
1834
1830

1828

Diocese  of  Alabama  formed;  
first  convention  held  
in  Mobile  in  January.  
The  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Brownell,  Bishop  of  Con-­
necticut  presided,  and  acted  as  provisional  bishop  
until  1835.

Nativity,  Huntsville
St.  Mark’s,  Boligee,  Greene  Co.
St.  John’s,  Montgomery
Trinity,  Demopolis
St.  Andrew’s,  Prairieville,  Hale  Co.

St.  Paul’s,  
Greensboro

Christ  Church,  Tuscaloosa
Christ  Church,  Mobile

1836

Trinity,  
Florence

1838
1839

St.  John’s,  Tuscumbia
St.  James’s,  Livingston  

1843
1844

1845
1846

Faunsdale  Plantation  
established  by  Dr.  
Thomas  Alexander  
Harrison.  

Holy  Cross,  Uniontown,  Perry  Co.
St.  Luke’s,  Jacksonville,  Calhoun  Co.

St.  James,  Eufaula
Trinity,  Mobile
Grace,  Clayton,  
   Barbour  Co.
St.  Stephen’s,  Eutaw
The  Seaman’s      
        Church,  Mobile
Advent,  Tuskegee

1850 1852
1853

1854
1857

St.  John’s,  Elyton,  Jefferson  Co.  
St.  Peter’s,  Talladega

St.  Paul’s,  Lowndesboro,  
Lowndes  Co.

1846    -­  “Nicholas  Hamner  Cobbs  
noted  that  Louisa  Harrison  gave  regu-­
lar  instruction  to  her  slaves  by  reading  
the  services  of  the  church  and  teaching  
the  catechism  to  their  children.”

-­‐-­‐Barry  Vaughn,  Bishops,  Bourbons,  and  Big  Mules:  A  
History  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  

Alabama  (unpub.  MS).  
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The  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Alabama

Timeline  
of  the  Diocese  of  Alabama  

through  the  eras  of  slavery,  segregation,  
and  the  Civil  Rights  Movement,  

to  the  present  day                        
A  project  of  the  combined  efforts  of  a  committee  made  up  of  parish  historians  and  

the  Diocesan  Commission  on  Race  Relations,  2011.

St.  Mark’s,  Prattville
St.  Thomas’,  Greenville

Jan.  11,  1861  -­  Bishop  Cobbs  
died  the  same  day  that  Alabama  
seceded  from  the  Union.  

May  1861  -­  Diocese  of  Alabama  seceded  
from  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  
the  United  States  of  America.

St.  Paul’s,  Spring  Hill,  Mobile  Co.
Trinity  Mission,  Opelika  (present-­day  Emmanuel)

1855

St.  Alban’s,  Gainesville,  Sumter  Co.
St.  John’s,  Mobile
St.  Mary’s,  Camden,  Wilcox  Co.

1853  –  Slaves  built  the  new  Upjohn  
church  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Prairieville,  
under  the  direction  of  African-­Ameri-­
can  master  carpenters  Peter  Lee,  who  
by  this  time  had  earned  his  freedom,  
and  Joe  Glasgow.  A  few  years  later  
they  built  the  new  church  at  Fauns-­
dale.  Lee  and  Glasgow  had  come  to  
Alabama  in  1834  as  slaves  owned  by  
Henry  A.  Tayloe.

Feb.  18,  1861  -­  The  Rev.  John  Avery,  the  assistant  
at  St.  John’s,  Montgomery,  was  the  chaplain  to  
the  Confederate  congress  the  day  Jefferson  Davis  
was  sworn  in  as  president  of  the  Confederacy.

Nov.  1861  -­  The  Rev.  Richard  Hooker  Wilmer  
(1816-­1899)  was  elected  second  
Bishop  of  Alabama  by  the  PECCSA.

ABOUT  THIS  TIMELINE:    This  timeline  is  generally  accurate,  al-­
though  some  dates  for  parishes  may  not  be  correct.  We  hope  that  this  
timeline  will  encourage  you  and  your  congregation  to  research  your  
parish  history,  not  only  to  correct  dates  and  facts,  but  to  discover  the  
ways  in  which  your  parish  benefited  from  slavery  and  slave  labor,  how  
members  of  your  parish  behaved  during  the  eras  of  segregation  and  
the  Civil  Rights  movement,  and  to  help  us  all  move  closer  to  reconcili-­
ation.  

The  first  edition  of  these  three  panels  was  finished  in  2010  for  the  
179th  Diocesan  Convention.  The  second  edition  was  made  for  the  
2011  Jonathan  Myrick  Daniels  and  the  Martyrs  of  Alabama  Pilgrimage  
at  Hayneville,  for  which  the  Right  Reverend  Henry  N.  Parsley,  in  his  
final  year  as  10th  Bishop  of  Alabama,  called  for  a  Service  of  Remem-­
brance,  Repentance  and  Reconciliation.

July  1861  -­  Alabama  hosted  the  first  convention  of  
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Confeder-­
ate  States  of  America  in  Montgomery.

-­‐-­‐Barry  Vaughn,  Bishops,  Bourbons,  and  Big  Mules:  A  History  of  the  Episcopal  
Church  in  Alabama  (unpub.  MS).  

Good  Shepherd,  Mobile

1835

James  Hervey  Otey  (Bishop  of  Tennessee)  
Provisional  Bishop  of  Alabama  1835-­1836

Jackson  Kemper  (Missionary  
Bishop  of  the  Northwest)  
Provisional  Bishop  of  Alabama  
1837-­1838

1837

1844  -­  The  Rev.  Nicholas  Ham-­
ner  Cobbs  of  Virginia  elected  
first  bishop  of  Alabama;  conse-­
crated  at  General  Convention.  
Bishop  Cobb  was  a  slave  owner.

1846  -­  Dr.  Harrison  and  his  
wife,  Louisa,  of  Faunsdale  Plan-­
tation,  gave  one  acre  of  their  
land  for  the  building  of  a  log  
church  across  from  their  house.

Bishop  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  
courtesy  of  the  Birming-­‐
ham  Public  
Library  Archives

St.  Paul’s,  Selma
St.  Paul’s,  Carlowville,  Dallas  Co.
St.  Wilfrid’s,  Marion,  Perry  Co.  

Leonidas  K.  Polk  (Missionary  
Bishop  of  the  Southwest)  
Provisional  Bishop  of  
Alabama  1838-­1844 Bishop  Leonidas  K.  

Polk,  courtesy  of  the  
Birmingham  Public  
Library  Archives

1852  -­  St.  Michael’s,  Faunsdale,  
renamed;  new  church  built  ca.  1855  
(see  1853  below)

From  Wikimedia  
Commons,  credit:  
“Birmingham  Public  
Library:  Faunsdale  

-­‐
-­‐

-­‐
type.”

Census  of  Church  of  the  Nativity,  Huntsville:  

Mar.  29,  1855  -­  Henry  Champlin  Lay,  second  rector  of  Nativ-­
ity  (1847-­1859)  “baptized  a  slave  who  had  been  sentenced  to  
death.  On  the  following  day,  he  conducted  the  burial  service  
for  the  slave.”      During  his  tenure,  he  baptized,  confirmed,  
married,  and  buried  slaves  who  were  the  property  of  white  
parish  members.  The  Rev.  Lay  and  several  white  assistants  
held  Sunday  evening  services  for  African  American  adults  
and  children.

1855  -­  At  Trinity,  Mobile,  seven  blacks  were  confirmed.

70  baptisms  (12  white  infants,  51  colored  infants,  7  white  adults)
9  confirmed  (1  colored)
4  funeral  services  (2  white,  2  colored)
3  marriages

Sep.  1860  -­  “Bishop  Cobbs  came  to  Greenville  and  
preached  to  the  servants  of  Mr.  William  Seawell  and  
baptized  36  colored  children.” from  the  Old  Parish  Register,  

cited  in  Herbert  Morton’s  
History  of  St.  Thomas’s,  Greenville,  1859-­‐2007

St.  Andrew’s,  Montevallo

Bishop  Cobbs’  journal,  January  1845:  “It  is  my  
intention  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  slaves  
population  in  the  diocese,  and  thus  to  remove,  if  
possible,  one  of  the  grounds  of  objection  to  the  
Episcopal  Church.”
          -­-­Greenough  White,  A  Saint  of  the  Southern  Church



1891
1888

1871

The  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Alabama

Civil  War  to  Civil  Rights
Past  Imperfect

St.  Mark’s,  Birmingham
In  1897  a  brick  church  and  
a  brick  school  building  were  
constructed.

Holy  Comforter,  
Gadsden

Holy  Comforter,  
Montgomery  

1900

St.  Andrew’s,  Sylacauga

1904
1905 1922

1935
1928

1929

All  Saints’,  Birmingham

Christ,  Fairfield  

1941
1942

1946
1947

1952 1955
1951

1953
1956

Trinity,  Wetumpka
Camp  McDowell  organized

1949
1864

1865
1866

1867

St.  Paul’s,  Whistler,  Mobile  Co.

June  –  Bishop  Wilmer  sent  a  pastoral  letter  to  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  
directing  them  to  cease  praying  for  the  Confederate  president.
July  –  Bishop  Wilmer  told  a  Union  general  that  he  would  not  pray  for  
the  president  of  the  United  States.  Wilmer  did  ask  his  clergy  to  pray  
“for  all  in  authority”  before  Alabama  was  reinstated  into  the  Union.

Dec.  6  –  The  Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution:  Slavery  was  
abolished  in  the  United  States.

St.  Timothy’s,  Athens  

Jan.  17,  1866  –  Diocese  
of  Alabama  rejoined  the  
PECUSA.  A  diocesan
“  ‘committee  on  the  
Colored  Population’  
spoke  of  the  ‘black  man’  
as  ‘a  brother  inferior  by  
the  order  of  God’s  provi-­
dence.’”

1872 1879
1881

1882
1887

Trinity,  Union  Springs

Grace,  Clayton,  Barbour  Co.
Church  of  the  Advent,  Birmingham

St.  Alban’s,  Gainesville
St.  Luke’s,  Scottsboro

Grace,  Anniston

St.  Michael  and  All  Angels,  Anniston
Trinity,  Bessemer
St.  Mary’s-­on-­the-­Highlands,  Birmingham
Grace,  Sheffield

1889
1890 1893

1896

Grace,  Birmingham

St.  John’s,  Birmingham
Grace,  Mt.  Meigs

St.  John’s,  Decatur

St.  Andrew’s,  Birmingham

Epiphany,  Guntersville

1909
1912

1917
1957

1958

Ascension,  Montgomery

St.  Andrew’s,  Tuskegee

Trinity,  Alpine,  
Talladega  Co.

Bishop  Richard  Hooker  
Wilmer,  courtesy  of  the  
Birmingham  Public  Library  
Archives

St.  John’s  Church  for  
the  Deaf,  Birmingham

Canterbury  Chapel,  
      The  University  of  Alabama

St.  Luke’s  Birmingham
St.  Mary’s,  Childersburg
Grace,  Cullman

St.  James’,  Alexander  City

Holy  Cross,  Trussville

1952  -­  Resolution  on  Racial  Discrimination  
was  adopted  by  the  General  Convention.

“We  consistently  oppose  and  combat  discrimination  based  on  color  or  
race  in  every  form,  both  within  the  Church  and  without,  in  this  country  
and  internationally.”  A  survey  sponsored  by  the  Church’s  Department  
of  Christian  Social  Relations  showed,  however,  that  Episcopalians  gener-­
ally  favored  a  moderate  approach  to  issues  of  racism  and  that  27  percent  
of  the  laity  were  not  opposed  to  segregation  within  the  Church.”*

1952  -­  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University  of  the  
South,  a  school  owned  by  28  of  the  Church’s  southern  
dioceses,  voted  to  continue  the  exclusion  of  black  students  
from  the  School  of  Theology.  Sewanee  remained  the  only  
one  of  ten  Episcopal  seminaries  with  no  African-­American  
theological  students  in  attendance.

Ascension,  Birmingham
St.  Michael  and  All  Angels,  Millbrook

St.  Matthew’s  in  the  Pines,  Seale,  Russell  Co.

St.  Michael’s,  Birmingham
St.  Philip’s,  Fort  Payne
Holy  Cross-­St.  Christopher’s,  
            Huntsville
St.  Stephen’s,  Phenix  City
St.  Barnabas’,  Roanoke

St.  Dunstan’s,  Auburn

s

All  Saints’,  Montgomery

St.  Thomas’,  Huntsville

St.  Mary’s,  Jasper

1953  -­  The  School  of  Theology  reverses  its  
decision  to  remain  segregated  under  protest.

Good  Shepherd,  Montgomery

-­‐-­‐Robert  G  Chapman;    
J  Barry  Vaughn,  

Our  Church  (Tuscaloosa,  AL:  
R.G.  Chapman,  1995).  

1940

St.  Mark’s  School  closed
“After  the  War  of  Secession  it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon  the  efforts  of  the  church  to  evangelize  the  Negro.  The  Negroes  
refused  to  take  their  religion  from  their  former  owners.  The  many  Negro  congregations  in  1867  had  dwindled  to  two,  the  
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Mobile,  and  Faunsdale  chapel,  on  the  plantation  of  Rev.  William  A.  Stickney,  in  Marengo  
County;  and  in  1882  not  one  of  the  old  organized  Negro  congregations  was  to  be  found  in  the  diocese.  It  was  in  the  same  
year,  1882,  a  new  beginning  was  made  in  Mobile.  A  new  church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  was  erected.”

-­‐-­‐Thomas  McAdory  Owen  and  Marie  Bankhead  Owen,     1921.

1950

Photo  courtesy  of  Canterbury  Chapel  Archives

Aug.  1950  -­  The  Interracial  Division  of  the  Coordinating  Council  of  So-­
cial  Forces  was  organized  in  Birmingham.  25  black  and  25  white  members  
had  Bishop  C.  C.  J.  Carpenter  as  their  chairman.  Meetings  were  held  at  the  
Church  of  the  Advent.   Photo  of  Bishop  Carpenter  courtesy  of  Canterbury  Chapel  Archives

“Finally,  at  what  was  deemed  an  opportune  time,  a  new  be-­
ginning  was  made  in  Mobile.    It  was  in  1882  –  the  year  that  
saw  the  death  of  the  last  Black  Belt  congregation.    The  rem-­
nant  of  the  old  congregation  of  the  Good  Shepherd  formed  
the  nucleus.    The  clergy  and  the  Bishop  bore  the  entire  bur-­
den  for  the  attempt.    They  did  not  receive  the  cooperation  
of  the  laity;  they  neither  asked  nor  expected  it…The  father  
of  the  revived  mission  work  among  the  Negroes  of  Alabama  
was  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Johnston,  who  had  become  rector  of  Trin-­
ity  Church,  Mobile,  in  1880.”
Walter  C.  Whitaker,  History  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Alabama,  1763-­‐1891.  (1898)

1896  -­  The  Rev.  James  J.  N.  Thompson  
posted  at  Good  Shepherd,  Mobile.  
He  may  have  been  the  first  African-­
American  priest  in  Alabama.

1940  –  Against  
the  wishes  of  
the  parish  lead-­
ership,  the  Dio-­
cese  closed  St.  
Mark’s  School  
in  Birmingham. Faculty  of  St.  Mark’s  School

1957  –  May  –  The  Open  Forum,  a  group  of  UA  students  and  faculty  that  formed  to  
discuss  racial  issues  after  the  campus  disturbances  around  Ms.  Lucy’s  enrollment,  held  
a  meeting  at  Canterbury  Chapel.  In  response,  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  encircled  
Canterbury  and  charged  the  Open  Forum  with  being  a  “University  of  Alabama  Liber-­
al  Communist  Cell”  and  protested  the  use  of  a  church  to  “indoctrinate  the  innocent.”

1952  –  December  –  Miss  Lula  Erie  Brown  and  Mr.  Charles  Kenneth  Brown  were  re-­
fused  permission  to  get  married  in  Holy  Comforter,  Gadsden  but  were  referred  to  St.  
Mark’s,  Birmingham.        -­Vestry  Minutes,  April  2,  1943  Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter,  Gadsden

Feb.  1-­6,  1956  -­  Autherine  Lucy,  the  first  African-­American  admitted  to  The  Uni-­
versity  of  Alabama,  was  escorted  and  assisted  by  Canterbury  Chapel  
parishioners  Jeff  Bennett  (assistant  to  President  Carmichael)  and  
Sarah  Healy  (Dean  of  Women).  The  Rev.  Emmet  Gribbin,  chaplain  
of  Canterbury,  was  intimately  involved  in  attempting  to  calm  the  
protesters  and  protecting  Ms.  Lucy.



The  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Alabama

From  the  20th  Century  into  the  21st  Century
Moving  Toward  Reconciliation  with  God  and  Each  Other

1965
1961

1962
1963

1964
1969 1971 1985

198219801978
19751973
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2011

July  2  –  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  outlawed  racial  segregation  in  
schools,  public  places,  and  employment,  and  ended  Jim  Crow  laws  in  
the  South.  (Civil  Rights  Act  of  1968  outlawed  housing  discrimination).

1964  –  After  the  first  racially  integrated  services  at  Canterbury  Chapel,  
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  burned  two  crosses  on  the  Chapel’s  lawn.

St.  Alban’s,  Birmingham
St.  Matthias’,  Tuscaloosa

1961  -­  The  General  Convention  adopted  a  resolution  ex-­
pressing  regret  for  past  and  present  discrimination  with-­
in  the  Church  and  encouraged  all  levels  of  the  Church  to  
reconcile  itself  to  the  “comprehensiveness  of  the  body  of  
Christ”  and  to  establish  worship  and  study  programs  in  this  
area.

1965  -­  Mar.  7,  9,  21  -­  the  three  “Selma  to  Montgomery”  marches
  
Easter  Sunday  (April  18)   -­  Judith  Upham  and  Jonathan  Myrick  Daniels,  students  from  the  
Episcopal  Theological  School,  who  were  present  for  the  Selma  marches,  decided  to  return  to  Selma  as  
ESCRU’s  representatives  in  the  summer.  They  worked  closely  with  civil  rights  leaders  and  also  attempt-­
ed  to  open  communication  and  desegregate  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal.

June  –  Bishop  Carpenter,  acting  on  advice  of  clergy  conference  and  Diocesan  Executive  Council,  decid-­
ed  there  would  be  no  restrictions  as  to  race  at  several  of  the  camps  at  Camp  McDowell.

Aug.  6  -­  the  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965  outlawed  discriminatory  voting  practices  that  
had  kept  African  Americans  from  voting.

Aug.  20  -­  Seminary  student  and  civil  rights  crusader  Jonathan  Daniels  was  shot  at  
close  range  by  a  former  deputy  sheriff  in  Hayneville.  Daniels  was  the  26th  civil  rights  
worker  killed  in  the  South.  ESCRU  launched  “Operation  Southern  Justice,”  a  cam-­
paign  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  NCC  and  other  groups  to  force  the  inte-­
gration  of  southern  juries,  which  have  not  yet  convicted  anyone  accused  of  these  murders.  
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1993  -­  Sawyerville  Work  Project  found-­
ed,  an  outreach  project  sponsored  by  the  
Youth  Department  of  the  Episcopal  Dio-­
cese  of  Alabama,  and  the  Episcopal  Black  
Belt  Ministries.  

2006

2006  -­  In  response  to  Resolution  A123,  adopted  by  the  75th  Gen-­
eral  Convention,  the  177th  Diocesan  Convention  adopted  Reso-­
lution  #5  which  directs  the  Commission  on  Race  Relations  to  de-­
velop  resources  for  both  parish  and  diocesan  use,  to  document  the  
role  the  Diocese  played  in  condoning  and  supporting  slavery,  seg-­
regation,  and  discrimination  and  the  efforts  undertaken  to  repair  
and  rectify  the  same.      The  Resolution  also  calls  for  prayer  for  the  
Holy  Spirit’s  guidance  toward  the  responses  that  will  lead  us  to  
peace,  harmony  and  reconciliation.

2011  -­  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Alabama  holds  Service  of  Remembrance,  
Repentance  and  Reconciliation  in  Hayneville,  AL  …  What  Next?

1991  -­  Jonathan  Dan-­
iels  named  a  lay  saint  
to  be  celebrated  annu-­
ally  on  August  14  in  
the  Episcopal  Church’s  
Calendar  of  Lesser  
Feasts  and  Fasts.

Services  at  the  Old  Grocery  Store  where  Jonathan  Daniels  was  killed  at  Hayneville  during  
the  pilgrimage,  August  2009.  Photo  courtesy  of  the  Reverend  Bill  King.

2009  -­  Photos  of  the  Jonathan  Daniels  
Pilgrimage  in  Hayneville

May  -­  2007  “The  Alabama  Legislature  
passed  a  resolution  Thursday  express-­
ing  ‘profound  regret’  for  the  state’s  
role  in  slavery  and  apologizing  for  slav-­
ery’s  wrongs  and  lingering  effects  on  
the  United  States.”  

(Tuscaloosa  News,  May  25,  2007)

St.  Stephen’s,  Huntsville
Jan.  1963  -­  A  group  of  Birmingham’s  leading  white  religious  lead-­
ers,  including  Charles  C.  J.  Carpenter,  Bishop  of  Alabama,  and  
George  M.  Murray,  Bishop  Coadjutor,  spoke  boldly  in  response  
to  Gov.  George  Wallace’s  “Segregation  Forever”  speech  -­  their  first  
public  statement  to  acknowledge  racial  equality  and  condemn  
the  violent  words  and  deeds  of  radical  segregationists.  They  pro-­
claimed  that  all  people,  regardless  of  race,  were  created  in  God’s  
image  and  deserved  respect  and  all  “basic  rights,  privileges,  and  
responsibilities.”

Photo  courtesy  of  Canterbury  Chapel  Archives

St.  Bartholomew’s,  Florence

Good  Friday,  Apr.  1963  –  During  the  mass  Civil  Rights  pro-­
tests  in  Birmingham,  Carpenter  and  Murray  with  six  other  
white  religious  leaders  issued  a  statement  to  urge  members  
of  the  Birmingham  black  community  to  “withdraw  sup-­
port”    from  demonstrations,  and  to  “unite  locally  in  work-­
ing  peacefully  for  a  better  Birmingham.”  Mar-­
tin  Luther  King’s  written  response  was  later  
published  as  the  “Letter  from  Birmingham  
Jail.”

1980  -­  Jonathan  Daniels  is  one  of  only  two  20th  C.  American  
martyrs  included  in  the  Anglican  Book  of  Martyrs  in  Canter-­
bury  Cathedral,  UK.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  is  
the  other  recognized  American  martyr.  

Church  of  the  Messiah,  Heflin
Epiphany,  Leeds
Christ  the  Redeemer,  Montgomery
St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  Pelham

Photos  courtesy  of  the  Reverend  Bill  King

Photos  courtesy  of  the  Reverend  David  Drachlis

2002  -­  The  Commission  on  Race  Relations  in  the  Church  
was  established  in  the  Diocese  at  the  171st  Diocesan  Con-­
vention  at  the  persistence  of  Harold  Clayton,  member  of  
Holy  Spirit  Holy  Cross,  Huntsville.

2002
1966

1966  –  The  Rev.  Francis  Walter  and  his  wife,  Betty  Walter,  an  artist,  
helped  the  women  of  Gee’s  Bend  in  Wilcox  County  to  organize  the  
Freedom  Quilting  Bee.


