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Who we are 

We are a mainstream  
Episcopal Community 

 gathered in the name of  
Jesus Christ. 

We worship, celebrate, 
 reconcile, and serve in ways 

that are positive, 
 inclusive, and tolerant. 

Our mission is to 
communicate the love of  

Jesus Christ in our Parish 
and in the larger community. 
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Many words have been used to describe 

 St. Paul’s. Here are a few from our members: 
 

Dedicated Parishioners 
Community Minded 

Open and Non-Judgmental 
Fellowship 

Traditional Liturgy and Worship 
Reverent 

Rich History 
Hard Working Laity 

Tolerance 
Financial Support of Parishioners 

Supportive During Sickness 
Friendly 

Welcoming 
We Take Care of Each Other 

Spiritual 
Kind 

Willing to Help those in Need 
Inclusiveness 

Strong Clergy and Administration 
Outreach 

Unconditional Love 
Encouragement 

Willingness to be a Part of Each Others Lives 
Feels Like Home 

Connected 
Peace 

Warmth 
Compassion 

Youth Programs 
Acceptance and Love 

Diversity 
Our Spirit and Spirituality 

Comfort 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are proud of our strengths which 
are based on a deep love of Christ and a deep 

love for each other, our faith, our community and 
our building and grounds. 

 
There’s no place quite like St. Paul’s Selma! 

 Who we are 
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History             
 

St. Paul’s Parish was founded in 1838.  The original building was on 
the corner of Alabama Avenue and Lauderdale Street, one block 
east of the present church building.  In 1865, during the Civil War, 
General Wilson and his raiders burned the church along with much 
of downtown Selma.  After the war, the original church building was 
temporarily rebuilt.  In 1871, the cornerstone of the present building 
was laid and construction was completed in 1875.  The first service 
was held on Easter Sunday of that year. 
 
The sanctuary of the church is most unusual for an English Gothic 
church because of the elaborate Italian mosaic altar and reredos de-
picting the Easter angel.  Added in 1894, this addition was designed 
and executed in the manner of Renaissance craftsmen by the Lamp 
Company of New York.  The stained glass window above the altar 
was installed shortly after the church was built, with four panels de-
picting scenes from the life of St. Paul. 
 

There are other stained glass windows of many different styles and ages, including the last two nave 
windows on the left facing the altar which were executed by the Lewis Comfort Tiffany Company of 
New York.  In 1924, the cloister and Parish hall were added.  On the second floor in Parker Hall, 
there is a large stained glass window that was designed by Clara Weaver Parrish.  It depicts the 
wedding feast of Cana. In 1975, St. Paul’s was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The small altar in the north transept was remodeled in 1994 with the addition of wainscoting and re-
redos depicting the Annunciation.  It was made from a half-scale painting by Margaret Ellen Webb of 
Marion, Alabama, and sent to the same family in Italy who had created the mosaic for the main altar 
nearly one hundred years earlier. The remodeling and reredos were given in memory of Mary Harriet 
Suttle by her parents. 
 
Historically, St. Paul’s has played a major role in the affairs of the Episcopal Church in Alabama and 
the nation.  Five of the eleven bishops have been elected or consecrated in Dallas County, either at 
St. Paul’s in Selma or St. Paul’s in Carlowville.  Two Rectors have become Bishops; and in 1926, a 
former member of the Vestry, John G. Murray, was the first elected Presiding Bishop of the Episco-
pal Church in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today, St. Paul’s serves as the “liturgical home” for some 400 Episcopalians in the Selma and Dal-
las County area.  The young, the old, newcomers, and members bearing names of several of the 
original founders all come together week after week to give thanks and praise to God for the many 
blessings he has continuously bestowed upon this congregation. 

The following clergymen have served as Rectors of St. Paul’s: 
 
The Rev. Lucien B. Wright  1836-1846 The Rev. Thomas J. Crosby 1901-1902 
The Rev. John H. Linebaugh 1846-1849          The Rev. Edward W. Gamble 1903-1937 
The Rev. Frank M Maury  1850-1852 The Rev. John L. Jenkins  1938-1949 
The Rev. William H. Platt  1853-1856 The Rev. Joseph R. Horn  1949-1955 
The Rev. James H. Ticknor 1856-1866 The Rev. T. Frank Matthews 1955-1971 
The Rev. Samuel M. Bird  1867-1872 The Rev. James L. Sanders 1971-1980 
The Rev. John J. Clemens  1872-1874 The Rev. Peter W. Hawes  1981-1986 
The Rev. Ellison R. Capers 1875-1876 The Rev. Gordon L. Morrison       1987-1993 
The Rev. Frank Hallam  1876-1878 The Rev. John B. Bagby   1994-1999 
The Rev. Robert W. Barnwell 1880-1900 The Rev. James K. Polk Van Zandt  2000-2008 
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Worship and Spiritual Life 

Worship at St. Paul’s is the center of our spiritual 
life. Parishioners love our Rite II traditional lit-
urgy.  St. Paul’s has two Holy Eucharist services 
each Sunday morning at 7:30 and 10:30 
(summer hours are 8:00 and 10:00) and a 7:00 
am service on Wednesdays.  We also have spe-
cial services during Advent and Lent. All Hallows 
Eve services are held in Selma’s historic Live 
Oak Cemetery and the Blessing of the Animals is 
held in St. Paul’s Hammonds Clos.  For a num-
ber of years, we have enjoyed an annual visit 
from one of our bishops for the joyous main 
Easter Sunday service which includes confirma-
tion and baptism. 

 
We are fortunate to have an energetic and talented altar 
guild and flower guild that support our liturgy at St. Paul’s.  
Acolytes, lectors, lay readers, lay Eucharistic ministers, and 
our Verger assist in services.  We are also blessed to have 
our Interim Rector Jim Elliott, Priest Associate Joe Knight, 
and Deacon Joanie Hammonds to lead us in worship. 
 
Music enriches our worship and raises our spirits.  Our 
adult choir is led by our Choirmaster, Patti Campbell, and 
our Church organist, Miriam Coffee, who play our beautiful 
Holtkamp organ.  Special soloists and instrumentalists are 
sometimes included, and on occasion we enjoy music led 
by guitars from our “Alleluia II” hymnal. 
 
 

Our spiritual lives are enhanced by several groups 
who, as St. Paul writes, help “equip the saints for the 
work of ministry.”  We have an active Daughters of 
the King chapter whose members hold fast to their 
vows of thoughtful prayer, service, and evangelism.  
St. Paul’s also has a long standing Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) chapter.  Many members of St. 
Paul’s have participated in Cursillo and are involved 
in reunion groups, the parish Ultrea and enjoy the 
vibrant diocesan Cursillo community.  Several of our 
members have served on staff at Cursillo weekends.” 
 
 
 

“I love the reverence of our worship service.  The warmth of the 
people and the way they welcomed my family was amazing.” 

  5 



Christian Formation 
 

Vacation Bible School 
Each year, St. Paul’s offers Vacation Bible School for chil-
dren ages 3 year olds through 6th grade. With a fun, spiri-
tual and educational curriculum, Vacation Bible School is 
always a hit.  
 
Youth 
There are three components to our youth program: EYC on 
Sundays, Wednesday night reunion group, and Friday 
morning Bible study at Jack’s.  EYC is typically from 5-7pm 
on Sunday nights at the church for youth in 7th thru 12th 
grades.  Members break bread together and then play, 
pray, and enjoy fellowship and learning together.  They  
participate in several outreach activities including Souper 
Bowl Sunday, the Food Pantry, the Angel Tree, and food 
boxes for the elderly.  Wednesday night reunion group is 
for 10th thru 12th graders and is an accountability group 
based around the youths’ Happening experience.  Friday 
morning Bible Study is for EYCers at 7:15am before 
school. 
 
Sunday School Olympics 
The last Sunday School before the summer break is our 
Sunday School Olympics on Blue Jean Sunday.  St. Paul’s 
classes compete in several events testing endurance 
knowledge, humor and appetite to win the Sunday School 
Trophy for the next  year.   
 
The Epistle 
Our monthly newsletter is an instrument of information on 
both a practical and spiritual level.  Each month, St Paul’s  
newsletter is themed and assigned a verse of scripture.  
Our staff and contributors use this theme for their articles.   
Our hope is to inform our parish community of what is hap-
pening at St Paul’s and to offer spiritual insights and 
thoughts for our parish 
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Christian Formation 
 

Sunday Morning 
Each Sunday morning, there are four adult classes, 
three children’s classes and a youth class.  At 9:10 
a.m. we begin our gathering time in the Lower Hall 
with singing from the Alleluia II book, praying the  
Collect, and collecting our Sunday school offering for 
missionary work. 
 
Children's Church 
During the 10 am service, children who are 3-8 years 
old process out after the opening acclamation for 
their own worship and return to big church at the 
Peace.  

 
Advent 
We offer an Advent meditation booklet for adults and an Advent 
calendar for families. The Posada is also an important part of our 
Advent journey as parishioners host the Holy Family sending 
them from home to home. 
 
Lent 
We have a weekly Lenten program held at either lunch or sup-
per. A simple meal is provided by various groups within the 
church such as Choir, Vestry, Daughters of the King, ECW, or  
Cursillo.  Each year, we publish a Lenten Meditation book which 
includes a meditation for each day. Meditations are written and 
submitted by parishioners.  
 
Peanut Butter And Jelly Club 
PB&J Club meets the second Monday of each month from 3:30-

5:30 p.m.  It is an afterschool 
program for 1st through 6th 
graders.  Each year, a movie or book is chosen as the theme 
for teaching the Gospel.  This year the children went under the 
sea to find Nemo.  Each month, they watched a portion of Find-
ing Nemo and discussed the movie along with a relevant water-
related Bible story. During PB&J, the children play games, com-
plete an art project and rehearse music for the Christmas pag-
eant or the Youth Sunday anthem. At snack time, everyone 
breaks bread together. This program is successful with the help 

“Our Parish Life events and youth 
programs are wonderful.” 
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Parish Life 
 

Our parish enjoys many activities to bring us together in 
fellowship, fun and worship.  Among these are: 

 
The Annual Parish Picnic 
In May, our congregation enjoys our Annual Parish Pic-
nic. We are fortunate to have members with country 
places who are generous in hosting this event. We all 
bring a dish to share after our outdoor worship service. 
 
Cottage Suppers  
Once or twice a year, Cottage Suppers are held in the 
homes of five or six parishioners.  All members are in-
vited. The same menu is served at each house and all 
guests bring a part of the meal.  Everyone looks forward 
to enjoying a meal and fellowship with old and new 
friends. A great time is had by all.   
 
Lobster Fest 
One of our biggest projects is the annual Lobster Fest 
which is well attended by the Selma community.  It is the 
highlight of our Parish Life year. Our parishioners have a 
wonderful time working together to make this event a 
success.  Proceeds help fund Little Friends School and 
other parish projects. 
 
Christmas Pageant and Tree Trim 
During Advent, we all enjoy the annual children’s pag-
eant, followed by a supper and tree trim.  After the tree 
is decorated, everyone enjoys singing Christmas carols. 

 
Easter Lunch 
For the past several years, we have invited the Bishop 
to join us for confirmation and baptisms at our Easter 
Service which is followed by our annual Parish Lunch. A 
huge crowd always attends this wonderful occasion for 
our congregation and their families.  

“I truly love that we have an accepting  
atmosphere.  I enjoy the community 

 activities as well as ALL church get-togethers…. 
I think St. Paul’s is a strong parish with  

an incredible church family” 
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Parish Life 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
Each Sunday and Wednesday morning, the men of St. Paul’s cook 
breakfast for parishioners and guests.  Six teams rotate cooking 
duty.  Parishioners enjoy a wonderful breakfast and fellowship.   
 
Pumpkin Patch 
Each October, we bring in hundreds of pumpkins and display them 
in the Hammonds Clos.  Parishioners volunteer to “man” our pump-
kin patch. We also invite various school groups to come to the 
pumpkin patch.  The children love to hear stories and enjoy the ex-
perience of the pumpkin patch. The sale of the pumpkins benefits 
various outreach programs 
 
Kick-Off Sunday 
The opening of our fall schedule is celebrated at Kick-Off Sunday 
with a festival meal, such as a “Low Country Boil.”  During Kick-Off 
Sunday, parishioners are invited to sign up for various church ac-
tivities for the coming year. 
 
Foyer Groups 
Foyer groups have been a big hit. We have four groups with twelve 
people in each group.  Foyer groups are asked to meet at least six 
times a year for a meal.  There is joy in strengthening our commu-
nity through the practice of small groups.  Foyer Groups also offer  
a relaxed setting for Newcomers to engage and grow in relation-
ships with other parishioners. 

 
Annual Parish Retreat 
The Annual Fall Parish Retreat at beautiful Camp McDowell is an 
intergenerational event which is fun for all who attend.  It provides a 
fellowship opportunity in a relaxing and peaceful setting.  Our An-
nual Parish Retreat offers an excellent spiritual recharging for all 
attendees.  

9 



Outreach 
 

Some of the primary outreach efforts of St. Paul’s are: 
 
Little Friends School 
St. Paul’s operates a school for infants through 4 year olds in Gamble House across the 
street from the Church. It is attended by a cross-section of the community, the majority 
of whom are not members of our parish.  Education has a spiritual emphasis. Each 
Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m., Little Friends students attend Chapel at St. Paul’s.  
 
Christian Outreach Alliance 
The Christian Outreach Alliance is a non-profit corporation formed under the leadership 
of The Reverend John Bagby, a former rector of St. Paul’s.  It operates a Food Pantry 
and is governed by a board appointed by its member churches, Church Street United 
Methodist Church, First Baptist Church, First Presbyterian Church, and St. Paul’s Epis-
copal  Church. 
 
Approximately 50 volunteers work at the Food Pantry, and nearly half of those are mem-
bers of St. Paul’s.  Every week the volunteers pack food bags on Wednesday afternoons 
and distribute the food on Thursday mornings.  Approximately 10,000 bags of food are 
distributed each year. 
 
Weaver-Parrish Charitable Trust 
Clara Weaver Parrish, a noted artist and member of St. Paul’s, died in 1925.  In her will 
she left a perpetual charitable trust and named the Wardens and Vestry of St. Paul’s 
Selma as Trustee.  The charitable purposes of the trust are to provide relief to poor indi-
viduals and families residing in Dallas County, Alabama.  The Vestry approves the ap-
pointment of members of St. Paul’s to an Executive Committee that supervises financial 
and legal aspects of the trust, and a Grants Committee that advises the awarding of the 
grants. The Executive Committee sets the budget and the Grants Committee screens 
and interviews applicants to determine the recipients and amount for each. Over the past 
several years, approximately $200,000 per year has been awarded. 
 
Other outreach activities include: 
 Meals on Wheels 
 Angel Tree 
 Christmas Food Box 
 Support of El Hogar orphans in Honduras 
 Missions to our companion diocese of Haiti 

“Feed My Sheep” 
Wherever God’s work is being done in our community you will find  
St. Paul’s parishioners actively involved.  They are volunteers, and  

frequently leaders, in almost every charitable organization or effort in Dallas County 
and surrounding areas, as well as on the state level. 
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Outreach Our  New Rector 
 

After thoughtful prayer and consideration, our St. Paul’s family has 
identified the qualities desired in the new rector.  We seek a rector 
who is “compassionate,” “approachable,” and “spiritual,” and one 
who will provide pastoral care for our people.   
 
In the words of our parishioners: 
 
“I would like for our new rector to provide the leadership 
St. Paul’s needs to continue to provide the love and  
compassion I have found here.” 
 
 
“A warm and generous individual, willing to open his or  
herself, home and family to the congregation by engaging in 
social and spiritual functions of the parish and, as time  
progresses, the community.” 
 
 
“A strong sense of commitment to the youth is very important 
because we must continue to pull young families to the 
church.” 
 
 
“A sense of humor would be most appreciated.” 
  
 
“Someone who can inspire us all to reach out and share the 
‘Good News.’” 
 
 
“Someone with compassion and good pastoral skills, a good 
preacher/speaker, someone without an ‘ego’ that gets in the 
way of relationship building.” 
 
 
“I would like to see the new rector be energetic and enthusias-
tic about making St. Paul’s a cornerstone in the lives of its 
parishioners and their families.” 
 
 
“Someone that’s a pastor, teacher, preacher, and friend.” 
 
 
“A personable leader who reaches out to the Church family 
and the community.” 
 
 
“Innovative, but willing to accept most of our ways.” 
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Outreach THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE DIOCESE OF ALaBAMA 
 

 The Diocese of Alabama is rooted and grounded in the mission of Jesus Christ.  We try to see ourselves as a 

missionary people committed to spreading the gospel and sharing in the ministry of Jesus Christ for the reconciling and 

healing of the world. During the period of 1990 to 2004, the Diocese of Alabama grew by more than 25% to a baptized 

membership of over 35,000 members.  New urban/suburban parishes are being planned at a rate of one new parish every 

three years..  Beginning in 2000, a Hispanic Ministry Missioner was funded with the calling of a full-time diocesan Hispanic 

Missioner to work among the growing numbers of Hispanic/Latino peoples moving into Alabama. In 2006-7, the ACTS 2 

Capital Funds Campaign raised over $6 million for ministry development and expansion throughout our diocese, including 

land for new parishes, a conference center chapel at Camp McDowell, Campus Ministry expansion at Montevallo, African-

American missioner, Hispanic ministry expansion and lay ministry certification. 

The Diocese of Alabama is eucharistically centered.  The Holy Eucharist is the worship norm at the principal ser-

vices of Sunday throughout the diocese.  The 1979 Book of Common Prayer is the liturgical customary for the diocese and 

the 1982 Hymnal is universally in use and is supplemented with other hymnals such as the Alleluia III,  Wonder, Love and 

Praise and Lift Every Voice. 

The diocese strongly supports the ordination and deployment of women and minorities, and is an equal opportu-

nity employer.  The diocese cherishes the enrichment of ordained ministry that women and minorities bring to us and 

seeks to expand the opportunities for parishes to experience these ministries. 

All baptized persons are regarded as ministers living out the baptismal covenant in the world.  The diocese and 

the parishes are called to nourish and support the laity in their individual ministries in the family, the church and the world.  

The bishops and clergy support and encourage lay participation in the liturgical life of the parish as lectors, chalice admin-

istrators, Eucharistic ministers as well as music ministers. In 2000, the renewal of the ordained order of Deacons became a 

reality and now 26 ordained deacons are serving in the Diocese of Alabama.  Ecumenical sharing and interfaith coopera-

tion have been a high priority of this diocese for many years, but much more still needs to be accomplished.  A good work-

ing relationship has been established with the Southeast Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as well as 

with several of the major judicatories that are headquartered in Birmingham and Montgomery. Full communion with the 

ELCA Lutheran Church was implemented in the diocese in 2001. 

The diocese has vigorously urged and supported local parishes in outreach ministry.  Over the years parish based 

outreach has grown and is now considerable.  At the same time, the diocese has sought to address the underlying prob-

lems of hunger, unemployment, and racism with a recent initiative focused on the Black Belt area of the diocese, including 

the Sawyerville initiative and Jonathan Daniels pilgrimage.  Through its Department of Outreach and Mission,  Parish 

Based Outreach Grants have been available to assist in the funding of  local faith based initiatives in many of our parishes. 

While alcohol and drug abuse are recognized as major health concerns which affect all members and strata of 

society without regard to role, gender or ethnic background, they are regarded as a form of illness, not a moral deficiency.  

The church, as a redemptive community of Christian believers, must be sensitive to the need for exercising a healing min-

istry to the problem drinker or addict, and members of his or her family. 

A major focus of formation and renewal within the diocese is the Cursillo movement.  This lay-led movement was 

begun in the diocese in 1979.  With the full support and encouragement of the bishops, this program for spiritual renewal 

has reached into almost every parish.  Small groups meet weekly for mutual support and there are monthly gatherings on 

citywide or convocational levels for continued growth and sharing among participants.  Kairos, an ecumenical weekend 

program for spiritual renewal within prisons has been a direct outreach of the diocesan Cursillo movement. In recent years, 

Kairos Outside, a program for spouses and families of those incarcerated, has also been initiated in the diocese. 
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Outreach 
 

Christian formation is seen as an on-going process for both adults and our youth.  The local parish is the pri-

mary unit of the church in which our people learn what it means to be a committed child of God.  We support parishes 

in this teaching role by training, consultations, and special curricula.  The diocese offers opportunities for education 

which an individual parish could not undertake – the Camp McDowell camping programs, conferences, and topical 

workshops – to support people as they strive to live out their Baptismal Covenant. A strong parish and diocesan based 

Youth Ministry and more recently our YADA (Young Adults in the Diocese of Alabama) program provides a strong 

focus on formation of the next generation of adults as leaders for both mission and ministry. 

The leadership in the diocese seeks to take a collaborative stance in decision making.  The Diocesan Council 

functions similarly to the way a vestry functions in relationship to the rector of a parish. It is a body which deliberates, 

consults, guides and acts to assist the bishops in the nurture and extension of Christ’s Church. 

Since 1969, the diocese has had a high commitment to the Companion Diocese Relationship Program and 

over these years has had a formal relationship with the Diocese of Chile, Bolivia and Peru, Diocese of Namibia in 

Southern Africa, Sao Paulo, Brazil and the Diocese of South Dakota in the United States.  In 2006, a new shared rela-

tionship with the Diocese of Haiti was established resulting in a new level of mission work in the central part of Haiti 

with Father Fritz and Carmel Valdama. 

Since 1980, the diocese has been funded by a voluntary program of giving rather than by assessments upon 

the parishes.  While maintaining the standard of voluntary giving, beginning in 2001, the long-range goal calls for par-

ishes with  income of more than $150,000 to pledge 15% to the work of the Church through the diocese and parishes 

with income under $150,000 to pledge 10% to the diocese. 

Mindful of the importance of unity, the diocese has been a strong supporter of the ministries of the entire 

Episcopal Church and continues to exhibit this support through the acceptance and payment of the apportionment 

asked of us and participation at all levels. We assign this high priority to the budget of General Convention because of 

its missionary outreach both within the United States and around the entire Anglican Communion.  At the same time, 

the diocese strives to maintain the realistic growth of the salaries of its clergy and full time lay employees. 

 In summary, the diocese believes that “the window should be open” allowing fresh breezes to flow through.  

These local breezes include the interchange with overseas and domestic dioceses, the support of main line renewal 

and growth for the church, implementing a Strategic Planning initiative of the diocese begun in 2004 through the 

ACTS 2 Capital Funds Campaign, Christian formation for all ages, promoting justice and peace among all people and 

equipping all of  our people to do the work of God.  Our bedrock belief is that the Lord calls us to live the gospel of 

grace joyfully as we share life with all creation. 
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St. Paul’s Facts and Finance 
 

Our 400 members come from a variety of backgrounds. About 50% of the members are 
cradle Episcopalians, with the rest having attended other denominations as a child. 
 
Our members are generous supporters of the Church.  Membership, attendance, and giv-
ing trends are shown on the bar graph below. 
 
In addition to our pledged income for 2009 of $416,740.00, we have estimated income from 
various endowments and other sources of $42,198,00, for a total budgeted income of 
$458,938.00.  We are very proud of the fact that we have for many years budgeted and 
paid our diocesan covenant in full, presently 15% of pledges. 
 
We have no long-term debt, but we recognize that our magnificent buildings will require 
substantial funding for maintenance in the future.  Last year, the Vestry formed the St. 
Paul’s Building Endowment Trust, the income from which is limited to property mainte-
nance and replacement.  The trustees are approved by the Vestry, but the trust assets are 
independent of other Church endowments and finances.  Significant funds are being raised 
to build this trust. 
 
In addition to our clergy and lay ministers, we have a dedicated parish staff and an active 
and hard-working Vestry.  Details about our personnel and contact information are shown 
on the next page. 

M
em

be
rs

hi
p/

A
ve

ra
ge

 A
tte

nd
an

ce
 

Plate and  Pledge Incom
e 

14



 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
210 Lauderdale Street 

P. O. Box 1306, Selma, Alabama 36702 
 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop, ECUSA 
The Rt. Rev. Henry N. Parsley, Jr., Bishop of Alabama 

The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop Suffragan 
The Rev. James E. Elliott, Jr., Interim Rector 
The Rev. Joseph S. Knight, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Deacon Joanie Hammonds 
 

VESTRY 
William Gamble -Senior Warden 

Ed Greene - Junior Warden 
 

         Dec. 31, 2009   Dec. 31, 2010  Dec. 31, 2011 
                          Amy Bennett  Allen Bearden  Cart Blackwell 
          Jane Bjelke  Grace Hobbs  Ed Greene 
          Steve Frazer  Henry Moore  Thomas ap R. Jones 
          Bill Gamble  Allen Reeves  Mike Sexton 
    
 

 Richard Burk, Clerk of the Vestry 
William Trippe - Parish Treasurer 

 
PARISH LAY MINISTRIES 

Don King - Verger 
Don King - Lay Readers' Coordinator 

Celia Alison ~ Flower Guild Coordinator 
Virginia Mallory and Eddie Joyce Sexton - Altar Guild Coordinators 

Patti Currey - President of Episcopal Church Women 
Leah Weaver – President of Daughters of the King 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Candice Frazer – Director of Family Ministries 
Miriam R. Coffee – Church Organist 

Patti L. Campbell – Choir Master 
Joyce H. Dawson - Parish Administrator 

Gina Fuller – Director, Little Friends School 
Jason Martin – Sexton 

Deborah Brown – Assistant Sexton 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Monday through Thursday 

Office Telephone (334) 874-8421  
 Fax (334) 875-7457 

Gamble House Telephone 875-1354 
Email: parish@stpaulselma.org 
www.stpaulsselma.dioala.org 
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Selma Community 
 

Welcome to Selma, the beautiful and friendly town situated on 
a bluff high above the Alabama River. 
 
The City of Selma was founded in 1820 by a group led by Wil-
liam Rufus King, the only Alabamian to ever be elected Vice 
President of the United States.  This city boasts the largest 
historic district in Alabama, with many of its over 1200 struc-
tures dating back to the 1800's.  In addition, some of our Ante-
bellum and Victorian buildings now house specialty shops, 
museums, restaurants and offices.  Visitors from all over the 
world come to visit sites throughout the community including 
four museums, Civil War sites and Voting Rights landmarks, 
the famous Edmund Pettus Bridge and the Selma to Mont-
gomery National Historic Trail. 
 
Located in west central Alabama, Selma is approximately 45 
miles west of Montgomery, the state capital.  City population is 
about 19,000 and Selma is the largest city in Dallas County 
with a city/county population of approximately 43,500.  It is a 
medical, professional, and trade area for several surrounding 
counties.  There are regional airports located close by in Mont-
gomery (45 miles away) and Birmingham (90 miles away). 
 
The city and county have a diversified industrial and business 
base and are home to many manufacturing facilities, employ-
ing thousands of workers.  Agriculture and timber continue as 
important parts of the economy. 
 
The Selma Public Library houses thousands of volumes in its 
10,000 square foot building and features a thriving children’s 
division. 
 
The Arts community is alive and well in Selma.  Noted author 
and “tale-teller” Kathryn Tucker Windham makes her home 
here.  Entertainment is on-going all year with art shows, plays, 
festivals, historic home pilgrimages, a fair, and parades. 
 
Visit the Chamber of Commerce site at: 
www.selmaalabama.com.  
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We are St. Paul’s Selma 
 


