
                                           THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE  
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 
Some times when I am reading, I come across a passage that 
seems to resonate with me and says what I would want to say.  
As we read the Holy Scriptures and meditate on how to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus, wonder how our everyday 
challenges & opportunities connect with our spiritual life, this 
reflection by Sister Joan Chittister serves as a guide, and takes 
the words right out of my mouth. 
 
“Our only purpose of spiritual life:  A brother said to an old 
man: “There are two brothers. One of them stays in his cell 
quietly fasting for six days at a time, and imposing on himself a 
good deal of discipline, and the other serves the sick. Which 
one of them is more acceptable to God?” The old man replied, 
“Even if the brother who fasts six days were to hang himself by 
the nose, he could not equal the one who serves the sick.” 
 
What are we hearing here? The question is clear: When it’s all 
over, when we have said our last rosary, made our final trip to 
church, made our last private retreat, fasted every day of our 
last Lent, and hung by our nose from the steeple of the church 
as a sign of our eternal commitment to God, will it have been 
enough to qualify us as saintly? 
  
Only, the old man says, if we have spent our lives taking care 
of those who could not take care of themselves. Why? 
Because this is the Word that most echoes the life of Jesus, 
upon which the monastic’s life is built. The Desert Monastics 
follow the Jesus who walks from Galilee to Jerusalem curing 
the sick, raising the dead, and contesting with those along the 
way who would say that keeping the Law is greater than 
addressing the needs of the people. 
  
But who are they? Who? They are the old woman across the 
street too weak to cook her own dinner. Who? The child with 
no family at home to take care of her after school. Who? The 
mother whose son is in jail for murder. Who? The cold who live 
on the streets during the winter. Who? The poor women in jail 
who have no money to get a lawyer. Who? The ill. The  
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 Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 20 
5:30 PM 

Adult Potluck 
The Mattox-Brown Home 
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Rector's Message Continued. . . 
 
abandoned. The lonely. The destitute. Anyone 
who needs us over and over again because 
there is no one else there to care for them. 
That, the old man says, is holiness. It is that 
holiness that ought to be the fruit of all our 
religious practices. And it cannot be substituted 
for by “playing holy” for all to see while living 
only for ourselves.  Pur “Abba, give us a Word,” 
the disciples cry. And the Word that comes 
back is this one: Don’t think that the spiritual 
life is about the self. It is a hard Word. But it is 
the only Word that counts. 
  
The fact is that the only purpose of the spiritual 
life, the Desert Monastics tell us to this day, is 
to begin to see the world as God sees the 
world. It is about becoming the self that sees 
life through the eyes of Jesus and then, like 
Jesus, bends to become the miracle the world 
awaits.”  
 
—from In God’s Holy Light  by Joan Chittister 
 
Sister Joan reminds us once again, that our 
spiritual journey is not separate from our 
everyday life; what stirs in our hearts and 
souls, is reflected in our deeds of compassion 
and mercy.    SEB+ 
      

ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS 
 

In August, we give thanks for all those who 
participate in the St. James communication 
ministries – the newsletter, the web page and 
the telephone committee.  We pray that their 
ministries will continue to spread the word 
about parish events, worship services, and 
parish news to all the Saints of James and 
others interested in our parish. 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
Adult Supper on August 20 th:  ECW is 
sponsoring an adult potluck supper on 
Saturday, August 20th at 5:30 pm at the 
Mattox-Brown home in Troutville.  Come with 
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your favorite dish, and bring a towel 
and bathing suit if you want to take a dip in the 
pool.  Soft drinks will be available but feel free 
to bring your own beverage.  Directions to the 
house will be posted on the bulletin board in 
the parish hallway.  Come and enjoy a festive 
evening of good food, fun and fellowship. 
 
PARISH LIFE NEWS . . .  
By Kim Laxton 
 
Couple quick reminders, coffee hour host 
please remember to empty the recyclables 
every Sunday as the bins get filled quickly.  
 
Due to the fact that we are using a new flower 
shop the altar flowers now have to last for two 
weeks and need to be stored in the 
refrigerator, we have lost a lot of room so we 
are asking the congregation that if you bring a 
dish in for one of our special coffee hours or for 
any other function we have please take the left-
over food and the dish it came in home with 
you. Left overs are always good but we just 
don’t have room to store them anymore. 
 
Thank you to all the Saints of James who 
always are willing to jump in and help us out, 
we greatly appreciate you all. 
 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Sam Campbell 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 
                                 + 
                             +      + 
         Time          +          +         Talent 
                          +             + 
                         +  +  +  +   + 

            
                           Treasure 
 
Credit/Debit Card Giving:   Elsewhere in this 
edition, you will find (or have already found) an 
article by Laura Anderson concerning credit or 
debit card giving, and our ability to make those 

transactions.  When we first began to discuss 
this idea a year or two ago, I had some 
misgivings which I kept pretty much to myself. 
So much did the idea of “corporate giving” 
seem important, and because I was to a 
degree technologically challenged, I had 
doubts.   
 
Then I began to think and reason.  First, I 
realized, change happens.  It always has, 
always will.  Not all change is good, and much 
is often not understood.  Therefore, we still 
need an intellectual and spiritual sieve to sift 
out the consequences, make sense of them, 
and make decisions.   
 
Then another thought hit me in a more 
historical context.  While many of us pay by 
check, I began to realize that not a lot of 
checks were written in the early church – I 
would guess none.  I wondered how earlier 
church members responded when the first 
checks began to roll in.  My guess is that they 
were accepted, then fairly soon assumed to be 
a good way to do church business.  
 
Laura’s article answers any questions I might 
have had about how to go about using this 
method of giving.  It certainly covers my 
questions.  It even takes into account new 
ways of expressing corporate giving.  Now we 
have yet another method of contributing to 
God’s work.    
 
“Small Potatoes”  – Years ago, Chinese 
farmers decided they would eat the big 
potatoes and just use the small ones for seed. 
A new understanding of the laws of life came to 
them when, through the years during which 
they kept up the practice, nature reduced all 
their potatoes to the size of marbles!  Those 
farmers learned through bitter experience that 
they could not keep the biggest things of life for 
themselves and use the leftovers for seed.  
The laws of life decreed that the harvest would 
reflect the planting.   
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“Planting small potatoes” is still common 
practice.  Too many folks take all the big things 
of life for themselves and only plant the 
leftovers.  They expect that by some crazy 
twist of the laws of nature their selfishness will 
reward them with blessings. 
 
(Author unknown) 
 
NEW: Give to St. James with your Credit or 
Debit Card 
By Laura Anderson 

 
 
Starting on the Feast of St. James, our parish 
now has a tablet with a credit card swiper, 
available for you to make your gift!  
 
• You can swipe your credit or debit card (just 

like at a grocery store), type in your gift 
amount, and sign your name using your 
finger on the screen 

• Safe, encrypted mobile credit card 
processing 

• You can receive an email “receipt” with your 
gift information 

• Your contribution will be included on your 
quarterly contribution statement 

• You can make your gift on your way in to 
Sunday services or during coffee hour.  

• You will be able to select an “I gave 
electronically”  card, which will be 
available in the parish hall, for placing in the 
offering plate and have your gift blessed at 
the altar! 

 
Not a credit or debit card kind of giver? 

• St. James still accepts checks and cash 
– of any amount –your participation in 
offering your gift to God is a blessing, no 
matter the amount 

• You can set up automatic bank draft for 
your gifts to St. James – talk to your 
bank or a member of the stewardship 
committee 

• You can give through Adopting-a-Day, 
effectively “paying for” operating St. 
James for a single day 

• You can make your donation to the 
Treat of the Week, which supports our 
church building 

• And, you can make an everlasting gift 
by including a % of your estate for St. 
James in your will, or having St. James 
be a beneficiary on an insurance policy 

 
You might want to make a gift for the number 
of years you have been a member of St. 
James, or $66.00 for our years of being a 
congregation, or any amount that represents 
what our St. James community of faith means 
to you. Thank you! 
 

2016 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS 
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of the 

last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 

December 24, 2015 adopted anonymously in 
loving memory of Bill Williamson. 
 
February 15 adopted by Figgy the cat in 
celebration of Maddie Linkous’ 8th birthday. 
 
February 28 adopted by Pansy in celebration 
of Esther Williamson’s birthday. 
 
April 11 adopted by Judy and Phil Wheeler in 
loving memory of Andrew Bryson Odenthal on 
his 28th birthday. 
 
April 19 - In celebration of Jean Schaefer's 
birthday from the friend who loves her more.  
 
April 21 - From Cathie Cook in loving memory 
of her parents, Bill and Rachael, on their 60th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
April 26- adopted in loving memory of Bill 
Williamson. 
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April 27 - By the "Bulletin “Bully" in 
thanksgiving for Connie Bierly on 
Administrative Professionals' Day. 
 
May 8 – adopted in celebration of Mother Sue 
and all the mothers at St. James. 
 
July 4 adopted by Frances Stebbins in honor of 
her daughter, Julie Stebbins Bordelon’s 60th 
birthday. 
 
July 29 adopted by Ollie in celebration of Jim 
McGlothlin's birthday. 
 
August 5 adopted by Clare in celebration 
Mother Sue’s birthday. 
 
August 15 adopted by Miss Amy, Mama Cat, 
and Yellow Baby in celebration of Lonnie 
Bower’s birthday. 
 
August 24 adopted in loving memory of 
Jerry Hughes. 
 
 
TREASURERS’ NEWS . . .  
 

May 2016 
Budgeted Income:  $9,886.50 
Actual Income:  $11,300.00 

Actual Expenses:  $11,891.53 
 

June 2016 
Budgeted Income:  $8,727.56 

Actual Income:  $9,788.00 
Actual Expenses:  $13,358.98 

 
July 2016* 

Budgeted Income:  $8,924.77 
Actual Income:  $9,149.00 

Actual Expenses:  $21,447.36 
 

*amounts are through July 24, does not include the 
last Sunday in July  

 
 
 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 

Benevolence Sunday is September 18 
 
The Benevolence Sunday offering received on 
September 18  will go to the Congregations in 
Action-Williamson Road to benefit Round Hill 
Elementary School.  The participating churches 
include St. James Episcopal, Trinity Lutheran, 
Huntington Court Methodist, Williamson Road 
Church of the Brethren, Bethany Christian and 
Crossroads Church.  Organized in the Fall of 
2012, the CIA adopted Round Hill Elementary 
School and began its partnership by collecting 
school supplies and providing Morale Snacks 
and Appreciation Luncheons for the faculty and 
staff of Round Hill.  Volunteers from each 
church staffed the annual Field Day in the 
Spring of 2013-2016.  In the Fall of 2013, the 
CIA expanded its involvement by providing 
Snack Packs for 15 students during extended 
school holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Spring Break), as well as offering volunteer 
opportunities for Reading Buddies, Lunch 
Buddies and administrative support staff.  For 
the 2016-2017 school year, the CIA hopes to 
continue providing school supplies, teacher 
and staff morale meals, snack packs for more 
students over the holidays, and more 
volunteers in the school to serve as reading 
and/or lunch buddies. 
 
Please give generously to the Congregations in 
Action-Williamson Road.  If you would like to 
volunteer for this outreach, please contact 
Dottie Wrabel. 
 
FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . . 
By Pam Reilly 

 
 

All church members can name their church as 
the last beneficiary in their wills. 
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*BIRTHDAYS FOR AUGUST . . .  
 
August   1 Brooke Frost  
August   3 Mercedes Malick 
August   4 Mary Leigh Capps 
August   5 Susan Bentley 
August   6     Rose Blessing Anderson 
August   6 Ryan Laxton 
August   7 Betty Harnsberger 
August   8 Margaret Williamson 
August   9 Jennifer Champion Hanson                    
August   9 Jordyn Rae Price 
August 10 Cathy Cohen 
August 11 Melissa Hays-Smith  
August 12 Demian Kovac 
August 12 Bryan Oliver Witz 
August 13 Kirin Lynne Johnstone 
August 13 Shelby Laxton 
August 14 Debbie Hassell 
August 15 Lonnie Bower 
August 17 Betty Jo Magee 
August 17 JoAnn Criscione 
August 19 Allison Chan 
August 19 Butch Eanes 
August 19 Steve Wiegandt 
August 22 Clay Kasey  
August 22 Kevin Laxton 
August 29 Avis Aheron 
August 30 Dustin Hassell 
 
*ANNIVERSARIES FOR AUGUST . . . 
 
August   4  Ray & Lawton Kasey 
August   8 James & Linda Kyle 
August 10 Michael & Sue Bentley 
August 18 Donna & Arby Frost 
 
*Please contact the church office, if your birthday  or 
anniversary is not on our list or is incorrect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 
 
Round Hill School:   Please continue to save 
the box tops.  We are in the process of 
gathering volunteers for the fall.  One morning 
or one afternoon is all we ask.  My goal is 10 
from St. James.  Many sales on back-to-school 
items.  List is on the bulletin board and shown 
below.  For more information or questions, 
contact me, Dottie Wrabel, 540-204-4316. 
 
Round Hill School Supply Collection 
 
It is time for our annual back to school 
collection of classroom supplies for Round Hill 
Elementary School, our local neighborhood 
school.  You can help support our partnership 
with the students, teachers and staff by picking 
up some needed items, and leaving them in 
the Round Hill box in the Parish Hall.  This 
collection is part of a larger valley wide project 
sponsored by Congregations in Action (CIA).    
 
Here is the list of what is needed: 
 

• New underwear and new or gently used 
short and long pants, girls and boys sizes 
4,5,6 

• Glue sticks (large size .77 oz) 
• Boxes of 8,10,16, or 24 crayons 
• pink erasers 
• #2 pencils 
• children’s scissors 
• small dry erase markers 
• marbled composition books 
• Ziplock bags (sandwich, quart, & gallon 

size) 
• baby wipes 
• hand sanitizer 
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NOTES OF THANKS . . . 
 
Many thanks to my St. James family for all your 
prayers, phone call, visits, cards and good 
wishes following my knee replacement surgery 
back in May.  I'm well on my way to a full 
recovery in no small part due to your 
kindnesses and concerns. 

Pam Reilly 
 
 
SCOUTING NEWS . . . 
By Butch Johnstone 
 
St. James provides leadership for Cub Scout 
and Boy Scout Pack 5 and Troop 5 which meet 
at Huntington Court United Methodist Church. 
Seven different denominations are represented 
in the Troop and Pack and provide adult 
leadership and meeting space. Ann Bird and 
Butch Johnstone are Cubmaster and 
Scoutmaster; John Bird and Kristen Johnstone 
are assistants and committee members.  
 
Our Cub Pack and Troop 5 Scouts have been 
busy leading into and during this first month of 
summer. Following are some of the highlights: 
 

• JT Brewer attained the Rank of Eagle Scout. 
• Matthew Carney completed his Eagle Scout 

service project (development of 1.5 miles of 
trail in steep and rugged terrain, and a picnic 
area at Little House Mountain Preserve) and 
awaits his Board of Review. 

• Both JT and Matthew had their18th birthday 
and became Assistant Scoutmasters with our 
Troop. 

• Our Troop and Pack had a combined 3-day 
campout at Camp Ottari, Foxfire site. 

• The Troop provided youth and adult leadership 
and instructors for two training events, the 
Cub's Gold Rush and Scout's Fire Training 
Center Day.  Five of our Scouts were among 
35 receiving instruction at FTC Day, and 
earned the Fire Safety, First Aid, and 
Emergency Preparedness merit badges. 

• Scouts Ashton and Isaac completed the week-
long National Youth Leadership Training 
course.  

• Seven Scouts and 4 leaders went to Camp 
Ottari the week of July 2-9. Alex and Philip 
attended Mountain Man high adventure camp. 
During the week 22 merit badges were earned, 
10 additional badges are underway and 4 
Scouts completed Rank advancement 
requirements. 

• The Troop provided 361 hours of community 
service since April 30th. 

• Order of the Arrow (honor society) members 
Ashton, Ian, Roy Creasy, and Butch Johnstone 
cooked for and/or staffed regional and council 
events for the Order.  

• Scouters Lori Kendrick, Horace Carney and 
David Reep completed Wood Badge advanced 
leadership training and are currently working 
on their “ticket” items. 
 
Of special note to St. James: Ian Johnstone 
will shortly begin work on his Eagle Scout 
service project which is to correct erosion 
problems and extend the landscaped and 
paved area of the St. James 
Columbarium.  Kevin Shepherd and Kevin 
Laxton assisted Ian in the initial planning 
stages.  Ian's project was approved last Fall 
but has been delayed by the need to complete 
JT and Matthew's projects before their 18th 
birthdays and by the recent and frequent heavy 
rains.  Ian expects to begin work within the 
next few weeks. If you would like to assist with 
this exciting project, please contact the 
Johnstones (362-2094). 
 
Do you know any boys ages 7-17 interested in 
learning outdoors skills, good citizenship, and 
exploring over 135 sports, crafts, science, 
trades, business, and future careers? If so, 
please have them contact Ann Bird, Butch, Ian, 
or Kristen Johnstone for information about 
joining Scouts. 
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 2016 
 
Aug 7   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Josie Wiegandt          Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte    Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Tricia Champion, JoAnn Criscione 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery    Sara Ostrom, Jessica Price 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist    Samson Mamour         Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    JoAnn Criscione 
Lector 2    Carla Spencer          
Prayers    Chris Criscione   

 
Aug 14   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Thomas Rucker          Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Art Tatman, Gail Fields, Mary Page Gwaltney  
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery    Kim & Shelby Laxton 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly    
Lector 1    Maile Armstrong  
Lector 2    Donna Frost          
Prayers    Michael Bentley           

 
Aug 21 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz,  Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Sarah Perry            Coffee     Avis Aheron, Lawton Kasey 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery    Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Lynn Wright  
Lector 2    Doug Tuggle          
Prayers    Laura Anderson            

 
Aug 28 
8 AM    Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ryan Laxton           Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 

Acolyte    Thomas Rucker          Coffee     Carl & Pat Ball 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery    Ann Bird, Laura Anderson 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1    Taylore Price  
Lector 2    Michael Bentley          
Prayers    Brandt Gawor                              

           
Sep 4   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte    Abby Price            Coffee     Larry & Doris Mattox 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery    Sara Ostrom, Jessica Price 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist    Laura Anderson          Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter     
Lector 1    Chris Criscione  
Lector 2    Jackie Leonard          
Prayers    Betsy Briggs                 

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

3  
 

4  
7:00 PM 

AA 
 

5  
 

6  
10:00 AM 

AA 

7  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship   

8  
 

9  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

10  
 

11  
7:00 PM 

AA 
 

12  
 

13  
10:00 AM 

AA 

14  
9:00 AM 
Outreach 

Committee 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

15  
6:45 PM 
Vestry 

16  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

17  
 

18  
7:00 PM 

AA 
 

19  
5:30 PM 

Down 
Syndrome 
Support 
Group 

20  
10:00 AM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

Adult Supper 
at 

Mattox/Brown 
Home 

21  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

22  
 

23  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

24  
6:45 PM 

Little 
Church 

Social Club 

25  
7:00 PM 

AA 
 

26  
 

27  
10:00 AM 

AA 

28  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

29  
 

30  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

31  
 

Notes: 

 


