
 
                                                    

THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Saints of James, 
 
 As the season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 
30th, a time of waiting for the arrival of the Christ Child, I marvel 
at the boldness with which the culture hijacks the Christmas 
story with consumerism.  How is it that our yearly celebration of 
God slipping into our lives, through the birth of baby, in a world 
of darkness, political unrest, and suffering, could be obscured 
by a ritual of consumption and consumerism.  We worship less.  
We spend more.  We give less.  We struggle more.  We have 
come to believe that we can love both God and money, as the 
fastest growing religion in the world is symbolized with a dollar 
sign.  Consumerism has convinced us that we can transcend 
our current circumstances with what we buy, and increase our 
pleasure, happiness, and love.  You see, it is not that we 
necessarily want more – it is that what we want is something 
we can’t buy….Love, which came down at Christmas in the 
form of a baby.  The experience of God’s love is not found in 
material luxuries, or acquiring more and more, so it is no 
surprise to discover that a meaningful Christmas is not found in 
mindless spending, over eating & drinking, and stress. 
 Face Book is an interesting converging of our culture, 
with a broad range of humanity and their thoughts and 
opinions.  I have been pleasantly surprised to see articles 
posted on FB about the need to preserve the season of Advent, 
and not rush into Christmas until Dec. 25th. A number of 
comments revealed that people do not all want to decorate and 
put their trees up prior to Halloween,  The illusion that material 
things can make a holly, jolly Christmas, was busted by those 
that acknowledged that the Norman Rockwell image of 
Christmas often ends in someone being upset that they did not 
get the present they wanted, or a much desired toy is broken by 
noon on Christmas Day, or Grandpa drank too much, and Dad 
insulted Grandma before Christmas dinner was served.  Where 
is the experience of Christmas that connects with the realty of 
God’s love coming into the world and our hearts? 
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 Sunday Schedule  

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship  
 

Advent Lessons & Carols 
10 AM Service 

ECW Craft & Bake Sale 
December 7 th 

 
Holiday Dinner 

5:30 PM - December 8 th 
 

Annual Meeting  
11:30 AM - December 14 th 

 
Advent-Christmas Pageant 

10 AM - December 21 st 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
Bishop Mark Bourlakas, 

Presider 
7:45 PM Choir Prelude 

8:00 PM  Holy Eucharist  
 

Christmas Day Service 
10 AM  

Holy Eucharist with Carols  
 
St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 
Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net  
www.stjamesroanoke.org   
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The Rector's Message continued . . .  
 
Some FB patrons are only too aware that a 
magical Christmas does not exist, and they invite 
others to be sensitive to this reality.  This post 
appeared on a number of different pages: 
 Some thoughts as we enter the holiday 
season...It is important to remember that not 
everyone is surrounded by large wonderful 
families. Some of us have problems during the 
holidays and some of us are overcome with great 
sadness when we remember the loved ones who 
are not with us. And many people have no one to 
spend these times with and are besieged by 
loneliness. We all need caring, loving thoughts 
right now.  May I ask my friends, ...wherever you 
might be, to kindly copy, paste and post this 
status for one hour to give a moment of support 
for all those who have family problems, health 
struggles, job issues, worries of any kind and just 
need to know someone cares.   
  In our heart of hearts, we know only too 
well that darkness will never totally go away.  I 
have been in ordained ministry long enough to 
witness this, but I also know the reality of what the 
Gospel of John says, “the light shines on inside of 
the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome 
it,” (John 1:5)  I think there is a human desire to 
work hard to eliminate many kinds of darkness as 
we wrestle with how to resolve social justice 
issues.  We would love to overcome world 
hunger, poverty, injustice to others, and the 
violence and killing that breeds more loss and 
death.  At a certain point, we must admit that the 
darkness can hold us captive, until we learn how 
to receive the light and spread it into the dark 
places.  We need to be willing to name darkness 
for what it is, and then see how we can live in a 
creative and courageous relationship with it.  In 
the face of so much gloom in our personal lives, 
our culture, our world, we are tempted to minimize 
the darkness and look on the positive side, which 
does a disservice to the need to transform the 
darkness into light.   We cease calling darkness, 
darkness, and call it a passable light.   Or, we 
stand angrily, defiantly against it, but then we 
become a mirror image of it. 
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 The wisdom of old, proclaimed by the 
Prophets, is to name the darkness as darkness 
and the Light as light and to learn how to live and 
work in the Light, so that the darkness does not 
overcome it.  Advent, a time of waiting and 
watching, is a season for us to intentionally 
discern how we can be working with hope and 
anticipation inside the darkness, never loosing 
sight of the Light while never doubting that God is 
with us as an active presence in this 
transformation.  As the Rev. Richard Rohr says, 
“This is the narrow birth canal of God, into the 
world – through the darkness and into an ever 
greater Light.” ( Preparing for Christmas with 
Richard Rohr)   
 My desire for you this Advent and 
Christmas season, is that you will not be seduced 
by the culture of consumerism, of worshiping less, 
spending more, giving less of your true self, and 
feeling the darkness more.   My hope is that you 
will create space in your life to expand the love of 
God, to fan the Light of Christ within you, so that 
in your words and actions, in your relationships, 
God’s love, compassion and mercy, will reach out 
into the darkness, and the Light will overcome the 
darkness.  This is a gift of far more value than 
anything you can give wrapped up in glittering 
paper and ribbon.   
   Advent Blessings,    
   SEB+ 
 

 
 
THE DEACON'S CORNER . . .  
By The Rev. Butch Eanes 
 

December Saints  
 
Saint Thomas the Apostle, December 21st:  
 The Gospel according to John records 
several incidents in which Thomas appears, and 
from them we are able to gain some impression of 
the sort of man he was. When Jesus insisted on 
going to Judea, to visit his friends at Bethany, 
Thomas boldly declared, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him” (John 11:16).  At the Last 
Supper, he interrupted our Lord’s discourse with 

the question, “Lord, we do not know where you 
are going; how can we know the way?” (John 
14:5). And after Christ’s resurrection, Thomas 
would not accept the account of the other 
apostles and the women, until Jesus appeared 
before him, showing him his wounds. This drew 
from him the first explicit acknowledgment of 
Christ’s Godhead, “My Lord and my God!” (John 
20:28).   
 Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful 
if rather literal-minded man, inclined to skepticism; 
but he was a staunch friend when his loyalty was 
once given. The expression “Doubting Thomas,” 
which has become established in English usage, 
is not entirely fair to Thomas. He did not refuse 
belief: he wanted to believe, but did not dare, 
without further evidence. Because of his goodwill, 
Jesus gave him a sign, though Jesus had refused 
a sign to the Pharisees. His Lord’s rebuke was 
well deserved: “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe” (John 20:29). The sign did 
not create faith; it merely released the faith which 
was in Thomas already. According to an early 
tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others, 
Thomas evangelized the Parthians. Syrian 
Christians of Malabar  India,who call themselves 
the Mar Thoma Church, cherish a tradition that 
Thomas brought the Gospel to India. Several 
apocryphal writings have been attributed to him, 
the most prominent and interesting being the 
“Gospel of Thomas.”  Thomas’ honest questioning 
and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response to 
him, have given many modern Christians courage 
to persist in faith, even when they are still 
doubting and questioning. 
 Collect for the Feast day of Saint Thomas 
the Apostle:  Ever living God, who strengthened 
your apostle Thomas with firm and certain faith in 
your Son’s resurrection: Grant us so perfectly and 
without doubt to believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and our God, that our faith may never be found 
wanting in your sight; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr, December 
26st:  Very probably a Hellenistic Jew, Stephen 
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was one of the “seven men of good repute, full of 
the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who were 
chosen by the apostles to relieve them of the 
administrative burden of “serving tables and 
caring for the widows.” By this appointment to 
assist the apostles, Stephen, the first named of 
those the New Testament calls “The Seven,” 
became the first to do what the Church 
traditionally considers to be the work and ministry 
of a deacon. 
     It is apparent that Stephen’s activities involved 
more than simply “serving tables,” for the Acts of 
the Apostles speaks of his preaching and 
performing many miracles. These activities led 
him into conflict with some of the Jews, who 
accused him of blasphemy, and brought him 
before the Sanhedrin. His powerful sermon before 
the Council is recorded in the seventh chapter of 
Acts. His denunciations of the Sanhedrin so 
enraged its members that, without a trial, they 
dragged him out of the city and stoned him to 
death. Saul, later called Paul, stood by, 
consenting to Stephen’s death, but Stephen’s 
example of steadfast faith in Jesus, and of 
intercession for his persecutors, was to find fruit in 
the mission and witness of Paul after his 
conversion. The Christian community in 
Jerusalem, taking fright at the hostility of the 
Judean authorities, was scattered; so that for the 
first time the Gospel of Christ began to spread 
beyond Jerusalem. 
 Collect for the feast day of Saint 
Stephen:  We give you thanks, O Lord of 
glory, for the example of the first martyr 
Stephen, who looked up to heaven and prayed 
for his persecutors to your Son Jesus Christ, 
who stands at your right hand; where he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS  
 
In December, we give thanks for those who 
participate in our music ministries.  We ask your 
prayers for the Choir Director/Organist, and the 

members of the Adult Choir.  May their talents 
continue to be rendered to the glory of God and 
their music continue to enhance our worship 
services. 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
Baptismal Dates:  “Holy Baptism is especially 
appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of 
Pentecost, on All Saint’s Day or the Sunday after 
All Saint’s Day, the Feast of the Baptism of our 
Lord, (the first Sunday after Epiphany.)  It is 
recommended that, as far as possible, baptisms 
be reserved for these occasions or when a bishop 
is present.” The Book of Common Prayer, page 
312. 
 The Baptismal dates for St. James in  2015 
are: The Baptism of our Lord. January 11; the 
Easter Vigil, April 4;  the Day of Pentecost, May 
24; and All Saints Day, November 1st. If you 
would like to be Baptized or have a child you 
would like to be Baptized, contact the Rector. 
 
 
YOUTH NEWS . . .   
By Beth Wiegandt 
 
Join us for the Advent Pageant  on December 
21 at the 10:00 service.  Youth will need to be 
present for rehearsals Dec 7 and 14 during 
Sunday School time and arrive on Dec 21 at 9:00 
ready to do a quick run through. Spend this time 
practicing the music and being familiar with the 
script!  Children of the church can choose their 
parts with Beth prior to Dec 21 and just come a bit 
before the service to get their costumes.  Choices 
for children are: wise people, shepherds, sheep, 
mice, or cats. 
 
Youth@Council  is coming!  Don't miss this 
fabulous event Jan 23 - 25 at St. John's in 
Roanoke.  The Youth Ministry Team is busy 
planning a great week-end of fellowship and 
spiritual growth.  For grades 5-12, see YMT 
members Jessica, Jamie, Josie, or Sarah for 
details.  Registration opens soon at 
www.youth.dioswva.org  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 

    + 
   +    + 

Time                 +        +         Treasure 
  +           + 

                                 + +  +  + +                                     
Talent 

 
 

During the next several months, I will be sharing 
insights and strategies from “Seven Spiritual 
Practices:  A Faithful Steward’s Guide” published 
by the Office of Stewardship of the Episcopal 
Church.  Here is the seventh practice: 
 
7.  A Financial Downturn Can Be a Spiritual 
Upturn  
 
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, just as 
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  
(Colossians 2:6-7) 
 
What does it mean to be rooted in Christ?  
Imagine a house plant with each leaf and flower 
receiving the nourishment it needs through the 
root system, up the stalk, and out to the very tips 
of the plant.  So, too, every part of our lives can 
be nourished by Christ; bringing peace and calm 
in the midst of anxiety, wisdom to handle financial 
and other pressures, and comfort in times of 
burden, grief, and sorrow. 
 
And then, with an almost throw-away line, Paul 
adds that we are to be “abounding in 
thanksgiving.”  We return to where we started 
these reflections – combating a culture that does 
not encourage thankfulness, indeed, which 
spends billions of dollars every year to encourage 
discontentment.  Recessions are difficult times, 
and there is pain and hardship for many, but we 
can find nourishment and contentment by trusting 

God’s faithfulness.  With God’s leading, we can 
come out stronger, as individuals and as a 
society. 
 
How might tough times bring you closer to God?  
Spend some time in prayer, turning your thoughts 
to God.  In what areas of your life do you need 
God’s nourishment? 
 
Pledges for 2015:  As of Sunday, Nov. 16, 51 
pledge cards have been received.  Last year’s 
pledge count was 60; the Stewardship Committee 
expects to receive at least that many and 
hopefully more in the coming week.  If you have 
not yet turned in your pledge card for 2015, it is 
critical that you do so as soon as possible.  The 
Finance Committee will begin preparing the 
budget for 2015 in order to have it ready to 
present to the congregation at the annual meeting 
on Dec. 14. 
 
Plate and pledge income:  For the month of 
October, 2014, the budgeted income was 
$8,094.00.  Actual income received for October, 
2014 was $6,886.00.  The year-to-date budgeted 
income through October, 2014 was $107,280.00 
and the actual income received was $111,025.00.  
The end of the year is quickly approaching along 
with additional expenses for the holidays.  If you 
would like to know the balance of your pledge, 
please contact one of the treasurers: Kevin 
Shepherd, Bob Bird, or Avis Aheron.  We would 
be happy to provide you with a current statement.  
Keeping your pledge current is important to 
monthly cash flow and paying monthly expenses.  
All additional plate contributions are greatly 
appreciated and help to reduce the deficit budget. 
  
Kroger Community Rewards Program:  The 
new Kroger fundraising program took effect on 
Sept. 1, 2014.  Kroger has discontinued the 
Kroger Cares fundraising with reloadable gift 
cards and replaced it with the Community 
Rewards Program.  In order for your Kroger 
grocery purchases to be credited towards St. 
James fundraising efforts, you will need to 
register online with Kroger 
(www.kroger.com/communityrewards).  St. James’ 
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exclusive community rewards organization 
number is 82570.  If you need assistance with 
signing up, please contact Avis Aheron 
(avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580-9203).  It 
will take just a few minutes to sign you up, and St. 
James will receive a check based on the 
percentage of sales, split among participating 
organizations. 
 

2014 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS  
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing of 
the last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 
December 6, 2013 adopted by Maile Armstrong in 
memory of Bob Ostrom and to honor his 
friendship. 
 
January 13 by Cathie Cook in loving memory of 
her father Bill on his birthday. 
 
February 15 adopted by Whitey the cat in 
celebration of Madalyn Linkous's sixth birthday. 
 
February 28 adopted by Pansy in celebration of 
Esther Williamson's birthday. 
 
April 10 adopted by Karen Konrad in memory of 
Dr. Bud on his birthday. 
 
April 11 adopted by Judy & Phil Wheeler to the 
Glory of God and in loving memory of their 
grandson, Andrew Bryson Odenthal, on his 26th 
birthday. 
 
April 19 adopted in celebration of Jean Schaefer’s 
birthday from her friend who loves her more. 
 
April 26 adopted in loving memory of Bill 
Williamson on his birthday. 
 
June 20 adopted by Jerry and Jean Schaeffer in 
celebration of their 66th wedding anniversary. 
 
July 1 adopted by Jean Schaefer in honor of her 
friends at St. James and especially the kind 
donor. 
 

July 4 adopted by Cathie Cook in celebration of 
Linda Bryant's birthday. 
 
August 5 adopted by anonymous in celebration of 
Mother Sue's birthday. 
 
August 24 adopted by anonymous in loving 
memory of Jerry Hughes. 
 
August 26 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of her husband, Charles H. Stebbins, on 
his birthday. 
 
October 2 adopted by Donna Frost in memory of 
her father, Leon T. Zastrow. 
 
October 10 adopted by Donna and Arby Frost in 
celebration of their grandson Peyton's first 
birthday. 
 
October 24 adopted by Emma Lou Hughes in 
celebration of Mary Hughes' birthday. 
 
December 19 adopted by Karen Konrad in 
memory of Charles “Bud” Konrad on our 55 th 
wedding anniversary.  
 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 

Benevolence Sundays in December  
 

The Benevolence Sunday offering received on 
December 21 will go to Feeding America 
Southwest Virginia.   Since 1981, Feeding 
America  Food Bank has provided millions of 
pounds of food and related product to hundreds of 
partner agencies that have served hundreds of 
thousands of individuals in need of emergency 
food assistance. Without the Food Bank’s 
distribution program there would be severe and 
detrimental effects on the disadvantaged families 
and individuals living in our communities. 
 
Food banking is a daunting process of balancing 
donated food and sufficient funds to secure, 
transport, track, properly store and distribute food 
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to agencies throughout Southwest Virginia. Last 
year, the Food Bank distributed over 17.5 million 
pounds of food and related product from its two 
distribution centers in Salem and Abingdon, as 
well as its direct distribution program serving the 
Alleghany Highlands region. Based on audited 
calculations, this food had a value of over $24 
million dollars. 
 
But the challenges persist. The availability of 
donated food in our region and across the nation 
is shrinking. A volatile economy and more 
sophisticated production by manufacturers 
continue to reduce errors that previously brought 
more plentiful food donations. Both manufacturers 
and retailers are turning more and more to selling 
previously donated food to a secondary market 
rather than donating. 
 
The Food Bank is an essential service to our 
communities. Yet it is often overlooked in today’s 
society. It is difficult for many of us to believe, 
accept, or admit that hungry people exist in 
today’s society …in our hometowns…and even in 
our neighborhoods. But hunger studies continue 
to document that need. The USDA estimates that 
50-million Americans are food insecure. 
 
Many circumstances contribute to an inadequate 
food supply. It may be short term because of the 
loss of a job or long term because of inadequate 
fixed incomes or terminal or acute illness. 
Whatever the reason, hunger does exist in our 
region and the mission of the Food Bank is to 
strive to meet that basic need. This region of 
Southwest Virginia has also been hard hit by plant 
closings, work force reductions, limited job 
opportunities and constraints to job re-training 
opportunities. 
 
The nutritional needs of thousands of deprived 
families in Southwest Virginia rests with the Food 
Bank and its partner agencies. 
 
Partner agencies include non-profit food pantries, 
children's feeding programs, shelters, soup 
kitchens, rescue missions and elderly care 
facilities. These partner agencies rely on the Food 

Bank to provide them with large quantities of food 
to which they may not otherwise have access. 
 
The Food Bank does not directly distribute food to 
those families and individuals in need of food 
assistance but, instead, acts as a distribution 
center to locate, transport, store and distribute the 
food to partner agencies that do.  
 
Our partner agencies include non-profit food 
pantries, children's feeding programs, shelters, 
soup kitchens, and elderly care facilities. These 
partner agencies rely on the Food Bank to provide 
them with the large quantities of food to which 
they may not otherwise have access.  
 
The Feeding America Southwest Virginia  Food 
Bank strives to serve, at the lowest cost possible, 
hungry people – children, adults, the elderly and 
the less fortunate by any definition – by 
collaborating with an ever-widening network of 
nonprofit and faith-based food distribution 
agencies throughout our 26-county service area.  
They seek to improve the overall quality of life of 
those whose needs they endeavor to meet. 
 
Lunch is served…@ RAM House  
Did you know that at 11:15 a.m. on December 20 
(and every other month on the third Saturday), St. 
James is scheduled to serve lunch at RAM 
House?  Just a couple of hours of your time are 
all that is required.  If you would like to participate 
in this outreach ministry, please contact Avis 
Aheron (avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580-
9203) for details.  Volunteers are always welcome 
and much appreciated. 
 

 
FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . .  
By Pam Reilly 

 
 

Grandfather didn’t believe in wills – but 

Grandmother does.  She had to help settle his estate 

without benefit of a will.  Do you have a will?  Did 

you include in it the work of St. James?  
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ECW NEWS . . . 
By Pam Reilly 
 
ECW Craft, Pottery and Bake Sale will take 
place on Sunday December 7th between the two 
morning services  as well as during coffee hour.  
The Sudanese Women’s Group will have items for 
sale as well.  Come and do some Christmas 
shopping  that day.  
 
 Donations of cookies for our cookie tins (due at 
St. James by December 2nd at 11:00 am) are most 
welcome, and donations of other types of baked 
good and single-serving meals may be brought to 
the parish hall on Saturday, December 6th 
between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm. 
  
ECW Adult Holiday Dinner will take place on 
Monday, December 8th (5:30 pm social hour;  
6:15 pm dinner).  A reservation sign-up sheet is in 
the parish hall, and Friday, December 5th is the 
deadline to sign up.  The cost is $12.00 for the 
delicious, festive dinner.  This event is always a 
much enjoyed occasion.  You won't want to miss 
it! 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER  . . .  
 
December    2 Denise Smerecki 
December    4 Cason Robert Nichols 
December    6 Gavin Alexander Kovac 
December    7 Maddelena Marie Shepherd 
December    8  Elizabeth Witz 
December    9 Kevin Shepherd 
December  10 Holly Turner 
December  11 Beth Bird Rock 
December  12 Daniel Malick 
December  13 Betsy Briggs 
December  14  Susan Tolliver 
December  24 Thomas Rucker 
December  24  Mimi Copenhaver 
December  25 Sharon Miller 
December  25 Alayna Michaela Miller 
December  27  Kayla Doak 
December  31 Ray Kasey 
 

 
 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR DECEMBER . . .  
 
December    6 Lynn & Bobby Wright 
December    6  Kim & Dave LaPrade 
December  21 Betty & Hugh Harnsberger 
 
 

SAFETY AT ST. JAMES  
By Maile Armstrong, Diocese Safety Manager 

 
We all feel safe at St. James in that we are 
comfortable to be in the loving and family like 
setting in which we worship and share our lives.  
We cultivate this culture and atmosphere among 
ourselves, sharing everyone’s joys and sorrows 
and holding each other up. 
 
However, we also need to cultivate a culture of 
physical safety as well; just like you would not 
drive your car without fastening your seatbelt.  
There are a number of safety features built into 
our St James life. 
 
As Safety Manager for the DIOCESE, I conducted 
the safety visit last fall; as a result smoke 
detectors were installed throughout the church & 
parish hall.  There are also exit lights, exterior 
lights and handrails to ensure safety. 
 
Currently there are several parishioners trained in 
First Aid & CPR (see the list posted by downstairs 
by the first aid cabinet).  If anyone has a medical 
emergency or is injured, ask for help from one of 
these folks and call 911.  If your name is missing 
from this list please let Maile know. 
 
The first aid kit is mounted on the wall at the 
bottom of the steps opposite the Women’s 
bathroom.  It is stocked to provide care for the 
most basic of injuries.  If the kit needs 
replacement supplies, please let Maile Armstrong 
know. 
 
There is an Automated External Defibrillator with 
the First Aid Kit.  It is currently on loan from 
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Cardiac Science Corporation until we can afford 
to purchase one of our own. 
 
There is a committee working on the Safety, 
emergency & Disaster Response plan.  The 
committee consists of Maile Armstrong, Renee 
Toth, Holly Turner, Sara Ostrom and Bill 
Barksdale and is reviewing the safety plans 
already in place (see our webpage at 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/
documents/3152635/emergency.pdf) 
 
The committee hopes to have the next stage of 
the plan ready by early winter. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions please 
see Maile Armstrong---540-947-5016 or 
mailearmstrong@verizon.net 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 
 
 

St. James Lending Library  
 

 The Saints of James are great readers and 
enjoy sharing books.  We have an extensive 
lending library in two different places in the Parish 
House.   In our Parish Hall, we have a book shelf 
filled with Biblical and theological materials, books 
on the Episcopal Church, spiritual growth, and 
devotionals.  You are welcome to borrow any of 
the books.    Downstairs in the Conference Room, 
we have shelves of novels, and some personal 
growth materials. 
 Currently we have some new books that 
explore the area of childhood trauma and how 
that impacts adult life and relationships.  
Increased awareness is the first step to healing 
for ourselves and others.  Check out these books: 

• Healing the Child Within: Discovery and 
Recovery for Adult Children of 
Dysfunctional Families 

• One Foot in Front of the Other: Daily 
Affirmations for Recovery 

• Emotional Sobriety 
• Complex PTSD: From Surviving to Thriving 

• You Can’t Just Snap Out of it: the Real 
Path to Recovery from Psychological 
Trauma, Introducing the START NOW 
program 

• The ACoA Trauma Syndrome: the Impact 
of Childhood Pain on Adult Relationships 

 
There is a note pad on the book shelves to sign 
out a book you borrow; please return books in a 
timely manner. 
 

 
Deborah Nyanakol Deng 

 
Deborah Nyanakol Deng – Sister in Christ  

 
 In 2014, our Vestry approved a request 
from Fr. Peter Yuol Gur, of the diocese of Wau, 
South Sudan, to sponsor a South Sudanese 
orphan,   Deborah Nyanakol Deng.   Fr. Peter is 
on the Bishop of Wau’s  staff and one of his 
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responsibilities is oversight of orphans, and their 
schooling.  The literacy rate in South Sudan is 
very low, especially for girls, and the most critical 
way that a developing nation can better itself, is 
through the education of it’s citizens. 
 Deborah is a bright, inquisitive girl, born in 
2005, and she is now attending Kitale Progressive 
School in Kenya, which is a boarding school.   
She enjoys reading storybooks and socializing 
with others.  She is doing well in her studies and 
inspite of the tragedy of being an orphan, she is 
thriving.  Her classes are: Math, English, Reading, 
Kiswahili, Kusoma, Science, Social Studies, 
C.R.E., and with a 91% grade average, she is 9th 
of the 39 students in her class.  Fr. Peter moved 
his wife to Kenya near the school so that the Wau 
orphans there would have a place to stay and 
supervision during the school holidays.   
 Our commitment for Deborah Nyanakol 
Deng’s schooling is $760/year, which covers 
tuition, room & board, text books, and expenses 
for holiday time.  In providing schooling for 
Deborah, we are empowering one child to be 
educated and enhance her life, while participating 
in the accomplishment of the second Millennium 
Development Goal.  If you would like to contribute 
an offering for Deborah’s education, please put a 
check or cash in an envelope marked “MDG” and 
put it in the offering plate or send to the parish 
office.  Anyone who would like to write to Deborah 
to encourage her in her education and expand her 
understanding of how we are all one in the Body 
of Christ, can check with the Rector who will give 
you the email address for the School’s director 
which is the best way to communicate.  Mail 
service is not dependable. 
 Most importantly please keep Deborah and 

the 5 other orphans sponsored by others in our 
diocese, in your prayers.  Your prayers and 
support are a bright Light in the darkness of her 
life, which she is working hard to overcome. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS  
 

It is time to sign up to give altar flowers for 2015.  
During the month of December, the Altar Flower 
chart will be in the parish hall and you are invited 
to sign up for the Sundays that you wish to give 
flowers in 2015.  Flowers each week are $20.00, 
and checks can be made out to St. James 
Episcopal Church, with a memo of “flower fund” 
and given to Lynn Wright, or put in the offering 
plate.  If you know what dedication you would like 
for the flowers, you can give that to Lynn with your 
money.  If you are not sure at this time, then you 
will need to leave that information at the Church 
office prior to the Sunday you will be giving 
flowers. 
 
If you have not paid for your flowers in 2014, 
or cannot remember if you paid, please 
contact Lynn Wright, 992-5615.  Lynn will be 
contacting people in the next few weeks to 
finish collecting for the 2014 Flower Fund. 
 

 
 

Advent Hymn No. 66 
Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born 

to set thy people free; from our fears 
and sins release us, let us find our rest 
in thee. 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, hope 
of all the earth thou art:  dear desire of 
every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver, born a child, 
and yet a king, born to reign in us 
forever, now thy gracious kingdom 
bring. 

4. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our 
hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
 10 AM  Prayer   
  Group and 
Filling of    
  Cookie Tins 
  6:15 PM  EFM 
  7 PM  AA 

3  
  7 PM  Choir 

4  
 7 PM  Bible Study 
 7 PM  AA 

5  
 

6  
 10 AM  AA 
 11 AM  Set up for    
  Bake Sale 

7  
 ECW Bake Sale    
  & Set Up for  
  Holiday Dinner 
 3 PM  AA 
 5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese   
  Worship 

8  
 4 PM  Set up for  
 Holiday Dinner 
 5:30 PM  Holiday  
 Dinner 
 

9  
  10 AM  Prayer  
              Group 
  6:15 PM  EFM 
  7 PM  AA 

10  
  5:30 PM  Finance 
  6:45 PM  Little  
  Church Social  
  Club 
  7 PM  Choir 

11  
 7 PM  Bible Study 
 7 PM  AA 

12  
 

13  
10 AM  AA 

14  
 9 AM  Outreach 
 11:30 AM Annual  
  Parish Meeting 
  3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese  
  Worship 

15  
 

 6:30 PM  Vestry 
 

16  
10 AM  Prayer  
              Group 
  6:15 PM  EFM 
  7 PM  AA 

17  
  7 PM Choir 

18  
 7 PM  Bible Study 
 7 PM  AA 

19  
 

20  
10 AM  AA 

21  
 3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese  
  Worship 

22  
 

23  
10 AM  Prayer  
            Group  
7 PM  AA 

24 Christmas Eve 
 7:45 PM Choir     
                Prelude 
 8 PM  Holy  
            Eucharist 

25 Christmas Day 
 10 AM  Holy   
  Eucharist with  
  Carols 
 7 PM  AA 

26  
 

27  
10 AM  AA 

28  
 3 PM  AA 
  5:30 PM  South  
  Sudanese  
  Worship 

29  
 

30  
10 AM  Prayer  
            Group  
  7 PM  AA 

31  
 

Notes:  
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2014 
 
Dec 7      Lessons and Carols 
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Daniel Malick           Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 

Acolyte     Ashley Nelson          Coffee     Lonnie Bower, Joyce Brown, Jean Schaefer 
T Bearer    Abby Price            Nursery     Lim Laxton, Jessica Price 
        Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy          
Chalicist    Arby Frost            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon Miller    
Lectors     Various 
Prayers     -------------------  

 
Dec 14 
8 AM   Lector –Susan Tolliver, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte     Jessica Wiegandt         Coffee     Kevin & Kim Laxton 
T Bearer    Ryan Laxton           Nursery     Mary Hughes, Butch Johnstone 
        Yuri Malick             Tellers     Arby Frost, Tricia Champion         
Chalicist    Ray Kasey            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James 
Lector 1    Lynn Wright  
Lector 2    Chris Criscione          
Prayers     Avis Aheron            

 
Dec 21    Pageant 
8 AM   Lector – Tim Buccholtz, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte     Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Parish Life 
T Bearer    ---------------------          Nursery     Ann Bird, Katie Rucker 
        ---------------------          Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie, Bower, Danny Fainter    
Lector 1    ---------------------   
Lector 2    ---------------------           
Prayers     ---------------------                            

 
Dec 22     Greening of the Church        All Altar Guild members who can help and anyone else who wants to help. 
1 PM                    Also, any Altar Guild member who can help set up for Christmas 
 
Dec 24   Christmas Eve 
8 PM    Crucifer     Daniel Malick            Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte     Sarah Perry             Coffee     ----------------------------- 
T Bearer    Ian Johnstone            Nursery     ----------------------------- 
        Kirin Johnstone           Tellers     -----------------------------          
Chalicist    Arby Frost             Altar Guild   Lonnie Bower, Odell James and   
Lector 1    Betsy Briggs                    any Altar Guild member who can stay and help clean up 
Lector 2    Michael Bentley          
Prayers     Kate Perry                              

 
Dec 25  Christmas Day Service 
10 AM    Chalicist/Acolyte – Avis Aheron     Lector/Prayers – Grace Aheron 
 
Dec 28 
8 AM   Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Joe Hart             Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte     Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Carl & Pat Ball 
T Bearer    Abby Price            Nursery     Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Steve Wiegandt, Maile Armstrong        
Chalicist    Ray Kasey            Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey,  
Lector 1    Sarah Perry                    Brianna Kovac, Pam Reilly 
Lector 2    Laura Anderson         
Prayers     Jackie Leonard                     

 
Jan 4  
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Jessica Wiegandt          Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte     Sarah Perry             Coffee     Boots Ingram, Odell James, Pam Reilly 
T Bearer    Ashley Nelson           Nursery     Kim Laxton, Jessica Price 
        Josie Wiegandt           Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy          
Chalicist    Pam Reilly             Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon  Miller   
Lector 1    Avis Aheron 
Lector 2    Jackie Leonard        
Prayers     Helen Campbell               

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please  find a substitute and let the Office know.  
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Christmas Poinsettias 
2014 

  
If you would like a beautiful poinsettia that will adorn our church during the Christmas Season, we have 
ordered 20 red 7-inch pots.  The 7-inch is $8.99.  
  
Please make your checks to St. James marked for poinsettia.  If you have any questions please call Lynn Wright 
(540-904-5439).  If you would like a poinsettia, please fill out the form below and return it to Lynn or the 
church office.  The deadline to turn in the form is December 14, 2014. 
  
Please fill out the form below: 
  
I want to buy (how many) _________ (red) poinsettia(s).  My check for ________ is enclosed.  Please have the 
dedication read as follows: 
  
___In loving memory of __________________________________________________________________ 
  
___ In thanksgiving for ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Given by: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
   

OR 
  
I wish to make a donation to the Endowment Fund.  Please have the dedication read as follows: 
 
 ___In loving memory of __________________________________________________________________ 
  
 ___In thanksgiving for ____________________________________________________________________ 
    
Given by: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
   

OR 
  
I would like to make a donation to the St. James Building Fund.  Please have the dedication read as follows: 
  
___In loving memory of ____________________________________________________________________ 
    
___In thanksgiving for _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Given by: _______________________________________________________________________________ 


