lost their home in the Valley fire 
of 2015. In this document she gives several 

ways to help. Here are a 
few: Support the debris 
removal; listen; show up 
and help clean; ask how 
you can help even if 
you live far away; bring 
meals; share meals; lend essentials; gather gift 
cards; and know that it is not too late. It will 
not be too late for at least two years.

These are some practical ways you can help 
from near or from far away. The main thing 
for us is to find a way to help as we watch 
what continues to be one of the worst disas-
ters Southern California, and certainly Santa 
Barbara County, has experienced. 

This morning in our collect we ask God 
to hear our prayers and to grant us peace. 
Keep praying and keep the faith. God’s peace 
is with us always and the people who have 
gone through so much in this fire and mud-
slide season need our prayers. Pray God will 
grant them peace in all they endure. Pray the 
grace of the Epiphany light will be a light of 
transforming love for all.  ?
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