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The seventh annual Lenten Via Crucis 
pilgrimage from Los Angeles to the 
U.S. - Mexico border will be held on 

Saturday, Feb. 17, beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
Bishop John H. Taylor of the Diocese of 

Los Angeles and Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori of the Diocese of San Diego will lead 
members of their dioceses on the day-long 
journey, which will draw attention to the 
plight of immigrants, remembering that Jesus 
was once a refugee and an immigrant. 

Pilgrims will begin with Stations of the 
Cross at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul in 
Los Angeles and proceed by private-car cara-
van to St. Michael’s, Anaheim for additional 
stations. The next stop will be at St. Philip’s 
Church in Lemon Grove, where lunch will 
be served for all pilgrims. Pilgrims will pro-
ceed to Friendship Park, where they will walk 
along the beach to the border wall. Once 
there, Taylor will celebrate the Eucharist on 
the U.S. side of the border; Jefferts Schori will 
celebrate on the Mexico side. 

All are welcome to join in at any of the 
stops; participants should bring water, wear 
comfortable shoes and sun protection, and be 
prepared for about a half-hour to 45-minute 
walk over sand to and from the border. The 
day will conclude at about 4 p.m. For an ap-
proximate schedule, visit bit.ly/2mQ8mwg.  ?

Annual ‘Via Crucis’ 
will highlight plight 
of immigrants

The congregation of Church of the An-
gels, Pasadena, held their normal Sun-
day services Jan. 14 in spite of damage 

done to the historic 1889 church by vandals 
two nights before.

According to the Rev. Robert Gaestel, long-
time rector of the church, the vandals broke off 
the arms of a stone angel sculpture outside the 
church and scrawled graffiti on it and on pav-
ing stones on the patio. They broke a window 
in order to enter the church, where they used 
hymnals and prayer books as kindling to set a 
fire, which destroyed the antique carved wood-
en angel lectern and burnt four pews. The 
intruders tipped over the baptismal font and 
tried to pry the wooden pulpit from the wall.

No one was hurt in the incident, according 
to Gaestel, who noted that similar fires and 

graffiti — a Bible verse that references “graven 
images” — have defaced several other church-
es in Los Angeles County in the past year.

In what Gaestel described as a miracle, two 
young men visiting in the area who were out 
for a late walk noticed the smoke, saw the fire 
through the church windows, and shouted for 
help, which brought Gaestel from his nearby 
home. Los Angeles and Pasadena firefighters 
quickly extinguished the blaze, preventing 
damage to the church’s structure. The organ, 
an iconic stained glass window over the altar 
and other furnishings also were spared.

“There was an outpouring of support and 
concern from the diocese, neighboring par-
ishes, our immediate neighbors, and other 
members of the community,” said Gaestel.  
“Neighbors jumped in to make temporary 

repairs like boarding up the window and 
brought material for graffiti removal. Others 
have offered resources to repair the damaged 
articles. Random people dropped by and ex-
pressed concern and made monetary gifts.”

At the Sunday services, the Rev. Canon Me-
lissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary, repre-
sented Bishop John H. Taylor, who also visit-
ed the church on Saturday morning to survey 
the damage and offer support.

Church of the Angels, a historic landmark 
modeled on an English country church, is 
considered one of the architectural gems of 
the Diocese of Los Angeles. 

To contribute to the church’s restoration, 
visit www.coa-pasadena.org/giving. ?
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Congregation 
rallies after vandals 
damage Pasadena’s 
Church of the Angels

above: robert gaestel, rector of Church of the angels, 
Pasadena, points out damage done to the historic 
church by vandals on jan. 13. at right: The lectern, a 
solid-oak carving that dates to the church’s 1889 
construction, is pictured before and after the fire in 
photos by parishioner Leigh Torgerson.
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— through Thursday, march 29 —

Tuesday - Saturday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
The art of protest: 
epiphany and the culture of empowerment
The Church of the Epiphany
2808 Altura Street, Los Angeles 90031
Information: 323.337.9931

— sunday, January 21 —
2 p.m. Duetto: duets operatic & popular 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church 
3590 Grand View Blvd., Los Angeles 90066 
Information: stbedesla.org/music

4 p.m. concert: organ and flute 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815 
Information: www.stgregoryschurch.com

4 p.m. evensong in epiphany  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
122 South California Avenue, Monrovia 91016
Information: 626.357.7071

5 p.m. Jazz vespers with russell ferrante 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena 91101 
Information: www.russellferrante.com

— wednesday, January 24 —
7:40 p.m. global warming & climate change 
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church  
3590 Grandview Blvd., Los Angeles 90066 
Information: bit.ly/2mcJka3

— saTurday, January 27 —
6 - 10 p.m. The Bishop’s Ball 
All Saints Episcopal Church 
504 N Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: 310. 275.0123 
Tickets: www.allsaintsbh.org/calendar/snowball

— sunday, January 28 —
5 p.m. choral evensong for epiphany 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210 
Information: www.allsaintsbh.org

Visit www.ladiocese.org for additional events.

God calls. How do we answer?

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, 

that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous 
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

by diane jardine bruce, bishop suffragan

St. Bede’s Church, in the Mar Vista 
neighborhood of Los Angeles, will 
sponsor a discussion seminar, the third 

of three, on Global Warming and Climate 
Change, facilitated by Marischka Olech Hop-
croft, Ph.D., on Wednesday, 
Jan. 24 at 7:40 p.m. 

Presenter for the event will 
be Mary Nichols, chair of 
the California Air Resources 
Board and a former senior 
warden at St. James in-the-
City Church, Los Angeles, 

who will discuss actions that the State of Cali-
fornia is taking to combat climate change. 

Nichols worked at the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) during the Clinton 
administration, and is former director of the 

UCLA Institute of the En-
vironment and Sustainabil-
ity. 

St. Bede’s Church is lo-
cated at 3590 Grandview 
Blvd, Los Angeles 90066. 
For information call 
310.391.5522. ?

Mary Nichols, Marischka Hopcroft to lead  
seminar on how to respond to climate change

I’ve always loved this collect — it points 
us to the Gospel and the call of Simon 
and Andrew. Jesus was walking along the 

shore of the Sea of Galilee, called to them and 
said, “Follow me and I will make you fish 
for people.” We all know that story, and we 
know that indeed they left their nets and fol-
lowed Jesus.

The question for us today; when do WE 
hear the call of our Savior Jesus Christ? 
Where and how do WE share the good news 
of God in Christ? Sometimes I think Jesus is 
like the person in the commercial, holding the 
cell phone to his ear, asking, “Can you hear 
me now?”

There are so many times a day when our 
Lord and Savior calls to us. It is up to us to 

LISTEN and to RE-
SPOND to the call. I think of the mission and 
ministry we are doing in the diocese — Laun-
dry Love, IRIS, food pantries, cold weather 
shelters, shower programs, fire and mudslide 
relief response. In these and so many more 
ministries we have heard the call and are re-
sponding — letting the world know that Jesus 
is alive in the love we share. The two times I 
walked along the shore of the Sea of Galilee 
I could imagine Jesus calling Simon and An-
drew. I could hear Jesus calling me. As I walk 
along the edge of Echo Park Lake, I hear Jesus 
calling. Maybe you do too in your own con-
text. The question is always how and when 
we will respond. What good news do we have 
to share, and where do we share it? ?


