
                                                    
THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Saints of James, 
 

At 9:30 am each morning of General Convention in Salt 
Lake City, the Episcopal community of volunteers, children of 
participants, exhibit vendors, Deputies and Bishops would 
gather together, some 3,000 strong, to worship together.  Each 
Holy Eucharist had a uniqueness, shaped by the music, voices 
of the lectors, preachers and celebrants, Prayers of the People 
written from submissions of parishioners across our church, 
and the Holy Spirit present among us, to inspire and empower.   
 On the 7th day of our Convention, the preacher at our 
daily worship was the Rev. Colin Mathewson, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in San Diego, Priest Associate for Mission.  In his 
sermon he said, “During the announcements the Sunday 
before I left for Salt Lake, I asked the Latino congregation with 
whom I serve, to bless my travels.  The guest preacher said a 
blessing after everyone gathered around me in the center of 
the sanctuary. Then he marked the sign of the cross on my 
forehead, and, surprisingly, asked everyone else to do the 
same.  One parishioner after another, beginning with the kids, 
came up to me as I knelt down and looked into my eyes and 
blessed me with their hands and with their words.  I have never 
felt so loved by a community.  There is no us and them in 
God’s gracious story.” 
 The Spirit began me thinking about being blessed and 
being loved.   I know that I am richly blessed and loved by my 
biological family, my church family of St. James, and so many 
others who have joined me on my spiritual journey over the 
past decades, or whose paths have crossed mine weaving a 
life fabric filled with the signs of God’s presence.  I feel the love 
of God through the people whose lives are intertwined with 
mine both locally and globally.  But what was the real epiphany 
for me on July 2nd, was that the blessings and love that I 
receive are not for me exclusively; they are for me to share 
with others.  I am not an end in myself, I am part of the Body of 
Christ, the community of God’s beloved, and so the blessings 
and love I receive are to be passed on, to flow from me to 
others.   
 
 

(continued on page 2)  
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*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship 
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Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 
The Rev. William R. Eanes, Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
Staff: 

Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 
Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 

Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net  
All Saints of James, Reporters 

Internet Web Page: 
www.stjamesroanoke.org  

Laura Anderson, Web Master 
LTAnderson@cox.net  

The St. James Vestry: 
Senior Warden, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
Junior Warden, Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 

† Kim Laxton, Clerk, 632-9148 
 †Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 265-0786 
Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 

†Rec. Treasurer, Bob Bird, 366-0996 
Bill Barksdale, 977-2276 
Allison Chan, 343-4097 

Chris Criscione, 366-7537 
Arby Frost, 989-3054 

Mary Hughes, 772-0968 
Kate Perry, 334-1197 
Renée Toth, 761-7747 

( † - Not Vestry members) 
Standing Committees & Chairs 

Christian Education :  Mary Hughes   
Finance :  Pam Reilly  

Liturgy:  Helen Campbell 
Membership :  Pat Ball 
Outreach :  Ray Kasey 

Parish Life :  Kim Laxton  
Pastoral Care :  Donna Frost 

Property :  Kevin Laxton  
Stewardship :  Sam Campbell 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 
992-3088 

Daughters of the King:  Helen Campbell 
489-4536 

Rector's Message Continued. . . 
 

At our Little Church Social Club, which is 
a twice monthly gathering of those from the 
community who have mental health illness and 
our St. James partners, we end our time 
together by circling up, joining hands and 
passing the “love squeeze.”   Ray Kasey 
always starts it with a hand squeeze to the 
person on his right; the squeeze moves silently 
from one person to another, sometimes slowly, 
sometimes quickly, but you never know where 
it is in the circle, until it comes back to Ray and 
he shivers with a squeeze of love that has 
gathered power and strength from all of us. 
The love does not stay with any one person, it 
is shared equally and freely, and there is a 
delight on each person’s face anticipating the 
love and then passing it on. 
 My prayer for all of us is that we can feel 
the blessings and love of God, and pass it on 
to others with God’s grace and peace.     SEB+ 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Rector’s Sabbatical  
 
The Rector is planning to take 7 weeks of 
sabbatical leave time September 7th through 
October 25th.  This is a portion of the time that 
was postponed in April, due to unexpected 
emergencies.  Father Bob Copenhaver, our 
Adjunct Associate Priest, will be taking the 
services on Sunday and covering pastoral 
emergencies.  Senior Warden, Avis Aheron will 
be the contact person for administration while 
the Rector is away. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Resolutions Adopted at the 78 th General 
Convention 

The 78th General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church met in Salt Lake City, June 22 to July 
3, 2015.  One of the highlights was the election 
of the Right Rev. Michael Curry, Bishop of the 
Diocese of North Carolina, to be our next 
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Presiding Bishop beginning with his 
consecration on November 1st, and continuing 
for 9 years.  Daily legislative sessions for both 
the House of Deputies and the House of 
Bishops considered hundreds of resolutions.  
Here is what General Convention currently 
asks of individuals and congregations : 
 
A011 – Recommit to Criminal Justice Reform 
and Advocacy – Encourages each 
congregation and Diocese to undertake at least 
one specific initiative aimed at addressing the 
destructive consequences of the mass 
incarceration system and includes a list of 
possible actions. 
 
A020 – Affirm the Work of The Episcopal 
Church at the United Nations – Asks 
all Episcopalians to educate themselves about 
the work of the United Nations and the many 
ways in which our collective call as Christians 
to “seek and serve Christ in all persons” aligns 
with the work of the United Nations, and to 
support and partner with the United Nations 
and its programs and agencies in pursuit of 
peace, reconciliation and justice for all people. 
 
A021 – Continue Our Commitment of 0.7% of 
the Millennium Development Goals – urges all 
dioceses and congregations to continue to 
contribute 0.7% of their annual budgets to fund 
appropriate international development 
programs 
 
A026 , A027  – support dioceses and 
congregations in their efforts to develop 
ministry among young men in Native American 
communities, develop models for young men in 
Native American Ministries and Native 
American campus ministries 
 
A036 – Amend Canon I.18 Marriage – allows 
clergy to marry same sex couples beginning 
Advent 1 2015 
 
A037 – Continue work of the Task Force on the 
Study of Marriage – requests dioceses and 
parishes use the study materials on marriage 

provided in the last triennium 
 
A049 – Make Gender Equality and 
Empowerment of Women a Focus of Foreign 
and Church Aid – commends the achievement 
of gender equality and empowerment of 
all women, including transgender individuals, to 
dioceses and congregations as a criterion for 
engagement in domestic and international 
projects. 
 
A051 – Support LGBT African Advocacy – 
encourage parishes and dioceses to build 
relationships with and learn from  Anglican 
African scholars who are already offering 
Biblical interpretations that affirm the 
dignity  and humanity of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex people 
and to offer prayers for the safety of our 
(African) Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Intersex sisters and brothers, their families 
and communities, and for the scholars and 
activists who tirelessly work on their behalf 
 
A054 – Adopt Resources and Liturgical Rites 
from I Will Bless You and You Will Be a 
Blessing – rites for blessing and marrying 
same sex couples, beginning Advent I 2015 
 
A072 – Develop Awareness of Five Marks of 
Mission – encourage dioceses and 
congregations to use materials that instruct 
persons about the Five Marks of Mission, 
and dioceses and congregations adopt the 
practice of intentionally and publicly stating 
how each of their activities relates to the Five 
Marks of Mission 
 
A073 – Update Model Policies for the 
Prevention of Sexual Misconduct – not later 
than December 31, 2016, the Guidelines for 
the Protection of Children and Youth of each 
diocese conform to the Updated Model Policies 
with due regard to applicable local laws on the 
subject matters of the Updated Model Policies 
 
A076 – Commend Use of Christian Formation 
Certifications – commend to all dioceses and 
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congregations the use of Christian Formation 
Certifications as a way to encourage 
professional development for both paid and 
unpaid Christian Formation leaders and to 
deepen the Church’s commitment to the value 
and status of lay Christian Formation leaders 
 
A078 – Reaffirm the Charter for Lifelong 
Christian Formation – dioceses and 
congregations adopt The Charter for Lifelong 
Christian Formation and annually review the 
ways in which their Christian Formation 
ministries reflect and embody The Charter 
 
A096 – Affirm Relationship-Based Social 
Justice – challenge all Episcopalians to hear in 
a bold way the call of both Jesus and St. 
Francis of Assisi to befriend and be with the 
poor, and that we come to know that the future 
vitality of The Episcopal Church is grounded in 
our mutually affirming relationships with our 
brothers and sisters who are poor; encourage 
all Episcopal congregations to establish 
relationship-based, social-justice ministries 
through which relationships are developed 
between those who serve and those who are 
served, resulting in shared and 
transformational experiences and in a greater 
commitment to work for justice on all sides of 
the socio-economic divide 
 
A158 – Task force to Review and Revise policy 
on substance abuse, addiction, and recovery – 
adopt the following policy on alcohol and other 
substance misuse and encourage dioceses, 
congregations, seminaries, schools, young 
adult ministries, and affiliated institutions to 
update their policies on the use of alcohol and 
other substances with the potential for misuse 
 
A179 – Commend Memorial V – encourage 
Deputies and Bishops to circulate Memorial V 
in their communities, congregations and 
dioceses for study and reflection 
 
B018 – Support for Sudan and South Sudan – 
strongly urge TEC dioceses and parishes to 
consider prayer partnerships and  joint work 

with bishops, dioceses, and church 
organizations in Episcopal Church of Sudan 
and South Sudan to support them to reduce 
and resolve the current conflicts, help 
refugees, hold war criminals accountable, and 
improve people’s living conditions 
 
C018 – Pursue Justice, Peace, and Security in 
the Holy Land – urge Episcopalians to 
demonstrate our solidarity by making 
pilgrimage to Israel and the Occupied 
Territories and learning from our fellow 
Christians in the region 
 
C019 – Establish Response to  Systemic 
Racial Injustice – Episcopal church 
understands and affirms that the call to pray 
and act for racial reconciliation is integral to our 
witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 
our living into the demands of our Baptismal 
Covenant 
 
C020– Ministry to People with Mental Illness 
and Their Families – calls upon dioceses, 
congregations, schools and other entities of the 
Episcopal Church to explore and adopt best 
practices for the vitality and increased capacity 
of their mission and ministry in the inclusion, 
support, and spiritual care for persons with 
mental illness and their families; dioceses, 
congregations, schools and other entities of the 
Episcopal Church increase understanding 
about mental illness by providing educational 
material and training 
 
C028 – Disclosure of Criminal Records – all 
discernment, search, and nominating 
committees for bishops and rectors in the 
Episcopal Church use resources available to 
them including knowledge of unrestricted 
criminal convictions in evaluation of candidates 
in thoughtful ways and make certain that all 
members of such committees be made aware 
of any issues which may impact the character 
and competence of candidates 
 
C037 – Sponsoring and Supporting Scouting 
Units – commend that vestries and clergy in 
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charge of congregations sponsor or continue to 
sponsor scouting units (packs, troops, posts 
and crews), especially those units recently 
displaced by decisions from other 
denominations to cease sponsoring scouting 
units as a consequence of the BSA’s recent 
change to a non-discriminatory membership 
policy concerning sexual orientation 
 
C045 – Environmentally Responsible Investing 
– urges all dioceses and parishes of the 
Episcopal Church to engage the topic of 
divestment from fossil fuels and reinvestment 
in clean energy within the coming year 
 
C048 – Increase the Minimum Wage – 
confirms that “it is the policy of The Episcopal 
Church and its dioceses and congregations to 
provide employees with a living wage 
 
C055 – Church-wide Day of Prayer – commit 
the Church to continual prayer for the 
cessation of all violent acts against believers 
 
D014 – Question Ordinands about Addiction – 
Sponsoring Clergy, Vestries, Commissions on 
Ministry, Standing Committees, and Bishops 
interviewing and evaluating Nominees, 
Postulants, and Candidates for Ordination 
explore directly issues regarding substance 
use in their lives and family systems 
 
D015 – Encouraging Advocacy for Hunger 
Relief – That dioceses, parishes, and faithful 
Episcopalians are urged to pray and discern 
whether they are specifically called to advocate 
changes in public policy to help poor and 
hungry people 
 
D030 – Establish Parental Leave Policy – 
Strongly urges all dioceses, congregations, 
and other church-related offices and 
agencies/contexts to establish and make 
available parental leave policies for birth and 
adoptive parents, both clergy and lay, in their 
employ 
 
D034 – Affirmation and Support of Americans 

with Disabilities Act of 1990 – dioceses and 
congregations be urged to seek education from 
available community D/deaf/hard of hearing 
and disability organizations on supporting full 
inclusion of disabled persons in all aspects of 
public life 
 
D035 – Support Christians in Pakistan – call 
upon the congregations and members of The 
Episcopal Church to learn about the realities of 
the Church in Pakistan and the oppression of 
religious minorities in that country, and to pray 
purposely and specifically for the Church of 
Pakistan (United) 
 
D041 – Encourage faith communities to 
develop both corporate and personal 
opportunities to pray for peace in the Middle 
East, for an end to the humanitarian and 
refugee crisis in Syria, and for the continued 
witness and presence of Christian communities 
there 
 
D044 – Removal of Confederate Battle Flag –
 Episcopal Church strongly urges all persons, 
along with public, governmental, and religious 
institutions, to discontinue the display of the 
Confederate Battle Flag (I wasn’t there, but my 
son told me the entire deputation from 
Mississippi stood at the microphone to speak in 
favor of this) 
 
D045 – Support for Men’s Ministry – encourage 
and support dioceses and congregations in 
their efforts to develop and expand Ministry to 
Men and to mentor and raise up the next 
generation of young men throughout the 
Episcopal Church 
 
D057 – Re-commit to the Spirit of Sanctuary – 
recommit to the spirit of the New Sanctuary 
Movement by supporting congregations so 
they can assist immigrant individuals, 
unaccompanied minors, families, and 
communities by being centers of information, 
services and accompaniment, and by 
supporting families facing separation in the 
absence of comprehensive, humane 
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immigration reform 
 
D058 – Dominicans of Haitian Descent – all 
Episcopalians pray for Dominicans of Haitian 
descent and all other stateless persons in the 
world that they may find homes where they are 
welcomed and afforded legitimate residential, 
educational, work status, and legal 
documentation of their personhood for 
themselves and their children 
 
D071 – Call for the Ratification of the UN 
CRPD – acknowledge that the United States of 
America is the last developed nation member 
of the United Nations that has yet to ratify the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, and recognize that other countries 
in which The Episcopal Church exists have 
ratified the treaty; urge all members of the 
Church in the United States to contact their 
Senators and advocate for ratification of the 
treaty 
 
D073 – Supporting Home and Community 
Based Services – urge dioceses and local 
congregations to discern ways in which they 
can provide practical support to individuals and 
families affected by a lack of adequate home 
and community-based services and supports 
(for persons with disabilities) 
 
D077 – Uniting Families – strongly 
urge dioceses and congregations to develop 
programs and partnerships with local agencies 
that emphasize the value of strong immigrant 
families and provide assistance with 
psychological, financial, and spiritual needs so 
as to assist immigrant families with their needs 
as they struggle to adapt to their new home 
country 
 
D079 – Education for Undocumented Families 
– strongly urge dioceses and congregations to 
provide resources and education for 
undocumented persons and their families to 
learn about their legal rights, including their 
rights regarding certain immigration relief such 
as asylum 

 
ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS 
 
In August, we give thanks for all those who 
participate in the St. James communication 
ministries – the newsletter, the web page and 
the telephone committee.  We pray that their 
ministries will continue to spread the word 
about parish events, worship services, and 
parish news to all the Saints of James and 
others interested in our parish. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
 
Baptismal Dates:  “Holy Baptism is especially 
appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of 
Pentecost, on All Saint’s Day or the Sunday 
after All Saint’s Day, the Feast of the Baptism 
of our Lord, (the first Sunday after Epiphany.)  
It is recommended that, as far as possible, 
baptisms be reserved for these occasions or 
when a bishop is present.” The Book of 
Common Prayer, page 312. 
 The Baptismal date for St. James in  
2015 is:  All Saints Day, November 1st. If you 
would like to be Baptized or have a child you 
would like to be Baptized, contact the Rector. 
 
 

Beyond Lights, Locks, and 
Alarms……Keeping Safe  
August 9th after coffee hour 

Carla Spencer and Mother Sue 
 
St James places a high value on accepting and 
welcoming all of God’s children. How do we 
then, as a congregation, be open, welcoming, 
and giving, without becoming the victim?   
Inherently by nature, churches are target-rich 
environments for con artists and scammers. 
How would you recognize that someone is 
exploiting our welcoming nature for financial 
gain? Or, that someone has joined us with the 
intention to cause physical harm? 
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Fortunately by being aware and informed, and 
by applying some common sense measures, 
most of these con tricks can be avoided and in 
an active threat situation, damages can be 
minimized. Are you prepared to react if this 
happened at St James? 
 
Join Officer Carla Spencer on Sunday, August 
9th at noon, following coffee hour for a Church 
safety program, and hear from Mother Sue 
about our procedures for emergency financial 
requests from those in need in the Roanoke 
Valley.  The program will be about an hour – 
bring a bag lunch if you wish. 
 
 
YOUTH NEWS . . .   
By Beth Wiegandt 
 
By now, many of you are back in school (or 
almost back in school) and so thoughts turn to 
the Fall schedule! 
 
Youth Sunday School for grades 6 - 12 meets 
in the Cave (behind the Atrium) starting 
Sunday, September 13.  Join us as we 
continue our faith journey by exploring the 
leaders and practices of world religions this 
year.  I have been talking to folks from other 
faiths this summer and hope our journey 
together this year will strengthen your faith 
journey! 
 
It is never too early to begin discussion on our 
Advent Pageant as well.  Stay tuned for an 
after church brainstorming session (with lunch 
of course) sometime in September to land on 
an idea for December! 
 
 

 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Sam Campbell 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 
 
                                           + 
                                       +      + 
                   Time         +          +         Talent 
                                   +             + 
                                  +  +  +  +   + 

           Treasure 
 
 

 
June Giving:   In June 2015 we gave 
$9,615.00 compared with our June budget of 
$9,339.52, or $275.48 below our budget.  
Pretty close, and year-to-date our giving 
through June has been $76,095.20 compared 
with our budgeted amount of $74,153.55. 
Through June then, we are slightly ahead of 
our budget amount, but we need to keep in 
mind that we embarked on a deficit budget.  
Our thanks go to our faithful St. Jimmies who 
continue to give as you have promised, and 
sometimes more than you promised.  
 
Spiritual motivation basic to financial 
giving:   An authentic message requires that 
spiritual motivation be basic to financial giving.  
An Episcopal priest said it this way: We are 
talking about your relationship with God.  
Before we even mention the word money, we 
are going to talk about what it means to know 
you have life as a gift.  What does it mean to 
know that everything you have is a gift?  What 
does it mean to know that the whole world is a 
gift of a gracious God?  So I’m aggressive 
about that as a way of saying, “Do you know 
what I’m talking about?  I’m not asking you to 
give money.  I’m talking about your spiritual 
life, which is what my job is.”  So that’s how I 
deal with asking people for money.  (Dean 
Hoge, Patrick Mcnamara, Charles Zech in 
Plain Talk about Churches and Money). 
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Stewardship Committee Going to Work:   
The first meeting of the Stewardship 
Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 5, at 5:30 PM in the downstairs meeting 
room.  We would very much like to enlarge our 
committee beyond the 6 persons now 
committed to the role.  If you are interested, 
you can contact Sam Campbell at 540-489-
4536 or email at samcampbell57@gmail.com.   
 
Gratitude:   One of the incredible truths about 
gratitude is that it is impossible to feel both the 
positive emotion of thankfulness and a 
negative emotion…Gratitude births only 
positive feeling – love, compassion, joy and 
hope…As we get older, we get schooled in our 
mistakes and learn to focus on what’s not right, 
what is  lacking, missing, inadequate, and 
painful.  That’s why gratitude is so powerful.  It 
helps us to return to our natural state of 
joyfulness where we notice what’s 
right…Gratitude reminds us to be like plants, 
which turn toward, not away, from the light.  
(MJ Ryan, “Attitudes of Gratitude”) 

 
 

2015 FATHER'S DAY LEGACY GIFTS 
 

A donation was made to the St. James 
Endowment Fund by . . .  
 
Avis, Sarah & Grace Aheron in loving memory 
of Michael J.  Aheron. 
 
Sarah, Alex, & Matthew Bentley in honor of 
Michael Bentley. 
 
Susan E. Bentley in loving memory of O. Neill 
Emmons. 
 
Carol & Butch Eanes in loving memory of 
Adam Friski & Jack Eanes. 
 
Donna Frost in loving memory of Leon T. 
Zastrow. 
 
Nancy Slaughter in loving memory of Clifford 
C. Fowler. 

2015 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS 
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of the 

last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 
December 24, 2014 adopted anonymously in 
loving memory of Bill Williamson. 
 
January 13 adopted by Cathie Cook in loving 
memory of her father, Bill, on his birthday. 
 
January 25 adopted by Avis Aheron on the 
occasion of Grace's birthday. 
 
January 30 adopted by Mimi and Bob 
Copenhaver in celebration of their 61st wedding 
anniversary. 
 
February 6 adopted by Arby and Donna Frost 
in celebration of our son, Jay's marriage to 
Marie Tiffany Tulagan. 
 
February 12 adopted by Avis Aheron on the 
occasion of Sarah's birthday. 
 
February 15 adopted by Figgy the cat in 
celebration of Madalyn Linkous' seventh 
birthday. 
 
February 28 adopted by Pansy in celebration 
of Esther Williamson's birthday. 
 
March 23 adopted by Jerry and Jean Schaefer 
in honor of Ann and Bob Bird. 
 
April 5 adopted by Arby and Donna Frost on 
the occasion Peyton's, their grandson, Holy 
Baptism at Trinity Episcopal in Lynchburg. 
 
April 19 adopted in celebration of Jean 
Schaefer by her friend who loves her more. 
 
April 26 adopted by anonymous in loving 
memory of Bill Williamson on his birthday. 
 
May 10 adopted by Pansy in honor of her 
friend's birthday. 
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July 4 adopted by Cathie Cook in 
celebration of Linda Bryant’s 39 th 
birthday…again. 
 
August 5 adopted anonymously in 
celebration of Mother Sue’s birthday. 
 
August 15 adopted by Miss Amy, Mama Cat, 
and Yellow Baby in celebration of Lonnie 
Bower’s birthday. 
 
August 24 adopted anonymously in loving 
memory of Jerry Hughes. 
 
August 26 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of Charles H. Stebbins on his birthday. 
 
 
FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . . 
By Pam Reilly 

 
 

Q:  Aren’t wills for rich people? 
 

A:  Yes – and for poor people and everyone 
in between. 

 
Remember your church in your will. 

  
 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 

 
A recap of Outreach-Special offerings for the 
first six months of 2014 is as follows: 
 

• January:  Rescue Mission, $ 70.00 
• February: Phoebe Needles, $108.00   
• March:  Youth Scholarships, $558.75 

  ERD, $250.45 
• April:   UTO, $546.71 
• May:  Family Promise of Roanoke,  

          $100.00 
          Williamson Rd. Emergency Relief,                                                                       
          $800.00 

• June:  West End Center, $110.79 
 

Benevolence Sundays are  
August 16 and 30, 2015 

 
The Benevolence Sunday offering received on 
August 16, 2015  will go to the Bradley Free 
Clinic .  The mission statement for the Bradley 
Free Clinic is “to provide free medical, dental, 
and pharmacy care to the Roanoke Valley’s 
working uninsured, the temporarily 
unemployed (no more than 2 years), and their 
families using volunteer healthcare 
professionals.” 
 
Since 1974, the Bradley Free Clinic has been 
providing FREE healthcare to the working 
uninsured, temporarily unemployed (no more 
than 2 years) and their families.  The clinic 
does not accept patients receiving Medicaid, 
Medicare, or who are privately insured. 
 
The Clinic typically provides health care for: 
 

• Residents of Roanoke, Roanoke County, 
Salem, Botetourt or Craig County 

• Income up to 200% of the Federal Poverty 
Level and up to 250% for Medical 

• People who work in full-time, part-time and 
seasonal jobs 

• Caregivers of preschoolers, the elderly and 
persons with disabilities 

• People residing in shelters/treatment 
centers 

• Students enrolled in college or training 
programs 

• People who are recently laid-off or have 
been unemployed no more than 2 years. 

 
On Sunday, August 30, 2015 , the plate 
offering will go to Apple Ridge Farm.  For 37 
years Apple  Ridge Farm  has provided an 
environmental education and camping 
experience for more than 68,000 youth, many 
from Roanoke’s inner-city neighborhoods and 
public housing projects.  The founder, visionary 
and educator Peter Allen Lewis, believes 
strongly that all adults must take responsibility 
for helping young people succeed.  Matching 
dreams to deeds, Peter purchased his Copper 
Hill farm in 1975 in order to establish a 
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mountain camp to give underserved children 
an educational experience at a rural retreat.  
Three years later, the non-profit, tax-exempt 
camp was organized.  In 1992, Lewis and his 
family donated a barn and 8.5 acres of their 
farm for the camp.  The wooded areas and 
country spaces are magical places for urban 
youth and adults as well.  The programs also 
teach self-esteem and positive values, guiding 
scores of young campers in their personal and 
academic growth. 
 
Please give generously to these worthy 
institutions that provide assistance to those in 
need. 
 
 
NOTES OF THANKS . . . 
 
To My St. James Family, 
     I was very touched with all your prayers, 
cards, phone calls, and visits following my hip 
replacement surgery.  I am honored to be 
surrounded by so many wonderful St. 
Jimmies.  You are very special!  Many thanks 
for all your concern and kindness. I am 
progressing well. -- Pam Reilly 
 
 
*BIRTHDAYS FOR AUGUST . . .  
 
August   1 Brooke Frost  
August   3 Mercedes Malick 
August   4 Mary Leigh Capps 
August   5 Susan Bentley 
August   6     Rose Blessing Anderson 
August   6 Ryan Laxton 
August   7 Betty Harnsberger 
August   8 Margaret Williamson 
August   9 Jennifer Champion Hanson                    
August   9 Jordyn Rae Price 
August 10 Cathy Cohen 
August 11 Melissa Hays-Smith  
August 12 Demian Kovac 
August 12 Bryan Oliver Witz 
August 13 Kirin Lynne Johnstone 
August 13 Shelby Laxton 
August 14 Debbie Hassell 

August 15 Lonnie Bower 
August 17 Betty Jo Magee 
August 17 JoAnn Criscione 
August 19 Allison Chan 
August 19 Butch Eanes 
August 19 Steve Wiegandt 
August 22 Clay Kasey (calendar only) 
August 22 Kevin Laxton 
August 27 Ron Wiley 
August 29 Avis Aheron 
August 30 Dustin Hassell 
 
*ANNIVERSARIES FOR AUGUST . . . 
 
August  4  Ray & Lawton Kasey 
August  8 James & Linda Kyle 
August 10 Michael & Sue Bentley 
August 18 Donna & Arby Frost 
 
*Please contact the church office, if your birthday or 
anniversary is not on our list or is incorrect. 
 
 
IN MEMORIAM . . . 
 
“I write today of my friend of over fifty years 
who is no longer with us.  When we first 
discovered St. James all those years ago, she 
was one who made us feel so welcome and I 
soon found that was not just for us but rather 
her way for all.  You would not see her name in 
the limelight but she always seemed to be 
everywhere, helping in whatever way she 
could.  She seldom would be head of a 
committee or function, but always there helping 
out. 
  
She and I, having young, full of energy, and 
yes a little “ornery” urchins thrown in, along 
with other St. James urchins, gave church 
school teachers (maybe) second thoughts but 
they were a hardy bunch and really good at 
their task.  These “urchins” are all grown up 
now and are fine, upstanding citizens, and at 
least one of them is still at St. J and a valued 
member he is. 
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For the past few years JoAnn has attended the 
early service with Tim and I just wanted to 
make sure that our newer folk would realize 
what this lovely lady had been a Saint of 
James for a very long time and her 
contributions were many.  Thank you, JoAnn 
Buchholtz, good and faithful servant. 
  
Peace and Love,  
Karen Konrad” 
 

 

THE PHOEBE NEEDLES CENTER 
PRESENTS . . .  

 

SATURDAYS @ PHOEBE NEEDLES 

      

 Come join us on Saturday, September 
12th, 2015 for "CENTERING PRAYER" with 
Carolyn Winborne and Judi Barnes. This timely 
program explores the ancient practice of 
centering prayer which has been revived in 
recent years and is being widely embraced 
within the Christian community. 
 You are invited to arrive beginning at 
9:30 am for coffee and refreshments. The 
program begins at 10:00 a.m. concluding by 
3:00 p.m. Lunch is served at noon and is 
included in the fee. The cost for the program is 
$25.   

 For more information, please see the 
flyer on the bulletin board in the hall outside the 
kitchen at St. James or call Phoebe Needles at 
540-483-1518 or toll free at 800-848-1677. 

 

 

 
Safety at St James 

 
Please take a moment to notice the newly 
posted Emergency Evacuation diagrams 
throughout the church & parish hall!  They are 
posted in every room for your safety. 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT . . . 

 

The following quotes are taken from Pope 
Francis’s Encyclical, Laudato Si, On Care for 
our Common Home.  Donna Frost has 
provided them for our newsletter. 

 “The earth now cries out to us because of 
the harm we have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and abuse of the goods 
with which God has endowed her.” (2) 

 “These problems (pollution of water, soiled 
landscapes, and high levels of toxins) are 
closely linked to a throwaway culture which 
affects the excluded just as it quickly 
reduces things to rubbish.”  (22) 

 “We have forgotten that we ourselves are 
dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very 
bodies are made up of her elements, we 
breathe her air and we receive life and 
refreshment from her waters.” (2) 

 “The earth, our home is beginning to look 
more and more like an immense pile of 
filth.”  (23) 

 

A LIGHTER NOTE JUST FOR FUN . . . 

Writer unknown 

 

Parish Staff Job Descriptions: 

 
� Rector:   Able to leap tall buildings in a 

single bound.  More powerful than a 
locomotive.  Faster than a speeding bullet.  
Walks on water.  Makes policy with God. 

� Organist:   Leaps short buildings with a 
running start.  Almost as powerful as a 
switch engine.  Faster than a speeding BB.  
Walks on water if he/she knows where the 
stumps are.  Is occasionally addressed by 
God. 

� Secretary:   Lifts buildings to walk under 
them.  Kicks locomotives off the track.  
Catches speeding bullets in her/his teeth.  
Freezes water with a single glance.  When 
God speaks she/he says, “Please hold.” 
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 2015 
 
Aug 2   
8 AM   Lector  and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte     Molly Hassell           Coffee     Art Tatman, Cam Srpan, Danny Fainter 
T Bearer    -------------------          Nursery     Ann Bird, Laura Anderson 
        -------------------          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly    
Lector 1    Donna Frost  
Lector 2    Chris Criscione          
Prayers     Lynn Wright          

 
Aug 9   
8 AM   Lector – Bill Barksdale, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Daniel Malick           Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte     Cole Mattox & Sarah Perry    Coffee     Avis Aheron, Lawton Kasey 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery     Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Arby Frost            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Lynn Wright  
Lector 2    Michael Bentley          
Prayers     Chris Criscione   

 
Aug 16 
8 AM   Lector –Tim Buchholtz, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 

Acolyte     Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Carl & Pat Ball 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery     Kim & Shelby Laxton 
        ---------------------           Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower         
Chalicist    Art Tatman            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Odell James, Boots Ingram   
Lector 1    Laura Anderson  
Lector 2    Betsy Briggs         
Prayers     Michael Bentley             

 
Aug 23 
8 AM   Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Joe Hart             Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte     Josie Wiegandt          Coffee     Larry & Doris Mattox 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery     Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter   
Lector 1    Avis Aheron 
Lector 2    Sarah Perry         
Prayers     Laura Anderson                           

 
Aug 30 
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Josie Wiegandt          Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte     Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Lonnie Bower, Joyce Brown, Jean Schaefer 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery     Ann Bird, Laura Anderson 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Wardens         
Chalicist    Arby Frost            Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey, Pam Reilly   
Lector 1    Art Tatman  
Lector 2    Jackie Leonard         
Prayers     Betsy Briggs                       

 
Sep 6   
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte     Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Kevin & Kim Laxton  
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery     Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller     
Lector 1    Sam Campbell  
Lector 2    Taylore Price        
Prayers     Avis Aheron               

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
10:00 AM 

AA 
11:30 AM 

S. Sudanese 
Women’s 
Sewing 
Group 

2  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

S. Sudanese 
Worship 

3  
 

4  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

5  
5:30 PM 

Stewardship 
Committee 
7:00 PM 

Choir 

6  
7:00 PM 

AA 

7  
 

8  
10:00 AM 

AA 

9  
9:00 AM 
Outreach 
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

S. Sudanese 
Worship 

10  
 

11  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

12  
 

13  
7:00 PM 

AA 

14  
 

15  
10:00 AM 

AA 

16  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

S. Sudanese 
Worship 

17  
6:45 PM 
Vestry 

18  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

19  
6:45 PM 
Little Church 
Social Club 
7:00 PM 
Choir 

20  
7:00 PM 

AA 

21  
5:30 PM 

Down 
Syndrome 
Support 
Group 

22  
10:00 AM 

AA 

23  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

S. Sudanese 
Worship 

24  
 

25  
10:00 AM 

Prayer 
Group 

7:00 PM 
AA 

26  
 

27  
7:00 PM 

AA 

28  
 

29  
10:00 AM 

AA 

30  
3:00 PM 

AA 
5:30 PM 

S. Sudanese 
Worship 

31  
 

Notes:  
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 Meet Presiding Bishop-Elect Curry  
(Excerpted and Copied from the Diocese of 

Southwest Virginia’s web page.) 
 
Curry was ordained Bishop of North Carolina 
on June 17, 2000.   
 
His experience includes: 
1988-2000: Rector, St. James' Episcopal 
Church, Baltimore, Maryland; 1982-1988: 
Rector, St. Simon of Cyrene Episcopal Church, 
Lincoln Heights, Ohio; 1982-1988: Chaplain, 
Bethany School; 1978-1982: Rector, St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church, Winston Salem, 
North Carolina.  He has served on a number of 
Episcopal Church Committees, a 
Commissions, Agencies, and Boards: 
 

• Chair, Board of Directors, Episcopal 
Relief and Development (current) 

• Board of Trustees, Saint Augustine's 
University (current) 

• North Carolina Council of Churches 
(current) 

• Moral Monday movement (current) 
• Chair, Advisory Committee, Office of 

Black Ministries (current) 
• Bishop Visitor, Community of the 

Transfiguration (current) 
• TREC/Task Force for Reimagining the 

Episcopal Church 
• General Convention Committees: 

Evangelism, Global Mission 
• Standing Commission on World Mission 
• Union of Black Episcopalians 
• Institute of Christian and Black Studies 

of Baltimore 
• Ecumenical Clergy on the Square, 

Revival and Citizens on Patrol 
(Baltimore) 

• Jubilee Ministry, St. James' Afterschool 
Academy, Baltimore 

• Board, Episcopal Social Ministries, 
Diocese of Maryland 

• Chair and Co-Chair, convention 
Planning Team, Diocese of Maryland 

• Commission on Ministry, Dioceses of 
Maryland, Southern Ohio and North 
Carolina 

• General Board of Examining Chaplains 

• Board and Faculty, College of 
Preachers 

• Coordinator, The Racism Steering 
Committee, Diocese of Southern Ohio 

• Board, Winston-Salem Urban League 
• He holds a Bachelors of Arts, with High 

Honors from Hobart and William Smith 
College; a Masters of Divinity from 
Berkeley Divinity School at Yale; 
Continuing Studies at The College of 
Preachers, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest University, The 
Ecumenical Institute of St. Mary's 
Seminary and Institute of Jewish 
Christian Studies; and D.D., honors 
causa, from Sewanee The University of 
the South,  Berkeley Divinity School at 
Yale, Virginia Theological Seminary, 
and The Episcopal Divinity School 

• An author, his publications include: 
o Songs My Grandmother Sang 

(Morehouse Publishing, Spring 
2015) 

o Crazy Christians: a Call to Follow 
Jesus (Morehouse Publishing, 
2013) 

o "Some Strange Things Are 
Happening in Charlotte", opinion, 
(The Huffington Post, Sept. 4, 
2012) 

o "Stay in the City", sermon (The 
African American Pulpit, Judson 
Press, 1999 issue) 

o "Abyssinian Annals," a weekly 
column( The Baltimore Times) 

o Essay ("Joy", Forward 
Movement, 1995) 

o Article Series (Episcopal Life, 
September 1993- May 1994) 

o "Servant Woman" and "There's 
Power in the Word " , sermons ( 
Sermons that Work 11, Forward 
Movement Publications) 

• Married to Sharon, they are the parents 
of two adult children. 

  
 


