
                                           THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE  
 

  
Dear Saints of James, 
 In the spring of 2015, Pope Francis announced that 
2016 would be a Jubilee Year, called "The Year of Mercy." The 
practice of a jubilee year has ancient roots in the Jewish 
tradition and evidence for it can be found in the Old Testament.   
The jubilee year was called every fifty years and was a time for 
forgiveness.  It stood as a reminder of God's providence and 
mercy.  The dedication of a year for this emphasis provided the 
community with a time to come back into right relationship with 
one another and with God.  This is a holy year filled with a call 
to experience God’s grace through conversion, repentance, 
and reaching out as vessels of God’s mercy in our hurting 
world. 
 Mercy is a willingness to help those in need simply 
because they are in need. It is always rooted in our relationship 
with the Holy One, grounded in the relationship established by 
the covenant between God and his people.  Because 
relationship with God implies relationship among people, mercy 
is the loving kindness and service we owe each other.   
 In the Roman Catholic tradition, there are seven 
corporal works of mercy – these come from the teaching of 
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. In addition, there are seven 
spiritual works of mercy, which come forth from early Church 
teachings. Each of these works of mercy is an invitation to 
deepen our relationship with God by deepening our 
relationship with our brothers and sisters.   
 

Seven Corporal Works of Mercy 
 

Feed the Hungry : Donate non-perishable food items to our 
grocery basket to be distributed to the Presbyterian Center. 
Decide as a family not to eat out during Lent and contribute the 
money saved to Episcopal Relief and Development, Heifer 
International, or another social service organization. Volunteer 
to deliver for Meals on Wheels. 
Give Drink to the Thirsty : Donate blood to the American Red 
Cross for disaster relief efforts. Keep bottled water in your car 
to hand out to the homeless. 
 

(Continued on page 2 . . . ) 
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*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Red Cross Blood 
Drive, Sponsored by DOK 

Friday, March 4 
2 to 6 p.m. 

 
Bishop’s Visit 

March 6 
 

Holy Week Services 
March 20 to 27 

Schedule Included 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 
Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net 
www.stjamesroanoke.org   
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 
The Rev. William R. Eanes, Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net  
All Saints of James, Reporters 

Internet Web Page: 
 

www.stjamesroanoke.org  
Laura Anderson, Web Master 

LTAnderson@cox.net 
The St. James Vestry: 

 
Senior Warden, Chris Criscione, 366-7537 

Junior Warden, Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 
† Kim Laxton, Clerk, 632-9148 

 †Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 556-3011 
Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 

Bill Barksdale, 977-2276 
Betsy Briggs, 344-4567 
Allison Chan, 343-4097 

Dorothy Herndon, 362-0457 
Kate Perry, 334-1197 

 
( † - Not Vestry members) 

Standing Committees & Chairs 
 

Reorganizing for 2016  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 
992-3088 

Daughters of the King:  Helen Campbell 
489-4536 

 
 
 
 

Rector's Message Continued. . . 
 
Shelter the Homeless : Coordinate the 
collection of personal care items to donate to 
Mental Health America of the Roanoke, VA.  
Volunteer as a family to help Habitat for 
Humanity. Consider fostering or adopting a 
homeless pet through St. Francis of Assisi or 
donate old blankets. 
Visit the Sick :  Contact a local nursing home 
and schedule a time for your family to visit and 
lead a sing-a-long for the residents. Send a 
card to a member of your parish who is 
homebound. 
Visit the Prisoners : Jesus said to visit the 
prisoners, and our diocese will be developing a 
ministry within the prison system.  Take time to 
visit a parishioner who may be recovering from 
surgery, illness or addiction, and feels 
imprisoned.  Prepare a meal to share with a 
member of your parish who is homebound. 
Bury the Dead : Express your sympathy to the 
family of someone who has recently died, and 
be faithful in prayer.  Call or visit someone on 
the anniversary of their loved one’s death. 
Give Alms to the Poor : Daily put your change 
in your mite box, to purchase one or more 
goats for a family in Africa. Clean out your 
closets and donate usable clothing, toys, and 
household items to Goodwill or the Rescue 
Mission to help fund their ministry. 
 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

The spiritual works of mercy invite us to a 
deeper relationship with another and require 
self-reflection as well as a giving of yourself. 
 
Counsel the Doubtful : Examine how you are 
a witness of your faith in daily life. Who do you 
know that is struggling and needs a listening 
ear? 
Instruct the Ignorant : Share your faith in a 
non-judgmental way, and encourage study of 
the Holy Scriptures, Theology, and Ethics. 
Admonish the Sinner : We are called to 
"speak the truth in love," as St. Paul put it (see 
Eph 4:15), with both courage and compassion. 
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Comfort the Sorrowful : Take time to listen to 
someone who is going through a difficult 
situation. Being present is more important than 
saying the “right” thing. 
Forgive Injuries : Let go of grudges. Say “I’m 
sorry” when you have hurt someone and “I 
forgive you” when someone has hurt you. 
Consider celebrating the sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession) before Easter. 
Bear Wrongs Patiently : Instead of reacting to 
a situation, step back and take a deep breath, 
say a prayer; when calm, then respond. The 
only thing you can control is your own 
emotional reaction. 
Pray for the Living and the Dead : Keep a 
book of intentions that you will pray for on a 
daily basis. Adopt a prayer partner to hold you 
up in prayer, and to nourish you spiritually.   
These spiritual disciplines are to strengthen us 
internally, as well to serve others.  May this 
Lenten season be a time of shedding 
unhealthy practices, and taking on practices 
that bring life and light to us and all those 
whose lives we touch.     
   Lenten Blessings, SEB+ 
 
 

Lenten Mite Boxes 
 
Remember to add your daily change to the 
Episcopal Relief and Development mite boxes 
that will be distributed on Ash Wednesday.  
They will be collected on the Sunday after 
Easter and used to address the needs of the 
world identified in the Millennium Development 
Goals, through the Gifts for Life program.  The 
Gifts for Life project provides livestock and 
training to struggling people around the world 
so they can become self-reliant for food and 
income.  Look for Gerty the Goat in the Parish 
Hall who would love to have your contributions; 
our goal is to “purchase” at least 2 goats to be 
sent to Africa, so that is $160.00 to change two 
families’ lives. 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Healing Service with Holy Eucharist 
 
 On Saturday, March 5th, at 4:00 pm, we 
will have a dedicated healing service, with the 
laying on of hands and anointing.  This liturgy 
is for healing of every kind, whether physical, 
spiritual or emotional.  Therefore, it is 
appropriate for us to conduct prayers for 
wholeness and healing, especially during the 
season of Lent.  Some of us need healing from 
broken relationships; some of us need healing 
from psychological distress; some of us need 
the gift of physical healing.  None of us are 
exempt from needing God’s healing presence 
in our lives, and from being a healing presence 
in the lives of others.  This service is open to 
anyone who wishes to come, so spread the 
word and be a part of bringing healing to the 
world. 
 

ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS 
 
In March, we recognize and give thanks for the 
ministry of the Caregivers Group, the Rector, 
and all who provide pastoral care. May they, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, bring 
comfort and support to all whom they serve. 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
Bishop Mark Bourlakas’ Visitation:  Bishop 
Mark will be at St. James on Sunday, March 6th 
for his regular parish visitation, at the 8 a.m. 
and 10 a.m. Sunday morning services.  He will 
also visit the South Sudanese Christian 
Fellowship, where Samson Mamour will be 
confirmed.          
     Although it is Lent, it will be a day of 
celebration at St. James, as we gather as a 
community of faith with our Bishop, and will 
celebrate the Baptism of baby Moses Akur and 
Confirmations. Mark your calendars and plan 
to be a part; a gourmet reception will follow the 
10:00 am service in the Parish Hall.  Please 
bring table ready finger foods. 
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ECW:  The St. James ECW will meet on 
Tuesday, March 8th at 11:00 a.m. in the parish 
hall.  All women of the parish are invited to 
attend our semi-annual business meeting as 
we make plans for 2016.  Following the 
meeting, a bountiful potluck luncheon will be 
enjoyed by all. 
 
 
YOUTH NEWS . . .   
By Beth Wiegandt 
 
Youth @ Council  was once again a fabulous 
event.  Although sleeping on the floor is not a 
favorite of mine, I come away from the event 
energized and awed by the creativity, care, and 
willingness to open up their faith that typifies 
the youth who lead and attend.  One of my 
great joys is seeing the growth from year to 
year of these youth.  They begin as timid, yet 
excited 6th graders, overwhelmed with the 
activity and pure joyous noise.  Then, the fire 
takes hold and they mature in an environment 
that is loving and accepting of all their 
individual gifts (and quirks).  This culminates to 
the confident leader: one who speaks from the 
heart, engages the younger youth, works 
behind the scenes without complaint, tells 
stories to put the shy to rest, and countless 
other tasks that lead another batch of youth 
into God's community. Their light shines and 
touches all they come in contact with. I am 
thankful that I am among the lucky who get to 
experience them. 
 
Upcoming Youth Events: 

• YMT Applications (for current 8th graders 
and older) are available NOW at 
www.youth.dioswva.org - come be a part of 
the team that designs and staffs these 
awesome youth events. 

• Spring Youth Event (for grades 5 - 
8).  Designed with the middlers and soon to 
be middlers in mind, this event is being 
planned now and promises to be a week-
end you won't forget.  Filled with small 
group study, wacky games, songs, skits, 
and more!  April 22 - 24, registration 
available soon. 

• Summer Camps are open for 
registration!  Many camps are available for 
children and youth of all ages at  
• Phoebe Needles:  

http://www.phoebeneedles.org/summer_
camps.html  

• River Adventure Program:  
www.campbethelvirginia.org 

• Kanuga:  http://www.kanuga.org/confere
nce-calendar/conference-calendar-
details/youthweek 

• The English are coming!  This is our year 
to host the Bradford Youth Exchange and 
we will be looking for host families to house 
a couple (or more) of the youth as they take 
in the sites of and make connections in 
DIOSWVA.  More dates and info to come. 

 
 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Sam Campbell 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 
 
                                           + 
                                       +      + 
                   Time         +          +         Talent 
                                   +             + 
                                  +  +  +  +   + 

           Treasure 
 
 

A Difficult Lesson :  From Mark 10:21 Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack 
one thing.  Go, sell what you own, and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; then come, follow me.”  
 
Response from Forward Day by Day, exact 
writer not known.   “I’ve heard quite a few 
people who claim to be Biblical literalists talk 
about quite a few things in the Bible. And yet 
nearly every so-called literalist I know finds a 
way to fudge on this verse.  The teaching 
makes us uncomfortable, so we ignore it...  I’m 
wary of anyone who offers an easy answer 
here.  There can be no doubt that possessions 
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can stand between God and us. …I’m still 
praying.”   
 
According to Mark, the very nice man, who had 
kept all the commandments all his life, went 
away sad, for “he had many riches.”  I don’t 
know how to handle this either, other than to 
realize that how we use our possessions is 
quite vital to our Christian life.  What we do 
know is that Jesus constantly reminds us about 
the use of money throughout the gospels.  
While he says that “it is easier from a camel to 
pass through a needle than for a rich man to 
enter God’s kingdom,” he also says that, with 
God, everything is possible.   
 
In the final analysis it comes down to the 
degree of importance we place on money and 
its uses, and that is between us and God.  Just 
don’t think that how we use money is not 
important to God.   
 
It’s Never Too Late :  It’s never too late to take 
a second look at what we give to God, and I 
encourage all of us to do just that.  Is there 
some way we can do more?  Is there 
something I can give up?  This too is an 
individual/family decision, and it needs to come 
as a prayerful response.  St. James is blessed 
with wonderful leadership and staff, as well as 
blessed to do several outreach programs in our 
community.  Could you give it one more (at 
least one more) consideration? 
 
Remember :  Please remember that we can 
give to St. James’s work through several 
avenues, including Adopt-a-Day for $60.00; 
Treat of the Week; giving through your will; and 
the use of Kroger cards.   
 
Quotable  Quotes :  The world asks, “What 
does a person own?”  God asks, “How does a 
person use what he or she has been given?”   
 
You have not lived until you have done 
something for someone who can never repay 
you. (John Bunyan (1628-1688), English Puritan 
writer and preacher.)     

2016 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS 
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of the 

last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 

December 24, 2015 adopted anonymously in 
loving memory of Bill Williamson. 
 
February 15 adopted by Figgy the cat in 
celebration of Maddie Linkous’ 8th birthday. 
 
February 28 adopted by Pansy in celebration 
of Esther Williamson’s birthday. 

 
July 4 adopted by Frances Stebbins in honor of 
her daughter’s, Julie Stebbins Bordelon, 60th 
birthday. 
 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 

Benevolence Sunday Offering:   
March 20, 2016 

 
The Youth Scholarship fund will be the 
recipient of the Benevolence Sunday offering 
on March 20, 2016.  Scholarships are awarded 
to the youth of St. James to help with the cost 
of youth activities sponsored by the parish, 
diocese or national church.  Your support of 
the youth through your donations to the youth 
scholarship fund can be the difference in a 
youth from our parish attending or not 
attending such activities as Phoebe Needles 
summer camp, Youth at Council, Mass on the 
Mountain, Happening, diocesan youth mission 
trips, Bradford Youth Exchange, or EYE 
(Episcopal Youth Event).  Please give 
generously to the Youth Scholarship fund.   
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FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . . 
By Pam Reilly 
 

 
 

Be a WILLing Christian.   
Remember your church. 

 
 
 
 
*BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH . . .  
 
March 2 Brian Counihan 
March 3 Taylor Flynt 
March 6 Ashley Nelson 
March 7 Alex Bentley 
March 8 Chip Konrad  
March 8 Kurt Konrad  
March 8 Keith Carter 
March 9 Jim Williamson 
March 9 Terri Curley 
March 9 Chris Criscione 
March 11 Aaron Kovac 
March 14 Mark Malick 
March 15 Cam Srpan 
March 16 Mike Kennedy 
March 21 Alicia Baxter 
March 24 TeeDee Kelei 
March 25 Lawton Kasey 
March 26 Butch Johnstone 
March 29 Boots Ingram 
 
 
*Please contact the church office, if your birthday or 
anniversary is not on our list or is incorrect. 
 
 

 

A walk into the dark 
—from Called to Question by Joan Chittister (Sheed & 

Ward) 
 
The spiritual life does not come cheap. It is not 
a stroll down a Mary Poppins path with a 
candy-store God who gives sweets and 
miracles. It is a walk into the dark with the God 
who is the light that leads us through darkness. 
  
Darkness, I have discovered, is the way we 
come to see. It creates the depressions that, 
once faced, teach us to trust. It gives us the 
sensitivity it takes to understand the depth of 
the pain in others. It seeds in us the humility it 
takes to learn to live gently with the rest of the 
universe. It opens us to new possibilities within 
ourselves. 
  
Darkness is a very spiritual thing. 
  
Myra B. Nagel has written, “The season of Lent 
is a time to reflect on the cross and its meaning 
for our lives.” There is no doubt in my mind that 
the cross is significant in any life. Who ever 
carries a cross and is the same at the end of 
the journey as they were at the beginning? The 
only question is the nature of the change. I 
have so far always been stronger at the end of 
struggle than I was at the outset. But I have 
always been more independent, distant, 
isolated, as well.  That hasn’t been all bad—but 
it has, at the same time, taken its toll. 
  
I have discovered over time that the cross is 
supposed to take its toll on us. It forms us to 
find God in the shadows of life. Ironically 
enough, it is the cross that teaches us hope. 
When we have survived our own cross, risen 
alive from the grave of despair, we begin to 
know that we can survive again and again and 
again, whatever life sends us in the future. It is 
this hope that carries us from stage to stage in 
life, singing and dancing around dark corners. 
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But hope is not a private virtue. Hope makes 
us witness to the invincibility of the spirit. The 
hope we bring to others becomes the one sure 
gift we have to give to those in pain. 
  
The God of the Dance beckons us out of the 
caves of the soul to faith and trust and new 
beginnings. It’s when we get trapped in the 
past—in its details, and its shame, and its 
narrow boxes and short leashes—that life 
stops for us. When life is defined for us by 
others, we limit our sense of ourselves. Then 
we dismiss the God of Possibility from our 
lives. We refuse to become the more that we 
are. We sit on the dung heap of our past and 
make it our present. We fail to believe that God 
is. That God is in us. That God is calling us out 
of the darkness into the light. 
  
Darkness is one of the ways to God, provided 
we see it as leading to the light.  Provided we 
don’t turn it into the death of our own soul. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Generosity . . . 
By Renée Toth 
 
      Because of your generosity on Sunday, 
January 31, a $240 gift card from Wal-Mart 
was purchased for Jennifer Durling, Jessica 
Price’s Mother, and given to her the following 
day. 
     In addition, Maile and I took your generous 
donation of food to the Soup 4 Seniors 
collection location on Monday, Feb 8.  There 
were 155 cans of soup, 18 boxes of crackers, 
12 cans of ravioli, 6 large boxes of hot 
chocolate plus assorted other items like cups 
of fruit, macaroni and cheese, cans of stew, 
and peanut butter. 
     We watched for a while as many volunteers 
checked expiration dates on cans, sorted 
soups, and packed ten cans of soup with a box 
of crackers and a few miscellaneous items into 
red shopping bags provided by AARP.  These 
bags are distributed to folks who receive meal-
on-wheels and others in need.   
     Thank you for your generosity. 
  
 
Notes of Thanks . . .  
 
Dear Saints of James, 
     I have much to be grateful for; one of my 
most favorite gifts is the love and support I 
receive from the Saints of James.  Thank you 
for my generous Christmas Gift and your 
continuing prayers. 
    Butch Eanes 
 
 

 
BLOOD DRIVE 

 
An American Red Cross Blood Drive will be 
held at St. James on Friday, March 4, from 2 to 
6 p.m.  Mark your calendar now if you think you 
are an eligible blood donor.  Contact Mary 
Page Gwaltney with questions:  797-1738; 
mpgwaltney@cox.net 
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 2016 

 
Mar 6   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Josie Wiegandt          Coffee     Parish Life 
T Bearer    Susan Akur            Nursery    Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
        Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    Helen Campbell  
Lector 2    Art Tatman         
Prayers    Brandt Gawor  

 
Mar 13   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte    Cole Mattox                   Coffee     Larry & Doris Mattox 
T Bearer    Ryan Laxton           Nursery    Ann Bird, Laura Anderson 
        Maddi Shepherd         Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Pam Reilly             Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly    
Lector 1    Sam Campbell  
Lector 2    Sabrina Malick          
Prayers    Betsy Briggs           

 
Mar 20  Palm Sunday 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz,  Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Josie Wiegandt          Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Lonnie Bower, Joyce Brown, Jean Schaefer 
T Bearer    Yuri Malick            Nursery    Kim Laxton, Alicia Baxter 
        Jordyn Price            Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector        Various         
Prayers    Avis Aheron           

 
 
Holy Week Schedule :  Weekday. Noon Services (12:15 PM) 
       Monday, March 21 , Chalicist/Acolyte – Lawton Kasey, Lector – Jackie Leonard 
       **Altar Guild: Lonnie Bower, Odell James – Set up for Tuesday 
       Tuesday, March 22 , Chalicist/Acolyte – Pam Reilly, Lector – Helen Campbell 
           Altar Guild:  Lonnie Bower, Odell James- Set up for Wednesday 
       Wednesday, March 23 , Chalicist/Acolyte – Avis Aheron, Lector – Donna Frost 
           Altar Guild: Lonnie Bower, Odell James, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly– Set up for Thursday  
  
Maundy Thursday, March  24 

 
Crucifer      Sarah Perry            Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 
Acolyte     Josie Wiegandt          Coffee     ------------------------- 
T Bearer     -------------------------        Nursery    ------------------------- 
Chalicist     Pat Ball              Tellers     ------------------------- 
Lector      Carla Spencer                Altar Guild   All Altar Members 
Prayers     Helen Campbell                 

 
Good Friday ,  March 25,   Chalicist Tim Buchholtz,  Acolyte/Torch Bearer – Avis Aheron,   

Torch Bearer- Betsy Briggs, Lector – Maile Armstrong, Ushers – Kevin Shepherd, Bill Witz, Altar Guild: Sue Bentley cleanup 
 
March 26, Saturday, Easter Vigil 
  
     Crucifer     Joe Hart               Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 
     Acolyte     Ryan Laxton            Coffee     Parish Life 

T Bearer     Abby Price             Nursery    ------------------------ 
              Thomas Rucker           Tellers     ------------------------ 
     Chalicist     Arby Frost              Altar Guild    Setup: Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter,    
     Lector      Various                        Mary Davis, Odell James, Boots Ingram 
     Prayers     Art Tatman                       
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Mar 27    Easter Sunday 
8 AM    Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Daniel Malick           Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte    Cole Mattox            Coffee     Boots Ingram, Odell James, Pam Reilly, Dottie Wrabel 
T Bearer    Maddi Linkous          Nursery    Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        Yuri Malick            Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly    
Lector 1    Donna Frost  
Lector 2    Lynn Wright          
Prayers    Sam Campbell                              

           
Apr 3   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Thomas Rucker          Coffee     Art Tatman, Cam Spran, Danny Fainter 
T Bearer    Susan Akur            Nursery    Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
        Ryan Laxton           Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist    Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    JoAnn Criscione  
Lector 2    Doug Tuggle          
Prayers    Sabrina Malick                

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Election Day 
10 AM 

Prayer Group 
6 PM   

EFM (home of 

Mary Page 
Gwaltney) 

7 PM  
AA  

(Downstairs) 

2  
3:30 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd 

Atrium’s Open 
House 

5:15 PM 
DOK 

 

3  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium’s Open 

House 
7 PM 

Bible Study 
7 PM 
AA 

4  
2 to 6 PM 

DOK Sponsored 
American Red 
Cross Blood 

Drive 

5  
10 AM 

AA 
4 PM 

Healing Service 

6  
Bishop Mark’s 

Visit 
3 PM   
AA 

5:30 PM   
South Sudanese 

Worship 

7  
 

8  
10 AM 

Prayer Group 
11 AM 
ECW 
6 PM 
EFM 
7PM 
AA 

9  
3:30 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd Atrium 

6:45 PM 
Little Church 
Social Club 

 

10  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium 
7 PM 

Bible Study 
7 PM 
AA 

11  
 

12  
10 AM 

AA 

13 Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 
9 AM 

Outreach 
Committee 

3 PM 
AA 

5:30 PM 
South Sudanese 

Worship 

14  
 

15  
10 AM 

Prayer Group 
6 PM 
EFM 
7 PM 
AA 

16  
3:30 PM 

The Good 
Shepherd Atrium 

17  
3:30 PM 

The True Vine 
Atrium 
7 PM 

Bible Study 
7 PM 
AA 

 

18  
5:30 PM 

Down Syndrome 
Support Group 

19  
10 AM 

AA 

20 Spring Begins 

Palm Sunday 
3 PM 
AA 

5:30 PM 
South Sudanese 

Worship 
 

21  
Holy Monday 

12:15 PM 
Holy Eucharist 

 

22  
Holy Tuesday 

12:15 PM 
Holy Eucharist 

 

23  
Holy Wednesday 

12:15 PM 
Holy Eucharist 

 

24  
Maundy 

Thursday 
7:30 PM 

Holy Eucharist 
7 PM 
AA  

(downstairs) 

25  
Good Friday 

12 Noon 
Community 

Service 
7:30 PM 

Holy Eucharist 
 

26  
Holy Saturday 

9 AM 
Holy Eucharist 

8:30 PM 
Easter Vigil 

 

27  
Easter 
3 PM 
AA 

5:30 PM 
South Sudanese 

Worship 
 

28  
 

29  
10 AM 

Prayer Group 
6 PM 
EFM 
7 PM 
AA 

 

30  
 

31  
7 PM 

Bible Study 
7 PM 
AA 

Notes: 

 
 



The Holy Week Journey at St. James Episcopal Church  
 
The services of Holy Week commemorate Jesus’ descent into death before the great miracle of 
Easter.  If you allow yourself to descend to the depths of despair in what seems to be Jesus’ final 
hours, you will experience in new ways the incomparable power of the resurrection of Easter.  Daily 
Eucharists trace the journey, building through the foot washing service on Maundy Thursday, the 
veneration of the Cross on Good Friday, the waiting of Holy Saturday, to the triumph of Easter in 
the Great Easter Virgil service and the joyous Easter Sunday celebrations. 
 

Palm Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:00 am; 5:30 pm South Su danese Worship  
Palm Sunday comprises two very different themes.  Initially we focus on the Messiahship of Christ, 
which we celebrate with the blessing of palms and a procession into the church.  Then, the mood 
switches to sadness as we remember the events leading up to our Lord’s death in the solemn 
reading of the Passion Gospel. 
 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week:  12:15  pm 
These are meditative Eucharists in which we reflect on some of the lesser-known themes of Holy 
Week.  These services provide the time and space for quiet reflection on our journey to the Cross.  
On Tuesday the laying on of hands and anointing for healing will take place in the liturgy for those 
who wish to participate. 
 

Maundy Thursday: 7:30 pm  
Maundy Thursday commemorates the humility of Jesus and the institution of the Holy Eucharist.  
To follow Jesus’ example of servant ministry, we will be washing the feet of those who desire it, 
and following the celebration of Holy Eucharist, the Holy  Sacrament will be taken downstairs to the 
Altar of Repose in room #16.  You are invited to keep vigil and pray as the Disciples were 
instructed to do, in the presence of the Holy Sacrament.  The altar and sanctuary will be stripped at 
the end of our service, symbolizing the stripping of Jesus’ clothes.  We will leave silently in the 
darkness. 
 

Good Friday: Noon and 7:30 pm  
The Williamson Road Clergy Association will have an ecumenical service at 12 noon, Huntington 
Court United Methodist Church, 3333 Williamson Road, NW (at Huntington Blvd).   At 7:30 pm, we 
will gather at St. James to join Jesus at his crucifixion with our Episcopal Good Friday liturgy. 
 

Holy Saturday: 9:00 am  
There is no celebration of the Eucharist at this service as we wait suspended between Jesus 
crucifixion and his rising from the dead.  The Holy Saturday liturgy is a solemn one of lessons and 
prayers. 
 

The Easter Vigil: 8:30 pm  
The Easter Vigil is the first service of the Easter season celebrated after sun down on Saturday, 
and it is the premiere liturgy of the Christian year.  We will join with St. Mark’s, Fincastle, to 
celebrate Christ’s victory over the power of sin and death.  We hear the story of God’s saving acts 
throughout history.  We will renew our Baptismal promises to live as new creations in Christ. We 
encounter the Risen Lord in the breaking of the bread and following the service, we will celebrate 
our Risen Lord with a Gourmet Dessert Party in the Parish Hall. 
 Don’t forget to bring a bell to ring at the Easter Acclamation and a finger dessert for our 
party. 
 

Easter Day: 8:00 am and 10:00 am; 5:30 pm South Sud anese Worship  
Come and celebrate the Risen Lord.  If you have garden flowers in bloom, please bring them for 
the children to flower the cross at the 10 am service. 
the children to flower the cross at the 10:00 am service. 



The Way of the Cross  
This is a spiritual meditation to do during Holy Week.  Just read it and reflect. Copied from Spirituality for Today, March 2004. 
 

I. Pilate Condems Jesus to Die, Mark 15:15-17  
Meditation:  Lord Jesus, often I judge others and fail to be understanding or loving.  Help me to see the people in my 
life through your eyes, not the eyes of a Pontius Pilate. 

 
II. Jesus Accepts His Cross, John 19:16b-17  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, you embraced your cross to redeem the world.  Help me to embrace the crosses in my life—
the hardships, struggles, disappointments, pain.  Only by recognizing my own weakness, can I discover your 
strength. 
 

  III. Jesus Falls the First Time, Isaiah 53:4  
 Meditation:  Lord Jesus, you know how often I fall trying to follow you.  Yet you are always there to  
 lift me up.  Help me always to trust in your loving care for me. 
 
 IV. Jesus Meets His Mother, Luke 2:34b-35  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, your mother Mary’s grief was surpassed by her love for you.  So often you come to me in 
others and their love gives me new life. Help me to see how often you love me through the people in my life. 

 
   V. Simon Helps Carry the Cross, Luke 23:26  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, sometimes I am indifferent to the needs of others in my life. I even neglect those whom I 
love.  Help me to see that loving others is the surest way to find you in my life. 

 
  VI. Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus, Isaiah 53:2-3  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, at times I am afraid to reach out to others. I do nothing when I should act; I say nothing 
when I should speak out.  Give me a deeper and more courageous faith.  Help me to trust that you are with me. 

 
 VII. Jesus Falls the Second time, 2 Peter 2:24  

Meditation: Lord Jesus, failure and disappointment sometimes lead me to despair.  I hide behind my pride and self-
pity, withdrawing from you and others.  Give me the hope I need and help me never to be afraid to begin again. 

 
VIII. Jesus Speaks to the Women, Luke 23:27-31  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, your great compassion for others overwhelms me.  I feel pretty and selfish when I think of 
you and the way you love.  Help me to pour out my love, that you might fill me with your love. 

 
  IX. Jesus Falls the Third Time, Hebrews 4:15-16  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, your failing strength makes me see how helpless I am.  Without you, I can do nothing.  Help 
me to rely on your strength, to see how much I need you. 
 

   X. Jesus is Stripped of His Garments, John 19:23-24  
Meditation:  Lord Jesus, seeing you so cruelly humiliated makes me realize how I cling to my accomplishments, my 
possessions, my way.  Help me to let go of those things in my life that prevent me from growing closer to you and 
others. 

 
  XI.  Jesus is nailed to the Cross, Matthew 27:39-40  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, I can never doubt your great love for me when I see you crucified.  Help me to see your 
cross as the great sign of your love for me. 

 
  XII. Jesus Dies on the Cross, Mark 15:37-39  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, your broken and lifeless body calls me to deeper faith.  You chose death, even death on the 
cross.  Help me to see my crosses as ways of loving you. 

 
XIII. Jesus is Taken From the Cross, John 19:38-42  

Meditation:  Lord Jesus, seeing your body taken from the cross reminds me how fearful I am of letting go of my own 
life.  I am frightened when I think of being unimportant, useless, helpless.  Help me to place my life in your hands.  

 
 XIV.  Jesus is Laid in the Tomb, Matthew 27:59-61  
 Meditation:  Lord Jesus, when I see the great stone sealing your tomb, I feel alone and abandoned.  Even 
 though you sometimes seem distant or absent in my life, help me always to believe in your closeness and 
 loving presence. 



THE ROLE OF DEACONS IN THE DIOCESE OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 
By Chris Criscione 

 

     Many members of St. James are familiar with the Rev. Canon Melissa Hays-Smith, Deacon, 
who has served here at St. James on several occasions, and during Mother Sue’s sabbatical last fall, 
she talked about the Diaconate.  At the 97th Annual Council, held January 29-31, Deacon Hays-
Smith - along with the Rev. Deacon Preston Mitchell, held a workshop outlining the role of 
Deacons throughout the history of our church, the evolving role of Deacons in our diocese and the 
practical considerations for those that God calls to the Diaconate. 
     The Diaconate is best described as a ministry of service, and is a distinctive order of ministry 
dating from the earliest days of the church. Deacons are ordained to personify, and encourage the 
ministries of witness, justice, and compassionate action to which all Christians are called in 
baptism. At their ordination, a deacon is charged to “serve all people, particularly the poor, the 
weak, the sick, and the lonely ... to interpret to the church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the 
world ... to make Christ and his redemptive love known by your word and example ... and to show 
Christ's people that in serving the helpless they are serving Christ himself. “ (Book of Common 
Prayer, Page 543).   To follow their ordination vows, Deacons serve the Bishop and their focus is 
centered in the world, rather than in the parish.  In our diocese, the Deacons are actively involved in 
assisting Bishop Mark in carrying out the missionary goals that are emerging.   
     Deacons also serve liturgically in specific parts of the liturgy such as reading the Gospel, 
introducing and leading the Confession of Sin, preparing the altar for communion, and giving the 
dismissal to the congregation, sending them out into the world to do the work that God has given us 
to do.  During the Easter Vigil, it is the Deacon who carries the Pascal Candle and sings the 
Exsultet.   
     A call to ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church is one that is heard in community;  the 
process begins with a careful listening for the stirrings of the Holy Spirit and continues as others in 
the extended faith community listen to hear God’s will concerning ordination.  The process of 
listening and discerning, as well as formation for ordained ministry, takes about 3 years, and 
includes educational classes, field education, and clinical pastoral education.  Those who are 
hearing a call to the ministry of Deacon, need to contact their Rector for discussion and 
discernment.  If they discern that further exploration of the call is in order, a letter is written to the 
Bishop, a Local Reflection Group meets, and then various interviews follow as directed by the 
Bishop.  A detailed outline of the ordination process is available at www.dioswva.org in the tab for 
Missions and Ministry under the heading “Commission on Ministry.” 
     One important point covered by the Revs Hays-Smith and Mitchell is that the diaconate is a 
non-stipendary position and there are costs involved in the ordination process.  Many of the 
Deacons currently serving in our diocese have full time jobs or are retired.  This issue poses a 
potential problem for younger church members considering a call to the Diaconate who are not yet 
established in a career or simply cannot afford the ordination process in terms of the time involved 
in the preparation and the cost.  Deacon Hays-Smith indicated that the Bishop is looking for 
potential solutions to address this issue.  Information about the Diaconate is available at 
www.episcopaldeacons.org. 
 


