
Edward Howard – Clock and Watchmaker   (Born October 6, 1813 in Hingham, MA) 

After his father died at sea in 1825, Edward worked in the plow shop of his uncle and later as 
a fisherman. From 1829 until 1834 he served an apprenticeship with clockmaker Aaron 
Willard, Jr.  His future business partner, David Porter Davis, was an apprentice in the same 
shop.  Following his apprenticeship, he was employed by a butter and egg business where he 
became a maker of precision balance scales.   
 
In 1840 he went back into the clockmaking and balance scale trade in Boston.  He entered 
into a business venture with David Porter Davis and a gentleman named Stephenson in 1844.  
Stephenson withdrew from the business in 1847.  The firm also manufactured fire engines, 
sewing machines and leather-splitting machines.   At one point they even considered getting 
into the steam locomotive industry, but decided against it.       
 
Howard began to concentrate on precision watchmaking, introducing mass production 
techniques with interchangeable parts.  By 1865, Davis had ended his business relationship 

with Howard to continue with the balance scale portion of the business and moved across the 
street.    
 
In 1882, the board of E. Howard Watch & Clock Company bought out E. Howard for $81,000. 
It was said that Mr. Howard had become increasingly difficult and would visit the factory and 
destroy any watches he felt were not to his standards. These visits caused great distress to the 
workers and the board felt it necessary to make the offer to save the company.  E. Howard had 
8 children from his two marriages, but no male heirs.  He died on March 4, 1904 in 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, at 90 years of age.  By 1964, E. Howard & Co. had produced 
4,000 tower clocks, most of which were made after Mr. Howard had retired. 
 
The fine clock in the tower of Trinity Episcopal Church was first installed in the spire base, 
behind the clock faces.  In the 1987 renovation of the spire, it was moved two floors down for 
easier maintenance by Mr. James Zerfing, a local clockmaker, who has served as the clock's 
guardian for many years.  
 
This clock features an additional mechanism to sound the Cambridge Quarters (also know as 
the “Westminster Chime”).  It holds the historic distinction of being the first tower clock in the 
United States to feature this sequence as heard in the Palace of Westminster, London, 
England.   
 
A testament to the quality of its construction, it has faithfully announced the time from the 
tower of Trinity since 1875.    As E. Howard tower clocks evolved, their design became more 
elegant.  Our 1875 clock features a stylish frame with cyma-curved sides and cabriole legs as 
well as decorative painted highlights.   
 
In the 1940s, at the request of Trinity Church, the E. Howard Company removed the weights, 
winding barrels, escapement, and pendulum and replaced them with electric motors so that 
weekly winding was no longer required.  Up to that point, a person was employed to climb the 
tower stairs to the floor behind the faces and raise the weights.   The curved corners of the 
tower provided space for the weights to fall, powering the clock. 
 
The clock is so well engineered a small motor using only 7 watts of electricity provides the 
energy to move the large hands on the four faces.  The original motor installed in the 1940's 
was replaced in 2010, having provided 70 years of continuous service.  Mr. Zerfing worked 
with Penn College instructors, several volunteers, and students to complete the 2010 
renovation.     


