
 

 The Church of the Nativity January 17, 2018 
Our Mission: 

God’s family at the historic Church of the Nativity is joyfully and energetically committed to sharing Christ’s 
love and healing by proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel through worship and service to the world.  

On Ash Wednesday we will step onto a Lenten path of prayer, repentance 
and self-examination. Frederick Buechner has some advice for the 
journey. He says, “Jesus spent forty days asking himself what it meant to 
be Jesus. During Lent, Christians are supposed to ask one way or another 
what it means to be themselves.” He offers a list of questions for the 
quest: 

If you had to bet everything you have on whether there is a God or 
whether there isn't, which side would get your money and why? 

When you look at your face in the mirror, what do you see in it that you most like and who do 
you see in it that you most deplore? 

If you had only one last message to leave to the handful of people who are most important to 
you, what would it be in 25 words or less? 

Of all the things you have done in your life, which is the one you would most like to undo? 
Which is the one that makes you happiest? 

Is there any person in the world, or any cause, that, if circumstances called for it, you would 
be willing to die for? 

If this were the last day of your life, what would you do with it? 

Buechner concludes, “To hear yourself try to answer questions like these is to begin to hear 
something not only of who you are but of both what you are becoming and what you are 
failing to become.” 
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Nativity Seekers Class, 2018 

These classes are for those who wish to be Confirmed, Received or those wishing to reaffirm their Baptismal Covenants. Join us! 

Sunday morning, 10:00-10:45, Bibb Chapel unless otherwise noted. 

Some topics are subject to change; leaders will be announced. 

February 11 The Church Year 

February 14 Ash Wednesday 

February 18 Paul-Gordon Chandler 

February 25 What Makes Us Episcopalians? Scripture,  

  Tradition, Reason 

March 11 Holy Scripture  

March 18 The Book of Common Prayer 

March 25 Palm Sunday   

March 31 The Great Easter Vigil, Saturday evening 

April 1   Easter 

April 8  Church Music 

April 15  Holy Baptism  

April 22  Holy Eucharist 

April 29  The other Sacraments 

May 6   Serving in the Church and in the World 

May 9   Wednesday night supper, rehearse for       

  Confirmation 

May 13   Bishop’s visit 

http://tiny.cc/nathsvhome


 

"Random Acts of Kindness" youth 
small group sorting and delivering 

the gifts to DHR. 

WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 31 

5:30 IN RIDLEY HALL 
Preview of the Paul-Gordon Chandler event. Presented by members of the Spiritual Development 

Committee. 

Children’s Activity in Angel Lane 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS BY CALLING CHURCH OFFICE 256-533-2455 OR SIGNING UP ONLINE AT 

NATIVITY-HSV.ORG. DINNER RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED AND NURSERY RESERVATION REQUIRED 

BY TUESDAY AT NOON 

 

Portrait Presentation  

& 

Reception 
In honor of  Andy Anderson, 11th Rector 

of   

The Church of  the Nativity 
 

Sunday, January 21, 2018 

2:00pm-4:00pm 

Ridley Hall 

All are welcome! 

 

Enjoy this opportunity to meet portrait 

artist Maggie Little and visit with        

Andy & Tippy.  

Meet our seminarian: Marion Sprott-Goldson  
Greetings, Nativity! I am excited about spending this year with you as 

your seminarian. I am currently a second-year student at Sewanee, having 

moved to Tennessee from Charlotte, North Carolina. However, I am not 

from North Carolina, but from a small town outside of Columbia, South 

Carolina. I studied piano performance at The University of South 

Carolina and hold bachelor and master degrees. I was a voice coach and 

accompanist for many years, and enjoyed working with talented high 

school students when I was on staff at The Fine Arts Center in 

Greenville, South Carolina.  

As I continued to discern God’s call in my life, I took a position at my 

home church, St. Martin’s - Charlotte, NC, as the parish administrator. I 

was interested in exploring my call to the priesthood by situating myself 

in the heart of the day-to-day life of the parish.  

Since coming to Sewanee for seminary, I have been enjoying the ins and 

outs of being a full-time student again. I have served as a sacristan to the 

Chapel of the Apostles for a year, and this year I will be the Head 

Sacristan. The duty of the sacristan is to prepare the space for daily 

worship, and to be prepared to fill in if there is someone absent. In 

addition to classes and sacristan duties, I also sing in Schola, the 

seminary’s select choir. My wife, Amanda, and I also enjoy the close-knit 

community that comes with living in Sewanee.  

Seminary life is full, and I am thrilled that Nativity will be a part of my 

time. I look forward to worshipping and being a part of the life that you 

all share together. 



 

Paul-Gordon Chandler's books "In Search of a Prophet - A Spiritual Journey with Kahil Gibran" and 
"Pilgrims on a Muslim Road - Exploring a New Path betrween two Faiths" are on sale in                   

The Greene Street Market Store now! 

Store hours are 10:00 AM - 2:00pm Monday - Friday and 10:00 - 12:00 on Sunday. 

 



 

Children’s Formation Lego Drive 

Got Legos? Have a box of 
abandoned Legos taking up 
precious closet space? Children's 
formation would love to have 
them!  

During Lent, our children's 
Wednesday night study will be 
Building Faith Brick by Brick, a 
program centered around using 
Legos to explore faith and 
spirituality. If you have Legos to 
pass on, please contact 
mcoe@nativity-hsv.org.  

Thank you! 

 

 

The Eucharist Instruction Class for first graders 
& older children who missed it will be held 
January 7 through February 11. 

Madeline Mullins will introduce our first graders 
to the Episcopal Eucharist in a fun, engaging 
way, teaching about why we do things in church 
the way we do. The class helps children better 
understand church services and participate in 
them more fully.  

Classes begin on January 7 and continue 
January 14, 21 and 28. Class meets in the 
Children's Chapel during Sunday school, 10.00 to 10.50. On February 11th, 
first grade families will have special seating at the 8.45 service. We ask 
that each child bring a parent with them to this class as we talk about    
family and family traditions. 

Questions, mcoe@nativity-hsv.org.  

mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org


 

Small Groups  

EVERYONE is welcome at 
any of the small groups 
regardless of whether you are 
signed up or not! It is    helpful 
if you would let us know if you 
are planning to attend so we 
have enough supplies prepared! Hope to see you all there! 

Jammin' with Jesus January 21, 28 & February 4 3:30pm - 
5:00pm @ The LOFT. 

HIGH SCHOOL BOWLING NIGHT 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19TH 

Meet at AMF and bowl from 
4:30pm-6:30pm!  Snacks will 

be provided.  Please text 
Sarah(256-783-1805) to let 
her know you’ll be there! 



 



 

 
January 26, 2018 7:00pm 

Michael Weinberg, baritone and 
Christian Crocker, tenor 

Elizabeth LaJeunesse, piano 
 

February 11, 2018 5:00pm 
Choral Evensong for the Last   Sun-

day after the Epiphany 
 

March 16, 2018 7:00pm 
Patrick Scott, organ 

 
 May 20, 2018 5:00pm 
Nativity Choir Spring Concert 

 
June 3, 2018 5:00pm 

Choral Evensong 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

 A Season for Spiritual Growth: Tuesdays at Noon 

LENTEN NOONDAY SERVICES 

Let part of your Lenten journey include the 30 minute Noonday service on Tuesdays, 12:05-12:35 pm in Bibb 

Chapel.  Come hear sermons given by visiting clergy and benefit from the quiet reflection at midday.  Services begin 

Tuesday, Feb. 20, and continue on Tuesdays until March 20. Visiting clergy are Episcopal, United Methodist, and 

Catholic presenting a variety of thought-provoking sermons! 

-The Rev. Susan Sloan-retired Episcopal priest-former Rector of  St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Huntsville, AL 

-The Rev. Matthew Lewis – Associate at Christ Church Cathedral Episcopal, Nashville, TN 

-The Rev. Ed Bacon- retired Episcopal priest – author, former Rector of All Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena, CA 

-The Rev. Mitchell Williams – Sr. Pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church  Huntsville, AL 

-Fr. Phil O’Kennedy -Pastor at Good Shepherd Catholic Church, former Pastor at St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church Madison, AL 

 

A complete schedule will appear in the next STEEPLE and on the Nativity website nativity-hsv.org 

Sponsored by the Spiritual Development Committee 



 

“YAMS” 

Young Adults, Married and Single 

We will gather on  

Monday, January 22, 5:30pm 

 location TBA.   

Email Bonnie for more  

information:  

 bmccrickard@nativity-hsv.org 

The Nativity Cursillo community invites you to an informational dinner 

Several hundred people from Nativity and over 8,000 parishioners in the Diocese of Alabama have 
attended a Cursillo weekend and used this experience to enhance their spiritual lives. If you are interested in 

learning more about the Cursillo community, we invite you to attend a no-pressure informational dinner. 

  WHEN: Sunday, January 28, 2017 

  TIME:  5:30 pm 

  WHERE: Nancy & Skipper Colin’s home 

  2702 Trailway Rd SE, Huntsville 35801 

   

  REPLY: david.r.collette@gmail.com, if you will be attending 

The Mission Guild 

will meet Monday, 

January 22, at 10 am 

in Joffrion Library. 

Judy Quick from 

Episcopal Relief   & 

Development will 

give a very informative talk on ways 

we can help ER&D. All are welcome! 

Melissa Kirkindall and Vera Allen will 

provide refreshments. Please bring 

bingo prizes for the Aquarius Club. 

Questions, Joan East 

joaneast@knology.net   

mailto:bmccrickard@nativity-hsv.org


 

Stewardship of Creation Tip - Making a space for nature  

Contributed by Dave Chadwick 

When we moved back from England in 2015 we moved into a house on the side of Monte Sano. The 

back yard is a steep slope with a jumble of rocks and trees and it was apparent that no-one had been 

back there for a long time! Not surprising as under the canopy it appeared to be an impenetrable jun-

gle of brambles, poison ivy and rotting fallen trees. Over the last few years I have worked to clear out 

some of the undergrowth and fallen trees and cut a couple of wide pathways (we would call them 

“rides” in England) back up the mountain. I am convinced this cleanup has led to an increase in the 

diversity of plant and animal life that our little patch on the mountain supports. 

With more light getting to the ground we have had many more wildflowers in the spring, and more natural seed plants for the birds 

to feed on in the fall and winter. As I write this a mixed flock of House Finches and Goldfinches (and the odd Purple Finch that 

we only seem to see on the coldest days) are busy feeding on the left over seed heads. The Red Bellied and Downy Woodpeckers 

are busy exploring the tree branches as the Chipmunks scurry around beneath with cheeks puffed up with their trove of nuts. 

It’s a bit of a paradox for me, as in my home country of England where back yards (“gardens”) are typically much smaller, every 

square inch is cultivated for a specific purpose. You are actually encouraged by wildlife experts to create a small “wild” area for 

nature that is not completely manicured! In Alabama, the opposite seems to be true, and cleaning up a part of an untamed wilder-

ness can be beneficial to wildlife. 

If you have some overgrown wilderness in your backyard, my tips would be: 

 Cut a wide path through the undergrowth to let the sunlight get to the ground 

 Allow natural seed bearing plants and flowers to flourish and then die back naturally  

 Clear it out every couple of years – mid-winter is a good time to do this 

 Leave a few brush piles around as shelter for wildlife 

Was you New Year's 
resolution to give back to 

Nativity and your 
community?  We need 

YOU !!   

Volunteer for the Greene 
Street Market - store or 

outdoor market.  

Please contact Marilyn Evans 
256 682 4429.  

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=r9bG8xtpXiW/2XFgrM+QTQ==&site=99037&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3917&EventID=145817&sn=99037


 

 

Huntsville Assistance        

Program (HAP) 

HAP Sunday is February 4th 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

We pray for those whom prayers have been requested: 
 
 Buddy Goodwin, David Collette, Bill Apping, Bob Ward, Trice Hinds, Fred Stucky, Meredith Carlton 

Yessick, Anne Boles, Charles East, Joel Nitz, Shelley Campbell Coxwell, Jody Mowrer, Suzy Naumann, Eva 
Nave, Jane Booth, Sandra Clements, Norlene Wolford, Prentice White, JoAnn Moorman, Tommie Taylor, 
Gerry Nitz, Ted Bledsoe, Bill Martin, Kevin Wahl, Cecelia Duncan, Bill Nettles, Leigh Wahl, Heidi Foreman, 
Tom Hodge, David Phillips, Robert McClain, Joan Bennett, Tom Booth, Elsie Olsen 

 
 

We pray for the departed: 
   Sarah James, Rose Sidick, Marsha Samples, Gary Woodard, Gene Askins, Margaret Bell Crow, Lesie 

Crowson and Richard Sprott  
 
We pray for those deployed/serving with the Military:  

 

Kenneth Vandervoort US Navy, Middle East 
 Denver Colin  Afghanistan 
 
We give thanks for birthdays of our children:  

 

1/18 William Courtney  1/18 Finn Webb                          1/18   Jackson Allen             1/19 Riley Jane Ragland 

1/20 Aiden Copeland 1/22 Florence Pate                     1/22   James Gullion            1/29  Evelyn Roche 

1/30 Drake Allen 1/31 Mary Virginia Cowan 1/31 Emery Windham         2/1 Caroline Avolese 

2/3 John Bohan 2/4 Alice Malone 2/6 Cameron Pinson  

NEXT AVAILABLE DATE FOR 
BAPTISM  

The next opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism will be Saturday, 
March 31 at the Easter Eve Vigil.  

Please call Rev. Bonnie McCrickard, 
256-533-2455 ext. 222 if you have a 
child (or adult) you would like to have 
baptized at that time. 

Keep us in the know!  

Please help us keep our files up 

to date! If you have moved, 

changed your email address or 

have a new phone number 

please let us know. Contact 

Emily Rodgers  at  erodg-

ers@nativity-hsv.org or by call-

ing the Church office  256-533-

2455 ext.204. Thank you! 

Social Media– Don’t forget to connect 

with us on social media! You can find us 

on Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/nativityhsv/ on 

Instagram nativityhsv and on Twitter 

@nativityhsv, and remember to use 

#wearenativityhsv when sharing photos!  

Nativity Membership 
Updates 

Transfers Out: 

James A. Brown 

Christ Church, New Haven, CT 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you” Numbers 6:24
-25  

Parish  Financial Report 

Period Ending 12/31/2017 

 
CURRENT 

MONTH 
BUDGET for 

PERIOD ACTUAL YTD BUDGET YTD 

     

Pledges Re-
ceived  $    156,512.93   $    103,666.64   $    1,206,745.15   $ 1,255,500.00  

Plate   $      26,514.84   $        6,666.67   $       142,883.14   $      80,000.00  

Other Revenues  $      16,450.66   $      10,292.01   $       114,815.79   $    122,000.00  

TOTAL  $    199,478.43   $    120,625.32   $    1,464,444.08   $ 1,457,500.00  

     

Diocesan, School of 
Theology, & Out-
reach  $      40,991.95   $      25,040.65   $       300,400.59   $    300,488.00  

Personnel  $      56,959.61   $      72,624.99   $       789,932.32   $    871,500.00  

Other Expenses  $      37,376.27   $      23,443.97   $       278,428.39   $    285,450.00  

TOTAL  $    135,327.83   $    121,109.61   $    1,368,761.30   $ 1,457,438.00  

     

NET  $      64,150.60   $         (484.29)  $         95,682.78   $            62.00  

mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information
mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information


 

h STEEPLE is published the two 

times each month. To submit events 
or articles, bring them to the church 

office or email:  

vhinton@nativity-hsv.org 
The deadline for the next issue is 

12:00pm, Monday, February 5 

CLERGY & STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe 
Interim Rector 

The Rev. Bonnie McCrickard 
Associate  

The Rev. Robert A. Serio, M.D. 
Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. Basye Holland-Shuey 
Spiritual Direction 

 

The Rev. Van Foreman 
Assisting Priest 

 

Christian Crocker 
Choirmaster and Organist 

Lane Tutt 
Adult Christian Formation 

Sarah Watts 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

Mary Coe 
Children’s Formation 

Amy Brooks 
Assistant Children & Youth 

Ministries Coordinator 
Audrey Clayton 

Nursery Coordinator 
John Buyse 

Property Manager 
Marlin Wilder 

Sexton 
Regina Milton 
Weekend Sexton 
Sally Stockton 

Kitchen Coordinator 
Beverly Franklin 
Finance Manager 
Amy Kennedy 

Worship & Ministry Assistant 
Vicky Hinton 

Communications 
Emily Rodgers 

Administrative Office Assistant  
Prentice White 

Verger/ Wedding Coordinator 
 

WARDENS’ COUNCIL 
Donald Christian - Sr. Warden 
Grant Thomson - Jr. Warden 

Paul Bonner - Treasurer 
Don Evans -  Assistant Treasurer  
Jason Angelichio - Finance chair 

Dottie Crawford   
Clerk and Stewardship Ministries  

Wendy Wilson– At Large 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY  
A member of the clergy is always on 
call. If you need assistance from a 

priest outside office hours, the 
number to call In Case of an Emergency 
Only is  256.533.7007. All other calls 

including church or building and 
grounds issues should be directed to 

the main phone 256.533.2455 to leave 
a message for a priest to respond. 

Church of the Nativity, Episcopal 
208 Eustis Avenue SE   Huntsville  AL  35801 

256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374 
nativity-hsv.org 

2018 Altar Flower Dedications 

Your Name:______________________________________  

Phone #: ________________________________ 

Date desired: _____________________________________ 

Name(s) for dedication: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________ 

Please choose one:  

__ in loving memory of…   __in thanksgiving for…    

__in celebration of…           __in honor of... 
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES  ___NO         

Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES   ___NO 
 

Dedications are $40 each or $20 if shared.  

Make check payable to:  

Nativity Flower Guild and mail your check along with this form to: 

Andrea Vandervoort 

434 Locust Ave. Huntsville, AL 35801 

Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673 

mailto:gsommer@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Steeple%20connect
http://nativity-hsv.org

