
 
                                                    

THE RECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Saints of James, 
 
When I was young, I used to love to go spend the night with my 
Grandparents for they fulfilled all the expectations of letting me 
do things that I was not allowed to do at home.  One of the 
things I loved, was when my Grandmother would wake me up 
late at night to watch the fireflies, and we would curl up 
together on the chez lounge of the screened porch, and I would 
beg to hear family stories.  My Great Grandfather died when 
my Grandmother was 2 years old, the youngest of 6 children, 
and although times were hard in Rome, Georgia, sharing was 
the order of the day.  In the family and in the community there 
was an understanding that although no one had a lot of 
resources, they would contribute what they had, so that no one 
went without.  
 
Years later during the Great Depression, my Grandmother told 
of the crash of the stock market, of jobs lost, of supplies 
rationed, and of generosity.  There were shared garden plots 
for local produce, recycling of children’s clothes among friends 
and neighbors, credit given at the local grocer’s until the next 
bit of money came in and sometimes one’s bill might be paid by 
some kind benefactor.   Entertainment was visiting family and 
friends on Sunday afternoons, with the playing of instruments 
and singing of songs, telling stories, and exchanging news, but 
the most important part of this was the support and knowledge 
that everyone was going through the tough times together. 
 
My Grandmother was very active in her Presbyterian church 
and she said that during the depression years the pews were 
full.  People knew that God was the source of their strength and 
they came to give thanks to God for the little bit that they had, 
and to share with those who were less fortunate.  By all 
accounts from my Grandmother and others, the real blessing of 
the Depression was that people were frugal so that they 
might be generous .   
 
 
 

(continued on page 2)  
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 Sunday Schedule  

  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
  5:30 PM  South Sudanese    
                  Worship  
 
 
 
 

All Saints Sunday 
November 2nd 

Holy Baptism and Eucharist 
 
 

Adult Supper 
November 21st 

5:30 PM  Appetizers 
6:30 PM  Dinner 

Home of Mary Page Gwaltney 
 
 

Advent Wreath Making 
November 23rd  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 
Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net  
www.stjamesroanoke.org   
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy:  
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 
The Rev. William R. Eanes, Deacon 
The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Copenhaver,  

Adjunct Pastoral Associate 
 

Staff:  
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mr. Andrew Cochran, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Parks & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection:  

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net  
All Saints of James, Reporters 

 
Internet Web Page:  

www.stjamesroanoke.org  
Laura Anderson, Web Master 

LTAnderson@cox.net  
 

The St. James Vestry:  
Senior Warden, Renée Toth, 761-7747 

Junior Warden, Carl Ball, 725-8730 
† Kim Laxton, Clerk, 632-9148 

 Treasurer, Kevin Shepherd, 265-0786 
Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 580-9203 

†Rec. Treasurer, Bob Bird, 366-0996 
Carl Ball, 725-8730 

Chris Criscione, 366-7537 
Arby Frost, 989-3054 

Mary Hughes, 772-0968 
Kevin Laxton, 635-3230 
Kate Perry, 334-1197 

Kevin Shepherd, 265-0786 
Holly Turner, 521-5329 

( † - Not Vestry members) 
Standing Committees & Chairs  

Christian Education:  Mary Hughes, 772-0968 
Finance: Pam Reilly, 362-9742 

Liturgy: Helen Campbell, 489-4536 
Membership: Pat Ball, 725-8730 
Outreach: Ray Kasey, 992-6192 

Parish Life: Kim Laxton, 632-9148 
Pastoral Care: Donna Frost, 989-3054 

Property: Carl Ball, 725-8730 
Stewardship:   Avis Aheron, 580-9203 

 
 

Episcopal Church Women:  Doris Mattox 
992-3088 

Daughters of the King:  Helen Campbell 
489-4536 

The Rector's Message continued . . .  
 
I’ve thought about the stories of hard economic 
times in years past as our own financial down turn 
confronts us with money challenges.  During the 
past few decades as our culture has gotten used 
to having more money, we have become 
confused about what our basic needs are and 
what are our wants.  The long list of perceived 
“needs” keeps us slaves to the Master of Money.  
Even if we have the financial resources to acquire 
more things, we are presented with the 
opportunity to rethink our financial habits and see 
if they really fit our core values. 
 
As we at St. James prepare for Gratitude Sunday, 
November 9th, and think about how to offer our 
time, talent, and treasure to God,  you may be 
thinking, “How can I afford to give to the Church, 
or others, when I don’t have much money myself.”   
The amazing thing about being generous is that 
our riches multiply rather than dwindle when we 
are openhearted.  There are many ways for us to 
practice the art of being thrifty so that we might 
have the delight of being generous for God’s work 
in the world.  Be imaginative about ways to cut 
expenses and opportunities to be generous, for it 
is in giving that we find ourselves receiving in 
ways greater than we can hope or pray for.    
 
God’s Grace,   
SEB+ 
 

 
 
THE DEACON'S CORNER . . .  
By The Rev. Butch Eanes 
 

November Saints  
 

All Saints Day  
November 1st (All Saints’ Day alone may be 

observed on the following Sunday, in addition to 
its observance on its fixed date.) 

 
It is believed by many scholars that the 
commemoration of all the saints on November 
first originated in Ireland, spread from there to 
England, and then to the continent of Europe. 
That it had reached Rome and had been adopted 
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there early in the ninth century is attested by a 
letter of Pope Gregory the Fourth, who reigned 
from 828 to 844, to Emperor Louis “the Pious,” 
urging that such a festival be observed throughout 
the Holy Roman Empire. 
 
However, the desire of Christian people to 
express the intercommunion of the living and the 
dead in the Body of Christ by a commemoration 
of those who, having professed faith in the living 
Christ in days past, had entered into the nearer 
presence of their Lord, and especially of those 
who had crowned their profession with heroic 
deaths, was far older than the early Middle Ages. 
Gregory Thaumaturgus (the “Wonder Worker”), 
writing before the year 270, refers to the 
observance of a festival of all martyrs, though he 
does not date it. A hundred years later, Ephrem 
the Deacon mentions such an observance in 
Edessa on May 13; and the patriarch John 
Chrysostom, who died in 407, says that a festival 
of All Saints was observed on the first Sunday 
after Pentecost in Constantinople at the time of 
his episcopate. The contemporary lectionary of 
the East Syrians set a commemoration of All the 
Saints on Friday in Easter week. On May 13, in 
the year 610, the Pantheon in Rome — originally 
a pagan temple dedicated to “all the gods” — was 
dedicated as the Church of St. Mary and All 
Martyrs. 
 
All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer Book of 
1979, as a Principal Feast, taking precedence of 
any other day or observance. Among the seven 
so classified, All Saints’ Day alone may be 
observed on the following Sunday, in addition to 
its observance on its fixed date. It is one 
of the four days recommended in the Prayer Book 
(page 312) for the administration of Holy Baptism. 
 
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in 
one communion and fellowship in the mystical 
body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace 
so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and 
godly living, that we may come to those ineffable 
joys that you have prepared for those who 
truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  
 

Saint Andrew the Apostle  
November 30th  

(December 1st   When a Saint’s day falls on a 
Sunday for the year in question it is moved to the 

following Monday) 
  
Most biographical notes on this Apostle begin 
“Andrew was Simon Peter’s brother” and he is so 
described in the Gospels. Identifying Andrew as 
Peter’s brother makes it easy to know who he is, 
but it also makes it easy to overlook the fact of 
Andrew’s special gift to the company of Christ. 
The Gospel according to John tells how Andrew, 
a disciple of John the Baptist, was one of two 
disciples who followed Jesus after John had 
pointed him out, saying, “Behold the Lamb of 
God” (John 1:29). Andrew and the other disciple 
went with Jesus and stayed with him, and 
Andrew’s first act afterward was to find his brother  
and bring him to Jesus. We might call Andrew the 
first missionary in the company of disciples. 
 
Though Andrew was not a part of the inner circle 
of disciples (Peter, James, and John), he is 
always named in the list of disciples, and appears 
prominently in several incidents. Andrew and 
Peter were fishermen, and Matthew’s Gospel 
records Jesus’ calling them from their occupation, 
and their immediate response to his call. Andrew 
was the disciple who brought the boy with the 
loaves and fishes to Jesus for the feeding of the 
multitude.  We hear little of Andrew as a 
prominent leader, and he seems always to 
be in the shadow of Peter. Eusebius, the Church 
historian, records his  going to Scythia, but there 
is no reliable information about the end of his life. 
Tradition has it that he was fastened to an  
X- shaped cross and suffered death at the hands 
of angry pagans. 
 
Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland. 
 
Almighty God, who gave such grace to your 
apostle Andrew that he readily obeyed the call of 
your Son Jesus Christ, and brought his brother 
with him: Give us, who are called by your Holy 
Word, grace to follow him without delay, and to 
bring those near to us into his gracious presence; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen . 
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 ST. JAMES CYCLE OF PRAYERS  
 
In November, we give thanks for the Liturgy 
Committee and all who serve this parish as 
acolytes, crucifers, torch bearers, lay readers, 
chalicists, ushers, and altar guild members at our 
Sunday services.  We especially ask your prayers 
for our Rector, the Rev. Susan E. Bentley, as she 
begins her 14th year of ministry at St. James. 
 

 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES. . . 
 
Baptismal Dates:  “Holy Baptism is especially 
appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the Day of 
Pentecost, on All Saint’s Day or the Sunday after 
All Saint’s Day, the Feast of the Baptism of our 
Lord, (the first Sunday after Epiphany.)  It is 
recommended that, as far as possible, baptisms 
be reserved for these occasions or when a bishop 
is present.” The Book of Common Prayer, page 
312. 
 The Baptismal dates for St. James in 2014 
and 2015 are: November 2, All Saints Day; The 
Baptism of our Lord. January 11; the Easter Vigil, 
April 4;  the Day of Pentecost, May 24; and All 
Saints Day, November 1st. If you would like to be 
Baptized or have a child you would like to be 
Baptized, contact the Rector. 
 
Alternative Gifts Fair:  Christ Episcopal Church, 
on Franklin Road in Roanoke, is hosting their 
annual Alternative Gifts Fair, on Saturday, 
November 8th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and on 
Sunday, November 9th from 11:45 am to 1:00 pm.   
The Parish Hall will be filled with vendors of fair 
trade products, beautiful hand crafts, specialty 
foods, and other related items, just in time for 
holiday shopping.  Cash gifts in honor of 
individuals (with handmade gift cards to send to 
the honoree) can also be made to organizations 
that support international relief and development.  
Proceeds from the sale are used for projects that 
help achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals .  For more information call the Christ 
Church office:  343-0159. 
 
 
 

Phoebe Needles Center Presents.... 
Saturdays @ The Center:  Nov. 8 , The Rev. 
Jane Sigloh is a retired Episcopal priest who has 
served churches in the dioceses of Connecticut 
and Southwestern Virginia.  Jane is the author of 
Like Trees Walking, a thin volume of stories, 
confessions, poetry, theology, and scripture 
(which her editor says she treats with “irreverent 
awe.”)  Her topic will be “Aging with Grace and 
Good Humor.”  On December 13 , Elizabeth 
Foster, the newly retired Director of Christian 
Education at Christ Episcopal Church in 
Blacksburg will present a program on “The 
Making of the Saint John's Bible.”  All are invited 
to arrive at Phoebe Needles at 9:30 am for coffee 
and refreshments.  Each program will begin at  
10 a.m., lunch at Noon, and the seminar will 
conclude by 3 p.m.  The cost of each program 
including lunch is $25.  Advance registration is 
required on or before noon on the Monday 
before each program.   You may pay online 
using PayPal, or mail a check in advance of the 
program along with your registration.  For more 
information, contact the Phoebe Needles Center 
at 540-483-1518 or 1-800-848-1677.  Information 
is also available on the website:  
www.PhoebeNeedles.org 
 
American Red Cross Blood Drive:   St. James 
will host a memorial Blood Drive in loving memory 
of Joe Gwaltney, a loyal blood in Roanoke for 
many years.  Donations will be scheduled from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday, November 14; 
preregistration is required either on line at 
redcrossblood.org or on the sign up sheets in the 
Parish Hall.  This is an open blood drive so family, 
friends and neighbors are all invited to donate a 
gift of life for a stranger in need.  For more 
information contact Mary Page Gwaltney at  
797-1738. 
 
Happy Coats-giving:  The Rescue Mission is 
seeking new or gently used warm winter coats to 
distribute to families in crisis.  Last year the 
Rescue Mission distributed over 21,402 free 
clothing items to families struggling to make ends 
meet.  Now you can help.  Take a coat hanger off 
the coat rack in the Parish Hall, and bring back a 
coat to donate to the Rescue Mission.  If your 
coat needs cleaning, take it to Wheelers Fast 
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Service & Cleaning, 687 Brandon Ave., SW, and 
for $1.00, Wheelers will clean your coat and 
deliver it to the Rescue Mission for low income 
and homeless families.  Before the weather gets 
too cold, check your closets for coats to share, 
and the warmth of your giving, will dispel the cold 
for those who receive a coat. 
 
The Advent Wreath Making workshop is 
scheduled for Sunday, November 23rd at 9 a.m. in 
The Parish Hall.  Materials of fresh greens, 
Advent candles and wreath forms will be available 
for you to make your own wreath.  The first 
Sunday of Advent is November 30th, the Feast of 
St. Andrew. 
 
YOUTH NEWS . . .   
By Beth Wiegandt 
 
Calling all youth:  We are continuing our work on 
the Advent Pageant this month!  We need your 
creativity finishing writing this year's pageant - 
"Jesus goes Broadway!"  Join us in the Cave after 
service on Sundays!  Rehearsals will begin on 
November 9th so plan on being part of this annual 
event.    The Pageant will be on Sunday, 
December 21 during the 10 am service.  We are 
in need of a few adult volunteers to help us sing a 
line from the pews.  Please see Beth if you are 
interested.  Children ages 0 - 5th grade, stay 
tuned for choosing your parts at the end of 
November or talk to Beth or Holly to choose them 
sooner! 
 
Fall Youth Event  for grades 8 - 12 is November 
21-23 at Phoebe Needles.  YMT is eagerly 
planning this rocking event for older youth in 
grades 8 - 12.  We can get you there and back 
and help with registration fees if needed, so 
don't let this event pass you by.  Talk to YMT 
members Jessica, Sarah, Jamie, and Josie for 
more details. 
 
Youth @ Council  for grades 6 to 12 is January 
23 to 25 at St John's Roanoke. This is the largest 
event for youth in the Diocese.  Get it on your 
calendar now!  As always, we can help with 
registration and event fees; just let us know! 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER . . . 
By Avis Aheron 
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your 
own have we given you. 
 

    + 
   +    + 

Time                 +        +         Treasure 
  +           + 

                                 + +  +  + +                                     
Talent 

 
During the next several months, I will be sharing 
insights and strategies from “Seven Spiritual 
Practices:  A Faithful Steward’s Guide” published 
by the Office of Stewardship of the Episcopal 
Church.  Here is the sixth practice: 
 
6.  Rebuild Generous Communities 
 
All who believed were together and had all things 
in common; they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home 
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people.  And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.   
     Acts 2:44-47 
 
 
Times of hardship bring people together – those 
with physical, spiritual and emotional needs 
meeting those with a willingness to share.  Today 
many neighborhoods are less strong than they 
used to be; residents barely know the names of 
their neighbors, recognizing them only by the car 
they drive.  We may have a stronger sense of 
community at work, church, or the gym – or even 
in the virtual world.  A sign of commitment to a 
community is our willingness to sacrifice 
something to meet the needs of others.  As the 
body of Christ, our faith communities can 
demonstrate Christ’s love in practical ways. 
 
Spend some time getting to know the needs of 
your neighbors, your colleagues, and the people 
you encounter every day.  Where do you see 
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need?  What can you do to help?  In what ways 
can we share as a faith community?  How does 
the sharing in the early Church shape how we 
give today? 
 
Gratitude Sunday:  Sunday, November 9th has 
been designated as Gratitude Sunday.  We will 
submit our pledges of time, talent, and treasure.  
You are encouraged to give as you have been 
blessed, and to increase your gift to God from last 
year, if possible.  If you cannot be with us on the 
9th, please turn inn your pledge card and time and 
talent form to the church prior to that day. 
 
Plate and pledge income:  For the month of 
September, 2014, the budgeted income was 
$8,657.00.  Actual income received for 
September, 2014 was $8,592.00.  The year-to-
date budgeted income through September 2014 
was $99,186.00 and the actual income received 
was $104,138.00.  Keeping your pledge current is 
important to monthly cash flow and paying 
monthly expenses.  All additional plate 
contributions are greatly appreciated and help to 
reduce the deficit budget. 
  
Kroger Community Rewards Program:  The 
new Kroger fundraising program took effect on 
Sept. 1, 2014.  Kroger has discontinued the 
Kroger Cares fundraising with reloadable gift 
cards and replaced it with the Community 
Rewards Program.  In order for your Kroger 
grocery purchases to be credited towards St. 
James fundraising efforts, you will need to 
register online with Kroger 
(www.kroger.com/communityrewards).   
St. James’ exclusive community rewards 
organization number is 82570.  If you need 
assistance with signing up, please contact Avis 
Aheron (avisaheron@hotmail.com or 540-580-
9203).  It will take just a few minutes to sign you 
up, and St. James will receive a check based on 
the percentage of sales, split among participating 
organizations. 
 
If you are proud of this church, become its 
advocate.  If you are concerned for it future, share 
its message. If its values resonate deep within 
you, give it a measure of your devotion. 

This church cannot survive without your faith, 
your confidence, your enthusiasm, your 
generosity.  Its destiny, the larger hope, rests in 
your hands.  
             —MICHAEL A. SCHULER 

 
 

2014 ADOPT-A-DAY GIFTS  
(Gifts shown in bold were received after printing 
of the last issue of St. James Connection.) 
 
December 6, 2013 adopted by Maile Armstrong in 
memory of Bob Ostrom and to honor his 
friendship. 
 
January 13 by Cathie Cook in loving memory of 
her father Bill on his birthday. 
 
February 15 adopted by Whitey the cat in 
celebration of Madalyn Linkous's sixth birthday. 
 
February 28 adopted by Pansy in celebration of 
Esther Williamson's birthday. 
 
April 10 adopted by Karen Konrad in memory of 
Dr. Bud on his birthday. 
 
April 11 adopted by Judy & Phil Wheeler to the 
Glory of God and in loving memory of their 
grandson, Andrew Bryson Odenthal, on his 26th 
birthday. 
 
April 19 adopted in celebration of Jean Schaefer’s 
birthday from her friend who loves her more. 
 
April 26 adopted in loving memory of Bill 
Williamson on his birthday. 
 
June 20 adopted by Jerry and Jean Schaeffer in 
celebration of their 66th wedding anniversary. 
 
July 1 adopted by Jean Schaefer in honor of her 
friends at St. James and especially the kind 
donor. 
 
July 4 adopted by Cathie Cook in celebration of 
Linda Bryant's birthday. 
 
August 5 adopted by anonymous in celebration of 
Mother Sue's birthday. 



St. James Connection                                        November 2014                                                                    Page 7 
 
 
August 24 adopted by anonymous in loving 
memory of Jerry Hughes. 
 
August 26 adopted by Frances Stebbins in 
memory of her husband, Charles H. Stebbins, on 
his birthday. 
 
October 2 adopted by Donna Frost in memory of 
her father, Leon T. Zastrow. 
 
October 10 adopted by Donna and Arby Frost in 
celebration of their grandson Peyton's first 
birthday. 
 
October 24 adopted by Emma Lou Huges in 
celebration of Mary Hughes' birthday. 
 
 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS . . . 
By Avis Aheron 

 

Benevolence Sunday is November 16, 2014  
 
The plate and loose offering on November 16, 
2014 will go to United Thank Offering  (UTO).  
United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of the 
Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole 
church. Through United Thank Offering, men, 
women, and children nurture the habit of giving 
daily thanks to God. These prayers of 
thanksgiving start when we recognize and name 
our many daily blessings. Those who participate 
in UTO discover that thankfulness leads to 
generosity. United Thank Offering is entrusted to 
promote thank offerings, to receive the offerings, 
and to distribute the UTO monies to support 
mission and ministry throughout the Episcopal 
Church and in invited Provinces of the Anglican 
Communion in the developing world. 
 

The Diocese of Southwestern Virginia is 
especially thankful for this year’s UTO grant 

awarded to the Rockbridge Area Health 
Center’s mobile dental program for 

underserved school children of the county. 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE LEGACY COMMITTEE . . .  
By Pam Reilly 

 
 

The state’s all-purpose will won’t fit your needs or 

show your interest in your church.  
 
 
 

ECW NEWS . . . 
By Pam Reilly 
 
The St. James ECW met on Tuesday, October 
7th for our semi-annual business meeting to 
review our activities to date in 2014 and to make 
plans for our remaining events in November and 
December.  Here are some dates for everyone to 
put on their calendar: 

Saturday, November 21 – An Adult Potluck 
Supper  at 5:30 pm for appetizers and 6:30 pm for 
dinner at the home of Mary Page Gwaltney, 2401 
Cornwallis Avenue in Roanoke 

Sunday, December 7 th – ECW Craft and Bake 
Sale in the Parish Hall between services and 
during coffee hour.  Cookie tins will be packed on 

Tuesday, December 2nd following Prayer Group 

and set-up will be on Saturday, December 6th at 
11:00 am.  All parishioners are asked to bring 
cookies for the cookie tins to the kitchen by 11:00 

am on December 2nd.  All other baked goods can 

be brought to the Parish Hall on December 6th 
between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.  

Monday, December 8 th  – Adult Holiday Dinner  
in the Parish Hall (social hour at 5:30 pm and 
dinner at 6:15pm).  A sign-up sheet will be in the 

Parish Hall no later than November 16th.  The 
cost is anticipated to be $12.00. This is always a 
very popular and much enjoyed evening. 

We hope that many people will take part in all 
these events.   
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BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER  . . .  
 
November    4  Jessica Price  
November    5  Jerome Carter 
November  10             Bryan Buchholtz  
November  13  Spencer Plunkett  
November  13  Evan Plunkett  
November  14  Jeannie Lake 
November  15  Katy Hanson  
November  17  Michael Terry 
November  19  Jane Lewis 
November  20  Louise Garmy 
November  21  Kim LaPrade 
November  24  Francis Magdalen 
November  26  Chuck Cohen 
 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR NOVEMBER . . .  
 
November  26 Cathy and Chuck Cohen 
 
 
NOTES OF THANKS . . .  
 

Fr. Jacob Panchol Majok 
Student 141142BTH 

Africa International University  
Address: P.O. Box 24686, 00502  

Karen, Nairobi, KENYA 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace to you and I hope this finds you 
well! 
 
It is now just one year + since I left Roanoke VA.  
I have already missing my dear people of St. 
James Episcopal Church. Although thousands of 
miles separate us, you know that you are in my 
thought every day, during the days in dreams. My 
heart is longing for you; I cannot imagine how 
many I suppose to give thank to Almighty God for 
all that we have experienced together during the 
past 65 days I spent with you in Roanoke. I do 
carry within myself all the memories of those days 
I spent with you.  
 
Therefore, you have proved to me how much you 
carry for me with the evident of supporting my 
studies and family as you did it last year and this 
week.  Thank you so much, the $500.00 USD you 

sent this week has covered my first Semester.  
Another friend of mine from North Carolina has 
sent me $ 1,650.00 and Peter Alier from your 
Congregation has also sent me $ 150.00 that 
make a total of $  2,300.00 which is required for 
one Semester at Africa International University, 
so far I have no problem until the end of this 
Semester. 
 
My especial thank to God for the great work He 
has given us in our labor, in success and failure, 
in joy and sorrow, in our continuing hope for 
future.  I would love to recognize the good work of 
Mama Sue Bentley for the good connection she 
has made between us. Let us appreciate her. 
Above all I give thank to each one of you here for 
the privilege we had in Christ Jesus as fellow 
workers of him and the excellence gift  that God  
has given us to be his ambassadors in whatever 
ways.   
 
Thank you so much St. James. 
 
May God bless you all, 
Fr. Jacob Panchol Majok 
 
Rector’s note:  The national Episcopal Church 
passed a resolution in 1989 asking each parish to 
give 1% of their budget to support theological 
education through our Episcopal seminaries.   
This year, the Vestry of St. James voted to donate 
our seminary support of $500.00 to Fr. Jacob 
Majok as he continues his theological studies in 
Kenya.   He hopes with more preparation to return 
to Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, 
VA for another year of study there, working 
toward earning a Masters of Divinity.  Many 
Episcopal clergy of South Sudan were ordained 
during the decades of civil war, without having 
had formal theological training. 
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SERVER SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 2014 
 
Nov 2   
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Sarah Perry            Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte     Molly Hassell           Coffee     Tricia Champion, JoAnn Criscione 
T Bearer    Ryan Laxton           Nursery     Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        Yuri Malick            Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy          
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs,  Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey,   
Lector 1    Brianna Kovac                  Brianna Kovac, Pam Reilly 
Lector 2    Helen Campbell          
Prayers     Maile Armstrong          

 
Nov 9   
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver,  Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Jessica Wiegandt         Ushers     Chris & JoAnn Criscione 

Acolyte     Josie Wiegandt          Coffee     Art Tatman, Cam Spran, Danny Fainter 
T Bearer    Cole Mattox            Nursery     Kim Laxton, Jessica Price 
        Abby Price            Tellers     Arby Frost, Patricia Champion          
Chalicist    Arby Frost            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon  Miller    
Lector 1    Kate Perry 
Lector 2    Sam Campbell         
Prayers     Donna Frost   

 
Nov 16 
8 AM   Lector –Tim Buchholtz, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Josie Wiegandt          Ushers     Michael Kennedy, Jackie Leonard 

Acolyte     Jessica Wiegandt         Coffee     Carl & Pat Ball 
T Bearer    Ian Johnstone           Nursery     Mary Hughes. Butch Johnstone 
        Kirin Johnstone          Tellers     Larry Mattox, Lonnie Bower         
Chalicist    Ray Kasey            Altar Guild   Mary Davis, Boots Ingram, Odell James    
Lector 1    Ron Taylor 
Lector 2    Josie Wiegandt         
Prayers     Lynn Wright             

 
Nov 23 
8 AM   Lector – Tom Orville, Chalicist – James Kyle 
10 AM  Crucifer     Joe Hart             Ushers     Carl Ball, Larry Mattox 

Acolyte     Kirin Johnstone          Coffee     Larry & Doris Mattox 
T Bearer    Ryan Laxton           Nursery     Ann Bird, Katie Rucker 
        Yuri Malick            Tellers     Maile Armstrong, Steve Wiegandt          
Chalicist    Pam Reilly            Altar Guild   Betsy Briggs, Terri Curley, Lawton Kasey,  
Lector 1    JoAnn Criscione                 Brianna Kovac, Pam Reilly 
Lector 2    Alicia Baxter         
Prayers     Chris Criscione                            

 
Nov 30 
8 AM   Lector and Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Ian Johnstone           Ushers     Bill Witz, Kevin Shepherd 

Acolyte     Ryan Laxton           Coffee     Avis Aheron, Lawton Kasey 
T Bearer    Ashley Nelson          Nursery     Sabrina Malick, Sara Ostrom 
        Jessica Wiegandt         Tellers     Wardens         
Chalicist    Pat Ball              Altar Guild   Laura Anderson, Lonnie Bower, Danny Fainter     
Lector 1    Maile Armstrong                  
Lector 2    Sandy Maxwell         
Prayers     Michael Bentley                       

 
Dec 7   
8 AM   Lector – Susan Tolliver, Chalicist – Tim Buchholtz 
10 AM  Crucifer     Daniel Malick           Ushers     Ray & Lawton Kasey 

Acolyte     Ashley Nelson          Coffee     Lonnie Bower, Joyce Brown, Jean Schaefer 
T Bearer    Abby Price            Nursery     Kim Laxton, Jessica Price 
        Thomas Rucker          Tellers     Mary Davis, Michael Kennedy          
Chalicist    Arby Frost            Altar Guild   Linda Bryant, Dorothy Herndon, Sharon  Miller    
Lector 1    Lynn Wright  
Lector 2    Donna Frost         
Prayers     Laura Anderson               

 
 

Note:  If you can't meet your scheduled time please  find a substitute and let the Office know.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

 10 AM  AA 
 11 AM  South 
  Sudanese    
  Meeting  

2 Daylight Saving Time    
    Ends  
 3 PM AA 
 5:30 PM  South  
 Sudanese  
 Worship 

3  
 

4  
 10 AM  Prayer  
 Group 
 6:15 PM  EFM 
 7 PM  AA 

5  
  7 PM  Choir 

6  
 7 PM  Bible   
 Study 
 7 PM  AA 

7  
 

8  
 10 AM  AA 
   5 PM  Coffee  
   Hour Set Up 
 

9 Gratitude Sunday  
 9 AM  Outreach 
 11:30 AM     
 Finance  
 Committee  
 3 PM AA 
 5:30 PM  South  
 Sudanese  
 Worship 

10  
 

11  
 10 AM  Prayer  
 Group 
 6:15 PM  EFM 
 7 PM  AA 

12  
  6:45 PM  Little   
  Church Social  
  Club 
  7 PM  Choir 

13  
 7 PM  Bible   
 Study 
 7 PM  AA 

14  
 2 to 6 PM 
 American Red  
 Cross Blood  
 Drive 

15 
  10 AM  AA 
 

16 UTO Sunday  
 11:45 AM  DOK 
 Book Discussion 
 3 PM  AA 
 5:30 PM  South    
 Sudanese Worship 

17  
 
  6:30 PM  Vestry 

18  
 10 AM  Prayer  
 Group 
 6:15 PM  EFM 
 7 PM  AA 

19  
  7 PM  Choir 

20  
 7 PM  Bible   
 Study 
 7 PM  AA 

21  
   5:30 PM  Adult  
   Supper at  
   Home of Mary  
   Page Gwaltney 

22  
 10 AM  AA 
    

23 Advent Wreath    
      Making  
 3 PM  AA 
 5:30 PM  South  
 Sudanese Worship 

24  
 

25  
 10 AM  Prayer  
 Group 
 7 PM  AA 

26  
  7 PM  Choir 

27  
  7 PM  AA 

28  
 

29  
 10 AM  AA 
 

30  
 3 PM  AA 
 5:30 PM  South  
 Sudanese Worship 

Notes:       
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FROM THE BLOG OF THE REV. CHRIS YAW . . .  

 
     
To members of People Who Are Rather Fond of the Epi scopal Church  
   

It’s been said that the person who belongs to a small church lives in a much larger world. Seeing 
the same people week after week leads to friendships, many times with folk whom we wouldn’t 
ordinarily get to know – indeed, whom we might initially have so little in common with that we 
would’ve never met anyplace other than at church. This diversity can be rewarding. It can open our 
minds and make us deeper, more thoughtful and less rigid human beings. 
 
Small congregations force us to get along with one another. They compel us to understand where 
other people are coming from and civilly settle our differences, which can be of immense value in 
the larger world. 
 
Small congregations keep us accountable. You can’t miss too many Sundays before someone 
calls or drops by just to make sure everything’s OK. We think twice about skipping Sunday 
services – not just because we miss out on worship, but because of the people who will be 
disappointed if we’re not there. 
 
Large churches get this - as attested by their emphasis on small groups. In fact, the biggest trend 
in the mega-church world is multi-site congregations – the establishment of much smaller satellite 
campuses that promote intimacy and closer relationships. 
 
The Episcopal Church is a small church haven. 80% of our congregations host 150 people or less 
on Sunday mornings. The vast majority of Episcopalians are converts (70%), and a great many of 
us came from much larger churches. Many of us joined because of the size. We realize we are 
created for relationships. We were made for deep, intimate and sacred relationship, not just with 
the Lord, but with each other. Christianity isn’t just about me and Jesus. It’s about me and Jesus 
and you. 
 
In what ways has your small congregation deepened your faith?  
  

                                                               
 
"Promise me you'll always remember this: You're braver than you believe, and stronger than you 
seem, and smarter than you think." -- From A.A. Milne's Winnie the Pooh 
 
 
 

                                                               
 
 


