
                                           THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE  
 

  
Dear Saints of James, 
 
A single candle was lighted in the window, shining a small but 
strong light into the darkness of the night.   Advent music was 
playing; I was in a comfortable chair, sitting for a “pause.”  This 
Advent I am practicing mindfulness – intentionally pausing to 
reflect on the day, to live in the present moment, not looking 
behind or planning into the future.  I am seeking to see where 
God is; I know He is already fully here, immersed in this life, 
waiting for me to show up, like the shepherds, like the wise 
men.   For me, the gift of Christmas is too often obscured by 
the frenetic speed of the days and weeks prior to the 25th; I 
have slowed my pace.  I have finally accepted that I can only 
be responsible for how I live the season of Advent, and others 
may make very different choices. 
 
I do invite you to practice mindfulness and being present to the 
day at hand, as part of your Advent preparation for the Feast of 
Christmas.   A lovely meditation by Brother David Steindl-Rast, 
focuses on the real gift given to each of us, which cannot be 
wrapped in any holiday paper. 
 
“You think that this is just another day in your life... It's not just 
another day. It's the one day that is given to you - today... It's 
given to you. It's a gift. It's the only gift that you have right 
now... ...and the only appropriate response is gratefulness.  
     If you do nothing else but to cultivate that response to the 
great gift that this unique day is... If you learn to respond as if it 
were the first day in your life and the very last day then you will 
have spent this day very well.  
     Begin by opening your eyes, and be surprised that you have 
eyes you can open. That incredible array of colors that is 
constantly offered to us for our pure enjoyment. Look at the sky. 
We so rarely look at the sky. We so rarely note how different it 
is from moment to moment, with clouds coming and going. We 
just think of the weather, and even with the weather we don't 
think of all the many nuances of weather... We just think of 
"good weather" and "bad weather."  
 

(continued on page 2 . . .) 
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 Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship 

 
December 13, 2015 

11:30 AM Annual Meeting 
 

December 20, 2015 
10:00 AM  Advent Pageant 

 
December 24, 2015 

Christmas Eve Service 
7:30 PM  Choir Prelude 
8:00 PM  Holy Eucharist 

 
December 25, 2015 

Christmas Day Services 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with 

Carols 
5:30 PM  South Sudanese 

Fellowship 
 

December 27, 2015 
65th Anniversary Celebration 

Honoring The Baby Jesus 
11:15 AM 

 
January 10, 2016 

Pictorial Directory 
Final Date for Photos 

 
 
St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 
Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net 
www.stjamesroanoke.org   
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St. James Episcopal Church 
Clergy: 

The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 
The Rev. William R. Eanes, Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
Staff: 

Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 
Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 

Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net  
All Saints of James, Reporters 

Internet Web Page: 
www.stjamesroanoke.org  

Laura Anderson, Web Master 
LTAnderson@cox.net 

The St. James Vestry: 
Senior Warden, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
Junior Warden, Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 

† Kim Laxton, Clerk, 632-9148 
 †Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 265-0786 
Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 

†Rec. Treasurer, Danny Fainter, 977-4408 
Bill Barksdale, 977-2276 
Allison Chan, 343-4097 

Chris Criscione, 366-7537 
Arby Frost, 989-3054 

Mary Hughes, 772-0968 
Kate Perry, 334-1197 
Renée Toth, 761-7747 

( † - Not Vestry members) 
Standing Committees & Chairs 

Christian Education :  Mary Hughes   
Finance :  Pam Reilly  

Liturgy:  Helen Campbell 
Membership :  Pat Ball 
Outreach :  Ray Kasey 

Parish Life :  Kim Laxton  
Pastoral Care :  Donna Frost 

Property :  Kevin Laxton  
Stewardship :  Sam Campbell 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 
992-3088 

Daughters of the King:  Helen Campbell 
489-4536 

 

Rector's Message Continued. . .  
 
 
     This day, right now, with its unique weather, 
maybe a kind that will never exactly in that 
form come again. The formation of clouds in 
the sky will never be the same as it is right 
now...  
     Open your eyes. Look at that.  
     Look at the faces of people whom you meet. 
Each one has an incredible story behind their 
face, a story that you could never fully fathom. 
Not only their own story, but the story of their 
ancestors. We all go back so far...  
     And in this present moment on this day, all 
the people you meet, all that life from 
generations and from so many places all over 
the world flows together and meets you here 
like a life giving water if you only open your 
heart and drink.  
     Open your heart to the incredible gifts that 
civilization gives to us. You flip a switch and 
there is electric light. You turn a faucet and 
there is warm water, and cold water, and 
drinkable water... a gift that millions and 
millions in the world will never experience.  
     So these are just a few of an enormous 
number of gifts to which you can open your 
heart.  
     And so I am wishing you will open your 
heart to all these blessings and let them flow 
through you. That everyone you will meet on 
this day will be blessed by you, just by your 
eyes, by your smile, by your touch, just by your 
presence.  
     Let the gratefulness overflow into blessing 
all around you. Then it will REALLY be a good 
day.  (Words by Brother David Steindl-Rast) 
 
May the Advent words from Holy Scripture -- 
“wait in patient expectation, be alert in 
watching for the signs of God’s presence”-- be 
with you during this Advent season, and lead 
you to the Holy One.  SEB+ 
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ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS 
 
In December, we give thanks for those who 
participate in our music ministries.  We ask 
your prayers for the Choir Director/Organist, 
and the members of the Adult Choir.  May their 
talents continue to be rendered to the glory of 
God and their music continue to enhance our 
worship services. 
  
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
Shout Out to the Baby Jesus:  As our final 
celebration of our 65th Anniversary year, we 
are throwing a party for everyone who at one 
time was the Baby Jesus in the St. James 
Advent/Christmas pageant.  Our celebration 
will be on the First Sunday of Christmastide, 
December 27th, during coffee hour, and we 
hope all who had that important role of being 
the Christ Child, will bring a picture of 
themselves in the pageant.  Spread the 
message far and wide, to young and old, that 
all those who were once wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, are invited back for this celebration. 
 
Final Photo Directory Call:    Sunday, 
January 10, 2016 , is the last opportunity for 
you to be photographed for the new directory.  
I will be taking photos from 1PM to 4:00PM in 
the Parish Hall.  It only takes approximately 15 
minutes for the whole process.  I will take a 
couple of photos and then we look at them on 
the computer and decide if we need to retake 
them for some reason.  The signup sheet will 
be on the counter in the Parish Hall, starting 
Sunday, December 6, 2015.  These photos are 
being taken in house, so there is no “sales 
pitch” to buy photos .  Please sign up if you 
have not participated yet.   Thanks to all, Pat 
Ball and the Membership Committee 
 
Soup For Seniors 2016 is coming in 
January—St James will be collecting soup & 
crackers for LOAA.  Watch for details in the 
January newsletter. 
 

YOUTH NEWS . . .   
By Beth Wiegandt 
 
Youth @ council  plans are underway.  Get 
this great event for 5th - 12th graders on your 
calendar now so you don't miss it!  It will be at 
St John's Roanoke on January 29 – 31. 
Registration will be coming soon. 
 
Pageant News:  The "Super" Advent pageant 
will be during the 10:00 service on December 
20.  All youth are encouraged to participate 
(yes we have parts for YOU!).  Make plans to 
be at rehearsals on December 6 and 13 during 
Sunday School time.  Youth call time on 
December 20 is 9:00 so we can run through 
the pageant one last time before the service. 
 
Children of St James:  Please join the youth in 
the pageant on December 20!  We will have 
your costumes ready for you on the day of the 
pageant.  Please let Beth know what you would 
like to be. (540) 556-2594.  We have need for 
Angels, Shepherds, Wisemen/women, and 
Sheep. 
 
 
ECW NEWS. . . 
By Pam Reilly 
 
 
On November 29th,   ECW sold decorated fresh 
holiday greenery sprays, which had been made 
by several members earlier that week.  On 
December 1, ECW members filled cookie tins 
with homemade cookies for the Craft and Bake 
Sale the following Sunday.  On Monday, 
December 7th, ECW sponsored the St. James 
holiday dinner which was catered by Tim 
Buchholtz.   This dinner is always a well-
attended and enjoyable event. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Sam Campbell 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 
 
                                           + 
                                       +      + 
                   Time         +          +         Talent 
                                   +             + 
                                  +  +  +  +   + 

           Treasure 
 
 
 

September Giving:   In September we gave!  
Our actual giving on pledged and unpledged 
support was $10,978.20, contrasted with the 
budgeted amount of $8,4534.10, or a variance 
of $2,525.10.  Year-to-date through September 
or three fourths of our year, we have given 
$107,776.20 contrasted with the budgeted 
amount of $102,455.28, or a variance of 
$5,320.92  to the good.  Keep up the good 
work. 
 
Remember :  We can also give through our 
wills, the Kroger cards, treat of the week, end-
of-year gifts, and other ways.   
 
Gratitude Sunday :  By the time you see this 
newsletter, Gratitude Sunday will have been 
November 8.  We trust that everyone has been 
giving careful and prayerful consideration 
about pledges to St. James Church for 2016.  
Here are some succinct points “stolen” from 
various people concerning giving. 
 

• While the church budget is very 
important, that should not be what 
drives our giving.  Rather, we can be 
giving out of gratitude for innumerable 
blessings.    

• Not all parishioners have the same 
resources from which to give, and many 
can also give of time and talent in many 
ways. 

• When planning your personal/family 
budget, plan for your pledge to be paid 
first. 

• In considering giving sometimes it is 
necessary to make that “leap of faith,” 
just as many do when they buy a car, 
get married, or purchase a house.   

• Give toward the church’s ministry and 
mission. 

• November 8 will not be the last of our 
message about giving.  We shall 
continue to put our giving at the forefront.  

• As always, we can’t out give God. 
 

A Prayer:   Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us 
about building treasure in Heaven rather than 
on earth; teach us to be content when our 
needs are satisfied rather than our wants, and 
grant us wisdom to be faithful stewards.  
Amen.  (From “Finding Hope in Hard Times,” 
adapted from Stewards in a Slump. 2009.) 

 
 

2015 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS 
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of the 

last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 
 

• December 24, 2014 adopted 
anonymously in loving memory of Bill 
Williamson. 

• January 13 adopted by Cathie Cook 
in loving memory of her father, Bill, 
on his birthday. 

• January 25 adopted by Avis Aheron 
on the occasion of Grace's birthday. 

• January 30 adopted by Mimi and 
Bob Copenhaver in celebration of 
their 61st wedding anniversary. 

• February 6 adopted by Arby and 
Donna Frost in celebration of our 
son, Jay's marriage to Marie Tiffany 
Tulagan. 

• February 12 adopted by Avis Aheron 
on the occasion of Sarah's birthday. 

• February 15 adopted by Figgy the 
cat in celebration of Madalyn 
Linkous' seventh birthday. 
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2015 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS continued…. 
• February 28 adopted by Pansy in 

celebration of Esther Williamson's 
birthday. 

• March 23 adopted by Jerry and Jean 
Schaefer in honor of Ann and Bob 
Bird. 

• April 5 adopted by Arby and Donna 
Frost on the occasion Peyton's, their 
grandson, Holy Baptism at Trinity 
Episcopal in Lynchburg. 

• April 19 adopted in celebration of 
Jean Schaefer by her friend who 
loves her more. 

• April 26 adopted by anonymous in 
loving memory of Bill Williamson on 
his birthday. 

• May 10 adopted by Pansy in honor 
of her friend's birthday. 

• July 4 adopted by Cathie Cook in 
celebration of Linda Bryant’s 39th 
birthday…again. 

• July 30 adopted by Donna Frost in 
memory of her mother, Esther 
Zastrow. 

• August 5 adopted anonymously in 
celebration of Mother Sue’s birthday. 

• August 15 adopted by Miss Amy, 
Mama Cat, and Yellow Baby in 
celebration of Lonnie Bower’s 
birthday. 

• August 20 adopted by Pam Reilly in 
honor of her St. James Family. 

• August 24 adopted anonymously in 
loving memory of Jerry Hughes. 

• August 26 adopted by Frances 
Stebbins in memory of Charles H. 
Stebbins on his birthday. 

• October 24 adopted by Emma Lou in 
celebration of Mary Hughes’ 
birthday. 

• December 19 adopted by Karen 
Konrad in memory of Dr. Bud for 
their Wedding Anniversary . 

• January 10, 2016 adopted by 
Karen Konrad and family in loving 
memory of Dr . Bud.  

OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 

Benevolence Sundays in December  

     The Benevolence Sunday offering received 
on December 20 will go to Feeding America 
Southwest Virginia.   Since 1981, Feeding 
America  Food Bank has provided millions of 
pounds of food and related product to 
hundreds of partner agencies that have served 
hundreds of thousands of individuals in need of 
emergency food assistance. Without the Food 
Bank’s distribution program there would be 
severe and detrimental effects on the 
disadvantaged families and individuals living in 
our communities. 
     Food banking is a daunting process of 
balancing donated food and sufficient funds to 
secure, transport, track, properly store and 
distribute food to agencies throughout 
Southwest Virginia. Last year, the Food Bank 
distributed over 17.5 million pounds of food 
and related product from its two distribution 
centers in Salem and Abingdon, as well as its 
direct distribution program serving the 
Alleghany Highlands region. Based on audited 
calculations, this food had a value of over $24 
million dollars. 
     But the challenges persist. The availability 
of donated food in our region and across the 
nation is shrinking. A volatile economy and 
more sophisticated production by 
manufacturers continue to reduce errors that 
previously brought more plentiful food 
donations. Both manufacturers and retailers 
are turning more and more to selling previously 
donated food to a secondary market rather 
than donating. 
     The Food Bank is an essential service to 
our communities. Yet it is often overlooked in 
today’s society. It is difficult for many of us to 
believe, accept, or admit that hungry people 
exist in today’s society …in our 
hometowns…and even in our neighborhoods. 
But hunger studies continue to document that 
need. The USDA estimates that 50-million 
Americans are food insecure. 
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     Many circumstances contribute to an 
inadequate food supply. It may be short term 
because of the loss of a job or long term 
because of inadequate fixed incomes or 
terminal or acute illness. Whatever the reason, 
hunger does exist in our region and the 
mission of the Food Bank is to strive to meet 
that basic need. This region of Southwest 
Virginia has also been hard hit by plant 
closings, work force reductions, limited job 
opportunities and constraints to job re-training 
opportunities. 
     The nutritional needs of thousands of 
deprived families in Southwest Virginia rests 
with the Food Bank and its partner agencies. 
    Partner agencies include non-profit food 
pantries, children's feeding programs, shelters, 
soup kitchens, rescue missions and elderly 
care facilities. These partner agencies rely on 
the Food Bank to provide them with large 
quantities of food to which they may not 
otherwise have access. 
     The Food Bank does not directly distribute 
food to those families and individuals in need 
of food assistance but, instead, acts as a 
distribution center to locate, transport, store 
and distribute the food to partner agencies that 
do.  
     Our partner agencies include non-profit food 
pantries, children's feeding programs, shelters, 
soup kitchens, and elderly care facilities. These 
partner agencies rely on the Food Bank to 
provide them with the large quantities of food 
to which they may not otherwise have access.  
     The Feeding America Southwest Virginia  
Food Bank strives to serve, at the lowest cost 
possible, hungry people – children, adults, the 
elderly and the less fortunate by any definition 
– by collaborating with an ever-widening 
network of nonprofit and faith-based food 
distribution agencies throughout our 26-county 
service area.  They seek to improve the overall 
quality of life of those whose needs they 
endeavor to meet. 
 
Lunch is served…@ RAM House 
Did you know that at 11:30 a.m. on December 
19 (and every other month on the third 

Saturday), St. James is scheduled to serve 
lunch at RAM House?  Just a couple of hours 
of your time are all that is required.  If you 
would like to participate in this outreach 
ministry, please contact Avis Aheron 
(avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580-9203) 
for details.  Volunteers are always welcome 
and much appreciated. 
 
 

Debora Nyanakol Deng – Sister in Christ 
 
     In 2014, our Vestry approved a request 
from Fr. Peter Yuol Gur, of the diocese of Wau, 
South Sudan, to sponsor a South Sudanese 
orphan, Deborah Nyanakol Deng.   Fr. Peter is 
on the Bishop of Wau’s staff and one of his 
responsibilities is oversight of orphans, and 
their schooling.  The literacy rate in South 
Sudan is very low, especially for girls, and the 
most critical way that a developing nation can 
better itself, is through the education of its 
citizens. 
 Debora is a bright, inquisitive girl, born 
in 2005, and she is now attending Kitale 
Progressive School in Kenya, which is a 
boarding school.   She enjoys reading 
storybooks and socializing with others.  She is 
doing well in her studies and inspite of the 
tragedy of being an orphan, she is thriving.  
Her classes are: Math, English, Reading, 
Kiswahili, Kusoma, Science, Social Studies, 
C.R.E., and with a 100% in reading and a 95% 
in Science, she is 19th of the 43 students in her 
class.  Fr. Peter moved his wife to Kenya near 
the school so that the Wau orphans there 
would have a place to stay and supervision 
during the school holidays.  A picture of 
Debora is on the bulletin board in The Parish 
Hall. 
 Our commitment for Debora Nyanakol 
Deng’s schooling is $800/year, which covers 
tuition, room & board, text books, and 
expenses for holiday time.  In providing 
schooling for Debora, we are empowering one 
child to be educated and enhance her life, 
while participating in the accomplishment of the 
second Millennium Development Goal.  If you 



St. James Connection                                           December 2015                                                                  7 

 

would like to contribute an offering for Debora’s 
education, please put a check or cash in an 
envelope marked “MDG” and put it in the 
offering plate or send to the parish office.  
Anyone who would like to write to Debora to 
encourage her in her education and expand 
her understanding of how we are all one in the 
Body of Christ, the Rector can give you the 
email address for the School’s director which is 
the best way to communicate.  Mail service is 
not dependable. 
 Most importantly please keep Debora 
and the 5 other orphans sponsored by others 
in our diocese, in your prayers.  Your prayers 
and support are a bright Light in the darkness 
of her life, which she is working hard to 
overcome. 
 
 
FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . . 
By Pam Reilly 

 
 

When you need a will, it will be too late to write 

one. Don't wait.  And don't forget your church. 
 
 
 
NOTES OF THANKS . . . 
 
Mary and Daniel Akur wish to thank the people 
of St. James for the generous gifts showered 
upon them after the birth of Baby Moses.  They 
were very touched and grateful for the support 
both emotionally and financially. 
 
 
*BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER . . .  
 
December    1 Mary Ann Tuggle 
December    2 Denise Smerecki 
December    4 Cason Robert Nichols 
December    7 Maddelena  Shepherd 
December    8  Elizabeth Witz 
December    9 Kevin Shepherd 
December  10 Holly Turner 
December  11 Beth Bird Rock 
December  12 Daniel Malick 

December  13 Betsy Briggs 
BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER continued . . .  
December  14  Susan Tolliver 
December  24 Thomas Rucker 
December  24 Mimi Copenhaver 
December  25 Sharon Miller 
December  25 Alayna Michaela Miller 
December  31 Ray Kasey 
 
 
*ANNIVERSARIES FOR DECEMBER . . . 
 
December    6  Lynn & Bobby Wright 
December    6  Kim & Dave LaPrade 
 
*Please contact the church office, if your birthday or 
anniversary is not on our list or is incorrect. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 

 
Christmas Poinsettias:  If you would like a 
beautiful poinsettia that will adorn our church 
during the Christmas Season, we have ordered 
20 red 7-inch pots.  The 7-inch is $8.99.  
     Please make your checks to St. James 
marked for poinsettia.  If you have any 
questions please call Lynn Wright (540-904-
5439).  If you would like a poinsettia, please fill 
out the form attached and return it to Lynn or 
the church office.  The deadline to turn in the 
form is December 13, 2015. 

 
Altar Flowers:  It is time to sign up to give 
altar flowers for 2016.  During the month of 
December, the Altar Flower chart will be on the 
bulletin board by the kitchen, and you are 
invited to sign up for the Sundays that you wish 
to give flowers in 2016.  Flowers each week 
are $30.00, and checks can be made out to St. 
James Episcopal Church, with a memo of 
“flower fund” and given to Lynn Wright, or put 
in the offering plate.  If you know what 
dedication you would like for the flowers, you 
can give that to Lynn with your money.  If you 
are not sure at this time, then you will need to 
leave that information at the Church office prior 
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to the Sunday you will be giving flowers. 
     If you have not paid for your flowers in 
2015, or cannot remember if you paid, please 
contact Lynn Wright, 992-5615.  Lynn will be 
contacting people in the next few weeks to 
finish collecting for the 2015 Flower Fund. 
 
Alternative Gift Giving:   
 

• Heifer International, www.heifer.org, to 
honor family and friends, give a give of 
livestock and training to families in need 
that will help them lift themselves out of 
poverty. 

• World Vision, www.worldvisiongifts.org, is 
a Christian humanitarian organization 
dedicated to working with children, families, 
and their communities worldwide to reach 
their full potential by tackling the causes of 
poverty and injustice. 

• Five Talents International, 
www.fivetalents.org, empowering the poor 
by promoting innovative savings and 
microcredit programs, business training and 
spiritual development.  (projects in Sudan) 

• Episcopal Relief and Development, 
http://www.er-d.org, is working around the 
world  to assist people affected by poverty, 
disease and disaster, accomplishing the 
Millennium Development Goals.  (projects in 
Sudan) 

• Kiva, http:/www.kiva.org, has a mission to 
connect people through lending for the sake 
of alleviating poverty.  Kiva is the world's 
first person-to-person micro-lending 
program empowering individuals to lend 
directly to unique entrepreneurs in the 
developing world. (projects in Sudan) 

• SERRV, www.serrv.org, buying artisans’ 
work from people living in developing 
countries is an opportunity for you to have a 
direct impact on one of our global market’s 
great injustices: the inequality in income and 
quality of life.  Buy free trade gifts here. 

• Land of a Thousand Hills , 
http://www.landof1000hills.com, has 
transformed the simple act of drinking 
coffee into an opportunity to make a 
difference. "Drink Coffee. Do Good" is a 
way to help break the chains that once 

bound thousands of Rwandan farmers, and 
allow them to enjoy the life that God meant 
for them.  

 
St. Nicholas Day Appeal 

Feast of Nicholas – December 6, 2015 
The Rt. Rev. Mark Allen Bourlakas 

 
Almighty God, in your love you gave your servant 
Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name for deeds of 
kindness both on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that 
your Church may never cease to work for the 
happiness of children, the safety of sailors, the 
relief of the poor, and the help of those tossed by 
tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,  
     As we make our preparations for Advent, 
one of the holiest seasons of the Christian 
year, our diocese’s annual St. Nicholas Day 
Appeal is one significant way that we can 
adjust our focus to the mission that the Son of 
God ushers into our world.  
     This year, your gifts will make possible the 
furnishing of a cottage at Boys Home, 
Covington, and the purchase of a freezer to 
support the Noon Lunch Program that is 
delivered from Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Staunton.  
     The Boys Home cottage will provide a safe 
place for eight boys to live on campus, with 
comfortable seating and sleeping 
arrangements, kitchen appliances, and a 
washer and dryer. The Noon Lunch Program is 
an ecumenical effort which serves a free hot 
meal to more than 150 guests each week—
over 9,000 each year.  
     Please consider faithfully how you might 
support these ministries, either by using the 
envelopes provided to your parish for 
donations to the St. Nicholas' Day Appeal or by 
donating online at www.dioswva.org.  
Donations may be mailed to:  St. Nicholas Day 
Appeal, P.O. Box 2279, Roanoke, VA  24019. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

10:00 AM 
Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

2  

5:00 PM 
Finance 

Committee 
7:00 PM 

Choir 

3  

7:00 PM 
Bible Study 

7:00 PM 
AA 

4  

 
5  

10:00 AM 
AA 

11:00 AM 
Bake/Craft 

Sale Set Up 

6  

9:00 AM 
ECW Holiday 

Sale 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

7  

5:00 PM 
Adult Holiday 

Party 

8  

10:00 AM 
Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

9  

5:00 PM 
Finance 

Committee 
6:45 PM 

Little Church 
Social Club 

7:00 PM 
Choir 

10  

7:00 PM 
Bible Study 

7:00 PM 
AA 

11  

 
12  

10:00 AM 
AA 

11:00 AM 
Tea Sippers 

 

13  

9:00 AM 
Outreach 

Committee 
11:30 AM 

Annual Parish 
Meeting 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

14  

6:45 PM 
Vestry 

15  

10:00 AM 
Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

16  

7:00 PM 
Choir 

17  

7:00 PM 
Bible Study 

7:00 PM 
AA 

18  

5:30 PM 
Down 

Syndrome 
Support 
Group 

19  

10:00 AM 
AA 

20 10:00 AM 
Advent 

Pageant 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

21  

 
22  

10:00 AM 
Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

23  

7:00 PM 
Choir 

24  

7:00 PM 
AA 

8:00 PM 
Holy Eucharist 

25  

10:00 AM 
Holy 

Eucharist 
5:30 PM 

South 
Sudanese 
Worship 

26  

10:00 AM 
AA 

27  

3:00 PM 
AA 

5:30 PM 
South 

Sudanese 
Worship 

28  

 
29  

10:00 AM 
Prayer Group 

6:00 PM 
EFM 

7:00 PM 
AA 

30  

7:00 PM 
Choir 

31  

7:00 PM 
Bible Study 

7:00 PM 
AA 

Notes:  
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2015 
Dec 6   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer    Joe Hart             Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Sarah Perry            Coffee     Carl & Pat Ball 
T Bearer   Ryan Laxton           Nursery     Kim Laxton, Alicia Baxter 
       Jordyn Price           Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist   Pam  Reilly            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1   Michael Bentley  
Lector 2   Chris Criscione         
Prayers    Betsy Briggs   

 
Dec 13   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer    Josie Wiegandt          Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte    Cole Mattox, Kirin Johnstone   Coffee     Tricia Champion, JoAnn Criscione 
T Bearer   Maddie Linkous          Nursery     Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
       Abby Price            Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist   Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter   
Lector 1   Sam Campbell  
Lector 2   Laura Anderson        
Prayers    Avis Aheron          

 
Dec 20   Pageant 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz,  Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer    Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 

Acolyte    Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Parish Life 
T Bearer   ---------------------          Nursery     Ann Bird, Laura Anderson 
       --------------------          Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist   Pam Reilly            Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey,  Pam Reilly   
Lector 1   ---------------------  
Lector 2   ---------------------         
Prayers    ---------------------           

 
See Note     Greening of the Church        All Altar Guild members who can help and anyone else who wants to help. 
                       Also, any Altar Guild member who can help set up for Christmas 
      Note : Date and time will be announced when the delivery of the poinsettias is finalized. 
 
Dec 24   Christmas Eve 
8 PM    Crucifer    Daniel Malick            Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Sarah Perry             Coffee     ----------------------------- 
T Bearer   Ryan Laxton            Nursery     ----------------------------- 
       Yuri Malick             Tellers     -----------------------------          
Chalicist   Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Lonnie Bower, Odell James and   
Lector 1   JoAnn Criscione                  any Altar Guild member who can stay and help clean up 
Lector 2   Carla Spenser          
Prayers    Art Tatman                             

 
Dec 25  Christmas Day Service 
10 AM    Chalicist/Acolyte – James Kyle     Lector/Prayers – Jackie Leonard 
 
Dec 27 
8 AM    Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer    Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte    Abby Price, Sarah Perry      Coffee     Art Tatman, Cam Spran, Danny Fainter 
T Bearer   Ryan Laxton           Nursery     Sara Ostrom, Sabrina Malick 
       Madde Shepherd         Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist   Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy  Herndon, Sharon Miller  
Lector 1   Jackie Leonard 
Lector 2   Taylore Price          
Prayers    Sam Campbell                             

           
Jan 3   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer    Joe Hart             Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Larry & Doris Mattox 
T Bearer   Susan Akur            Nursery     Kim Laxton, Alicia Baxter 
       Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist   Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1   Sam Campbell  
Lector 2   Sarah Perry          
Prayers    Carla Spenser               

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please  find a substitute and let the Office know. 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
2015 

  
If you would like a beautiful poinsettia that will adorn our church during the Christmas Season, we have 
ordered 20 red 7-inch pots.  The 7-inch is $8.99.  
  
Please make your checks to St. James marked for poinsettia.  If you have any questions please call Lynn Wright 
(540-904-5439).  If you would like a poinsettia, please fill out the form below and return it to Lynn or the 
church office.  The deadline to turn in the form is December 13, 2015. 
  
Please fill out the form below: 
  
I want to buy (how many) _________ (red) poinsettia(s).  My check for ________ is enclosed.  Please have the 
dedication read as follows: 
  
___In loving memory of __________________________________________________________________ 
  
___ In thanksgiving for ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Given by: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
   

OR 
  
I wish to make a donation to the Endowment Fund.  Please have the dedication read as follows: 
 
 ___In loving memory of __________________________________________________________________ 
  
 ___In thanksgiving for ____________________________________________________________________ 
    
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
   

OR 
  
I would like to make a donation to the St. James Building Fund.  Please have the dedication read as follows: 
  
___In loving memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 
    
___In thanksgiving for _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Given by: _______________________________________________________________________________ 


