
 

 The Church of the Nativity January 3, 2018 
Our Mission: 

God’s family at the historic Church of the Nativity is joyfully and energetically committed to sharing Christ’s 
love and healing by proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel through worship and service to the world.  

As we peer into 2018, it is necessary to plan and ponder how the year will 

unfold. And yet, we can get so preoccupied with planning and predicting 

tomorrow that we miss the gift of today. 

The psalmist reminds us, "This is the day that the Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it." (Psalm 118:24) This is the day that the Lord has 

given us. Not yesterday or another day. This day. We hope and pray for more days, better 

days, blessed days.  And through God's grace and mercy, perhaps our prayers will be 

answered. However, for now, the Lord had gifted you and me with this day. 

Frederick Buechner, in “Listening to Your Life”, comments on the gift of today. "In the entire 

history of the universe, let alone in your own history, there has never been another just like it 

and there will never be another just like it again. It is the point to which all your yesterdays 

have been leading since the hour of your birth. It is the point from which all your tomorrows 

will proceed until the hour of your death. If you were aware of how precious it is, you could 

hardly live through it. Unless you are aware of how precious it is, you can hardly be said to be 

living at all." 

This day may be filled with joy or sadness, “busy-ness” or boredom. Or maybe a little of each.  

Rejoice and be glad in it, or weep and be sad in it. Do not let it slip away. This is the day that 

the Lord has made. 

Virginia+ 

h STEEPLE 

Adult Formation Class, Nativity 101 

Sundays, January 7,14, 21,28, Bibb Chapel 

This class is for anyone new to Nativity or anyone interested in a refresher course about the Episcopal Church and the 

Church of the Nativity. This class is the foundation for those who wish to be Confirmed or Received into the        

Episcopal Church. Join us!  

January 7 The History of the Episcopal Church 

January 14 The Book of Common Prayer 

January 21 The History of the Church of the Nativity 

January 28 What we do on Sunday morning and why 

 

Questions: Virginia Monroe, vmonroe@nativity-hsv.org. 

http://tiny.cc/nathsvhome


 

"Random Acts of Kindness" youth 
small group sorting and delivering 

the gifts to DHR. 

WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 31 

5:30 IN RIDLEY HALL 
Preview of the Paul-Gordon Chandler event. Presented by members of the Spiritual Development 

Committee. 

Children’s Activity in Angel Lane 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS BY CALLING CHURCH OFFICE 256-533-2455 OR SIGNING UP ONLINE AT 

NATIVITY-HSV.ORG. DINNER RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED AND NURSERY RESERVATION REQUIRED 

BY TUESDAY AT NOON 



 

January 7 

Regular schedule resumes 

10:00 First grade Eucharist Instruction class 
meets in Children’s chapel, continuing for next 
4 Sundays 

January 31 

5:30 Family Spaghetti Supper followed by Children’s Program in 
Angel Lane 

Club 56 Happenings 

Introducing JYC  
(Junior Youth Community)  

Calling all 5th and 6th 
graders!!  We will 
meet on Sunday 

nights, beginning 
with our kickoff on           

January 7th.            
All 5th-12th graders 
and their parents are 

invited to join us for       appetizers & beach 
games as we come together to kick off a new year 
& new programming. We'll have time to eat some 

good food and play some fun games. We'll also 
split up into 3  separate groups to discuss pro-

gramming & schedules, 5th & 6th graders, 7th-
12th graders, and the        Confirmation Class.  

RSVP to Amy Brooks abrooks@nativity-hsv.org 
by January 3rd.   

Children’s Formation Lego 
Drive 

Got Legos? Have a box of 
abandoned Legos taking up 
precious closet space? 
Children's formation would 
love to have them!  

During Lent, our children's 
Wednesday night study will be 
Building Faith Brick by Brick, a 
program centered around using 
Legos to explore faith and 
spirituality. If you have Legos to 
pass on, please contact 
mcoe@nativity-hsv.org.  

Thank you! 

 

The Eucharist Instruction Class for 
first graders & older children who 
missed it will be held January 7 
through February 11. 

Madeline Mullins will introduce our 
first graders to the Episcopal Eu-
charist in a fun, engaging way, 
teaching about why we do things in 
church the way we do. The class 
helps children better understand 
church services and participate in 
them more fully.  

Classes begin on January 7 and continue January 14, 21 and 
28. Class meets in the Children's Chapel during Sunday school, 
10.00 to 10.50. On February 11th, first grade families will have 
special seating at the 8.45 service. We ask that each child 
bring a parent with them to this class as we talk about    
family and family traditions. 

Questions, mcoe@nativity-hsv.org.  

Many thanks to the children of    

Nativity and all the volunteers 

for  a beautiful 

Christmas     

pageant!  

mailto:abrooks@nativity-hsv.org?subject=JYC
mailto:mcoe@nativity-hsv.org


 

 

JYC & EYC Kickoff  2018 
All 5th-12th graders and their 
parents are invited to join us 
for appetizers & beach games 
as we come together to kick 

off  a new year & new 
programming. We'll have time 

to eat some good food and 
play some fun games. We'll 
also split up into 3 separate 

groups to discuss 
programming & schedules for 

5th & 6th graders, 7th-12th 
graders, and the Confirmation 
Class. RSVP to  Sarah Watts by 

Jan 3rd: 

 swatts@nativity-hsv.org. 

Small Group Schedule  

EVERYONE is welcome at any 
of the following groups 
regardless of whether you are 
signed up or not - it is    helpful 
if you would let us know if you 
are planning to attend so we 
have enough supplies prepared! Hope to see you all there! 

Jammin' with Jesus January 14, 21, 28 & February 4 
3:30pm - 5:00pm @ The LOFT. 

HIGH SCHOOL BOWLING NIGHT 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19TH 

Meet at AMF and bowl from 4:30pm-
6:30pm!  Snacks will be provided.  Please text 
Sarah(256-783-1805) to let her know you’ll be 

there no later than Thurs, Jan 11. 

mailto:swatts@nativity-hsv.org


 

The Spiritual Development Committee   

Presents 

Paul-Gordon Chandler 

February 16, 17 & 18  

at Church of the nativity 

 
The Spiritual Development Committee is thrilled to welcome Paul-Gordon 
Chandler to Nativity this February. Presentations by Paul-Gordon will take place 
at Nativity on Friday, Saturday and during the Church School hour on Sunday the 
18th. Rev. Chandler will also offer the sermon at the 8:45 and 11:00 services that 
morning.   
 
Paul-Gordon Chandler is an author, interfaith advocate, art curator, social        
entrepreneur and US Episcopal priest. An authority on the Middle East and on 
Christian-Muslim relations, he grew up in Senegal, West Africa, and has lived and 
worked extensively in the Middle East and North Africa in leadership roles   
within faith-based publishing, ecumenical relief  and development agencies and 
the Episcopal Church.  From 2003-2013 he was the 
Rector of  the international Episcopal church in Cairo, 
Egypt.  Based now out of  the Chicago area, he is the 
Founder and President of  CARAVAN, an international 
peacebuilding non-profit/NGO that uses the arts to 
build bridges between the creeds and cultures of  the 
Middle East and West.   
 
 
The Spiritual Development Committee will present a 
preview of  the Paul-Gordon Chandler event at the  
January 31st Spaghetti Supper.  
 
 



 

 
January 26, 2018 7:00pm 

Michael Weinberg, baritone and 
Christian Crocker, tenor 

Elizabeth LaJeunesse, piano 
 

February 11, 2018 5:00pm 
Choral Evensong for the Last   

Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

March 16, 2018 7:00pm 
Patrick Scott, organ 

 
 May 20, 2018 5:00pm 
Nativity Choir Spring Concert 

 
June 3, 2018 5:00pm 

Choral Evensong 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

Men’s Wednesday Night Bible Study  
Dear Friends, 

This is an invitation to attend a Men’s Bible Study that will begin on Wednesday, January 10th in 

the first floor library of Joffrion Hall at 6:00 pm. We’ll have three additional sessions on the   

following Wednesdays. The first class will consider “Adam and Atoms” and will reveal – among 

other things - where Vince Gilligan (creator of Breaking Bad) came up with Walter White’s alias 

“Heisenberg”.  

Before you decide, re-read Jesus’s thoughts below. 

“Take this most seriously: a ‘yes’ on earth is ‘yes’ in heaven; a ‘no’ on earth is ‘no’ in   heaven. What you say to one another is eternal. 

I mean this.  

When two of you get together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of it, my  Father in heaven goes into action.  And when 

two or three of you are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.” Matthew 18: 18-20 (The Message) 

So apparently, then, Jesus will be there. Will you? Hope so. 

Charles Morley 

Nativity Women’s Retreat 
With The Rev’d Dr. Virginia Monroe 

February 23-24, 2018 
St. Mary’s Sewanee, Tennessee 

Registration DEADLINE for the retreat is JANUARY  12th 

Double room $100, single room $120 

6 rooms with private bath available in the New Building–single $160,     
double $150 

If you are staying in a private home the price is $65.00.     

We are happy to say we have received lots of reservations but, we have 
room for more!! So get a roommate and sign up! With the holidays coming, 
the deadline for  JANUARY 12th will be here before you know it!! Please 
call Lane Tutt 256-653-7200 with any questions. 

 Register online at https://www.shelbygiving.com/f/f2.asp?
formid=b7eb38cb-4f1f-4e33-9fa8-5b40a97a4bc5 

Or email ltutt@nativity-hsv.org * Checks payable to The Church of        
Nativity (credit card payment available with online registration). 

Art and Literature Sunday School Class:  

Interpreting Genesis  

January 7, 14, 21, 28 February 4 & 11 in Ridley Hall 

Join Jeannie Robison, Walter Thames, and Lynne Vallely as they use thought-provoking texts and works of art to help 

illuminate the stories in Genesis and their meanings. They will use the book Old Testament Figures in Art  as a guide. Click 

here to order the book on Amazon. It is not necessary to purchase the book in order to join this class but it will 

“enhance the experience”.  

Questions, ltutt@nativity-hsv.org 

*Please note that Ted Briggs class will participate in this class through February. 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/f/f2.asp?formid=b7eb38cb-4f1f-4e33-9fa8-5b40a97a4bc5
https://www.shelbygiving.com/f/f2.asp?formid=b7eb38cb-4f1f-4e33-9fa8-5b40a97a4bc5
mailto:ltutt@nativity-hsv.orgomen's%20Retreat?subject=W
https://smile.amazon.com/Old-Testament-Figures-Guide-Imagery/dp/0892367458/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1514498790&sr=8-1&keywords=old+Testament+figures+in+art
https://smile.amazon.com/Old-Testament-Figures-Guide-Imagery/dp/0892367458/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1514498790&sr=8-1&keywords=old+Testament+figures+in+art
mailto:ltutt@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Adult%20Sunday%20School%20


 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

We pray for those whom prayers have been requested: 
 
 Meredith Carlton Yessick, Anne Boles, Charles East, Hal Vandervoort, Joel Nitz, Shelley Campbell Coxwell, 

Jody Mowrer, Suzy Naumann, Eva Nave, Jane Booth, Sandra Clements, Norlene Wolford, Prentice White, 
JoAnn Moorman, Tommie Taylor, Gerry Nitz, Ted Bledsoe, Bill Martin, Kevin Wahl, Cecelia Duncan, Bill 
Nettles, Leigh Wahl, Heidi Foreman, Tom Hodge, David Phillips, Rose Sidick, Robert McClain, Joan 
Bennett, Tom Booth, Elsie Olsen 

 
 

We pray for the departed: 
   Lesie Crowson,  Richard Sprott and Malcolm Hill  
 
We pray for those deployed/serving with the Military:  

 

Kenneth Vandervoort US Navy, Middle East 
 Denver Colin  Afghanistan 
 
We give thanks for birthdays of our children:  

 

1/1 Diana Sommer 1/2 Clover Farrell 1/3 Liz Mauldin 1/6 Hardin Jones 

1/7 Sarah Echols Spragins 1/8     Hardin Jones      1/11 David Young   

1/11 Matthew Brown 1/13 Oliver Dibble 1/13 Anne Limbo 1/14 Park Sanders 

1/14 Alec Bonner 1/18 Finn Webb 

NEXT AVAILABLE DATE FOR BAPTISM  

The next opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Baptism 
will be Saturday, March 31 at the Easter Eve Vigil.  

Please call Rev. Bonnie McCrickard, 256-533-2455 ext. 222 
if you have a child (or adult) you would like to have 
baptized at that time. 

Keep us in the know!  

Please help us keep our files up to date! If you have 

moved, changed your email address or have a new phone 

number please let us know. Contact Emily Rodgers  at  

erodgers@nativity-hsv.org or by calling the Church office  

256-533-2455 ext.204. Thank you! 

Social Media– Don’t forget to connect with us on social 

media! You can find us on Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/nativityhsv/ on Instagram nativityhsv 

and on Twitter @nativityhsv, and remember to use 

#wearenativityhsv when sharing photos!  

LEM & Lector  

Training  

Opportunity 
The laity are the people of the church who 
through the organizations of the church 
(e.g., vestry, Christian education, parish programs, etc.) live the 
Christian faith by bearing witness to Christ wherever they may 
be. Two very   special ways to serves as a lay person include 
being a Lector and a LEM (Lay Eucharistic Minister). 

What is a Lector? 
A Lector is a lay person trained in reading scripture. The term 
is from the Latin, “to read”. There is no license required for 
this ministry, just a willingness to read the lessons and prayers 
during  
services.  
What is a LEM? 
A Lay Eucharistic Minister is licensed by the bishop to admin-
ister the consecrated elements during the Eucharist.  
What is a LEV? 
A Lay Eucharistic Visitor is licensed to go from a Sunday Eu-
charist to share the sacraments with members of the congrega-
tion who are unable to be present because of illness or infirmi-
ty.  
 
If you are interested in participating in an upcoming train-
ing session in order to beging serving as a Lay Eucharistic     
Minister or as a Lector please contact Deacon Bob Serio 
(bserio@nativity-hsv.org or 256-509-5931).  
 

Portrait Presentation and Reception 

In honor of Andy Anderson, 11th Rector of  

The Church of the Nativity 

Sunday, January 21, 2018 

2:00pm-4:00pm 

Ridley Hall 

All are welcome 

mailto:erodgers@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Change%20of%20Information
mailto:bserio@nativity-hsv.org


 

Volunteers  Needed !! 

Blue Apron Hospitality Ministry 
Come wear the Blue Apron! Volunteers are 

needed for this wonderful ministry at the 11:00 am 
service (10 am summer). 

This ministry of  hospitality 
extends a warm welcome to 

all who visit Nativity, 
greeting visitors and 

answering questions. All 
you need is a smile and a 
little time. Hospitality is 

held in Ridley Hall, or in the 
courtyard; coffee/cookies 

and blue aprons are 
supplied.   

Contact Terry Clevenger, 
256.682.9846 or terry.clevenger@hotmail.com  

 

“Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.”  

Blue Apron Volunteers, 

David and Debbie Collette 

 

HAP Sunday is  
January 7th! 

(Huntsville Assistance Program) 

Items needed this 
month include: 

 

DRIED BEANS 

RICE 

FRUIT 

SOUPS  

(NOT THE CREAMED KIND BUT REGULAR SOUP) 

CEREAL 

TOILET PAPER 

Items can be placed in the HAP bins in Ridley Hall.  

Thank you! 

mailto:terry.clevenger@hotmail.com
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=r9bG8xtpXiW/2XFgrM+QTQ==&site=99037&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3917&EventID=145817&sn=99037


 

EVENING WITH SISTER MARY  

January 23, 2018 

Please join the Centering Prayer group at Church 
of the Nativity Episcopal for the annual evening 
with Sister Mary McGehee, Tuesday, January 23, 
2018.  Sister Mary is a nun in residence at Sacred 
Heart Convent in Cullman.  Her topic will 
be "Dealing with Anger  – Learning to Love  

Lavishly."  Sister Mary will share on this topic out of a lifetime of 
conscious choices, endless reading, and being inspired by ordinary 
and extraordinary saints she has met.  The evening begins at 5:30 
p.m., in Ridley Hall, with a twenty minute Centering Prayer sit, then 
dinner.  After dinner, Sister Mary will present her topic.  If you 
would like to have dinner, please call the church office and make a 
reservation.  The cost of the meal is $7.00.   

If there are any questions, please contact Brenda Chynoweth 
at brendacc@knology.net or (256) 464-9457. 

Wonderful, Wonderful Camp   

McDowell has something for         

everyone! 

 Click here  to find out more about   

2018 Summer Camp on Clear Creek, 

Bethany, Folk School, Enviromental 

Camp, Upcoming Retreats, Special 

Events, Farm School and much more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 9th 7:00am in Ridley Hall is 

the next Men’s Breakfast. Rev. Bob Serio will 

be the speaker. See you there! 

mailto:brendacc@knology.net
https://campmcdowell.com/register-for-summer-camp


 



 

Acolyte Schedule 

January 2018 

Many thanks to all who served during Advent and Christmas—the services were beautiful and acolyte procedures nearly flawless!  This is my annual “do the 
schedule without asking for preferences” (because Christmas slipped up on me and I forgot to ask in time!).  If I ‘ve scheduled you for a date to which you will 
not be available, please try to find a substitute and let us know who will be filling in for you. If your name* is not on this schedule, rest assured you’ll be used 
first in February!  Thank you all (families AND acoltyes) who help us with this important ministry at Nativity! 

January 7  **Baptisms at 8:45 and 11:00 

8:45   A/M Nutt     11:00   A/M   Sherrill 

C   Ireland Braudaway, Katherine Hunter  C   Sims Windham 

T   Ellie Webber, Ty Voisine   T   Caroline Hornsby 

T   Warren Towry, Thea Sommer   T   Sarah Coleman Hornsby 

S   Thomas Aldag    S   Emery Windham 

AS  Britt Webber    AS Catherine Hendricks 

January 14 

8:45   A/M   Nutt    11:00  A/M   Nutt 

C   Van Dodgen, Huston Morring   C   JB Stockton, Dylan Chenoweth 

T   Elizabeth Evans, Patrick Ahearn  T   Madelyn Alison, ME Alison 

T   David Young, Alex Ahearn   T   Phoebe Duncan, Anna Mullins 

S   Park Ellis     S   EJ Duncan 

AS Lucy Ellis     AS Luke Alison 

January 21 

8:45   A/M   Putt    11:00   A/M   Sherrill 

C   Sidney Gunter, SW Hall   C   Margaret Bryant, Bankston Creech 

T   AK Ayres, Alton Hudson   T   Carter Watson 

T   Clara Keener, Tess Lambert   T   Mary Maddox Creech 

S   Alice Malone     S   Betsy Bryant 

AS Cooper Gunter    AS Evans Bryant 

January 28 

8:45   A/M  Putt     11:00  A/M Ward 

C   Ellie Walker, Margaret Foster   C   Molly Ward, Evan Ward 

T   RJ Ragland, Evelyn Warren   T   Sadie Anglin 

T   Elizabeth Rainey, Charles Warren  T   Vivian Hinton 

S   Joshua Huskey    S   Riley Kamelchuk 

AS Clay Walker     AS Laura Kamelchuk 

*Pinson, Sanders, Hartley 

 



 

h STEEPLE is published the two 

times each month. To submit events 
or articles, bring them to the church 

office or email:  

vhinton@nativity-hsv.org 
The deadline for the next issue is 

12:00pm, Monday, January 15 

CLERGY & STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe 
Interim Rector 

The Rev. Bonnie McCrickard 
Associate  

The Rev. Robert A. Serio, M.D. 
Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. Basye Holland-Shuey 
Spiritual Direction 

 

The Rev. Van Foreman 
Assisting Priest 

 

Christian Crocker 
Choirmaster and Organist 

Lane Tutt 
Adult Christian Formation 

Sarah Watts 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

Mary Coe 
Children’s Formation 

Amy Brooks 
Assistant Children & Youth 

Ministries Coordinator 
Audrey Clayton 

Nursery Coordinator 
John Buyse 

Property Manager 
Marlin Wilder 

Sexton 
Regina Milton 
Weekend Sexton 
Sally Stockton 

Kitchen Coordinator 
Beverly Franklin 
Finance Manager 
Amy Kennedy 

Worship & Ministry Assistant 
Vicky Hinton 

Communications 
Emily Rodgers 

Administrative Office Assistant  
Prentice White 

Verger/ Wedding Coordinator 
 

WARDENS’ COUNCIL 
Donald Christian - Sr. Warden 
Grant Thomson - Jr. Warden 

Paul Bonner - Treasurer 
Don Evans -  Assistant Treasurer  
Jason Angelichio - Finance chair 

Dottie Crawford   
Clerk and Stewardship Ministries  

Wendy Wilson– At Large 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY  
A member of the clergy is always on 
call. If you need assistance from a 

priest outside office hours, the 
number to call In Case of an Emergency 
Only is  256.533.7007. All other calls 

including church or building and 
grounds issues should be directed to 

the main phone 256.533.2455 to leave 
a message for a priest to respond. 

Church of the Nativity, Episcopal 
208 Eustis Avenue SE   Huntsville  AL  35801 

256.533.2455 Fax: 256.533.2374 
nativity-hsv.org 

2018 Altar Flower Dedications 

Your Name:______________________________________  

Phone #: ________________________________ 

Date desired: _____________________________________ 

Name(s) for dedication: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________ 

Please choose one:  

__ in loving memory of…   __in thanksgiving for…    

__in celebration of…           __in honor of... 
 

Will you share this dedication? ___YES  ___NO         

Can we list your name in the bulletin? ___ YES   ___NO 
 

Dedications are $40 each or $20 if shared.  

Make check payable to:  

Nativity Flower Guild and mail your check along with this form to: 

Andrea Vandervoort 

434 Locust Ave. Huntsville, AL 35801 

Questions? Call Andrea: 256-539-2673 

mailto:gsommer@nativity-hsv.org?subject=Steeple%20connect
http://nativity-hsv.org

