
                                           THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE  
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 
The writer of Ecclesiastes says, “To everything there is a 
season…” and we know this to be true as we watch the 
seasons of nature change, our children grow, our parents age, 
our own bodies mature, our neighborhoods evolve, the culture 
shifts, technology advances at a faster than the speed of light 
pace, and life goes on.  As the saying goes, the only constant 
in life is change. 
 
In our newsletter this month, there is an article about the 
changes in our parish organizational structures that the Vestry 
discussed at our June day long retreat.  The revising of our 
parish Policies and Procedures, comes after observing a 
number of changes in our faith community: a decrease in our 
membership, fewer people interested in being on committees, 
more demands on people’s time, a variety of choices of 
activities to fill people’s schedules, faithfulness in serving 
others, a strong commitment to our community, and willing 
participation in specific events, activities, and designated tasks.  
While our committees have been scaled down, our core values 
of St. James have not changed:  gathering to worship as a 
community of faith, supporting each other in prayer as we 
celebrate our joys and sorrows, strengthening each other as 
the Body of Christ, growing in our faith, and serving others with 
our time, talent and treasure locally, domestically and globally. 
  
The winds of change are blowing all around us and we may 
fear being uprooted from all that has grounded us.   I am 
reading Leadership on the Line, Staying Alive through the 
Dangers of Leading, by Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky, and 
the authors talk about technical change and adaptive 
change.   Problems are a part of life, and for some problem 
solving, we have the necessary know-how and procedures-
these are technical problems.  But there are a whole host of 
difficulties that are not resolved by expert advice or standard 
operating procedures.  These are adaptive challenges because 
they require risking new ways of doing things, experimenting, 
seeking new discoveries, and making adjustments of attitudes,  
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 Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship 
 
 
 

September 8, 2016 
Bible Study Resumes 
Thursdays, 7:00 PM 

 
September 11, 2016 

Children & Youth Sunday 
School Resumes 

11:15 AM 
 

September 13, 2016 
Education For Ministry 

Resumes 
Tuesdays, 6:15 PM 

 
September 21 and 22, 2016 

Good Shepherd and True Vine 
Atriums Resume 

Wednesdays and Thursdays 
3:30 p.m. 
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Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 
The Rev. William R. Eanes, Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net  
All Saints of James, Reporters 

 
Internet Web Page: 

www.stjamesroanoke.org 
Laura Anderson, Web Master 

LTAnderson@cox.net 
 

The St. James Vestry: 
Senior Warden, Chris Criscione, 366-7537 

Junior Warden, Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 
† Kim Laxton, Clerk, 632-9148 

 †Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 556-3011 
Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 

Bill Barksdale, 977-2276 
Betsy Briggs, 344-4567 
Allison Chan, 343-4097 

Dorothy Herndon, 362-0457 
Kate Perry, 334-1197 

( † - Not Vestry members) 
 

Standing Committees & Chairs 
 

Finance:   Pam Reilly, 362-9742 
Property:   Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 
Parish Life:   Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Stewardship:   TBA 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 
992-3088 

Daughters of the King:  Helen Campbell 
489-4536 

 

Rector's Message ( Continued from page 1 . . .) 
 
values and behaviors.  This is what is 
necessary for us to make sustainable adaptive 
changes for the current times and season, 
within our culture and our faith congregations.  
We face problems that we have not seen 
before, with solutions that we have not yet 
discovered.  This is both exciting and scary. 
 
To be successful in our adaptive changes, we 
must ground ourselves in what we know:  God 
has never forsaken us, we as a community are 
resourceful and imaginative, at St. James we 
have a history of trying new things and 
adapting to change, and if our ideas do not 
work out as we imagined, we can envision 
another solution.   For St. James to continue to 
thrive, doing the work God has given us to do, 
we must each shoulder the responsibility of 
engaging in adaptive problem solving.  Since 
there are no ready answers for how to be the 
St. James community of faith in the second 
decade of the 21st century, (we have never 
been here before) we must together seek to 
find the solutions that support our mission and 
ministry.  This is not easy work; it means taking 
risks, and some loss, of patterns, habits, 
values and attitudes in order to gain new riches 
of blessings that we cannot predict.    It 
involves a reliance on our faith as we accept 
the invitation of the Holy Spirit to follow her into 
places where we have never gone before. 
 
We are all aware that our institutional churches 
are impacted greatly by cultural changes and 
are in a period of change that the theologian 
Phyllis Tickle equates to, “the church’s great 
rummage sale”.  I came across a quotation 
recently from a man named B.M. 
Launderville.  I have no idea who he is, but the 
metaphor he uses is fitting.  He writes, “The 
vine clings to the oak during the fiercest of 
storms. Although the violence of nature may 
uproot the oak, twining tendrils still cling to it. If 
the vine is on the side opposite the wind, the  
 

(Continued on page 3 . . .) 
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Rector's Message ( Continued from page 2. . .)  
 
great oak is its protection; if it is on the 
exposed side, the tempest only presses it 
closer to the trunk. In some of the storms of 
life, God intervenes and shelters us; while in 
others He allows us to be exposed, so that we 
will be pressed more closely to Him.”   Take 
heart, Saints of James!  In the storms of our 
times, in the changes within our church, in the 
sorting through of what we let go of in our 
community life and what we retain, God is with 
us, and will provide the guidance we need, as 
we discern together God’s will.   May we all 
cling tightly to our God.   SEB+ 
  

ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS 
 

In September, we give thanks for all those 
participating in our Christian Education 
programs.  We request your prayers for the 
learners and teachers for our children, youth 
and adults involved in these programs.  We 
also ask your prayers for our Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd and True Vine program as 
they begin another year of instruction. 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
Baptismal Dates: ”Holy Baptism is especially 
appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of 
Pentecost, on All Saint’s Day or the Sunday 
after, the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord – 
(the 1st Sunday after Epiphany).  It is 
recommended that, as far as possible, 
baptisms be reserved for these occasions or 
when a bishop is present.”  The Book of 
Common Prayer, page 312. 
     The next date for Baptisms at St. James is 
November 6th.  If you would like to be Baptized 
or have a child you would like to be Baptized, 
contact the Rector. 
 
ChurchNext:  ChurchNext is an educational 
organization that does on-line educational 
programs with videos and reflection 
questions.  They are offering a free course, 
"Bridging the Political Divide with Parker  

Palmer ", on line between September 5-19; 
Parker Palmer is a wise, spiritual guide.  As we 
know, we are in the midst of what may be the 
most polarizing and contentious elections in 
recent U.S. history. Many observers note that 
the political rancor and rhetoric has reached all 
time highs, injecting unprecedented fear, 
division, and unease into our culture.  How do 
we make sense of this? How do people of faith 
respond? How do we remain calm and 
centered amidst our difference and tension, 
taking our roles as peacemakers and even 
prophets, seriously?  
 Register for free by going to 
churchnext.tv, click on the Menu and select 
The Big Class.  Once registered, the course 
may be taken for free from September 5-19. It 
will take an average student 45 minutes to 
complete. No special software is required. 
 
RAM House Seeking Shoe Donations:  
Roanoke Area Ministries (RAM) is collecting 
gently worn and new shoes to raise money for 
their ongoing ministry, and to provide footwear 
for impoverished people in Central America 
and African countries.  Funds2orgs, a network 
of micro-enterprise partners in developing 
nations will purchase and distribute the shoes 
to those in need.  The money earned by RAM 
will be used to feed, clothe, and house local 
families.  Time to clean out your closets and 
bring your shoes to the Parish Hall collection 
boxes over the next few weeks.  
 
Senior Extravaganza: Wednesday, 
September 28th,  8:30 am to 1:30 pm, Salem 
Civic Center; free and includes lunch for the 
first 400 registrants.  Sponsored by Mental 
Health America of Roanoke Valley, the 
Extravaganza includes health screenings, 
pharmacy consults, exhibits, workshops, door 
prizes, and entertainment.  To register, call the 
MHARV office: 540-344-0931. 
 
CROP WALK –Roanoke : Sunday, October 9  
More details to follow on how you can help, 
walk, donate.  See Maile with questions about 
how to join the St. James team. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Sam Campbell 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 
                                 + 
                             +      + 
         Time          +          +         Talent 
                          +             + 
                         +  +  +  +   +         
                           Treasure 
 

Some random thoughts about giving: 
• We need to give out of joy.  If we 

give in joy we won’t have to worry so 
much about budget. 

• Our three-legged stool of time, talent, 
and treasure is a bit unsteady.  Can 
we match the other two with 
“Treasure?” 

• “I have held many things in my 
hand, and have lost them all; but 
whatever I have placed in God’s 
hands, that I still possess.” 
(Martin Luther) 

• “There’s no reason to be the 
richest man in the cemetery.  You 
can’t do any business from there.” 

• As a youth, John Wesley began 
working for $150 a year.  He 
gave $10 to the Lord.  His salary 
was doubled the second year, but 
Wesley continued to live on $140, 
giving $160 to Christian work.  
During the third year, Wesley 
received $600.  He kept $140 
while $460 was given to the Lord. 

• “Stewardship” is not a bad word.  
It should be thought of as 
synonymous with discipleship. 

• Pray without ceasing. 
• If you have trouble putting your 

pledges into practice because the 
money is “running out,” try 
making the pledge payment first.  
It works for our house. 

• The Lord loves a cheerful giver. 

2016 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS 
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of the 

last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 

December 24, 2015 adopted anonymously in 
loving memory of Bill Williamson. 
 
February 15 adopted by Figgy the cat in 
celebration of Maddie Linkous’ 8th birthday. 
 
February 28 adopted by Pansy in celebration 
of Esther Williamson’s birthday. 
 
April 11 adopted by Judy and Phil Wheeler in 
loving memory of Andrew Bryson Odenthal on 
his 28th birthday. 
 
April 19 - In celebration of Jean Schaefer's 
birthday from the friend who loves her more.  
 
April 21 - From Cathie Cook in loving memory 
of her parents, Bill and Rachael, on their 60th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
April 26- adopted in loving memory of Bill 
Williamson. 
 
April 27 - By the "Bulletin “Bully" in 
thanksgiving for Connie Bierly on 
Administrative Professionals' Day. 
 
May 8 – adopted in celebration of Mother Sue 
and all the mothers at St. James. 
 
July 4 adopted by Frances Stebbins in honor of 
her daughter, Julie Stebbins Bordelon’s 60th 
birthday. 
 
July 29 adopted by Ollie in celebration of Jim 
McGlothlin's birthday. 
 
August 5 adopted by Clare in celebration 
Mother Sue’s birthday. 
 
August 15 adopted by Miss Amy, Mama Cat, 
and Yellow Baby in celebration of Lonnie 
Bower’s birthday. 
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August 24 adopted in loving memory of Jerry 
Hughes. 
 
TREASURERS’ NEWS . . .  
 

Revised July Treasurers’ Report: 
 

Income:  $11,108.00 
Budgeted Expenses:  $15,955.88 
Actual Expenses:  $21,806.56 
 
ROUND HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
NEWS . . . 
By Dottie Wrabel 
 
Round Hill School:   Please continue to save 
the box tops.  We are in the process of 
gathering volunteers for the fall.  One morning 
or one afternoon is all we ask.  My goal is 10 
from St. James.    For more information or 
questions, contact me, Dottie Wrabel, 540-204-
4316. 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 

Benevolence Sunday is September 18  

The Benevolence Sunday offering received on 
September 18  will go to the Congregations in 
Action-Williamson Road to benefit Round Hill 
Elementary School.  The participating churches 
include St. James Episcopal, Trinity Lutheran, 
Huntington Court Methodist, Williamson Road 
Church of the Brethren, Bethany Christian and 
Crossroads Church.  Organized in the Fall of 
2012, the CIA adopted Round Hill Elementary 
School and began its partnership by collecting 
school supplies and providing Morale Snacks 
and Appreciation Luncheons for the faculty and 
staff of Round Hill.  Volunteers from each 
church staffed the annual Field Day in the 
Spring of 2013-2016.  In the Fall of 2013, the 
CIA expanded its involvement by providing 
Snack Packs for 15 students during extended 
school holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Spring Break), as well as offering volunteer 
opportunities for Reading Buddies, Lunch 

Buddies and administrative support staff.  For 
the 2016-2017 school year, the CIA hopes to 
continue providing school supplies, teacher 
and staff morale meals, snack packs for more 
students over the holidays, and more 
volunteers in the school to serve as reading 
and/or lunch buddies. 
 
Please give generously to the Congregations in 
Action-Williamson Road.  If you would like to 
volunteer for this outreach, please contact 
Dottie Wrabel. 
 

Outreach contributions for the second 
quarter of 2016: 

 
April: $611.50 to United Thank Offering 
May: $  63.00 to Family Promise of the          
                             Roanoke Valley 
 $  79.00 to Salvation Army 
June:  $120.00 to West End Center 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR SEPTEMBER . . .  
 
September   4  Brandt Gawor 
September   6  Odell James 
September   6  Abigayle Price 
September   7  Dave LaPrade 
September   9  James Makle 
September   8  Beth Wiegandt 
September   8  Josie Wiegandt 
September 10  Brandon Scott (Scotty) Hall, Jr.  
September 11  Woody Miller   
September 17  Chesley Plunkett Hall  
September 23  Rachelle Smith 
September 23  Dennis Plunkett 
September 27  Bill Witz 
September 27  Judy Mason 
September 28  Larry Mattox 
September 28  Bob Copenhaver 
 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR SEPTEMBER . . . 
 
September 15  JoAnn & Chris Criscione 
September 26  Doris & Larry Mattox 
September 27  Laura & Ned Anderson 
September 27  Bill & Elizabeth Witz 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 
 

Joining God in the Neighborhood 
Workshop 

 
Our diocese is participating in an 18 month 
program led by The Missional Network, to 
focus on joining God in the neighborhood. On 
Saturday, August 27th, 6 members of St. 
James will join others at Christ Church, 
Blacksburg for a day long workshop.  The 
question for everyone will be:  “What is God 
calling your church to do in its neighborhood?”   
The primary premise of The Missional Network 
is that God calls us all to mission, and that 
mission is never simply general or abstract, but 
always involves connecting with particular 
people and places with the Good News.  This 
workshop will provide lay and clergy leaders 
with basic skills in listening for God's call to 
mission in scripture, in each other, and in the 
neighborhood. Teams of leaders from 
congregations will be introduced to Living 
Local: Joining God, a program of guidance and 
training to help congregations discern, design, 
enact, and learn from specific mission action in 
their neighborhoods. 
 

Strengthening our Link with  
St. Alkelda Parish 

 
In 1977, the Episcopal Diocese of 
Southwestern Virginia, under the leadership of 
Bishop Marmion, formed a companion 
partnership with the Diocese of Bradford in the 
United Kingdom.  By 1985, St. James had a 
companion link with the parish of St. Alkelda, in 
the small hamlet of Giggleswick, nestled in the 
Yorkshire Dales.  Throughout the past 30 plus 
years, we have had visitors here at St. James 
from St. Alkeda’s, hosted youth during the 
summer Bradford youth exchange, and our 
young people have traveled to the diocese of 
Bradford (now called the Diocese of Leeds) 
with the summer youth exchange, as members 
of St. Alkeda’s have hosted us on visits.   
 
A 3 week pulpit exchange between the Vicar of 

St. Alkelda’s, the Rev. Peter Yorkstone, and 
the Rector of St. James, occurred in June of 
2004, with 8 Saints of James, and the Rector’s 
family traveling to Giggleswick also.  This was 
a great opportunity to strengthen our bonds of 
affection and gain first-hand knowledge of how 
to support our two congregations in prayer.  In 
July 2006, 9 members of St. Alkelda’s and their 
Vicar Peter came to visit us and help celebrate 
the Feast of St. James.  These exchanges 
have been educationally and spiritually rich for 
all of us.   
  
Our companion link has not been as strong 
over the past few years; time, distance, and 
leadership changes have contributed to this.  
Vicar Peter moved to another parish and then 
retired; the Rev. Hilary Young is the current 
Vicar at St. Alkelda’s and she serves 3 other 
congregations as well.  But in the fullness of 
time, another opportunity presented itself to 
renew our link.  In September, Michael Bentley 
will be giving a paper at one of the colleges in 
Cambridge, UK and so the Bentleys will be 
traveling there and have plans to be in 
Giggleswick the weekend of September 24-25, 
and worship with the good people of St. 
Alkelda’s on Sunday morning.  It will be a good 
time for the clergy to connect and to renew 
friendships with parishioners and strengthen 
our relationships, knowing that we are one in 
the Body of Christ. 
 
NOTES OF THANKS . . . 
 
Many thanks to all the Saints of James who 
helped my family surprise and amaze me with 
the celebration of my birthday on Mothers 
Day.  I truly was clueless (which I have been 
accused of many times).  Having served as 
Parish Secretary at St. J many years ago and 
also Editor of the newsletter, I have helped 
arrange many surprise celebrations, and now 
that I am older I realize one never gets too old 
for nice surprises.  Thank you Saints of James 
and also my family; it was quite a “do” and I 
can’t wait to celebrate my 60th!   
    Karen Konrad 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT . . . 
—from Called to Question by Joan Chittister (Rowman & 
Littlefield Publishers, Inc) 
 

To the very source of light 
 
Religion is meant to be light, sign, watermark, 
path. Religion becomes a map to a place no 
one has ever been. But the going on is up to 
me. And the way I go on is my spirituality. 
  
For some, spirituality lies in the awareness of 
God in nature. For some, the cosmic God 
emerges through a life of service. For others, 
spirituality involves the development of 
meditative states that open the door to the 
nothingness that our complex and complicated 
lives otherwise obstruct. But for everyone, 
spirituality is not what we do to satisfy the 
requirements of a religion; it is the way we 
come into contact with the holy.  However we 
do it, whatever form or shape it takes—the 
mantra of devotions, the rhythms of nature,  
the faces of the other, the mysterious 
nothingness of deep meditation—spirituality 
makes real what religion talks about. 
  
Religion is meant to bring us to spirituality. But 
spirituality brings people to religion, as well. 
Some people who haven’t gone to church for 
years are still very tied to it in psychological 
ways and never go beyond it. Others go to 
church or services every week and know that 
though their bodies are one place, their souls 
are another. Many go to church, but go other 
places, too, in order to satisfy the spiritual 
needs in them that their churches do not. In 
every audience I meet, someone comes up to 
tell me that they “were a Catholic once.” And I 
know as I hear the words, that down deep, 
more than likely, in some ways, they still are, 
despite themselves. What forms us lives in us 
forever. The important thing is that it not be 
allowed to stunt our growth. 
  
Ironically, we often forget the very attitude most 
essential to the spiritual search: God is greater 
than religion. God is the spirit within us that 

calls us to the deep, conscious living of a 
spiritual life. God is the question that drives us 
beyond facile answers. God is the invisible 
vision that drives us to the immersion of the 
self in God. 
  
Religion is the mooring of the soul. Spirituality 
is its lodestone. Religion is, at best, external. 
Spirituality is the internal distillation of this 
externalized witness to the divine. Spirituality is 
what galvanizes us to do more than go through 
the motions. It spurs us to fill up the lack we 
feel within us. It is the desire for wholeness that 
evades us. It is the burning need to find the 
more. 
  
The very purpose of religion is to enable us to 
step off into the uncharted emptiness that is 
the spiritual life, freely but not untethered. We 
have under our feet the promise of the tradition 
that formed us and the disciplines that shaped 
our souls. We can then wander through the 
pantheon of spiritual traditions freely, going 
deeper and deeper into every question from 
every direction. in the end, then, we become 
more, not less, of what we ourselves know to 
be our own religious identity. 
  
It isn’t so much that people leave religion, I 
think, as it is that, like Olympic runners on a 
mission, they come to a moment in life when 
they go on beyond the system to the very 
source of the light. It is the plight of the mystic 
to enter the universe of God alone where no 
charts or maps or signs exist to guide us and 
assure us of the way. It is a serious and 
disturbing moment, one after which we are 
never quite the same. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

7:00 PM 
AA 

2  
 

3  
10:00 AM 

AA 

4  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

5 Labor Day 
 

6  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

7  
 

8  
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
7:00 PM 

AA 

9  
 

10  
10:00 AM 

AA 

11  
9:00 AM 
Outreach 
11:15 AM 
Sunday 
School 

Resumes 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

12  
 

13  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

6:15 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

14  
6:45 PM 

Little 
Church 

Social Club 

15  
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
7:00 PM 

AA 

16  
5:30 pm 

Down 
Syndrome 
Support 
Group 

17  
10:00 AM 

AA 

18  
11:45 PM 
Finance 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

19  
6:45 PM  
Vestry 

20  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

6:15 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

21 International 
Day of Peace 

3:30 PM 
The Good 
Shepherd 

Atrium 

22 Fall Begins 

3:30 PM 
The True 

Vine Atrium 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
7:00 PM 

AA 

23  
 

24  
10:00 AM 

AA 

25  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

26  
 

27  Newsletter 
Deadline 

10:00 AM 
Prayer 
Group 

6:15 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

28  
3:30 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd 

Atrium 
6:45 PM 

Little 
Church 

Social Club 

29  
3:30 PM 
The True 

Vine Atrium 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study 
7:00 PM 

AA 

30  
 

Notes:  
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 2016 
 
Sep 4   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte    Abby Price            Coffee     Larry & Doris Mattox 
T Bearer    --------------------          Nursery    Sara Ostrom, Jessica Price 
        --------------------          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist    Laura Anderson          Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    Chris Criscione  
Lector 2    Jackie Leonard          
Prayers    Betsy Briggs   

 
Sep 11   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Thomas Rucker          Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Boots Ingram, Odell James, Pam Reilly, Dottie Wrabel 
T Bearer    Susan Akur            Nursery    Kim & Shelby Laxton 
        Maddi Shepherd         Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Samson Mamour         Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly    
Lector 1    Laura Anderson 
Lector 2    Art Tatman        
Prayers    Avis Aheron           

 
Sep 18 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz,  Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Josie Wiegandt           Ushers    Jackie Leonard, Michael Kennedy 

Acolyte    Sarah Perry            Coffee     Lonnie Bower, Joyce Brown, Jean Schaefer 
T Bearer    Grace Gawor           Nursery    Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
        Ryan Laxton           Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist    Pam Reilly             Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Betsy Briggs 
Lector 2    Sam Campbell          
Prayers    Helen Campbell           

 
Sep 25 
8 AM    Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Abby Price            Coffee     Kevin & Kim Laxton 
T Bearer    Jordyn Price            Nursery    Ann Bird, Laura Anderson 
        Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1    Carla Spencer 
Lector 2    Helen Campbell          
Prayers    Jackie Leonard                              

           
Oct 2   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Cole Mattox            Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte    Thomas Rucker          Coffee     Tricia Champion, JoAnn Criscione 
T Bearer    Maddie Linkous          Nursery    Sara Ostrom, Jessica Price 
        Abby Price            Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    JoAnn Criscione  
Lector 2    Josie Wiegandt          
Prayers    Art Tatman                 

 
 
 

 
Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 
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VESTRY NEWS . . . 
 

On Saturday, June 18th, the Vestry held an off-site retreat at Evans House to review several long-
standing items on its agenda. Primary among these items was revising the committee system at 
St. James to come up with an operating structure that better reflects the current needs and 
realities of the church and the congregation. Specifically, the Vestry was trying to determine how 
to revise the traditional format of having standing committees with designated chairs and 
committee members. 

It has been the Vestry’s feeling for some time that – in an age when people are busier than ever 
with work and family responsibilities – the traditional structure was not ideally suited to our 
current reality. This fact was borne out when we reviewed the Time and Talent surveys for 2016. 
No church members signed up for different committee assignments than they had in the past, if 
they signed up at all. In discussing the issue extensively, the Vestry believes the reason for this 
situation is not that people do not wish to serve – there clearly is a great spirit of service at St. 
James – but that many people are reluctant to make a long-term commitment to a specific 
committee because of the many other requirements on their time. 

This being said, the Vestry still recognized that certain church functions require the oversight 
and input of a regular standing committee. Chief among these is the Finance Committee since it 
essentially oversees the daily operations of the church and a variety of its ministries. Other 
ongoing church functions, such as Little Church Social Club, have a regular set of volunteers 
who plan and manage those groups and their activities without necessarily relying on a 
committee structure. Finally, there are recurring church activities – such as the Shrove Tuesday 
supper or St. James Day – that can be accomplished through teams of volunteers meeting on a 
short-term basis to plan and execute that specific event. 

As a result, the Vestry will be implementing a system that combines elements of all the above. 
There will continue to be several Standing Committees to maintain the required daily functions 
of St. James. A series of Ministry Groups will perform the various internal and outreach 
ministries of the church. Lastly, we will employ a series of Ad-Hoc Committees or Task Forces 
that will be formed to meet specific events or short-term church needs. Once the events have 
completed these temporary teams will simply dissolve. 

To oversee this structure, the Vestry will create an Oversight or Standing Committee that will 
consist of five members and the Rector.  We anticipate this committee will meet twice a year, 
once some time in November to begin planning for the coming calendar year, and once again 
around mid-year.  Additional meetings will be scheduled when necessary. 

At this point, the Vestry envisions the following proposed committee structure: 
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Standing Committees Task Groups Ministry Groups  
Finance 

Property 

Parish Life 

Stewardship 

Liturgy 

Shrove Tuesday 

St. James Day 

Directory 

Appreciation Days 

Newcomer Recognition Days 

Legacy 

Little Church Social Club 

Pastoral Care 

Newsletter 

ECW 

Bible Study  

Education for Ministry 

Atrium 

Altar Guild 

Children’s Christian 
Education 

Adult Christian Education 

  

The Vestry feels the above-outlined committee structure provides St. James with a good starting 
point moving forward, but also provides the church with the flexibility to adapt to changes as 
they occur. In addition, it will give all members of St. James the opportunity to participate in 
church life and activities in a manner that will accommodate their family and work 
responsibilities. 


