
 
                                                    

THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Saints of James, 
 As we have just celebrated the birth of Christ, and are 
now in the season of Epiphany, seeking to see how Christ is 
made manifest in the world, and to us.  I have been 
meditating about what it means that the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us.  The Feast of Epiphany, January 6th, is 
celebrated as the revelation of Christ to all nations, 
represented by the magi who came to worship Jesus.  And 
so, I imagine that Christ is revealed to each of us in a 
different way and that it becomes our life long journey to 
understand God, the mystery of God, and to have the 
language to articulate our knowing of God.   
 Soren Kierkegaard was a Danish philosopher, 
theologian, poet, and social critic, who lived in the first half 
of the 1800s; his writings reveal a deep thinker, about the 
nature of God and humankind.   I came across a 
poem/prayer that was adapted from his work: Purity of 
Heart Is to Will One Thing. 
 
Father in heaven, what is humankind without you! What is 
all  
That he knows, vast accumulation Though it be, but a 
chipped  
Fragment if he does not know you!  What is all his striving, 
could  
It even encompass a world, but a half-finished work if he 
does not know you; you the One, who is one thing and who 
is all!   
So may you give to the intellect, wisdom to comprehend 
That one thing; to the heart, sincerity, to receive this 
Understanding; to the will, purity that wills only one think.  
In prosperity may you grant perseverance to will  one 
Thing; amid distractions, collectedness to will one thing;  
In suffering, patience to will one thing.  O you who  
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St. James Episcopal Church  
 

Clergy:  
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The Rev. William R. Eanes, Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
Staff:  

Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 
Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 

Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 
The Connection:  

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net  
All Saints of James, Reporters 

Internet Web Page:  
www.stjamesroanoke.org  

Laura Anderson, Web Master 
LTAnderson@cox.net  

 
The St. James Vestry:  

Senior Warden, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 
Junior Warden, Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 

† Kim Laxton, Clerk, 632-9148 
 †Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 265-0786 
Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 

†Rec. Treasurer, Bob Bird, 366-0996 
Bill Barksdale, 977-2276 
Allison Chan, 343-4097 

Chris Criscione, 366-7537 
Arby Frost, 989-3054 

Mary Hughes, 772-0968 
Kate Perry, 334-1197 
Renée Toth, 761-7747 

( † - Not Vestry members) 
 

Standing Committees & Chairs  
Christian Education:  Mary Hughes, 772-0968 

Finance: Pam Reilly, 362-9742 
Liturgy: Helen Campbell, 489-4536 

Membership: Pat Ball, 725-8730 
Outreach: Ray Kasey, 992-6192 

Parish Life: Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Pastoral Care: Donna Frost, 989-3054 

Property: Kevin Laxton, 632-3230 
Stewardship:   Avis Aheron, 580-9203 

 

 
Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 

992-3088 
Daughters of the King:  Helen Campbell 

489-4536 
The Rector's Message continued . . .  
 
Give both the beginning and the completion, may 
You early, at the dawn of day, give to the young 
Person the resolution to will one thing.  
As the day wanes, may you give to the Old man a 
renewed remembrance  
Of his first resolution, that  
The first may be like 

The last, 
The last 
Like the  
First, in 
Possession 
Of a life 
That has 
willed only 
One Thing 

 
During this Epiphany season, may you be guided 
to the One Thing, and may you lead others to the 
One, who enlightens and transforms all lives. 
 

    Epiphany Blessings,  
SEB+ 

 
 

 
 
THE DEACON'S CORNER . . .  
By The Rev. Butch Eanes 
 

January Saints  
 

Conversion of Saint Paul January 25st 
 

Paul, or Saul as he was known until he became a 
Christian, was a Roman citizen, born at Tarsus, in 
present-day Turkey. He was brought up as an 
orthodox Jew, studying in Jerusalem for a time 
under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day. 
Describing himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin” (Romans 11:1). A few years after the 
death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new 
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Christian movement, and became one of the most 
fanatical of those who were determined to stamp 
out this “dangerous heresy.” Saul witnessed the 
stoning of Stephen. He was on the way to 
Damascus to lead in further persecution of the 
Christians when his dramatic conversion took 
place. 
 
From that day, Paul devoted his life totally to 
Christ, and especially to the conversion of 
Gentiles. The Acts of the Apostles describes the 
courage and determination with which he planted 
Christian congregations over a large area of the 
land bordering the eastern Mediterranean. His 
letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal 
him as the greatest of the interpreters of Christ’s 
mind, and as the founder of Christian theology. 
He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; 
and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me” (Galatians 2:20). Paul describes himself 
as small and insignificant in appearance: “His 
letters are weighty and strong,” it was said of him, 
“but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech 
of no account” (2 Corinthians 10:10). 
He writes of having a disability which he had 
prayed God to remove from him, and quotes the 
Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, 
Paul went on to say, “I will all the more gladly 
boast of my weaknesses, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome 
in the year 64 under Nero. 
 
The  collect for the feast of the conversion of 
Saint Paul:  O God, who, by the preaching of 
thine apostle Paul, hast caused the light of the 
Gospel to shine throughout the world: Grant, we 
beseech thee, that we, having his wonderful 
conversion in remembrance, may show forth our 
thankfulness unto thee for the same by following 
the holy doctrine which he taught; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

Timothy and Titus,Companions of Saint Paul, 
January 26th 

 
Timothy was a native of Lystra in Asia Minor, the 
son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother who 
was a believer. We learn from the Acts of the 
Apostles that “He was well spoken of by the 
brethren at Lystra and Iconium. Paul wanted 
Timothy to  accompany him; and he took him and 
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in 
those places, for they all knew that his father was 
a Greek” (Acts 16:1-3). In addition to being a 
devoted companion of Paul, Timothy was 
entrusted with missions to the  Thessalonians, to 
encourage them under persecution, and to the 
Corinthians, to strengthen the converts in the 
faith. Timothy became Paul’s representative at 
Ephesus, and, according to Eusebius, the first 
bishop of that city. 
 
Titus was, like Timothy, a companion of Paul, who 
calls him “my true child in the common faith” 
(Titus 1:4). Titus, a Greek, accompanied Paul and 
Barnabas from Antioch to Jerusalem at the time of 
the apostolic council. During Paul’s third 
missionary journey, Titus was sent on urgent 
missions to Corinth. Paul writes, “And besides our 
own comfort we rejoice still more at the joy of 
Titus because his mind has been set at rest by 
you all. . . . And his heart goes out all the more to 
you, as he remembers the obedience of you all 
and the fear and trembling with which you 
received him” (2 Corinthians 7:13, 15). Later, Titus 
was entrusted with the organization of the Church 
in Crete, where Eusebius reports he was the first 
bishop. Paul writes, “This is why I left you in Crete 
that you might amend what was defective and 
appoint presbyters in every town as I directed 
you” (Titus 1:5). 
 
As companions of Paul, Timothy and Titus are 
commemorated together close to the feast of 
Paul’s conversion. Paul several times mentions 
their youth, while entrusting them with great 
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responsibilities in administration and in the 
proclaiming of the Gospel, a reminder that not 
age but faithfulness, care, and the love of Christ 
are the important qualities for Christian witness to 
the Lord.  
The collect for the feast of Timothy and Titus: 
 Almighty God, who didst call Timothy and Titus to 
do the work of evangelists and teachers, and 
didst make them strong to endure hardship: 
Strengthen us to stand fast in adversity, and to 
live godly and righteous lives in this present time, 
that with sure confidence we may look for our 
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS  
 
In January, we give thanks for the work of the 
Vestry.  We pray that all Vestry members, wardens, 
and other vestry officers will be guided by God’s 
grace in their deliberations and decisions 
throughout the coming year. 
 

 
 
VESTRY CORNER . . . 
 
Congratulations to the new Vestry members  
elected at our Annual Meeting: Avis Aheron, Bill 
Barksdale and Allison Chan.  The Vestry Officers 
for 2015 will be:  Senior Warden, Avis Aheron; 
Junior Warden, Kevin Laxton; Treasurer, Kevin 
Shepherd; Receiving Treasure, Bob Bird; and 
Assistant Treasurer, Avis Aheron; Clerk,  Kim  
Laxton.  A special thank you to those who have 
served on the 2014 Vestry:  Carl Ball, Chris 
Criscione, Arby Frost, Mary Hughes, Kevin Laxton, 
Kate Perry, Kevin Shepherd, Renèe Toth, Holly 
Turner. 
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 

Baptismal Dates:  “Holy Baptism is especially 
appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of 
Pentecost, on All Saint’s Day or the Sunday after 
All Saint’s Day, the Feast of the Baptism of our 
Lord, (the first Sunday after Epiphany.)  It is 
recommended that, as far as possible, baptisms 
be reserved for these occasions or when a bishop 
is present.” The Book of Common Prayer, page 
312. 
 The Baptismal dates for St. James in  2015 
are: The Baptism of our Lord. January 11; the 
Easter Vigil, April 4;  the Day of Pentecost, May 
24; and All Saints Day, November 1st. If you 
would like to be Baptized or have a child you 
would like to be Baptized, contact the Rector. 
 
International Coffee Hour:   In keeping with the 
Epiphany theme of carrying the light of Christ into 
the world, on January 18 we will be celebrating an 
"International Coffee Hour" immediately following 
the 10:00 service.  Everyone is invited to 
bring a food item from another country to share.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.  Also, 
we would like for everyone to bring an item or 
decoration you have collected from another 
country.  We will place these on a table and share 
information on the various items with each other.  
Please contact Art, Cam, or Danny with any 
questions.  
 

The 96th Diocesan Annual Council 
 

The 96th Annual Diocesan Council will be held 
January 23-25, 2015 at the Hotel Roanoke 
Conference Center.  The St. James Delegates to 
Council this year are:   Avis Aheron, Andy 
Cochran and Steve Wiegandt, the Rev. Susan 
Bentley, and the Rev. Deacon Butch Eanes; 
alternates are:  Kate Perry and Holly Turner.  All 
members of St. James are invited to attend 
Council as a visitor; specific information is found 
on the diocesan website at:  
http://www.dioswva.org/governance/annual-
council.html.  The Friday evening Festival 
Eucharist will be at 5:00 pm at St. Andrew’s 
Catholic Church;  the closing Eucharist is at 9:00 
am on Sunday morning in the Crystal Ball room of 
the Hotel Roanoke Conference Center.  There will 
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be regular services at St. James at 8:oo am and 
10:00 am; and you are welcome to come to the 
Council Opening Eucharist on Friday evening, as 
well as the Closing  Eucharist on Sunday 
morning. 
 
 

YOUTH NEWS . . .   
By Beth Wiegandt 
 
I feel blessed to be able to spend time with our 
youth here at St. James. They are creative, 
spontaneous, involved, interesting, questioning, 
and above all, here in the present. 
 
I feel blessed to be at St. James, where the 
congregation may not always get the direction the 
youth head, but they ALWAYS, ALWAYS, 
ALWAYS appreciate and support them where, 
when and how they are. I know how very special 
and unique that is! 
 
We, the Youth, thank YOU, the congregation, for 
your support. We thank Andy for his help and 
coordination of the pageant music and particulars. 
We look forward to exploring our faith in the 
coming year! 
 
January brings Y@C!  This is THE premier youth 
event for the year. Held at St John's, it is for 5th - 
12th graders. Find out what it means to be part of 
a community that is faith based, creative, crazy, 
and fantastic! We have several youth at St. James 
that are on the design team. If you have 
questions, talk to Jamie, Sarah, Jessica, or Josie. 
 
Registration can be found at 
www.youth.dioswva.org - Dates are January 23 - 
25, 2015 and the event starts at the Hotel 
Roanoke on Friday for dinner. Money is ALWAYS 
available to get you there, so do not hesitate to 
ask for help. (Beth at 540-556-2594) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
                                           + 

                                       +      + 

                   Time         +          +         Talent 

                                   +             + 

                                  +  +  +  +   + 

       Treasure  
 

Pledges, Income, Expenses, Oh My!  Another 
year is behind us, and a new year is just 
beginning.  As we look forward to the new year, 
here’s a recap of our financial picture for 2014.  
As of the end of November, our year-to-date 
pledge payments received were $122,474.  As of 
the end of December, our year-to-date pledge 
payments received were $131,583.  There still 
remains $15,405 in remaining unpaid pledges for 
2014.  Please make every effort to complete your 
pledge for 2014.  Every dollar will help to close 
the deficit gap. 
 
At the December 2014 vestry meeting, a deficit 
budget was approved for 2015.  The total 
projected income for 2015 was estimated at 
$158,496 and the total projected expenses were 
$186,944 leaving a projected deficit of $28,448.   
 
For 2015, we have received pledges totaling 
$138,124, which is an increase of 4% from last 
year. 
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If you have not already filled out a pledge card for 
2015, we ask that you renew your financial 
commitment to St. James by pledging for 2015.  
Any additional pledges received will help us to 
reduce the projected deficit for 2015.  You can 
pick up a pledge card at the office or in church on 
Sunday. 
 
 
 
Kroger Community Rewards Program:  At the 
end of the first quarter (9/1/14-11/30/14) of the 
new Kroger fundraising program, we have 37 
households signed up.  A check for $1,290.65 
was received for the quarter.  If you have not 
registered your Kroger Plus Card so that your 
grocery purchases are credited towards St. 
James’ fundraising efforts, please register online 
with Kroger 
(www.kroger.com/communityrewards).  St. James’ 
exclusive community rewards organization 
number is 82570.  If you need assistance with 
signing up, please contact Avis Aheron 
(avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580-9203).  It 
will take just a few minutes to sign you up, and St. 
James will receive a check based on the 
percentage of sales, split among participating 
organizations. 
 
Treat-of-the-Week:   Did you know that in 2014, 
Treat-of-the-Week raised a total of $1,414?  Were 
you one of the lucky individuals who held the 
winning ticket for the weekly giveaway?  Treat-of-
the-Week will continue in 2015 with the proceeds 
going to the Building Fund.  If you would like to 
donate a treat, please contact Sam Campbell. 
 
Adopt-a-Day:   Don’t forget about Adopt-a-Day for 
2015!!!  For $60, you can honor a loved one on 
her/his special day, celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, confirmation, baptism, 
new job, retirement, etc.  In 2014, contributions 
from Adopt-a-Day raised $1200.  Forms can be 
found in the office or via the monthly email 
reminder. 
 
On December 24, 2014 , I heard a story on 
National Public Radio (NPR) that suggests that 

generosity fuels happiness and may be hardwired 
into our brains. 
 
“If generosity makes us happy, and lots of 
research suggests that it does, why do many of 
us find it difficult to be generous?” 
 
The end of each year is typically the season for 
giving.  What is our motivation to be generous:  
it’s that time of year and others are doing it; or it’s 
our last chance to make charitable contributions 
that can be taken as deductions when we file our 
income taxes for the year?  Research suggests 
that the impulse to be generous is actually 
hardwired into our brains. 
 
Psychologist Lara Aknin shared a childhood 
anecdote.  When she was about 8 years old, she 
offered her 4 year-old brother a business 
proposition.  She asked him to trade his dimes for 
her nickels.  She tricked him into trading by telling 
him that dimes were worth less than nickels 
because nickels were bigger than dimes and the 
values were based on size.  With her wealth 
essentially doubled, she used the money to buy 
herself a lot of candy.  Aknin knew what she was 
doing was not very nice, but thought that having 
the extra money to spend on herself would make 
her happier.  What she later realized in several 
research experiments was that spending this ill-
gotten money on herself didn’t make her happier 
and she actually would have been happier if she 
had spent the extra money on her brother. 
 
In one experiment to support her theory, Aknin 
asked toddlers to share a treat with a stuffed 
animal.  The toddlers were told that the stuffed 
animal really liked eating treats.  Then the 
children were given a cache of treats.  The 
toddlers were videotaped and later their faces 
were coded for smiling behavior which could 
provide some insight into positive emotions or 
happiness. 
 
What Aknin found was that instead of being 
happiest when receiving treats for themselves, 
the toddlers were happiest when they shared their 
treats.  Toddlers haven’t yet learned rules about 
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generosity, yet they smiled more when giving 
treats away than when receiving the treats 
themselves.  And they smiled significantly more 
when giving away their own treat than an identical 
treat provided by the experimenter. 
 
Other experiments found the same thing with 
adults.  A group of college students were given a 
sum of money and asked to either spend the 
money on themselves or someone else that day.  
Later they were called back to find out how they 
were feeling.  Those who were randomly 
assigned to spend the money on others were 
significantly happier than those who spent the 
money on themselves. 
 
Aknin and other scientists are studying the 
conditions under which generosity fuels 
happiness.  One thing they found is that being 
forced to be generous is not a good way to make 
people happy.  Being forced to act generously can 
undermine the emotional rewards.  These 
experiments are starting to unlock the 
mechanisms that link generosity with happiness.  
The study with toddlers suggests that being 
generous isn’t merely something we learn to do.  
The impulse to generosity seems hardwired in our 
brains.  Aknin goes on to say, “And it’s possible 
that, you know, we as humans have kind of 
evolved to feel good about giving.  And it’s really 
that happiness that fuels this act of giving.” 
 

“The key to success is radical generosity.”   
Agapi Stassinopolos 

 
 

2015 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS  
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of 
the last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 
December 24, 2014 adopted anonymously in 
loving memory of Bill Williamson.  
 
January 13 adopted by Cathie Cook in loving 
memory of her father, Bill, on his birthday.  
 
January 25 adopted by Avis Aheron on the 
occasion of Grace's birthday.  

 
January 30 adopted by Mimi and Bob 
Copenhaver in celebration of their 61 st 
wedding anniversary.  
 
February 12 adopted by Avis Aheron on the 
occasion of Sarah's birthday. 
 
August 26 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of Charles H. Stebbins on his 
birthday. 
 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 

Loose Offering and Unpledged Support 
 

Every Sunday, when the collection plate is 
passed, some of us reach into our wallets or 
purses and place a cash offering or a check that 
represents a donation other than what we have 
pledged in support of the work at St. James.  
Each Sunday is designated for a specific fund or 
charity.   
 
The General Fund  receives all loose offerings 
and any undesignated checks on the 1st and 4th 
Sundays of each month.  The 2nd Sunday of each 
month is designated for the rector’s 
Discretionary Fund .  That leaves the 3rd and 5th 
Sundays for the Benevolence Offerings:  
specific charities chosen by the Outreach 
Committee at the beginning of each year. 
 
The Discretionary Fund has been used to provide 
emergency assistance to parishioners for 
mortgage payments, utilities, gas, etc.  Monies 
collected for Youth Scholarships or leadership 
development are also deposited in the 
Discretionary Fund and disbursed as requests are 
received.  Your loose offerings and undesignated 
checks received every 2nd Sunday, as well as 
specific designations, go directly to the 
Discretionary Fund. 
 
The Benevolence Offerings received on the 3rd 
and 5th Sundays of every month are sent to local 
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charities and occasionally national or global 
organizations.  The minimum donation amount is 
set at $70.  If less than $70 is received from the 
loose offering, undesignated checks, or checks 
specifically designated to a particular charity, the 
additional amount needed is made up from 
Outreach Committee budget.  During the past 
year, St. James made donations to the following 
organizations: 
 
 Apple Ridge Farm    
 Bradley Free Clinic 
 Congregations in Action   
 Episcopal Relief & Development 
 Feeding America Southwest VA  
 Family Promise of Roanoke 
 Phoebe Needles Scholarships  
 Rescue Mission   
 Roanoke Area Ministries (RAM)  
 Roanoke Jail Ministry   
 Second Harvest Food Bank  
 Total Action for Progress (TAP) 
 United Thank Offering   
 West End Center   
 Williamson Rd. Emergency Fund  
 Youth Scholarships 
 
Your generosity is the cornerstone that allows St. 
James to lend a helping hand to those within and 
outside our parish in this time of great need.  Your 
loose offering support each Sunday is deeply 
appreciated and continues our mission to do the 
work God has given us to do in Roanoke and the 
world. 
 
The Benevolence Offering on January 18, 2014  
will go to the Rescue Mission .  Please give 
generously to this worthy organization. 
 
 
LITTLE CHURCH SOCIAL CLUB NEWS. . .  
By Jean Schaefer 
 
Our Christmas Party for 2014 was held on 
December 10.  Andy Cochran played the piano 
and the choir members and our club members 
sang all the Christmas carols we could think of.  
Thanks to all. 

 
Then we feasted on goodies provided by the 
volunteers which included sausage balls, 
sandwiches, smoked cocktail wieners, sausage 
rolls, chips, cookies, and other sweets.  Allison 
Chan made her famous punch which was 
delicious. 
 
Then we all sang “Here Comes Santa Claus” as 
the jolly guy (Chris Criscione) burst into the room 
with his bells ringing and ho-ho-hoing.  Assisted 
by his elves--Mother Sue, Betty, Brenda, Sarah 
Beth, and Luke (the latter two who have really 
grown up)--dozens of gifts were gratefully 
received.   
We thank all the volunteers and sponsors who 
work so hard every year to make this party the 
highlight of all our lives.  We thank Frances 
Stebbins who brings many extra gifts.  We thank 
Joyce Brown, ECW (who sponsor two members), 
DOK (thanks to Betty for shopping and wrapping 
ECW's and DOK's gifts this year).  We also thank 
James Kyle, Brenda Harvey, Jean Schaefer, Betty 
Harnsberger, Gail Fields, Pam Reilly, Lonnie 
Bower, Cathie Cook, Doris Mattox, Ray Kasey, 
and Jackie Leonard.  You can see that this is a 
church wide effort with everyone’s involvement, 
including the budgeted amount that the vestry 
allows us each year for the overall meeting 
expenses.  Special thanks to Betty and James 
who coordinate everything and keep us on track 
and to Ray Kasey who transports most of our 
members in the bus for our meetings.  We thank 
Pat and John Whitcomb for taking Jane Lewis's 
gifts to her at Richfield. 
 
We especially thank Debbie Bonniwell from Blue 
Ridge Behavioral Health Care for coming to our 
Christmas party and being a part of this special 
evening. 
 
We hope you had a much fun at your own 
Christmas celebrations as we had at ours and we 
are ready to begin our 33rd year of socializing with 
our members in 2015. 
 
 
FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . .  
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By Pam Reilly 
 
 

Is your will keeping up with your Christian 
commitments? Remember St. James in your will.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY  . . .  
January 1 Marjorie Taylore Price 
January 1 Nelson Walla 
January 4 John Bird  
January 4 Sandy Maxwell 
January 5 Tom Antonson 
January 7 Mary Page Gwaltney 
January 8 John Whitcomb 
January 14 Sarah Perry 
January 16 Lynn Wright 
January 16 Pam Reilly 
January 17 Ian Johnstone 
January 19 Sam Taylor 
January 24 William Ostrom 
January 25 Grace Aheron 
January 25 Sara Ostrom 
January 25 Evan Lee Miller 
January 26 Katie George 
January 26 Darryl Perry 
January 27 Hunter Hart 
January 29 Robert St. John  
January 29 Nicholas Simmons 
January 30 Brittany Frost 
January 30 Tom Orville 
 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR JANUARY . . .  
January   1    Sharon & Jerry Miller 
January 14 Pam & Wayne Reilly 
January 17 John & Pat Whitcomb 
January 30 Mimi & Bob Copenhaver 
 
NOTES OF THANKS . . .  

 
Many thanks to each of the following St. James 
“elves” who worked to decorate the church for the 
Christmas season: 
 

Betsy Briggs 
Lonnie Bower 
Dorothy Herndon 
Odell James 
Ray and Lawton Kasey 
Pam Reilly 
Kevin and Maddie Shepherd 
Renée Toth 

 
Thanks again to all for your time and talents! 
     Lawton Kasey 
 
Dear Saints of James,  
     Some years ago, one of the Saints of James 
shared with me her thoughts on being a gracious 
receiver, and I am mindful of her wisdom in 
regards to the generosity of my staff Christmas 
bonus from the Saints of James.  I thank you for 
the lovely note I received as well as the very 
generous check, which I greatly appreciate as an 
outward sign of your support and encouragement, 
in our ministry together.  I anticipate using the 
money during my sabbatical this summer and feel 
doubly blessed that the Vestry has approved 
sabbatical leave time for me, and that I have 
some discretionary money for my use.   I am 
richly blessed by the community of faith that is 
Saint James, and for you I give thanks.   
      Sue 
 
A note from Deacon Butch…  
A special Thank you to all the Dear Saints of 
James, 
       I want to thank you all for your prayers for 
Carol and me during the past year, they have 
seen us through what turned out to be another 
personally challenging year, we know that they’re 
what keeps us going.  Also thank you for your 
generous Christmas gift.  I am looking for ways to 
see that it is used to further the work of Saint 
James Parish and the greater Church.   
       God go with you all, you are always in our 
prayers.    
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Dear Saints of James:   
     How surprised Mimi and I were when Doris 
Mattox brought a check from St. James to us at 
our cottage the day before Christmas Eve. It was 
very thoughtful of you to remember us. It is my 
privilege to serve the parish as your adjunct 
associate, and to do so as my gift to the parish. 
Our congregation is a warm, welcoming and 
inclusive place to worship the Lord, and Mimi and 
I are glad to be a part of that circle of care and 
grace. We both thank you.    
     Father Bob  
 
 
 
 
 
Saints of James , thank you for your most 
generous Christmas gift.  Having just moved into 
a new house, your gift will certainly be helpful.  
Thank you for your thoughtfulness.   
      I wish each of you a New Year filled with much 
happiness. 
     Andy 
 
Dear Saints of James:  
     Thank you all so much for the generous 
Christmas gift at the end of 2014.  It was most 
appreciated and, as always, comes in very handy. 
The St. James Episcopal Church family is truly 
one of the greatest blessings in my life.  Thanks 
again and best wishes to each of you for a happy, 
healthy 2015. 
     Connie 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 
 
Altar Flowers:   The flower chart for donating 
Sunday altar flowers is currently up on the bulletin 
board next to the kitchen and there are Sundays 
available for donating altar flowers for 2015.  If 
you have a particular Sunday which you wish to 
donate flowers, please put your name on the 
chart, or call the church office (366-4157) and 
leave a message.  Flower donations are $20.00 
per week and we will be collecting the money for 

the weeks you signed up, on January 18th and 
25th.  Checks can be made out to St. James 
Episcopal Church, with a memo of “flower fund” 
and given to Lynn Wright, or put in the offering 
plate.  All flowers are given to the glory of God 
and you may add an additional dedication.  If you 
know what dedication you would like for the 
flowers, you can give that to Lynn with your 
money.  If you are not sure at this time, then you 
will need to leave that information at the Church 
office prior to the Sunday you will be giving 
flowers. 
 
FREE LUNCH:   You are invited to the Williamson 
Road Senior Center for the Seniors' Lunch on 
Tuesday, January 20, noon, at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Fellowship Hall, 4040 Williamson Road, 
NW, Roanoke, VA.  Lunch is free, you'll enjoy 
good fellowship, and an interesting program.  The 
program for January is bingo. 
 

 
 

Happy Home Recipe 
Serves All 

 
4 c. Love 
2 c. Loyalty 
5 quarts Faith 
2 Tbl. Tenderness 
1 c. Kindness 
5 c. Understanding 
3 c. Forgiveness 
1 c. Friendship 
5 tsp. Hope 
1 barrel Laughter 
 
Take Love and Loyalty, mix thoroughly with Faith.  
blend with Tenderness, Kindness, Understanding, and 
Forgiveness.  Add Friendship and Hope; sprinkle 
abundantly with Laughter.  Bake with Sunshine.  Serve 
daily with generous helpings. 
   (Received from Dana Cox) 
 

 
 

FROM THE BLOG OF THE REV. CHRIS YAW . . 
. 
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To members of People Who Are 
Rather Fond of the Episcopal Church  

   
It’s been said that the person who belongs to a 
small church lives in a much larger world. Seeing 
the same people week after week leads to 
friendships, many times with folk whom we 
wouldn’t ordinarily get to know – indeed, whom 
we might initially have so little in common with 
that we would’ve never met anyplace other than 
at church. This diversity can be rewarding. It can 
open our minds and make us deeper, more 
thoughtful and less rigid human beings. 
 
Small congregations force us to get along with 
one another. They compel us to understand 
where other people are coming from and civilly 
settle our differences, which can be of immense 
value in the larger world. 
 
Small congregations keep us accountable. You 
can’t miss too many Sundays before someone 
calls or drops by just to make sure everything’s 
OK. We think twice about skipping Sunday 
services – not just because we miss out on 
worship, but because of the people who will be 
disappointed if we’re not there. 
 
Large churches get this - as attested by their 
emphasis on small groups. In fact, the biggest 
trend in the mega-church world is multi-site 
congregations – the establishment of much 
smaller satellite campuses that promote intimacy 
and closer relationships. 
The Episcopal Church is a small church haven. 
80% of our congregations host 150 people or less 
on Sunday mornings. The vast majority of 
Episcopalians are converts (70%), and a great 
many of us came from much larger churches. 
Many of us joined because of the size. We realize 
we are created for relationships. We were made 
for deep, intimate and sacred relationship, not just 
with the Lord, but with each other. Christianity 
isn’t just about me and Jesus. It’s about me and 
Jesus and you. 
 

In what ways has your small congregation 
deepened your faith?  
  

                              
 
"Promise me you'll always remember this: You're 
braver than you believe, and stronger than you 
seem, and smarter than you think." -- From A.A. 
Milne's Winnie the Pooh 
 

                                
 
 
 

 
 
 
JUST FOR FUN . . . 

Christian  One Liners   
 
Don't let your worries get the best of you; 
remember, Moses started out as a basket case.  
 
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited... 
Until you try to sit in their pews. 
 
Many folks want to serve God, But only as 
advisers. 
 
It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live 
one. 
 
The good Lord didn't create anything without a 
purpose, But mosquitoes come close. 
 
When you get to your wit's end, You'll find God 
lives there. 
 
People are funny; They want the Front of the 
bus, the Middle of the road, and back of the 
church. 
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Opportunity may knock once, But temptation 
bangs on the front door forever. 
 
Quit griping about your church; If it was perfect, 
you couldn't belong. 
 
If a church wants a better pastor, It only needs to 
pray for the one it has. 
  

They're Back! Those wonderful Church 
Bulletins!   

 
These sentences actually appeared in church 
bulletins or were announced in church services:  
 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  
 
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the 
Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.  
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The 2014 Christmas Poinsettias are given  
To the Glory of God by~  

  
The white poinsettias on the altar are given by Doris and Larry Mattox in thanksgiving 
for Joyce Brown and in loving memory of Friede, Mayon and Dennis Mattox; and by 
Joyce E. Brown in loving memory of Doris, Percy and Arthur Sharpe and in 
thanksgiving11 for my daughter, son-in-law, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
  
The red poinsettias are given by: 
  
Carl and Pat Ball in loving memory of our parents, Carl & Mable Ball  
 
Carl and Pat Ball in loving memory of our parents Clarence & Eileen Arrington. 
 
Sarah, Alex, and Matt Bentley in thanksgiving for Michael and Susan Bentley. 
 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley in thanksgiving for The Staff of St. James. 
 
Connie Bierly in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Everette Nunley. 
 
Connie Bierly in loving memory of  Lt. Col. And Mrs. Robert L. Bierly. 
 
Linda Bryant in loving memory of my son, Peter Schuyler. 
 
John and Mable Cochran in honor or Andy Cochran. 
 
John and Mable Cochran in memory of Art Tatman’s parents, Eddie and Alma Tatman. 
 
Mimi and Bob Copenhaver in thanksgiving for Victoria wedding to Bryant. 
 
Mary T. Davis in loving memory of my cherished friend John C Gibson. 
  
Mary T. Davis in loving memory of my beloved parents Ada and Homer Tate. 
  
Gail Fields in loving memory of Deena Marie Shepherd. 
 
Her family in loving memory of Olivia Paige Goldberg. 
 
Mary Page Gwaltney in loving memory of Joe Gwaltney. 
 
Dorothy Herndon in loving memory of Bob Herndon. 
 
Dorothy Herndon in loving memory of Betsy Herndon Clar 
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Karen Konrad in loving memory of Dr. Bud Konrad. 
 
Karen Konrad in thanksgiving for my family. 
 
Kevin Shepherd in thanksgiving for Maddelena Marie Shepherd. 
 
Cam Srpan in loving memory of John and Charlotte Beckwith. 
  
Cam Srpan in loving memory of Elizabeth Ridenour. 
 
Renee Toth in loving memory of Ron Toth. 
 
Pat and John Whitcomb in loving memory of Colleen and Early Hancock. 
 
Pat and John Whitcomb in loving memory of Ruby Willis. 
 

 

A Donation was made to the St. James Building Fund by: 

 

Todd Killinger in loving memory of Joan Blakemore. 
 
Todd Killinger in thanksgiving for Lonnie Bower. 
 
Bob and Lynn Wright in loving memory of Lynn’s mom and dad, Jack and Peggy Seay, 
aunt, Billie Sink and Bob’s mother, Helen Foley and Bob’s aunt, Norma Richards. 
 
Bob and Lynn Wright in thanksgiving for daughter and son-in law Rachelle Lynn and 
Brian Smith and Lynn’s brother and sister-in-law Martin and Julie Seay. 
 
 

A Donation was made to the St. James Endowment Fund by: 

 

Susan Emmons Bentley in loving memory of Mary Park and Neill Emmons. 

Susan Emmons Bentley in thanksgiving for Michael, Sarah, Alex and Matt Bentley. 

Pam and Wayne Reilly in thanksgiving for all the Saints of James. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

  7 PM  AA 
2 
    
 

3  
  10 AM  AA 

4  
  3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese Worship 

5  
 

6  
  10 AM  Prayer Group 
    6:15 PM  EFM 
    7 PM  AA 

7  
  3:30 PM Good  
  Shepherd Atrium       
  7:00 PM  Choir             

8  
  3:30 PM  True Vine Atrium 
  7:00 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  AA 

9  
 

10  
 10 AM  AA 

11  
  9 AM  Outreach 
  3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese Worship 

12  
 

13  
 10 AM  Prayer Group 
    6:15 PM  EFM 
    7 PM  AA 

14  
  3:30 PM Good  
  Shepherd Atrium  
  6:45 PM  Little    
  Church Social  
  Club       
  7:00 PM  Choir  

15  
  3:30 PM  True Vine Atrium 
  7:00 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  AA 

16  
 

17  
 10 AM  AA 

18  
  3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese Worship 

19  
 6:45 PM    
 Vestry 

20  
 10 AM  Prayer Group 
    6:15 PM  EFM 
    7 PM  AA 

21  
  3:30 PM Good  
  Shepherd Atrium       
  7:00 PM  Choir  

22  
  3:30 PM  True Vine Atrium 
  7:00 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  AA 

23  
 

24  
 10 AM  AA 

25  
 12:15 Reed    
 Wedding 
  3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese Worship 

26  
 

27  
 10 AM  Prayer Group 
    6:15 PM  EFM 
    7 PM  AA 

28  
  3:30 PM Good  
  Shepherd Atrium  
  6:45 PM  Little  
  Church Social  
  Club       
  7:00 PM  Choir  

29  
  3:30 PM  True Vine Atrium 
  7:00 PM  Bible Study 
  7:00 PM  AA 

30  
 

31  
 10 AM  AA 
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2015 
 
Jan 4   
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Jessica Wiegandt         Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte    Sarah Perry            Coffee     Boots Ingram, Odell James, Pam Reilly 
T Bearer    Ashley Nelson,          Nursery    Kim Laxton, Jessica Price 
        Josie Wiegandt          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy         
Chalicist    Pam Reilly             Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Avis Aheron  
Lector 2    Jackie Leonard          
Prayers    Helen Campbell   

 
Jan 11   
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Josie Wiegandt          Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 

Acolyte    Jessica Wiegandt         Coffee     Wiegandt Family 
T Bearer    Ryan Laxton           Nursery    Butch Johnstone, Mary Hughes 
        Yuri Malick            Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James     
Lector 1    Art Tatman  
Lector 2    Kate Perry          
Prayers    Sam Campbell           

 
Jan 18 
8 AM   Lector Tim Buchholtz,  Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Joe Hart              Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte    Ashley Nelson           Coffee     Art Tatman, Cam Spran, Danny Fainter 
T Bearer    Sarah Perry            Nursery    Ann Bird, Katie Rucker 
        Jessica Wiegandt         Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist    Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    Josie  Wiegandt  
Lector 2    Sandy Maxwell          
Prayers    JoAnn Criscione            

 
Jan 25 
8 AM    Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte    Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Tricia Champion, JoAnn Criscione 
T Bearer    Abby Price            Nursery    Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    TBD                Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey,    
Lector 1    JoAnn Criscione                 Brianna Kovac, Pam Reilly 
Lector 2    Taylore Price         
Prayers    Alicia Baxter                              

           
Feb 1   
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Daniel Malick           Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte    Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Avis Aheron, Lawton Kasey 
T Bearer    Ian Johnstone           Nursery    Laura Anderson, Kim Laxton 
        Kirin Johnstone          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy       
Chalicist    Pam Reilly             Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lector 1    Alicia Baxter  
Lector 2    Carla Spenser         
Prayers    Maile Armstrong                 

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please find a substitute and let the Office know. 


